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PREFACE 

The  sources  of  the  records  which  follow  are  three  volumes 
in  the  Diocesan  Registry  at  Lincoln  in  which  the  late  Canon  Foster 
collected  and  arranged  the  reports  of  visitations  held  by  the  last 
two  pre-Reformation  bishops  of  Lincoln  and  their  officers.  These, 
including  visitations  of  rural  deaneries  as  well  as  of  monasteries 
and  colleges,  cover  a  wider  ground  than  the  three  volumes  of 
Visitations  of  Religious  Houses  already  published  by  the  Lincoln 
Record  Society,  which  belong  to  the  first  half  of  the  previous 
century.  The  gap  between  the  two  series  is  imperfectly  bridged  by 
records  of  ruri-decanal  visitations  in  1473,  of  ruri-decanal  and 
monastic  visitations  in  the  archdeaconries  of  Lincoln  and  Stow 
in  1500,  and  of  a  few  visitations  of  monasteries  in  1515-16.  It  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  in  the  present  series  complete  records 
for  the  whole  diocese  are  wanting.  While  both  Atwater  and 
Longland  attended  in  person  and  by  deputy  to  most  of  the  religious 
houses  of  any  importance  in  the  diocese,  and  out  of  seventy-one 
of  these  visited  by  one  or  other  of  the  bishops,  records  remain  for 
thirty-three  which  were  visited  bj'^  both,  returns  from  the  parishes 
of  the  diocese  are  less  full.  Those  of  Longland's  episcopate  refer 
to  only  five  archdeaconries,  omitting  those  of  Lincoln,  Stow  and 
Leicester,  while  from  those  of  Atwater's  episcopate  returns  from 
the  archeaconry  of  Northampton  are  wanting.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
doubtful  M'hether  any  English  diocese  can  supply  an  equally  valuable 
source  of  information  for  the  state  of  parochial  and  religious  life  at 
this  highly  critical  period  in  the  history  of  the  Church. 

The  first  volume  is  confined  to  the  visitations  of  rural  deaneries 
contained  in  the  Atwater  MS.  volume.  In  the  second  will  be  found 
the  similar  but  less  detailed  series  from  the  Longland  MS.,  together 
with  the  long  report  of  Longland's  visitation  of  the  Newarke  college 
at  Leicester  in  1525,  now  bound  in  a  separate  volume,  and  the 
consequent  injunctions  which  are  entered  in  Longland's  register. 
The  third  will  include  the  visitations  of  religious  houses  from  both 
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MSS.  As  in  the  case  of  Alnwick's  visitations,  occupying  the  second 
and  third  volumes  of  the  previous  series,  the  contents  of  this  last 
volume  will  be  arranged  alphabetically,  following  the  names  of  the 
houses.  The  contents  of  the  first  and  second  volumes,  however, 
follow  the  consecutive  order  of  the  original  MSS. 

The  general  introduction  which  follows  was  originally  composed 
for  delivery  as  the  second  part  of  a  course  of  lectures  during  the 
editor's  tenure  of  the  Birkbeck  Lectureship  in  Ecclesiastical  History 
at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  in  1934  and  1935.  He  desires  to 
record  his  thanks  to  the  ancient  and  illustrious  Society  which  gave 
him  the  opportunity  of  giving  public  utterance  to  the  results  of  his 
work  on  these  documents.  He  would  also  mention  with  gratitude 
his  obligation  to  Canon  Foster,  who  gave  liim  facilities  for  tran- 
scribing the  originals  and  thereby  added  not  the  least  to  many 
acts  of  kindness  gratefully  remembered  in  the  course  of  a  long 
friendship.  To  all  who  welcomed  the  inauguration  and  witnessed 
the  success  of  the  Lincoln  Record  Society  the  continuation  of  Canon 
Foster's  work  as  general  editor  by  Miss  Kathleen  Major  must  give 
great  satisfaction,  and  a  special  tribute  is  due  to  the  care  with  which 
she  has  supervised  the  production  of  this  volume  and  to  the  help 
which  she  has  afforded  by  her  advice  and  suggestions. 

A.  H.  T. 
August,  1940 


NOTE    ON    p.    Ixiii 

11.  10-14. — Read  At  Peterborough  Edmund  Kirton  resigned  early 
in  March,  1527-8.  As  we  know  from  the  visitation  of  1518, 
he  had  often  expressed  his  desire  to  resign,  but  the  sweets  of 
office  were  too  dear  to  him,  and  as  it  was  his  resignation 
appears  to  have  been  forced  upon  him  by  Wolsey  in  the 
exercise  of  his  legatine  authority.  The  election  of  his 
successor,  John  Borowe  or  Chamber,  was  made  by  Wolsey, 
to  whom  the  convent  delegated  its  right.  See  L.  d;  P. 
Henry  VIII,  iv,  nos.  4056,  4092,  4099  (pp.  1799,  1809,  1811). 
Chamber  survived  the  Dissolution  [etc.] 
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INTRODUCTION 


At  any  period  of  English  history  from  the  thirteenth  century 
until  a  century  ago  the  records  of  the  great  diocese  of  Lincoln 
furnish  an  admirably  full  illustration  of  the  working  of  ecclesiastical 
institutions  and  administration  in  the  English  Church  as  a  whole. 
The  diocese  whose  see  was  removed  from  Dorchester-on-Thames  to 
Lincoln  in  or  about  1075  covered  a  vast  area,  equalled  only  by  that 
of  the  much  less  thickly  populated  diocese  of  York.  In  addition 
to  Lincolnshire,  the  second  largest  county  in  England,  it  included 
the  counties  of  Leicester,  Northampton,  Rutland,  Oxford,  Bucking- 
ham, Bedford,  Huntingdon  and  the  greater  part  of  Hertford. 
It  was  divided  into  eight  archdeaconries,  of  which  two,  Lincoln 
and  Stow,  were  formed  out  of  Lincolnshire.  Of  the  remaining 
six,  Leicester,  Oxford,  Buckingham  and  Bedford,  each  corresponded 
to  a  single  county  :  the  archdeaconry  of  Northampton  included 
Rutland,  and  the  four  rural  deaneries  in  Hertfordsliire  formed 
half  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon.  It  is  perhaps  worth 
noticing  that  throughout  the  whole  diocese,  with  exceptions  so 
slight  as  to  be  almost  negligible,  the  rural  deaneries  into  which 
the  archdeaconries  were  divided  corresponded  closely  to  the  civil 
divisions  of  the  counties,  and  in  Lincolnshire  and  Leicestershire 
theu'  names  were  almost  uniformly  those  of  the  wapentakes  of 
each  county. 

Apart  from  the  opportunities  offered  to  the  student  by  the 
concentration  of  so  large  a  portion  of  England  in  one  administrative 
district,  there  is  a  further  advantage  in  the  freedom  of  the  diocese 
from  those  complications  of  jurisdiction  which,  interesting  as 
they  were  and  are,  would  be  considered  in  our  own  day  a  serious 
hindrance  to  healthy  diocesan  activity.  If  it  was  not  altogether 
exempt  from  such  peculiar  jurisdictions  as  formed  ecclesiastical 
republics  in  the  adjoining  diocese  of  York,  yet  such  as  existed  were 
of  no  great  importance.  In  common  with  most  cathedral  chapters, 
the  dean  and  canons  of  Lincoln  enjoyed  special  privileges  within 
their  church  and  its  precincts  with  which  a  wise  bishop  would 
hesitate  to  interfere.  They  had  ordinary  jurisdiction  in  the  churches 
appropriated  to  their  common  fund,  the  most  important  of  ^^'hich 
incidentally  lay  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  diocese.  In  those 
which  were  appropriated  to  prebends,  the  individual  prebendaries 
had  theh'  own  courts  with  proof  of  wills  and  power  of  coixection. 
At  no  time,  however,  did  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln  claim 
so  complete  an  independence  of  the  bishop  as  that  which  leduced 
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the  jurisdiction  of  the  archbishop  of  York  over  the  chapters  of 
his  cathedral  and  collegiate  churches  to  a  mere  name.  Indeed, 
under  bishops  of  the  temper  of  St.  Hugh  and  Grosseteste,  the 
familiar  relations  of  bishop  and  chapter  seem  to  have  survived 
at  Lincoln  during  the  period  in  which  elsewhere  mutual  respect 
of  privileges  was  disturbed  by  conflict.  At  a  later  period,  if  the 
ties  between  the  parties  were  less  close,  there  was  no  warfare  ; 
and  in  the  great  quarrel  which  rent  the  church  of  Lincoln  in  the 
fifteenth  century,  the  offended  canons  willingly  accepted  the  bishop's 
arbitration  in  their  strife  against  a  haughty  and  overbearing  dean. 

Upon  the  southern  fringe  of  the  diocese,  at  Monk's  Risborough, 
two  parishes  formed  a  peculiar  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  a  large  group  of  parishes  in  Hertfordshire,  with  a  few  in 
Bedfordshire  and  Buckinghamshire,  belonged  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  St.  Albans  abbey,  which  was  locally  within  the  diocese.  The 
privileges  of  that  great  monastery,  however,  were  too  well  established 
to  tempt  the  intrusion  of  an  ambitious  diocesan.  Its  situation, 
moreover,  at  a  long  distance  from  Lincoln  and  on  the  very  edge 
of  the  diocese,  gave  it  a  singular  advantage,  and  of  its  dependent 
priories  only  one  lay  in  the  interior  of  the  diocese.  In  this,  the 
small  priory  of  Belvoir  in  Leicestershire,^  the  bishop's  authority 
was  recognised  to  the  extent  that  its  priors  came  to  him  for  institution, 
but  it  appears  to  have  been  exempt  from  his  visitation.  As  regards 
other  monasteries,  there  were  of  course  the  houses  of  exempt  orders, 
Cistercians,  Cluniacs,  Premonstratensians,  Gilbertines,  Carthusians 
and  Friars,  as  in  almost  every  diocese  ;  but  none  of  these  imphed 
a  jurisdiction  outside  their  own  walls,  and  their  appropriated 
parish  churches  were  subject  to  the  bishop  and  the  local  archdeacon. 
The  Austin  canons  of  Dorchester  exercised  peculiar  jurisdiction 
over  a  small  number  of  adjacent  parishes  whose  churches  were 
served  at  times  by  members  of  the  house  ^  ;  but  here  the  bishop 
himself  was  founder  and  patron  of  the  monastery,  and  the  peculiar 
had  its  origin  in  the  ancient  dignity  of  the  secular  minster  which  at 
the  time  of  the  Norman  Conquest  had  contained  the  bishop's  stool. 
In  process  of  time,  no  monastery  in  the  diocese  proved  itself  more 
in  need  of  the  bishop's  visitatorial  care  than  Dorchester,  and  none 
illustrates  more  completely  the  thinness  of  the  line  of  distinction 
between  houses  of  canons  regular  and  colleges  of  secular  clergy, 
at  any  rate  where  their  characteristic  failings  were  concerned. 

One  instance  of  a  curious  interlocking  of  jurisdictions  may 
be  noticed  at  Leicester.  Here  the  Augustinian  abbey  of  St.  Mary 
of  the  Meadows,  founded  in  1143,  had  been  endowed  by  its  founder, 
Robert  Bossu,  with  all  the  parish  churches  of  Leicester  except  the 
suburban   church   of  St.   Margaret,   which  was  in  the  bishop   of 

^  Belvoir  priory  stood  on  the  edge  of  the  counties  of  Leicester  and  Lincoln,  and 
documents  relating  to  it  in  the  Lincoln  episcopal  registers  are  entered  among  those 
relating  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Lincoln. 

-  See   Visitations,  II,  80,  n.  2. 
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Lincoln's  fee  and  became  a  prebend  in  the  church  of  Lincohi. 
Among  these  the  castle  chvirch  of  St,  Mary,  which  had  its  own 
parish  in  the  town,  had  become  under  Robert  de  Beaumont,  the 
first  earl  of  Leicester,  the  seat  of  a  collegiate  establishment  of  a 
dean  and  seven  canons.  Presumably,  at  first,  like  several  other 
castle  churches,  St.  Mary's  was  regarded  as  the  earl's  free  chapel  ; 
but  by  the  grant  made  in  1143  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  abbot 
and  convent  and  was  immediately  appropriated  by  them,  while 
at  the  same  time  the  patronage  of  the  benefices  in  the  college  passed 
from  the  earl  to  them.  The  abbey  itself  obtained  no  permanent 
privilege  of  exemption^ :  it  was  in  the  bishop's  jurisdiction,  and  the 
parish  churches  remained  subject  to  him  and  to  the  archdeacon  of 
Leicester.  The  double  character  of  St.  Mary's,  however,  as  collegiate 
and  parish  church,  underwent  a  distinction.  The  college  became  a 
peculiar  of  the  abbot  of  Leicester,  who  appointed  deans  and  canons 
upon  his  own  responsibility'^  ;  while  on  the  other  hand  the  bishop 
retained  his  ordinary  jurisdiction  in  the  parish  church,  whose 
vicar  was  presented  to  him  for  institution  by  the  abbot.  But  over 
the  college  he  had  no  control  whatever. 

I  have  mentioned  this  as  a  very  unusual  instance  of  two 
separate  jurisdictions  in  one  church  ;  for,  where  there  was  a  parish 
church  under  the  same  roof  as  that  of  a  religious  community,  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  was  habitually  the  ordinary  in  both.  The 
Leicester  arrangement  was  of  old  standing,  but  in  the  later  middle 
ages  a  somewhat  similar  situation  arose  in  another  part  of  the 
diocese  in  which  another  Leicester  foundation  played  a  part.  In 
1330  Henry  earl  of  Lancaster  had  founded  in  the  outer  ward  or 
Newarke  of  Leicester  castle  a  hospital  in  honour  of  the  Annunciation 
which  still  survives  under  the  name  of  Trinity  Hospital.^  Twenty- 
five  years  later  his  son,  the  first  duke  of  Lancaster  whose  inheritance 
passed  with  his  daughter  to  John  of  Gaunt,  enlarged  this  foundation 
and  annexed  it  to  a  new  collegiate  church  with  a  dean  and  twelve 
canons.  For  the  endowment  of  this  church,  which  he  intended  to 
be  the  mausoleum  of  his  family,  he  alienated  a  number  of  churches 
in  his  gift  to  the  dean  and  chapter,  who  obtained  licence  to  appro- 
priate them.  One  of  these  was  Higham  Ferrers  in  Northamptonshire, 
which  was  duly  appropriated  and  a  vicarage  ordained  in  it.  In 
these  proceedings  the  bishop  of  Lincoln  took  an  active  part,  and 
subsequently  he  and  his  successors  watched  carefully  over  the 
growth  and  future  development  of  the  college.  In  1425  Archbishop 
Chichele,  a  native  of  Higham  Ferrers,  founded  there  a  college  of 

^  For  a  time,  however,  it  held  such  a  privilege  under  the  rule  of  Philip  Repyngdon. 
But,  after  Repyngdons  promotion  to  the  see  of  Lincoln,  this  privilege  was  with- 
drawn.    See  (Jal.  Papal  Letters,  VI,  419. 

^  For  an  institution  of  a  dean  of  St.  Mary's  by  an  abbot  see  Wyggeston  Hospital 
Records,  p.  320. 

*  See  History  of  the  Hospital  and  the  Neiv  College  of  the  Annutwiation  of  St.  Mary 
in  the  Newarke  at  Leicest-er,  Leicester,  1937. 
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chantry  priests,  consisting  of  a  dean  or  warden  and  seven  canons 
or  fellows,  on  the  normal  lines  of  the  collegiate  foundations  of 
the  later  middle  ages.  To  do  this,  he  might  conceivably  have 
taken  the  measure  of  arranging  an  exchange  of  property  with  the 
Newarke  college  by  which  his  warden  and  fellows  could  have  entered 
into  possession  of  the  parish  church  of  Higham  Ferrers.  In  point 
of  fact,  he  founded  his  college,  endowed  with  property  drawn  from 
the  resources  of  alien  priories,  in  a  building  with  its  own  chapel 
at  some  little  distance  from  the  church  ;  but  at  the  same  time  he 
arranged  that  the  masses  of  the  fellows  should  be  divided  between 
the  church  and  the  college  chapel,  while  the  almshouse  and  chantry 
chapel,  used  also  as  a  grammar-school,  which  he  built  in  the  church- 
yard, were  placed  under  the  control  of  the  college.  Further,  while 
reserving  to  himself  and  to  future  archbishops  the  unrestricted 
appointment  and  admission  of  the  warden,  he  made  an  arrangement 
with  the  bishop  and  the  chapter  at  Leicester  by  which,  on  appointing 
a  warden,  the  archbishop  should  nominate  him  to  the  collegiate 
body  as  rectors  of  the  church  and  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  and  they 
should  present  him  to  the  bishop  for  institution  as  vicar. ^  Thus, 
while  the  appointments  of  the  wardens  and  their  concurrent 
nominations  to  the  vicarage  are  recorded  in  the  registers  at  Lambeth, 
their  institutions  to  the  vicarage  are  to  be  found  at  Lincoln,  and 
thus  the  toils  encountered  by  those  who  pursue  the  painful  sport 
of  compiling  Fasti  are  well  illustrated. 

Although  we  have  gone  into  these  matters  at  more  length 
perhaps  than  they  deserve,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are  not  very 
serious  examples  of  the  intrusion  of  alien  jurisdictions  into  a  diocese 
of  such  size  and  importance.  Into  the  relations  of  the  bishop  with 
the  most  illustrious  corporation  in  his  diocese,  the  university  of 
Oxford,  we  need  not  enter,  as  the  principles  involved  are  somewhat 
different  from  his  rights  as  diocesan  and  did  not  touch  his  position 
as  ordinary  in  the  local  churches  and  rehgious  houses.  Of  the 
corporations  within  the  university,  the  majority  were  subject  to 
other  visitors,  but  of  three,  Oriel,  Lincoln  and  Brasenose,  he  was 
himself  ordinary  and  visitor.  Taken  as  a  whole,  he  was  singularly 
unhampered  by  the  perpetual  necessity  of  upholding  his  rights 
against  recurrent  infringements.  There  were  certain  parishes  in 
the  diocese  in  which  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  was  not  wholly  his, 
but  he  kept  his  right  of  institution  to  the  vicarages  of  prebendal 
churches  held  by  the  canons  of  Lincoln.  The  canons  of  Salisbury, 
a  highly  independent  body  within  their  own  diocesan  frontiers, 
possessed  three  prebendal  churches  in  the  diocese  of  Lincoln, 
Brixworth,  the  chancellor's  prebend,  Shipton-under-Wychwood 
and  Grantham,  which  was  divided  between  two  canons.  To  all 
of  these  his  admission  was  necessary  to  complete  the  bishop  of 
Salisbury's   collation,   and  he  instituted   the  vicars  presented  by 

1  See   Visitations.  II,   136, 
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the  prebendaries  ;  and  similarly  his  right  to  institute  to  the  three 
vicarages  of  the  church  of  Bampton-in-the-Bush,  which  belonged 
to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Exeter,  to  the  churches  of  the  bishop 
of  Winchester's  manors  of  Witney  and  Adderbury,  the  second  of 
which  was  given  by  WilUam  of  Wykeham  to  New  College,  and  to 
that  of  the  bishop  of  Carlisle's  manor  at  Horncastle,  was  never 
disputed. 

There  are  instances  of  course  in  which,  where  he  was  unready 
to  execute  the  commands  of  a  superior  power,  he  was  overruled. 
One  example  comes  from  the  close  neighbourhood  of  Higham 
Ferrers.  Some  fifty  years  before  Chichele  founded  his  college, 
there  were  two  churches  in  the  adjoining  village  of  Irthlingborough, 
both  in  the  patronage  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Peterborough. 
In  1373  John  Pyel,  a  native  of  Irthlingborough  who  had  made 
money  in  London,  proposed  to  acquire  one  of  these,  St.  Peter's, 
and  alienate  it  in  mortmain  to  a  college  of  a  dean  and  five  canons 
which  he  intended  to  found  there  for  the  usual  objects.  Having 
obtained  the  necessary  licence,  he  applied  directly  to  Pope 
Gregory  XI  for  a  bull  of  foundation.  In  such  cases  the  normal 
practice  was  to  go  to  the  diocesan  bishop  and  obtain  his  confirmation 
of  the  statutes  and  ordinances  drawn  up  by  the  founder.  In  this 
case,  however.  Bishop  Bokyngham  was  unwilling  to  act.  The 
transfer  of  an  unappropriated  church  to  new  patrons  who  were 
licensed  to  appropriate,  the  consent  of  the  abbot  and  convent 
of  Peterborough  to  the  abandonment  of  All  Saints,  their  second 
church  in  Irthlingborough,  and  the  merging  of  the  two  rectories 
into  one,  meant  a  loss  of  fees  to  the  bishop,  while  it  is  highly  possible 
that  he  and  Pyel  differed  on  the  question  of  the  indemnities  due 
to  the  bishop  and  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln  for  the  losses 
incurred  by  appropriation,  which  removed  the  power  of  sequestration 
during  the  vacancy  of  a  parish  church.  In  the  bull  when  it  arrived 
the  bishop  was  appointed  executor.  Even  so  he  failed  to  act, 
and  the  matter  slept  for  fifteen  years.  In  1388,  however,  Pyel's 
widow  and  his  brother,  then  archdeacon  of  Northampton,  applied 
for  a  new  licence  and  obtained  a  fresh  bull  from  Urban  VI.  This 
time  Bokyngham,  still  bishop,  was  not  named  as  an  executor, 
and  the  act  of  foundation  with  the  admission  of  the  dean  and  two 
canons  was  carried  out  by  the  archdeacon  of  London  in  1392  at 
the  priory  church  of  St.  Helen,  Bishopgate.  The  arrangement 
was  made  entirely  over  the  bishop's  head,  and  there  is  no  mention 
of  the  college  in  the  episcopal  registers  until  1415,  when  some 
augmentation  in  the  endowment  made  it  possible  for  the  full  number 
of  canons  to  be  completed,  and  the  bishop  gave  them  institution.^ 
Similarly  the  foundation  in  1410  by  Edward,  duke  of  York,  of 
the  college  of  Fotheringhay,  seems  to  have  been  effected  by  a  bull 

1  See  The  Early  History  of  the,  College  of  Irthlingborough,  Assoc.  Soc.  Reports  and 
Papers.  XXXV,  267-292. 
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without  reference  to  bishop  Repyngdon,  and  here  again  the  episcopal 
registers  are  silent  until  the  college  had  been  in  existence  for  several 
years.  ^ 

Yet  such  incidents  were  by  no  means  peculiar  to  the  diocese 
of  Lincoln,  and  when  in  1436  William  Alnwick  came  to  Lincoln, 
after  struggling  fruitlessly  for  ten  years  at  Norwich  to  beat  down 
the  exemptions  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Bury  and  the 
priories  of  St.  Albans  at  Binham  and  Wymondham,  he  must  have 
found  himself  in  a  haven  of  comparative  rest.  St.  Albans,  being 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  outside  the  diocese,  gave  no  trouble. 
In  the  heart  of  the  diocese  there  were  great  and  wealthy  abbeys, 
notably  Peterborough  and  Ramsey  :  somewhat  less  important, 
but  standing  high  among  EngHsh  Benedictine  foundations,  were 
Croyland  and  Bardney  ;  all  of  them  were  royal  foundations  whose 
abbots  were  peers  of  parliament.  None  of  these  relied  upon  its 
royal  origin,  its  antiquity  or  its  property  to  claim  exemption  from 
diocesan  control.  For  a  brief  period  at  the  opening  of  the  fifteenth 
century  the  abbey  of  Austin  canons  at  Leicester  enjoyed  that 
privilege  through  the  influence  of  its  abbot,  Philip  Repyngdon.'^ 
But  this  was  due  rather  to  the  celebrity  of  the  abbot,  whose  early 
manifestations  of  heresy  had  given  way  to  a  most  edifying  orthodoxy, 
than  to  any  other  reason,  even  though  the  house  of  Lancaster  had  a 
special  affection  to  the  religious  foundations  of  Leicester  ;  and 
when  in  1405  Repyngdon  succeeded  Beaufort  as  bishop  of  Lincoln, 
his  attitude  towards  exemptions  naturally  changed,  and  the 
monastery  passed  back  peaceably  into  the  control  of  its  diocesan. 

The  fifteenth-century  bishops  of  Lincoln  had  been  men  of 
learning  and  distinction.  Two  of  them,  William  Gray  and  Marma- 
duke  Lumley,  belonged  to  noble  famihes  :  Lumley  was  a  member 
of  a  house  closely  allied  with  the  Nevilles  of  Raby  and  through 
them  with  the  house  of  Lancaster.  But  most  of  them  were  drawn 
from  the  class  which  supplied  the  universities  with  students,  sons 
of  country  farmers  and  small  proprietors  who,  brought  up  in  the 
household  of  some  clerical  patron  who  recognised  their  promise, 
were  designed  from  an  early  age  for  an  official  career.  Thus  William 
Alnwick,  in  all  probability  the  son  of  a  burgess  in  the  town  from 
which  he  took  his  name,  was  educated  under  the  eye  of  Stephen 
Scrope,  archdeacon  of  Richmond  and  chancellor  of  Cambridge  in 
1414.  He  studied  civil  and  canon  law  at  Cambridge,  obtained 
his  doctorate  and  the  archdeaconry  which  was  the  reward  of  a 
competent  lawyer  in  holy  orders,  and  entered  the  royal  service 
towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  On  the  accession  of 
Henry  VI  he  became  Privy  Seal  and  retained  office  until  some 
little  time  after  his  promotion  to  the  see  of   Norwich  in   1426. 

^  See  The  Statutes  of  the  College  of  St.  Mary  ami  All  Saints,  Fotheringhay,  Archceol. 
Journ.,  LXXV,   241-309. 
*  See  p.  xi,  above,  note  1. 
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Alnwick,  however,  seems  to  have  found  diocesan  business  more 
congenial  than  affairs  of  state.  His  pubhc  appearances  grew  rarer, 
and,  although  he  sat  as  an  assessor  at  the  trial  of  Joan  of  Arc  and 
was  one  of  the  envoys  to  the  congress  of  Arras  in  1435,  he  adminis- 
tered the  diocese  of  Norwich  Avith  diligence,  and  for  the  last  thirteen 
years  of  his  life,  as  bishop  of  Lincoln,  dispensed  with  the  services 
of  a  suffragan  in  the  vast  diocese  from  which  he  was  seldom  absent, 
and  then  only  for  very  short  periods.^ 

Alnwick's  career  may  be  taken  as  typical  of  that  of  his 
predecessors  and  followers,  although  the  thoroughness  of  his 
retirement  from  politics  was  somewhat  exceptional.  One  and  all, 
they  were  nurtured  in  the  universities,  and  in  their  zeal  for  their 
welfare  they  showed  remarkable  unanimity.  It  was  at  Oxford 
that  Repyngdon  had  displayed,  under  the  influence  of  AVycliffe, 
those  heterodox  tendencies  which  he  recanted  so  thoroughly  that 
he  eventually  received  a  cardinal's  hat.  Richard  Flemyng,  an 
Oxford  master,  was  the  founder  of  Lincoln  College,  specially  designed 
for  the  furtherance  of  clerical  orthodoxy.  Of  William  Gray's 
connexion  with  Oxford  less  is  known,  and  he  is  frequently  confounded 
with  his  learned  nephew,  the  bishop  of  Ely  and  friend  of  Itahan 
scholars."  Ahiwick  studied  in  Cambridge  at  King's  Hall  and  joined 
in  the  foundation  of  King's  College.  Marmaduke  Lumley  was 
master  of  Trinity  Hall  and  chancellor  of  the  university,  and  was  a 
benefactor  to  the  fabric  of  Queens'.  John  died  worth,  feUow  of 
Merton,  migrated  from  Oxford  to  Cambridge  and  became  the  second 
provost  of  King's.  Thomas  Rotherham,  educated  at  King's,  was 
chancellor  of  the  university  three  times,  and  held  the  mastership 
of  Pembroke  with  his  bishopric.  John  Russell  was  one  of  that 
illustrious  band  of  Wykehamists  and  fellows  of  New  College  who 
won  high  preferment  in  Church  and  State,  and,  elected  chancellor 
of  Oxford  in  1483,  remained  in  that  office  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
And  finally,  William  Smith,  translated  from  Lichfield  to  Lincoln 
in  1495,  was  a  fellow  of  Pembroke,  and  subsequently  became  the 
joint  founder  of  Brasenose  College  at  Oxford. 

Two  of  Alnwick's  successors,  however,  combined  with  their 
episcopal  duties  a  leading  part  in  public  affairs.  Like  Alnwick 
himself,  Rotherham  was  Privy  Seal  before  in  1468  he  became  bishop 
of  Rochester,  and  he  held  the  office  afterwards.  As  bishop  of  Lincoln, 
he  was  made  chancellor  in  1474.  Translated  to  York  in  1480,  he 
remained  chancellor,  and  it  was  not  until  the  political  crisis  of 
Gloucester's  protectorate  three  years  later  that  he  resigned.  His 
place  was  taken  by  his  successor  at  Lincoln,  John  Russell,  who 
held  the  Great  Seal  under  Richard  III.     Neither  Rotherham  nor 

^  See  introd.  to  Visitations,  II.  The  part  of  Alnwick  in  the  trial  of  Joan  of  Arc 
and  at  Arras  is  not  mentioned  there  ;  but  see  Rymer,  Foedera,  X,  611,  for  Arras 
(20  June,  1435),  and  Quicherat,  Procis,  etc.,  de  Jeanne  d'Arc  (Soc.  de  L'Hist.  de 
France,   1841),  for  the  trial  of  Joan. 

-  See  introd.  to   Visitations,  I. 
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Russell  took  a  prominent  part  in  affairs  of  state  after  the  accession 
of  Henry  VII  and,  although  the  promotion  of  both  to  bishoprics 
was  the  result  of  their  political  activity,  they  were  by  no  means 
inactive  as  diocesans,  and  Rotherham's  care  for  his  diocese  of 
York  was  in  favourable  contrast  to  the  negligence  which  some  of 
his  fifteenth -century   predecessors   had   manifested. 

When  William  Smith  died  at  the  beginning  of  1514,  he  was 
succeeded  by  Thomas  Wolsey.  If  during  the  next  fifteen  to  sixteen 
years  Wolsey's  influence  in  Church  and  State  was  preponderant, 
it  can  hardly  be  said  that  he  left  much  mark  upon  the  various 
dioceses  with  which  he  was  connected  in  the  course  of  the  period. 
A  member  of  the  class  from  which  such  men  as  Rotherham,  Russell 
and  Smith  were  drawn,  his  masterful  temperament  enabled  him 
to  lead  and  command  where  they  were  content  to  follow  and  serve 
their  masters  ;  and  the  boldness  with  which  he  broke  down  precedent 
in  this  respect  and  followed  no  leader  but  his  own  ambition  was 
a  remarkable  achievement  which  has  gone  far  to  bhnd  historians 
to  the  real  nature  of  his  policy.  Six  months  after  his  consecration 
to  Lincoln,  he  was  translated  to  York  and  by  the  end  of  the  following 
year  he  received  his  cardinal's  hat,  his  commission  as  legate  a 
latere  which  placed  him  in  a  position  superior  to  his  brother  primate 
Warham,  and  his  appointment  as  chancellor,  in  which  Warham, 
a  conspicuous  example  of  the  cautious  and  hard-working  servant 
of  state,  was  again  superseded.  From  contemporaries  like  Warham 
and  Fox,  his  elders  in  years  and  trained  experience,  the  contempla- 
tion of  this  phenomenal  career  in  which  the  highest  dignities  were 
concentrated  in  one  man,  the  unprecedented  spectacle  of  a  primate 
who  increased  his  revenues  by  holding  one  profitable  see  after 
another  in  plurality,  demanded  the  exercise  of  the  highest  Christian 
fortitude. 

It  is  with  Wolsey's  two  immediate  successors  in  the  see  of 
Lincoln  that  we  are  specially  concerned.  It  must  be  admitted 
that,  during  the  years  in  which  Wolsey  was  supreme,  appointments 
to  bishoprics  were  made  with  laudable  discretion  and  with  due 
reference  to  the  ability  of  eligible  persons.  If  Wolsey  himself 
saw  no  impropriety  in  holding  an  extra  bishopric  and  exchanging 
it  for  a  better  one  when  the  opportunity  came,  he  nevertheless 
put  no  bar  in  the  way  of  worthy  promotions  to  bishoprics  and 
cathedral  dignities,  and  he  fully  realised  the  value  of  respectable 
diligence  in  the  clerical  profession.  William  Atwater,  who  was 
consecrated  to  Lincoln  in  November,  1514,  had  been  a  fellow  of 
Magdalen,  considerably  senior  to  Wolsey.  He  was  a  native  of 
Cannington  in  Somerset,  near  Bridgwater,  and  one  of  his  earliest 
ecclesiastical  preferments  was  the  rectory  of  Ditcheat  in  the  same 
county,  a  church  in  the  gift  of  Glastonbury  Abbey,  in  which 
he  succeeded  John  Gunthorpe,  the  celebrated  dean  of  Wells.  ^ 
*  Weaver,  Somerset  Incumbents,  p.  97. 


INTRODUCTION  xvii 

In  1504  he  became  a  residentiary  canon  of  Windsor,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  next  ten  years  obtained  the  chancellorship  of  Lincoln 
and  the  deaneries  of  the  Chapel  Royal,  Salisbury  and  St. 
Stephen's,  Westminster.^  I  need  not  say  that  there  was  nothing 
unusual  in  such  a  collection  of  preferments,  but  their  character 
indicates  a  man  specially  marked  out  for  high  promotion,  and 
that  his  success  was  due  to  merit  of  an  outstanding  character 
without  social  advantages  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
that,  as  dean  of  Salisbury,  he  found  himself  without  armorial 
bearings  and  in  a  situation  which  demanded  an  application  for 
a  grant.2 

His  tenure  of  the  see  of  Lincoln  was  short,  little  more  than 
six  years,  as  he  died  in  February,  1521.  In  the  following  May  he 
was  succeeded  by  John  Longland,  who  had  been  well  known  to 
him  and  whose  career  had  been  closely  similar  to  his  own.  Longland 
was  a  closer  contemporary  of  Wolsey,  a  native  of  Hampshire  and 
a  scholar  of  Winchester,  from  which  he  proceeded  to  Magdalen. 
Like  Atwater,  he  became  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,  was  principal  of 
Magdalen  Hall  in  1505,  and  began  to  acquire  preferments  about 
1513,  when  he  was  presented  by  the  Crown  to  the  church  of  Lifton 
in  Devon. ^  It  is  likely  that  his  acquaintance  with  Atwater  helped 
him  to  a  place  at  court,  where  Henry  VIII  made  him  his  confessor. 
When  Atwater  went  to  Lincoln,  Longland  succeeded  him  as  dean 
of  Salisbury.^  Atwater  gave  him  the  canonry  and  prebend  of 
North  Kelsey  in  Lincoln  Minster  and  he  obtained  a  canonry  at 
Windsor  in  1519.^  There  are  probably  few  other  instances  in 
which,  of  two  men  educated  in  the  same  foundation  within  a  few 
years  of  each  other,  one  followed  so  closely  in  the  other's  footsteps 
and  stepped  into  the  preferments  which  he  vacated.  For  a  parallel 
instance  we  have  to  go  to  the  eighteenth  century,  when,  of  two 
fellows  of  Jesus  in  the  university  of  Cambridge,  Matthew  Hutton 
followed  Thomas  Herring  to  the  bishopric  of  Bangor,  from  Bangor 
to  York  and  from  York  to  Canterbury.  Longland,  however, 
achieved  one  honour  which  neither  Atwater  nor  even  Wolsey 
accomphshed;    for  he  succeeded  Warham  as  chancellor  of  Oxford 

1  Le  Neve,  III,  390;  II,  93;  Jones,  Fasti  Ecc.  Sar.,  p.  318;  Hennessy,  Nov. 
Rep.,  p.  451.  The  date  of  his  appointment  to  the  Chapel  Royal  seems  to  be  missing. 
Le  Neve,  II,  52,  notes  that  he  was  appointed  archdeacon  of  Huntingdon  in  1514, 
shortly  before  his  nomination  to  the  bishopric.  Jones,  u.s.,  p.  415,  gives  his  name 
as  prebendary  of  Ruscomb  in  Salisbury,  which  probably  gave  him  his  qualification 
for  election  as  dean  shortly  after  in  1509.  Jones,  ibid..,  notes  among  his  prefer- 
ments the  rectory  of  Hawkridge,  Somerset  (cf.  Weaver,  op.  cit.,  p.  374)  and  the 
benefices  of  Piddlelxinton,  Dorset,  Cumnor,  Berks.,  and  Durrington,  Somerset 
(sic  :  ?  Wilts.)  and  a  fellowship  at  Eton.  Le  Neve,  III,  390,  gives  him  as  registrar 
of  the  order  of  the  Garter. 

2  The  grant  of  a  crest  is  dated  28  Jxine,  1513  {L.  &  P.H.  VIII,  I  (2),  no.  2033). 

3  Ibid.,  no.  2055.  g.  27. 

*  Jones,  op.  cit.,  pp.  318-19.     His  prebend  in  Salisbury  was  Alton  Borealis  (ibid., 
p.  353). 

»  Le  Neve,  II,   198  ;   III,  392. 
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in   1532,  and  continued  in  oifice  until  his  death  in    1547,  after  a 
long  episcopate  of  twenty-six  years.  ^ 

It  is  proposed  to  deal  in  these  volumes  with  certain  records 
of  the  episcopates  of  Atwater  and  Longland  which  have  fortunately 
survived  outside  their  official  registers.  80  far  as  episcopal  registers 
go,  those  of  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  generally  leave 
much  to  be  desired.  Their  value  for  the  historian  of  administration 
is  still  great,  in  so  far  as  they  bear  witness  to  the  stereotyped 
continuance  of  a  system  which  had  been  evolved  at  an  earlier  date 
and  preserved  its  forms  without  serious  modification.  But  such 
documents  as  were  thought  worthy  of  entry  or  of  a  memorandum 
were  seldom  of  general  interest  :  they  were  increasingly  long  and 
formal,  with  tedious  repetition  of  common  forms  and  a  sedulous 
attention  to  correctness  of  procedure.  A  deed  of  appropriation 
for  which  a  single  leaf  would  have  been  found  sufficient  in  a 
fourteenth -century  register,  now  forms  at  intolerable  length  the 
kernel  of  a  whole  series  of  instruments  recording  the  minutest 
circumstances  of  the  transaction,  all  its  postponements  and  adjourn- 
ments, the  exceptions  put  forward  in  due  form  by  the  contracting 
parties,  until  the  entry  swells  to  a  dozen  leaves  or  more.^  It  is 
true  that  the  diplomatic  of  these  instruments  deserves  careful 
study,  for  the  skilful  manipulation  of  legal  forms  to  suit  special 
occasions  is  so  delicate  that  it  is  quite  unsafe  to  dismiss  what  may 
seem  to  be  mere  repetition  as  common  form  without  further 
examination.  But  they  lack  variety,  and  the  day  was  past  when 
registrars  eagerly  preserved  any  document  which  might  serve  as 
a  precedent  for  similar  correspondence  on  future  occasions.  The 
repertories  of  the  registry  provided  references  to  a  host  of  precedents, 
and  extraordinary  occasions  for  which  precedents  could  not  be 
found  were  extremely  rare.  The  register  became  in  many  cases 
little  more  than  an  Act-Book,  limited  to  the  record  of  certain 
classes  of  acts.  This  was  habitual  where  the  register  was  that  of 
a  vicar-general,  kept  in  the  absence  of  a  bishop  from  his  diocese. 
Wolsey's  register  at  York  is,  as  might  be  expected,  a  good  example 
of  a  vicar-general's  register.^  The  first  hundred  leaves,  after  the 
documents  connected  with  Wolsey's  provision  to  the  see  of  York 
and  his  appointments  of  his  sufiragan,  official  and  vicar-general, 
contain  a  long  series  of  institutions  to  benefices,  supplemented 
by  formidable  assignments  of  annual  pensions  to  retiring  incumbents, 
and  broken  at  intervals  by  blocks  of  memoranda  noting  the  grant 

1  Le  Neve,  III,  468. 

-In  some  of  the  late  loth  cent.  York  registers,  e.g.  in  those  of  William  Booth 
and  Kothei'ham,  a  special  quateniiou  is  devoted  to  Appropriaciones  of  this  tj'pe. 
The  appropriation  of  the  church  of  Brompton-in-Pickering-Lythe  to  the  prior 
and  convent  of  Malton  in  York  Keg.  Wolsey  and  of  the  church  of  Bringhurst,  co. 
Leices.,  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Peterborough  in  the  register  of  Abbots  Asshe- 
ton  and  Ramsey  at  Peterborougli  are  good  examples  of  the  length  to  which  such 
collections  of  deeds  can  run. 

*  His  vicar-general  was  Brian  Higdon,  archdeacon  and  afterwards  dean  of  York. 
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of  licences  for  divine  service  in  private  oratories,  marriage  licences, 
letters  dimissory  to  ordination  candidates  and  a  few  other  letters 
of  a  similar  description.  Following  on  this  general  register,  a 
section  De  diversis  Litteris  contains  returns  to  the  Exchequer  in 
connexion  with  subsidies  voted  in  Convocation,  letters  on  a  few 
subjects  of  public  importance,  and  the  long  process  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  a  parish  church.  Then  follow  a  collection  of  testaments, 
chiefly  of  parochial  clergy — and  testaments  are  never  without 
value,  however  insignificant  the  testator,  to  the  social  history 
of  their  time — and  finally  a  great  sheaf  of  ordination  lists.  1  need 
not  say  that  Wolsey's  personahty  was  nowhere  less  conspicuous 
than  in  his  diocese,  and  the  register  contains  little  traces  of  his 
influence  upon  the  actions  of  his  delegates.  The  ordinations  were 
punctually  celebrated  by  his  sufiragans,  John  Hatton,  bishop  of 
Negropont  and  archdeacon  of  Nottingham  and  ivlatthew  Mackerell, 
bishop  of  Chalcedon  and  abbot  of  Barlings. 

At  Lincoln  from  1290  onwards  the  practice  of  the  registry 
had  been  to  keep  the  registration  of  institutions,  including  appropria- 
tions of  churches,  ordinations  of  vicarages  and  foundations  and 
ordinations  of  chantries  apart  from  that  of  memoranda  and  miscel- 
laneous letters.  It  had  been  the  custom  to  collect  these  after  a 
bishop's  death  in  two  separate  volumes,  and  the  registers  of  the 
long  episcopate  of  Bishop  Bokyngham  (1363-1398)  consist  of  three 
enormous  books,  two  of  institutions  and  one  of  memoranda.^  From 
1420  the  number  of  memoranda  decreases,  and  throughout  the 
rest  of  the  fifteenth  century  there  is  a  single  volume  for  each 
episcopate.  Indeed,  for  a  full  appreciation  of  Alnwick's  work  in 
his  diocese,  his  register  affords  very  scanty  material,  and  we  have 
to  resort  to  other  collections  of  records  which  have  been  preserved 
merely  by  a  series  of  fortunate  accidents.  But  at  the  end  of  the 
century.  Bishop  Smith's  scribe  and  notary,  Robert  Toneys,  to 
whom  we  owe  the  index  of  institutions  and  select  repertory  of 
memoranda  in  the  diocesan  registry  at  Lincoln,  went  back  to  a 
more  punctilious  system  of  registration,  and  the  two  large  volumes 
of  Smith's  register,  though  greatly  swelled  by  mere  prolixity  and 
affording  but  a  halfpemiy-worth  of  cheering  sack  to  an  intolerable 
deal  of  doughy  bread,  are  creditable  to  his  industry.  Atwater's 
register  is  a  single  volume  of  no  special  distinction  ;  and,  though 
the  contents  of  Longland's  two  volumes  cannot  be  compared  with 
the  variety  of  interest  exhibited  by  registers  of  the  best  period, 
they  include  a  number  of  documents  relating  to  rehgious  foundations 
immediately  before  the  Dissolution  which  form  a  valuable  supple- 
ment to  the  records  of  which  I  am  about  to  speak.  Many  years 
ago,  the  injunctions  to  monasteries  contained  in  the  register  were 

^  The  bulk  of  the  institution  volumes  is  much  increased  by  the  records  of  exchanges 
of  benefices,  in  which  the  commissions  and  certificates  associated  with  such  exchanges 
are  habitually  recited  at  full  length.  Part  of  the  memoranda  volume  is  entered 
in  duplicate. 
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printed  by  the  late  Edward  Peacock/  but  there    are    still    some 
important  entries  which  await  publication. 

Separate  records,  however,  exist  of  the  diocesan  visitations 
held  by  Atwater,  Longland  and  their  commissaries.  The  nature 
of  such  records,  so  far  as  they  concern  monasteries,  are  well  known 
from  the  contemporary  Norwich  series  edited  by  Dr.  Jessopp,- 
and  the  full  and  elaborate  minutes  of  Alnwick's  visitations  which 
are  also  accessible  in  print. ^  In  addition  to  monastic  material, 
however,  Atwater's  and  Longland's  MSS.  contain  returns  of  ruri- 
decanal  visitations,  with  the  presentations  made  by  the  church- 
wardens of  each  parish.  These  paper  sheets,  long  exposed  to  neglect 
and  decay,  have  in  recent  years  been  repaired  and  bound  up  in 
three  volumes.  The  first,  consisting  of  151  leaves,  contains  Atwater's 
visitations  held  in  1517,  1518  and  1519.  The  second,  of  90  leaves, 
consists  entirely  of  the  business  emergmg  from  Longland's  visitation 
of  the  Newarke  college  at  Leicester  in  1525,  and  is  supplemented 
by  a  long  set  of  injunctions  bound  into  Longland's  institution 
register.  The  third,  of  173  leaves,  many  of  v.hich,  however,  are 
blank,  contains  Longland's  visitations  of  Lincolnshire  and  Leicester- 
shire rehgious  houses  in  1525,  and  of  the  archdeaconries  of  Bucking- 
ham, Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Northampton  and  Oxford,  with  their 
monasteries.  So  faded,  weather-stained  and  torn  are  these  last, 
and  so  obscured  is  much  of  them  by  the  imperfectly'  transparent 
paper  used  for  mending  them,  that  it  needs  heaven-sent  moments 
for  the  skill  of  perusing  and  transcribing  them,  and  it  was  with 
considerable  relief,  though  with  unabated  interest,  that  the  present 
writer  surveyed  the  last  leaf  of  his  transcript  with  the  thankful 
conviction  that  not  much  more  could  be  done  with  the  text. 

The  records  are  those  of  visitations  carried  on  at  leisurely 
intervals  and  largely  by  commissaries.  Atwater,  indeed,  was 
fauiy  vigorous  in  the  business  of  personal  visitation,  but  a  great 
deal  of  his  work  was  entrusted  to  his  vicar-general,  Richard  Roston, 
and  other  clerks,  John  Grene,  Edmund  Horde,  John  Silvester 
and  Thomas  Swayne.  Longland,  on  the  other  hand,  usually 
reserved  his  presence  for  special  cases  in  which  it  was  seriously 
needed,  especially  where  a  monastery  had  got  thoroughly  out  of 
hand  ;  and  most  of  the  business  fell  to  his  vicar-general  and 
chancellor,  Dr.  John  Rayne,  who,  it  may  be  remembered,  was 
murdered  by  the  mob  at  Horncastle  durmg  the  Lincolnshire  Rising 
in  1536.  The  handwritmgs  of  both  MSS.  are  numerous,  and  I 
have  been  unable  to  identify  the  peculiarly  untidy  hand  in  which 
the  returns  of  one  of  the  most  useful  portions  of  Atwater's  MS., 
the  Leicestershire  visitation  of  June  and  July,  1518,  is  written. 
There  is  also  more  than  one  hand  of  a  somewhat  archaic  type, 

^  Archceologia,  XLVII,  49-64. 

-  Visitations  of  the  Diocese  of  Norwich,  A.D.  1492-1532,  Camden  Soc,  1888. 

^  Visitations,  II,  III. 
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careful  and  laborious,  but  reckless  of  Latin  syntax  and  orthography, 
which  seems  to  be  that  of  a  subordinate  clerk.  A  great  deal,  however, 
of  both  MSS.  is  in  the  hand  of  the  notary  Edward  Watson,  the 
founder  of  the  family  of  Watson  of  Rockingham  Castle,  who  had 
been  upon  Bishop  Smith's  secretarial  staff,  had  married  his  niece 
Emma,  and  had  acquired  the  farm  of  the  prebendal  church  of  the 
bishop  of  Lincoln's  manor  of  Liddington  in  Rutland,  before  the 
high  altar  of  which  he  lies  buried.^  Edward  Standish,  the  notary 
who  accompanied  Doctors  Rayne  and  Morgan  to  the  monasteries 
of  Oxfordshire,  wrote  a  large  and  sprawling,  but  very  legible, 
hand.  It  might  be  wished  that  he  had  communicated  his  virtues 
to  his  subordinate,  William  Walker,  whose  conscientious  but  spidery 
handwriting  covers  leaf  after  leaf  of  the  ruridecanal  returns  from 
the  same  county  and  was  also  employed  in  the  redaction  of  certain 
nearly  illegible  examinations  of  the  fellows  of  Lincoln  college. 

For  the  present  it  remains  to  be  noted  how  far  the  whole 
diocese  is  covered  by  these  records.  The  earliest  visitation  is  that 
of  eight  Oxfordshire  monasteries  by  commissaries  in  June,  1517. 
There  is  an  undated  visitation  of  the  Oxfordshire  deaneries,  and 
another  visitation  of  monasteries  and  colleges  by  the  bishop  in 
April  and  May,  1520.^  This  archdeaconry  is  also  well  covered  in 
Longland's  MS.,  for  most  of  the  monasteries  and  three  Oxford 
colleges  were  visited  in  1530,  and  the  ruridecanal  visitations,  though 
omittmg  the  deanery  of  Cuddesdon,  are  very  full  and  include  names 
of  clergy  and  churchwardens. 

In  material  for  the  two  Lincolnshire  archdeaconries  Atwater's 
MS.  is  rich.  In  June,  July  and  August,  1519,  we  have  records 
of  visitations  of  eighteen  monasteries  and  colleges,  with  one  exception 
by  the  bishop  himself.  During  the  same  period,  the  returns  from 
most  of  the  deaneries  exist,  but  only  one  of  the  eight  deaneries 
into  which  the  parts  of  Kesteven,  the  south-western  portion  of 
the  county,  were  divided  is  represented.  There  are  no  ruridecanal 
returns  in  the  Longland  MS.,  but  a  series  of  monastic  visitations 
in   1525  remain. 

The  archdeaconry  of  Northampton,  after  that  of  Lincoln, 
was  the  most  important  in  the  diocese,  and  its  monasteries  and 
colleges  are  treated  in  both  MSS.  Atwater's,  however,  lacks  the 
rural  deaneries,  and,  although  they  survive  in  the  visitation  of 
1530,  the  two  northern  deaneries  of  Oundle  and  Peterborough 
are  wanting  and  the  returns  for  others  are  imperfect. 

Under  At  water  the  archdeaconry  of  Leicester  fared  well. 
The  ruridecanal  portion  of  the  MS.  is  complete,  though  in  very 

1  See  C.  Wise,  Rockingham  Castle  and  the  Watsons,  1891,  pp.  19,  20.  For  other 
details  relating  to  Liddington,  see  Visitations,  II,  xxiv. 

-The  visitation  of  the  deaneries  has  been  printed  by  the  Rev.  H.  Salter  in  the 
leport  of  the  Oxfordshire  Archseol.  Soc,  1925,  under  the  title  Churchwardens' 
Presentments,  1520.  As  his  work  appeared  in  a  somewhat  fugitive  form,  the  record 
is  printed  here. 
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bad  condition,  and  has  the  advantage  of  including  the  names  of 
incumbents.  This  visitation  took  place  in  June  and  July,  1518, 
when  several  monasteries  were  visited  by  commissaries  ;  but  in 
the  later  part  of  August  Atwater  came  himself  to  Leicester  abbey 
and  the  Newarke  college.  As  I  have  said,  the  second  of  these 
institutions,  rent  by  domestic  strife  in  which  we  may  see  perhaps 
a  lingering  survival  of  the  old  hostility  between  Lancastrian  and 
Yorkist  traditions,  occupied  much  of  Longland's  time  and  attention  ; 
but,  while  monasteries  and  colleges  figure  in  his  list,  there  is  nothing 
about  the  rural  deaneries. 

The  four  remaining  archdeaconries,  with  their  monasteries 
and  colleges,  receive  equal  treatment,  with  some  slight  exceptions, 
in  both  MSS.,  and  they  need  not  be  discussed  in  detail.  Of  the 
whole  series  of  documents,  imperfect  and  imperfectly  legible  though 
they  are,  it  may  fau'ly  be  said  that,  if  these  were  the  only  ecclesiastical 
records  of  the  early  sixteenth  century  which  survived  to-day, 
coming  as  they  do  from  a  diocese  whose  area,  embracing  large 
tracts  of  the  river-basins  of  the  Thames,  the  Great  Ouse  and  the 
Trent  and  even  extending  at  one  point  into  that  of  the  Severn, 
covered  so  much  of  England,  they  would  still  enable  us  to  reconstruct 
a  fairly  satisfactory  picture  of  the  normal  state  of  parochial  and 
religious  life  in  the  England  of  their  day.  The  monastic  sections 
of  the  Atwater  MS.  have  been  used  to  some  extent  for  the  summary 
accounts  of  religious  houses  in  some  of  the  Victoria  County  Histories, 
and  Mr.  Salter  has  also  used  the  Longland  MS.  for  the  accounts 
which  he  contributed  to  the  Oxfordshire  history  in  that  series  ; 
but  their  text  remains  unprinted  and  no  thorough  examination  of 
their  contents  has  hitherto  been  made.  We  shall  therefore  proceed 
to  examine  the  evidence  which  comes  from  the  parishes  ;  from 
these  we  shall  turn  to  the  religious  houses,  and  deal  finally  with 
collegiate  institutions. 

II 

There  has  fortunately  been  preserved  among  Atwater's 
Visitation  MSS.  a  programme  of  the  bishop's  movements  in  the 
spring  and  summer  of  1518,  beginning  on  20  April,  the  day  following 
the  end  of  the  Easter  season,  and  covering  the  archdeaconries  of 
Huntingdon,  Bedford  and  Leicester,  with  a  few  religious  houses 
which  lay  conveniently  on  the  way  in  the  archdeaconries  of  Bucking- 
ham and  Northampton. ^  As  the  journey  began  abruptly  at  Missenden 
abbey  in  Buckinghamshire,  we  may  conclude  that  Easter  had  been 
spent  at  Bishop's  Wooburn,  near  High  Wycombe.  His  way  lay 
northward  by  easy  stages  to  Bedford,  where  he  spent  the  week 
from  29  April  to  5  May  between  the  two  houses  of  Austin  canons 
at  Caldwell  and  Newnham  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town.     Thence 

^  See  below,  pp.   Iv,  etc. 
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he  turned  southward  through  Ampthill  to  the  detached  portion 
of  the  archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  in  Hertfordshire.  The  Rogation 
days  and  Ascension  day  were  left  free  of  any  fixed  plans,  but  on 
the  morrow  of  Ascension  day  he  paid  a  visit  of  courtesy  to  St.  Albans. 
He  spent  a  week-end  at  the  nunnery  of  Holy  Trinity  in  the  Wood 
at  Markyate  on  Watling  Street,  and  finished  his  Hertfordshire 
visitation  at  Hitchin  on  the  Monday.  Two  Bedfordshire  deaneries 
occupied  his  attention  at  Biggleswade  on  Tuesday  and  Eaton  Socon 
on  Thursday,  Wednesday  being  spent  in  surveying  his  demesne 
at  Biggleswade.  Then  by  way  of  St.  Neots  he  came  to  his  manor 
of  Buckden  for  Whitsuntide  and  rested  for  a  week.  After  another 
week  of  visitations  in  Huntingdonshire,  he  returned  to  Buckden, 
setting  out  on  Monday,  14  June,  for  Ramsey  abbey.  The  visitations 
of  Ramsey  and  Peterborough  occupied  a  week  between  them, 
and  from  Peterborough  on  21  June  he  went  up  the  Nene  valley 
to  Fotheringhay,  a  college  which  was  never  deficient  in  material 
for  correction  and  reformation.  From  this  arduous  business  he 
retired  for  a  week  to  the  episcopal  manor-house,  little  altered  since 
his  day,  at  Liddington  in  Rutland,^  where  he  celebrated  the  feasts 
of  the  Nativity  of  St.  John  Baptist  and  of  St.  Peter.  On  30  June 
he  entered  the  archdeaconry  of  Leicester  at  Market  Harborough. 
From  that  day  until  20  July  the  work  of  visitation  went  on  without 
a  break  save  for  Sundays,  for  in  addition  to  the  seven  deaneries 
of  Leicestershire  the  religious  foundations  of  the  county  were 
numerous.  On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  20  July,  he  departed 
from  the  priory  of  Laund  for  some  unspecified  destination,  but 
probably  for  Liddington,  an  agreeable  resting-place  which  was 
only  a  few  miles  distant,  at  the  foot  of  the  wolds  which  fringe  the 
valley    of  the    Welland. 

Most  of  this  period  was  taken  up  with  religious  houses,  where 
the  work  of  inquiry  and  examination  of  individuals  formed  part 
of  a  procedure  which,  usually  filling  a  whole  day,  was  often  extended 
to  two  or  even  three  days.  The  visitation  of  deaneries  was  a  more 
summary  business,  confined  for  each  deanery  to  a  day  on  which 
the  clergy  and  churchwardens  of  the  various  parishes  met  at  some 
central  church,  and  the  wardens  made  their  presentations  and 
complaints.  Thus  the  centres  for  Atwater's  Leicester  visitation 
were  at  Market  Harborough,  Lutterworth,  Market  Bosworth,  Lough- 
borough, Leicester  (for  two  deaneries)  and  Melton  Mowbray.  The 
correction  of  offenders  was  reserved  for  future  treatment  by  special 
summons.  Atwater's  clerks  were  very  diligent  in  recording  the 
comperta  of  these  visitations,  and  it  could  be  wished  that  Long- 
land's,  who  were  active  in  monasteries,  had  taken  a  less  perfunctory 
view  of  their  duties.  It  is  indeed  satisfactory  to  find  the  parishes 
of  more  than  one  rural  deanery  noted,  one  after  another,  with 
the  uniform   Omnia  bene,   varied   by  Omnia   recta  or  occasionally 

^  See  ]j.  xxi  above,  note   1. 
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decorated  with  the  suave  comment  Omnia  perfecta.  In  some  cases 
a  reference  to  previous  notes  on  the  same  places  makes  us  wonder 
by  what  process  of  purification  faultlessness  had  been  attained  in 
the  period  between  1518  and  1530.  But  the  phrase  nulla  sunt 
impunita  implies  that  in  the  interval  cases  for  correction  had  been 
taken  in  hand  by  the  local  archdeacon's  official  and  commissaries 
and  those  reserved  to  the  bishop  sent  up  for  judgment  to  the 
commissaries  who  sat  wherever  he  happened  to  be  residing.  I 
suspect,  however,  that  the  perpetual  recurrence  of  Omnia  bene, 
coupled  with  the  very  brief  references  to  serious  defaults,  means 
that  the  clerks  who  attended  Longland's  vicar-general  on  his 
travels,  having  collected  the  visitation  fees,  did  not  press  the 
churchwardens  for  further  information. 

For  this  reason  it  is  impossible,  where  visitations  of  the  same 
deanery  are  recorded  in  both  MSS.,  to  obtain  any  satisfactory 
estimate  of  improvement  or  decline  during  the  intervening  period. 
The  details  from  Oxfordshire  parishes,  set  down  by  Atwater's 
clerks  in  1520,  are  admirably  full.  On  the  other  hand,  William 
Walker,  the  scribe  who  accompanied  the  vicar-general  and  Dr. 
Morgan  on  their  Oxfordshire  tour  twelve  years  later,  felt  that  his 
duty  was  done  when  he  had  written  down  the  names  of  clergy  and 
wardens  and  the  conventional  Omnia  bene,  and  it  was  rarely  that 
he  went  into  further  details,  although  when  he  did  he  was  not 
uninteresting.  He  had  a  good  deal  to  say  about  the  moral  failings 
of  the  parishioners  of  Bicester,  but,  when  we  look  back  to  the 
visitation  of  1520,  the  scribe  was  mainly  interested  in  persons 
who  were  withholding  small  sums  due  to  the  fabric  fund,  and  other 
notes  are  scanty.  This  of  course  may  simply  reflect  a  variation 
in  the  temperament  of  the  churchwardens  with  regard  to  the 
relative  importance  of  forms  of  sin.  At  the  same  time,  their 
presentations  were  made  in  answer  to  set  questions,  and  it  is  clear 
that  their  examiners  often  laid  emphasis  on  particular  points  in 
one  district  which  in  others  they  practically  neglected.  In  Lincoln- 
shire in  1519  the  question  whether  the  incumbent  had  any  female 
relations  or  servants  living  in  his  house  constantly  takes  the  first 
place.  This  was  not  omitted  elsewhere  :  it  was  frequently  asked 
during  the  Oxford  visitation  of  1520  ;  but  there  were  parts  of  the 
diocese  in  which  it  was  hardly  touched  upon,  and  in  Buckinghamshire 
in  1519,  though  frequently  mentioned,  it  was  quite  overshadowed 
by  the  attention  given  to  leases  of  rectories  to  laymen.  Yet  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  that  either  practice  was  specially  confined  to 
certain  areas,  and  the  conclusion  seems  to  be  that  the  returns 
reflect  the  topics  which  for  the  time  being  were  uppermost  in  the 
mind  of  the  visitor. 

In  spite  of  this  want  of  uniformity,  it  is  possible  to  collect 
facts  which  have  a  typical  importance  for  the  diocese  as  a  whole. 
It  may  be  useful  to  recaU  some  elementary  details.     Parochial 
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benefices  were  of  three  kinds,  those  of  which  the  incumbent  was 
the  rector  or  parson — the  two  terms  are  synonymous^ — in  receipt 
of  all  the  tithe,  those  in  which  the  rectory,  with  the  great  tithe  of 
corn  and  hay,  was  appropriated  to  a  religious  corporation  and  in 
which  the  incumbent  was  a  vicar  with  a  fixed  endowment  usually 
consisting  of  oblations  and  altar  fees  and  most  of  the  small  tithes 
or  of  an  annual  stipend  in  lieu  of  them,  and  certain  appropriated 
churches  in  which  no  vicarage  had  been  ordained  and  the  cure  of 
souls  was  served  by  a  chaplain  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
proprietors.  In  the  case  of  unappropriated  rectories,  the  incumbents 
were  very  frequently  non-resident.  Patrons  had  from  time  im- 
memorial been  in  the  habit  of  regarding  the  more  valuable  benefices 
in  their  gift  as  suitable  sources  of  income  for  clerks  in  their  service 
or  in  that  of  the  Crown.  Dispensations  for  non-residence  on  specified 
grounds  which  were  liberally  interpreted  could  be  easily  obtained 
from  diocesans,  and  the  custom  was  extended  further  by  the 
systematic  grant  of  papal  dispensations  for  plurality.  In  such 
instances  the  cure  of  souls  was  habitually  deputed  to  a  curate, 
hired  by  the  rector  for  an  annual  stipend  and  known  as  the  parish 
priest.  Occasionally  the  rectory  was  regarded  as  a  permanent 
sinecure  and  a  vicarage  was  endowed  ;  but  such  vicarages,  common 
in  the  thirteenth  century,  often  lapsed  in  process  of  time,  and  the 
number  which  survived  at  a  later  date  was  very  few.-  Vicars 
on  the  other  hand,  were  canonically  bound  to  reside,  but  a  growing 
tendency  to  disregard  this  obligation  is  noticeable  after  the  middle 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  in  any  case,  where  a  vicar  could  afford 
it,  he  kept  a  curate  upon  w  horn  much  of  his  parochial  work  devolved. 
Rectors  and  vicars,  however,  whether  resident  or  not,  had 
certain  legal  obligations  to  the  fabrics  of  their  churches.  The 
chancel  was  the  rector's  property  :  the  duties  of  rebuilding  and 
repair  devolved  upon  him,  and  that  these  were  taken  seriously 
by  many  individual  rectors  can  be  proved  by  ocular  evidence.^ 
These  duties  naturally  passed  to  the  religious  proprietors  of  rectories, 
by  whom  they  inevitably  were  performed  less  thoroughly  and 
punctually.  Appropriation  was  a  remedy  for  the  needs  of  establish- 
ments whose  own  buildings  were  a  matter  of  constant  expense 
and  which  found  it  difficult  to  make  both  ends  meet.  Ordinations 
of  vicarages  contained  clauses  which  divided  the  responsibility 
for  ordinary  burdens,  the  charges  which  had  to  be  met  regularly, 

^  In  N.E.D.  the  earliest  example  of  the  use  of  '  parson  '  in  its  popular  and 
vulgarised  sense  is  from  Love's    Labour's  Lost  (c.  1588). 

-  Where,  as  in  the  case  of  Bringhurst  (see  p.  xviii  above,  note  2),  a  vicarage  of 
this  kind  existed  in  a  chvu-eh  at  the  time  of  its  apjaropriation,  it  was  naturally 
continued  vmder  the  new  regime. 

'  The  fine  lith-centinry  chancels  of  which  Lincolnshire,  Nottinghamshire  and 
Derbyshire  contain  many  examples,  were  invariably  supplied  by  individual  rectors, 
such  as  Richard  Pottesgrave  at  Heckington,  where  the  appropriation  of  the  church 
to  Bardney  abbey  (1345),  like  that  of  Carcolston  church  to  Worksop  priory  (1337), 
was  obviously  later  than  the  rebuilding  of  the  chancel. 
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and  extraordinary  burdens,  which  included  occasional  repah's 
and  renewals  of  the  chancel  and  its  furniture,  between  the  proprietors 
and  the  vicar.  These  vary  but,  in  the  case  of  repairs,  the  normal 
principle  was  that,  whUe  the  vicar  met  the  charges  of  books,  vest- 
ments and  wax,  bread  and  wine  for  the  altar,  the  proprietors 
paid  for  the  fabric.  But  it  became  a  common  practice  to  charge 
the  vicar  with  one-third  of  the  fabric  expenses  and,  in  some  late 
medieval  vicarages  in  which  the  vicar  received  an  annual  stipend 
in  lieu  of  his  portion  of  the  fruits,  the  stipend  was  so  arranged  that 
the   proprietors   were   free   of  all   responsibility   for   the   chancel.^ 

As  regarded  the  rest  of  the  church,  responsibility  lay  with  the 
parishioners.  The  fabric  fund,  depending  upon  a  number  of  sources 
and  continually  replenished  by  bequests  in  wills,  was  under  the 
control  of  the  two  wardens,  the  iconomi  or,  as  they  are  once  called 
in  the  Longland  MS.,  ediles,  who  presented  annual  accounts  of 
their  stewardship.  The  incumbent,  who  held  the  third  key  of  the 
parish  chest,  had  oversight  of  their  proceedings  and  exercised 
a  certain  amount  of  advisory  discretion,  especially  with  regard  to 
the  disposal  of  the  yearly  balances.  The  fabric  fund  indeed  was 
used  for  purposes  beyond  its  nominal  object  :  primarily  intended 
for  the  upkeep  of  the  building,  it  became  the  general  parochial 
fund  from  which  public  needs  were  supplied  and  charitable  grants 
made,  and  so  the  wardens  of  the  fabric  developed  into  parochial 
overseers  and  took  their  part  in  the  machinery  of  local  government. 

If  there  is  a  single  point  which  can  be  illustrated  over  and 
over  again  from  our  documents,  it  is  the  condition  of  church  fabrics 
and  their  immediate  precincts.  I  take  the  evidence  from  one 
deanery  in  1518,  Gartree,  the  southern  deanery  of  Leicestershire, 
comprising  the  upland  country  between  Leicester  and  Market 
Harborough,  a  rural  district  without  any  conspicuously  handsome 
churches.  There  are  returns  from  thirty-eight  parish  churches 
and  nine  dependent  chapels.  In  twenty  churches  and  four  chapels 
the  fabrics  were  in  need  of  repair,  more  frequently  as  regards  the 
chancel,  but  in  several  cases  in  the  nave.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
churches  in  the  district  is  that  of  Medbourne  on  the  border  of 
Northamjjtonshire  beside  the  Wei  land,  remarkable  for  its  large 
transeptal  chapels,  dissimilar  in  design  and  size.  Here  the  gutter 
of  St.  Katherine's  chapel  needed  repair,  and  the  roof  of  the  Lady 
chapel  in  the  opposite  transept  needed  repointing.  At  King's 
Norton  the  north  aisle  of  the  nave  was  ruinous  ;  in  the  neighbouring 
church  of  Galby  the  south  aisle  was  defective  as  regards  its  leaden 
roof.  The  words  '  defective  '  and  "  ruinous  '  occur  frequently. 
It  may  be  doubted  whether  either  means  much  more  than  "  out  of 
repair  ',  and,  where  details  are  specified,  it  is  usually  the  roofing, 
whether  of  lead,  local  slates,  or,  as  at  Fleckney,  of  brick  tiles,  which 

^  As,  e.g.,  at  the  churches  of  Heversham  and  Burton-in-Kendal  {Vorks.  Ardiceol. 
Journ.,  XXX,  47). 
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is  mentioned.  At  Wistow  the  chancel  was  exposed  to  rain,  a  common 
complaint  :  here  also  and  at  Market  Harborough  the  walls  of  the 
chancel  showed  decay.  Windows  in  several  churches  were  either 
broken  or  weak  in  mullions  and  tracery. 

From  eight  came  complaints  of  unenclosed  churchyards. 
At  Great  Glen  and  its  chapel  of  Great  Stretton  and  at  Carlton 
Curlieu  the  font-covers  were  without  locks.  At  Church  Langton, 
the  tall  tower  of  which  stands  high  on  the  ridge  between  the  Welland 
and  the  head-waters  of  the  Soar,  there  was  no  surplice  and  the 
great  service-books  in  choir  were  without  their  clasps.  A  new 
tabernacle  or  hanging  pyx  was  wanting  at  the  chapel  of  Thorp 
Langton.  There  were  no  altar-cloths  in  the  chapel  of  Holt,  which 
adjoins  the  beautiful  late  fifteenth -century  mansion  on  the  hill 
above  Medbourne,  and  the  rector  of  Medbourne  was  blamed  for 
the  carelessness  that  had  suffered  the  chancel  to  go  to  decay.  ^ 
Similarly  at  Laughton  there  were  neither  frontals  nor  fair  hnen 
cloths  for  the  altars,  and  at  Ilston,  a  chapel  of  Carlton  Curlieu, 
there  were  no  seemly  altar-cloths.  At  Stonton  Wyvill  the  suits 
of  vestments  were  imperfect.  There  was  no  parish  bier  at  Kib worth  : 
at  Slawston  there  was  no  light  to  bear  before  the  Host  when  the 
priest  took  it  to  the  sick.  At  Newton  Harcourt  in  the  parish  of 
Wistow  there  was  no  corporal  and  no  pyx. 

These  defects  were  on  the  whole  not  very  serious.  An  inventory 
of  church  goods  in  any  rural  area  to-day  would  probably  reveal 
prayer-books  that  had  lost  their  clasps,  altar-cloths  that  had  long 
seen  their  best  days,  even  leaking  chancel-roofs.  But  the  cumulative 
evidence  points  to  a  pervading  carelessness  which  is  borne  out  by 
returns  from  other  quarters.  Thus,  in  the  adjoining  deanery  of 
Guthlaxton,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Lenton  near  Nottingham, 
the  proprietors  of  the  church  of  Wlgston,  had  allowed  the  chancel 
to  fall  into  such  disrepair  that  the  high  altar  was  open  to  the  rain 
and  its  ornaments  were  rotting.  The  rectory  house  and  its  premises, 
their  special  care,  were  in  bad  condition  ;  no  vicarage  house  had 
been  built  since  the  comparatively  recent  appropriation  ;  the  prior 
and  convent  had  neglected  their  obligation  to  supply  a  silken 
cope  ;  the  distribution  of  alms  among  the  poor,  which  was  a  condition 
of  appropriation, 2  was  omitted.  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Leicester 
had  not  distributed  alms  to  the  poor  of  Enderby  for  sixteen  years, 
and  the  roof,  walls  and  windows  of  the  chancel  were  in  a  sad  state 
of  dilapidation.  Here  too  vicar  and  churchwardens  were  negligent. 
There  were  no  cruets  for  the  service  of  the  altar,  no  linen  cloth 
to  cover  the  Host  in  the  pyx.  Locks  and  keys  were  wanting  for 
the  font  and  the  vessel  which  held  the  chrism,  and  it  was  presumably 
on  this  ground  that  the  parish  curate  complained  of  the  parishioners. 

^  See  G.  F.  Famham  and  A.  Hamilton  Thompson,  The  Manor,  House  and  CJmpel 
of  Holt  (Trans.  Leices.  Archspol.  Soc,  XIII  [1924],  199-244. 
^  15  Ric.   II.,  c.  6  (,Stat.  Realm.   II,   80). 
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Humberstone  on  the  outskirts  of  Leicester  was  another  of  the 
numerous  appropriated  churches  of  Leicester  abbey.  Here  the 
image  of  the  patron  saint  in  the  chancel  was  old  and  rotten,  the 
chancel  pavement  was  broken,  the  pyx  above  the  high  altar  was 
exposed  to  the  weather,  and  there  was  no  sacring  bell. 

A  very  long  catalogue  of  such  defects  might  be  made  from  the 
whole  diocese,  for  they  occur  everywhere,  and  not  merely  in 
appropriated  churches,  though  it  is  from  them  that  the  most 
conspicuous  examples  may  be  drawn.  Undoubtedly  proprietors 
were  grossly  careless.  At  Garthorpe  near  Melton  Mowbray,  where 
the  prior  and  convent  of  Kirkby  Bellars  were  rectors,  the  chancel, 
it  was  said,  was  not  built  :  this  probably  implies  incomplete 
rebuilding,  which  may  have  extended  to  the  whole  church,  as 
the  walls  of  the  nave  were  not  whitewashed.  At  Stow  by  Folkingham 
in  Kesteven,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Sempringham  had  suffered 
the  chancel  to  fall  to  the  ground.  But  individual  rectors  were 
equally  to  blame,  as  at  Easington  in  the  (^hiltern  district  of  Oxford- 
shire, where  the  story  of  neglect  is  complete.  In  the  non-residence 
of  the  rector  the  chancel  roof  and  pavement  were  dilapidated  and 
the  churchyard  wall  had  faUen  down.  The  roof  of  the  nave  was 
like  that  of  the  chancel.  In  May,  1520,  there  had  been  no  service 
in  the  church  since  Easter.  In  default  of  a  non-resident  vicar, 
the  furniture  of  the  chancel  of  Laughton  in  north  Lincolnshire 
had  sadly  deteriorated.  '  They  have  no  ordinal,  missal  or  grayle. 
The  portas  and  the  censer  are  in  need  of  repair.  The  pyx  is  broken, 
the  chrism atory  is  made  of  wood,  and  the  vicar  does  not  reside. 
They  also  lack  two  candlesticks.'  For  tliese  defects  tlie  proprietors, 
Thornholm  priory,  were  not  to  blame.  Occasionally,  too,  dilapidation 
occurred  owing  to  a  disputed  responsibility.  The  nave  of  the 
abbey  church  of  Bourne  was  used  by  the  parishioners,  who  maintained 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  abbot  to  clean  the  gutter  between  the 
church  and  cloister  :  he  had  left  it  alone,  and  the  nave  consequently 
suffered.  Or,  again,  the  parishioners  of  the  chapel  of  Chetwood 
in  Buckingham shu*e  laid  all  blame  for  disrepair  upon  the  proprietors, 
the  abbot  and  convent  of  Nutley.  '  There  used  to  be  three  bells 
there,  and  now  there  is  but  one.  They  have  no  good  vestments 
for  the  priest,  nor  are  the  books  sufficient.  The  font  is  broken, 
the  glass  windows  in  the  church  are  broken.  It  rains  in  several 
parts   of  the   church.' 

To  take  a  few  more  scattered  instances.  The  chancel  of 
Holton-le-Clay,  near  Grimsby,  had  been  steadily  deteriorating  in 
roof  and  walls  for  fifteen  years  :  the  parishioners  had  often  com- 
plained of  the  negligence  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Humberstone, 
but  without  remedy.  This  is  not  at  all  surprising,  considering 
that  Humberstone  for  years  past  had  barely  kept  its  head  above 
water,  financially  speaking,  and  that  it  was  one  of  those  small 
houses    whose    suppression    anticipated    the    general    Dissolution, 
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In  the  churchyard  of  Althorpe  by  the  Trent  there  was  a  ruinous 
chapel  dedicated  to  St.  James,  whose  decay  was  attributed  by  tlie 
parish  to  the  rector,  Master  Ralph  Babyngton,  a  non-resident. 
At  Coggs,  the  Oxfordshii'e  parish  which  adjoins  Witney  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Windrush,  there  had  been  a  fire,  and  the  altar 
ornaments  were  burned.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  provost  and 
fellows  of  Eton,  the  proprietors,  had  recently,  by  what  authority 
is  not  recorded,  suppressed  the  vicarage,  and  the  vicar,  John  Stag, 
had  become  their  curate,  so  that  the  supply  of  new  ornaments 
obviously  M'as  the  duty  of  the  college.  An  instance  of  the  evil  of 
appropriation  to  distant  monasteries  comes  from  the  noble  church 
of  Kirton-in-Holland,  a  few  miles  south  of  Boston,  which  was 
appropriated  to  the  nunnery  of  Minchin  Buckland  in  West  Somerset. 
The  prioress  and  convent  did  not  meet  their  burdens,  the  chancel 
and  the  rectory  were  exceedingly  dilapidated,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  church  was  sometimes  put  under  interdict  for  days 
together,  so  that  the  parishioners  were  forced  to  go  to  other  churches 
for  service  and  for  sacraments  and  sacramentals. 

The  state  of  churchyards  was  often  disgraceful.  Not  only 
were  walls  and  fences  broken  down  and  defective,  but  animals  of 
aU  kinds  made  churchyards  their  lair,  as  at  Melton  Mowbray, 
where  the  vicar  attributed  this  to  the  carelessness  of  the  parishioners. 
At  Ashby-de-la-Zouch  part  of  the  area  was  given  over  to  pigs  : 
the  churchyard  of  Iver  in  Buckinghamshire  was  the  ordhiary 
feeding-place  for  swine.  At  Amersham,  Little  Missenden  and  Ivinghoe 
brute  beasts  took  advantage  of  broken  fences  to  browse  as  in  other 
pastui-es.  The  vicar  of  Stewkley,  the  well  known  twelfth-century 
church  near  Leighton  Buzzard,  put  in  his  beasts  to  browse  :  at 
Cublington,  where  the  rector,  John  Beswick,  Uved  at  Manchester, 
his  farmer  let  his  beasts  in  and  broke  the  churchyard  gate.  Other 
Buckinghamshire  examples  can  be  cited  from  Waddesdon  and 
Quainton  in  the  vale  of  Ajdesbury.  But  the  abuse  was  common  : 
sometimes,  as  at  Swaton,  near  Sleaford,  the  rector  used  the  church- 
yard for  his  own  beasts,  sometimes,  as  at  Loughton  in  the  same 
part  of  Lincolnshire,  the  vicar  of  which  was  a  canon  of  Sempringham, 
the  parishioners  were  allowed  to  feed  their  beasts  there.  Here 
and  there  we  meet  instances  of  the  felUng  of  trees  in  churchyards, 
a  point  of  law  which  was  a  time-honoured  subject  of  argument. 
The  abbot  of  Missenden  cut  '  a  log  called  an  ew  tre '  which  grew 
in  the  parish  churchyard,  while  the  rector  of  Cuxham  in  Oxfordshire 
lopped  off  boughs  which  grew  over  the  churchyard  wall  and  kept 
them  for  his  own  use. 

As  I  have  already  said,  non-resident  rectors  were  common. 
At  Fawley  in  Buckinghamshire  there  had  been  no  resident  rector 
for  thirty  years.  Owing  to  the  principle  by  wliich  unappropriated 
rectories,  where  their  value  was  above  the  average,  were  reserved 
by  patrons  for  presentation  to  clerks  in  active  work  to  whom  they 
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meant  merely  a  source  of  income,  the  most  important  parisli  churches 
often  lacked  a  resident  incumbent.  This  is  illustrated  in  the 
Leicestershire  deanery  of  Gartree,  already  quoted  in  another 
context.  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Leicester,  for  example,  had 
presented  master  Polydore,  the  papal  collector,  to  the  rectory  of 
Langton — the  famous  Polydore  Virgil,  also  archdeacon  of  Weils. 
It  was  well  worth  the  while  for  a  monastery  to  keep  some  of  its 
benefices  unappropriated  as  perquisites  for  influential  clerks  from 
whom  they  expected  help  in  high  quarters  when  their  rights,  as 
was  constantly  the  case,  needed  defence.  Husbands  Bosworth 
was  also  in  the  gift  of  Leicester  abbey  :  the  rector,  whose  name 
is  not  given,  was  non-resident.  Houghton-on-the  Hill  had  formerly 
been  in  the  patronage  of  the  Norman  abbey  of  St-Pierre-sur-Dives 
as  an  appurtenance  of  its  priory  at  Wolston,  between  Rugby  and 
Coventry.  On  the  resumption  of  alien  priories,  the  advowson  had 
passed  to  Richard  II 's  Charterhouse  of  St.  Anne  at  Coventry. 
In  1518  the  rector  was  master  Thomas  Wigston,  a  member  of  a 
family  famous  in  Leicester  and  Coventry  and  brother  of  the  great 
Leicester  merchant  William  Wigston.  His  home  was  in  the  Newarke 
college  at  Leicester,  of  which  he  was  a  canon,  but,  though  he  did 
not  reside  at  Houghton,  he  was  near  enough  to  his  church  to  pay 
some  attention  to  it,  and  it  is  to  his  credit  that  Houghton  was 
one  of  the  very  few  parishes  in  the  deanery  of  which  the  church- 
wardens were  content  to  say  Omnia  bene.  Of  Master  Roger  Pysford, 
the  non-resident  rector  of  Medbourne,  we  know  that  he  belonged 
to  a  well  known  family  of  Coventry  merchants  related  to  William 
Wigston,  whose  wife's  brother,  John  Pysford,  was  rector  of  Baginton 
in  Warwickshire.  The  rector  of  Stockerston,  a  quiet  village  in 
the  broad  pastures  west  of  Uppingham  whose  retii'ed  situation 
might  well  tempt  a  rector  of  studious  tastes  to  residence,  was 
apparently  an  obscure  person.  But  the  rector  of  Saddington, 
near  Market  Harborough,  was  master  John  Silvester,  one  of  Atwater's 
commissaries.  The  patrons  were  the  far  distant  abbot  and  convent 
of  St.  Agatha  at  Easby  in  Richmondshire,  whose  hereditary  patrons, 
the  Scropes,  possessed  much  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Saddington  and  to  whom  a  pension  of  13s.  4d.  was  annually  due 
from  the  church.  We  might  hope  that,  if  Silvester  did  not  reside, 
he  would  at  any  rate  have  been  careful  to  avoid  sins  of  omission 
which  he  was  accustomed  to  correct  in  others.  No  complaints, 
it  is  true,  were  made  of  the  state  of  the  church  itself,  a  modest 
building  of  no  great  dignity,  but  the  rectory,  a  term  which  includes 
the  house,  outbuildings  and  glebe,  was  ruinous  in  divers  parts, 
and,  if  it  was  farmed  out  after  the  usual  custom,  the  farmer  should 
have  been  kept  up  to  the  mark  in  the  matter  of  repairs. 

Pluralism  was  still  rampant  :n  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  and 
legislation  was  soon  to  give  it  further  opportunities  under  the 
royal  supremacy,  when  the  conversion  of  cathedral  dignities  into 


INTRODUCTION  xxxi 

sinecures  made  it  possible  for  Nicholas  Wotton  to  hold  the  deaneries 
of  Canterburj'  and  York  and  the  archdeaconry  of  Gloucester 
simultaneously.  The  rector  of  Kings  Ripton  was  also  rector  of 
Hemingford  Abbots,  both  in  Huntingdonshire,  but  resided  in 
neither.  Henry  Sutton,  rector  of  Cadeby  near  Market  Bosworth, 
preferred  to  live  at  his  church  of  Newton  Saint  Loe  near  Bath. 
Similarly  the  rector  of  Congerstone  resided  at  Boddington,  on  the 
borders  of  Northamptonshire  and  Warwickshire.  Dr.  Gamaliel 
Clifton,  rector  of  jMuston  in  the  vale  of  Bel  voir  in  1518,  was  a  canon 
of  York  and  well  beneficed  elsewhere.^  The  rector  of  Hawridge 
in  Buckinghamshire  preferred  a  curacy  at  St.  John  the  Evangelist, 
Watling  Street,  in  the  city  of  London,  thus  pursuing  the  course 
which  Chaucer  contrasted  with  his  parson's  devotion  to  his  parish. 
In  the  same  way  the  rector  of  Anderby  in  East  Lincolnshire  lived 
in  London  at  the  church  of  St.  Swithin,  London  Stone,  the  rector 
of  Newton  Purcell  in  Oxfordshire  had  a  cure  in  London,  and  in 
1530  it  was  found  that  his  curate  at  Newton  Purcell  officiated  only 
on  feast-days.  The  rector  of  Little  Steeping  farmed  the  church 
of  Wainfleet  All  Saints  and  resided  there  :  he  himself  farmed  the 
rectory  to  a  layman  who  kept  his  horse  in  the  churchyard.  The 
rector  of  Waddingham  St.  Mary's  and  the  chapel  of  Snitterby, 
on  the  road  from  Lincoln  to  Brigg,  resided  at  Dogdyke  in  the  fens 
east  of  Boston,  where  he  was  incumbent  of  a  chantry,  and 
the  rector  of  Blyborough,  near  Kirton  Lindsey,  was  a  chantry 
priest  at  Beverley.  The  rector  of  Heapham  near  Gainsborough 
had  one  of  the  lesser  benefices  in  Lincoln  JNIinister,  either  as  a 
chantry  priest  or  vicar  choral.  It  is  certainly  the  case  that  a  chantry 
seems  to  have  provided  in  many  cases  a  better  living  than  a  poor 
rectory.  The  rector  of  Hockhffe  in  Bedfordshire  had  a  chantry  at 
Chalgrove,  and  a  chantry  of  course  required  that  personal  daily 
attendance  which  a  rector  could  depute  to  a  curate.  The  same 
thing  is  true  of  a  parochial  curacy,  and  the  rector  of  Puttenham 
in  Hertfordshire  may  have  found  a  more  lucrative  post  as  curate 
of  the  important  church  of  Hackney. 

But  the  taking  of  such  curacies  by  beneficed  clergy  certainly 
led  to  abuses.  The  attractive  church  of  Ashwell  near  Royston, 
celebrated  for  its  mediaeval  graffiti,  was  appropriated  to  West- 
minster abbey.  In  1518  the  vicar  was  non-resident,  and  chancel 
and  vicarage  were  alike  dilapidated.  The  church,  thus  neglected 
by  its  proprietors  and  its  lawful  incumbent,  was  served  by  a  curate, 
Thomas  Bagthwaite,  who  himself  was  the  incumbent  of  two  vicarages 
so  far  apart  as  Mitcham  in  Surrey  and  Canewdon  in  Essex.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  what  account  he  gave  of  himself 

^  He  was  at  this  time  prebendary  of  Wistow  in  York  (Le  Neve,  III,  226).  His 
chief  preferments  came  later,  canon  of  Windsor  in  1522,  prebendary  of  Pratum 
Minus  in  Hereford,  1528,  dean  of  Hereford  and  prebendary  of  Barton  and  Colwall, 
1529-41  {ibid.,  Ill,  3'J2  ;  I,  477,  499,  525).  He  left  Muston  before  1525,  when  he 
was  rector  of  Kirkby-on-Bain  and  Surfleet,  both  in  Lincolnshire. 
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when  summoned  to  appear  before  the  vicar-general  at  Hertford. 
A  somewhat  diverting  versatility  was  shown  by  Thomas  Philipps, 
curate  of  Wootton  in  the  deanery  of  Woodstock.  He  was  rector 
of  Silton  on  the  borders  of  Dorset  and  Somerset,  but  he  was  also 
chantry  priest  in  the  king's  manor-house  at  Woodstock.  As  Wootton 
is  not  far  from  Woodstock,  he  may  have  managed  to  say  mass 
in  both  places  on  the  same  morning  ;  but  his  heart  was  in  the 
cattle-trade  and  he  always  went  out  to  look  at  his  sheep  in  the 
morning  before  he  said  mass  at  Wootton.  He  was  a  common 
buyer  and  seller  of  sheep  and  oxen,  he  put  his  sheep  in  the  church- 
yard, and  a  parishioner,  coming  to  make  his  confession  on  St. 
Matthew's  day,  found  him  shoeing  a  horse. 

There  were  rectors  of  course  who,  like  the  rector  of  Folkingham 
and  Dr.  Dingley,  rector  of  Conington  in  1530,  were  in  the  King's 
service.  The  rector  of  Berkhampstead  St.  Mary  in  1530  was  in 
the  service  of  Katherme  of  Aragon,  the  rector  of  Kelshall  in  that 
of  Princess  Mary.  John  Blamire,  rector  of  Cottingham  in  North- 
amptonshire, in  the  same  year  was  attendant  upon  one  of  the 
king's  justices.  Local  magnates  also  tempted  rectors  from  their 
cures.  Sir  John  Hussey  had  more  than  one  rector  m  his  household  : 
John  Gascoigne,  rector  of  Grainsby,  lived  in  the  household  of  Lady 
Tailboys  at  Goltho.  The  rector  of  Heather  in  Leicestershire  was 
with  '  master  Newport  '  at  St.  Sithney  m  Cornwall.  But  in  all 
these  instances  tenure  of  the  livings  was  probably  contingent 
upon  services  done  to  patrons  ;  and,  although  the  non-residence 
of  a  vicar  ought  not  to  have  been  encouraged  in  respectable 
ecclesiastical  circles,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  residence  of 
the  vicar  of  Great  and  Little  Paxton,  near  St.  Neots,  at  Lincoln, 
was  due  to  the  desire  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln,  the 
proprietors,  to  retain  the  services  of  the  vicar-choral  whom  they 
had  presented  to  the  Living.  Mentions  of  student-rectors  at  the 
universities  are  not  very  frequent,  but  this  may  often  have  been 
the  cause  of  non-residence  not  otherwise  specified,  and  it  is  note- 
worthy that  in  1519  three  incumbents  of  parishes  in  the  Lincolnshire 
deanery  of  Wraggoe  were  absentees  on  this  ground,  the  rectors  of 
South  WiUingham  and  Burgh-on-Bain  at  Cambridge,  and  the 
rector  of  Rand  at  Oxford. 

As  everyone  knows,  monks  could  not  hold  parochial  cures 
canonically.  Vicarages  were  wont  to  be  held  and  governed  by 
seculars,  and,  though  considerable  liberty  in  this  respect  was 
permitted  to  canons  regular,  the  traces  of  the  slackening  of  the 
rule  as  regards  monks  in  the  later  middle  ages  are  rare.  Occasionally 
an  abbot  or  some  promment  monk  was  allowed  to  hold  a  rectory 
or  vicarage  in  commendam,  though  in  such  cases  no  practical 
difference  seems  to  have  been  made  between  commendation  and  insti- 
tution. The  abbot  of  Thame  was  incumbent  of  an  Oxfordshire  living. 
The  church   of  Brocklesby,   not  far  from  the  Premonstratensian 
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abbey  of  Newhouse,  the  site  of  which  is  enclosed  in  Brocklesby 
park,  was  held  by  an  ex-abbot,  Robert  Esington.  This,  however, 
was  in  keeping  with  the  general  hcence  which  from  time  immemorial 
had  allowed  Premonstratensian  canons  to  hold  cures.  But,  if 
freehold  benefices  were  denied  to  monks,  it  was  possible  for  them 
to  slip  into  parochial  cures.  The  chapel  served  by  a  Cistercian 
from  Medmenham  in  the  parish  of  Lewknor  in  1518  seems  to  have 
belonged  to  the  monastery,  and  the  proceeding  here  was  in  perfect 
order,  although  the  services  drew  parishioners  away  from  the 
parish  church.  A  Cistercian  monk  from  Revesby  abbey  served 
the  church  of  Wilksby  in  1519.  Here  a  poor  rectory  had  lapsed 
to  the  bishop's  presentation  and,  as  the  revenues  were  so  small 
that  no  secular  priest  would  accept  it,  he  gave  it  into  the  charge  of 
the  abbot  of  Revesby,  who  served  it  for  nothing.  At  Begbrooke 
in  Oxfordshire  in  1530,  there  was  no  permanent  curate,  but  a 
monk  :  the  rector,  John  Russell,  was  also  vicar  of  Yarnton.  The 
chapel  of  Newnham  Murren  in  the  parish  of  North  Stoke,  recently 
appropriated  to  St.  John's  college  at  Cambridge,  was  now  and 
then  served  by  a  friar,  so  that  it  was  often  impossible  for  parishioners 
to  obtain  the  sacraments  without  hiring  a  curate,  and,  as  master 
Thomas  Bradshaw,  the  curate  of  North  Stoke,  was  engaged  in 
the  service  of  the  earl  of  Derby,  they  probably  had  to  go  far  afield. 
At  Bladon,  the  parish  church  of  Woodstock,  the  farmer  of  the 
rectory  supplied  no  curate,  and  the  inhabitants  were  obHged  to 
put  up  with  the  casual  services  of  a  friar. 

The  trouble  which  a  monastery  could  give  to  an  appropriated 
church  at  its  doors  is  well  seen  in  the  case  of  Spalding,  where  the 
beautiful  parish  church  stood  close  to  the  priory.  There  was  no 
vicar,  but  the  prior  had  been  accustomed  to  maintain  two  secular 
parish  chaplains.  In  1519  he  supplied  only  one,  and  on  festivals 
he  deprived  the  church  of  its  four  parish  clerks,  whom  he  wanted 
to  sing  in  the  conventual  choir,  although  they  were  paid  by  the 
parishioners.  Further,  though  bound  to  supply  two  deacons,  he 
would  pay  only  one,  and  the  secular  chaplain  whom  it  was  his 
duty  to  find  for  the  chapel  of  Holy  Rood,  and  who  was  expected 
to  take  part  in  the  services  of  the  parish  church,  was  superseded 
by  a  monk.  Thus  a  large  and  flourishing  parochial  establishment, 
worthy  of  the  dignity  of  the  church,  was  sadly  cut  down.  What 
was  worse,  the  curates  whom  the  prior  hired  were  unsuitable  and 
unlearned,  and  no  honest  priest  could  live  on  the  salary  he  offered. 
The  existing  curate  took  no  account  of  time  :  sometimes  parishioners 
who  came  to  mass  and  the  hours  found  them  finished,  sometimes 
they  had  to  wait.  He  would  not  go  to  the  house  of  a  deceased 
parishioner  to  accompany  the  funeral  procession  unless  he  was 
paid  twopence.  There  were  several  charges  of  incontinence  against 
him.  His  slackness  affected  the  whole  parish.  The  chantry  priests 
and  guild  chaplains  took  no  part  in  choir  services,   but  celebrated 
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their  masses  as  early  as  they  could,  thus  attracting  worshippers 
from  the  parish  mass.    For  all  this  the  prior  was  primarily  responsible. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  much  of  vicarages  served  by  canons 
regular,  for  the  practice  was  an  old  one  and  was  certainly  recognised 
by  founders  of  canons'  houses  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  their  existence,  ^ 
Although  it  proved  extremely  inconvenient  and  attempts  were 
made  to  stop  it,  yet  a  number  of  monasteries,  such  as  St.  Frideswide's 
at  Oxford  and  Nutley  abbey,  had  steadily  maintained  it  without 
opposition,  and  after  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  when 
the  priesthood  had  been  diminished  by  pestilence,  the  number  of 
canons  instituted  to  vicarages  increased.^  The  canon  of  Thornholme 
who  was  vicar  of  Orby  in  1519  showed  little  evidence  of  devotion 
to  the  religious  life.  His  brother  with  his  wife  and  another  woman 
lived  in  the  vicarage  with  him  and  he  fed  his  cattle  in  the  churchyard. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Gilbertine  canon  who  was  vicar  of  Sixhills 
kept  up  no  establishment,  but  slept  and  had  his  meals  in  the  priory. 
At  the  same  time  he  was  very  attentive  to  the  local  squire  and  his 
wife  and,  when  the  church  was  full,  he  would  not  begin  service 
until  they  came  ;  but,  if  no-one  was  in  church  but  master  Moigne, 
he  would  begin  without  waiting  for  anyone  else.  On  the  whole, 
cures  served  by  religious  suffered  somewhat  from  the  divided 
interests  or  from  the  neglect  of  their  incumbents.  Thomas 
Oxford,  the  canon  of  St.  Frideswide's  who  was  vicar  of  Worminghall 
in  1518,  was  not  a  good  advertisement  for  the  practice.  '  He  will 
not  suffer  candles  offered  to  the  images  of  saints  by  parishioners 
to  be  lit,  but  straightway  he  takes  them  off  and  keeps  them  ' — 
not,  indeed,  out  of  a  sturdy  protestantism,  but  probably  out  of 
a  wish  to  light  the  vicarage  house  for  nothing.  '  He  feeds  his  vile 
flocks  in  the  churchyard.  He  is  noted  of  incontinence  with  one 
Cecily  .  .  .  He  does  not  celebrate  divine  service  at  the  wonted 
hours.  Of  his  neglect  he  suffered  two  priests'  vestments  to  be 
burned  in  the  church  there  and  made  no  amends  to  the  parishioners. 
The  same  vicar  is  a  canon,  and  the  rectory  is  ruinous.'  But  by 
1530  any  will  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Frideswide's  to  repair 
the  rectory  was  beyond  recall,  for  they  had  disappeared  to  make 
way  for  the  dean  and  canons  of  Wolsey's  new  foundation,  the 
Collegium  Cardinalitiujn. 

It  would  be  a  possible,  if  somewhat  laborious,  and  a  not  wholly 
profitless  task  to  compile  a  clerical  directory  for  several  years  at 
the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century.  It  might  be  hard  to  find 
an  address  for  Thomas  Brian,  the  non-resident  rector  of  North 
Coates,  near  Grimsby,  who  had  another  benefice  at  Ardeley  in 
Hertfordshire  where  he  preferred  to  reside  ;  but  he  was  a  restless 
being,  sometimes  in  one  place,  sometimes  in  another.    There  were 

1  See  W.  H.  Frere's  paper  on  Barnwell  Priory  in  Fasciculus  J .  W .  Clark  dicatus, 
Cambridge,   1909. 

2  See  Archceol.  Journ.,  LXXI,  118-120  ;    Thoreaby  Soc,  XXX.  32-36. 
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rectors  who  had  apparently  gone  and  left  no  address,  like  Thomas 
Lewys,   rector  of  Rothwell  in  the   Lincolnshire  wolds,   who   was 
eventually  discovered  in  Lord  Derby's  household.     The  rector  of 
OfiFord   Cluny   in   Huntingdonshire   was   entirely   unknown   to   his 
flock.     But,  if  rectors  and  even  vicars  were  chary  of  enfeoffing 
themselves  to  popularity,  curates  were  usually  on  the  spot.     The 
unbeneficed  priest,   drawn  from  the  class  to  which  most  of  the 
parishioners  in  his  charge  belonged,  may  often  have  been  excellent 
and  highly  suitable.      But  an  ill  and  casually  paid  post,  with  no 
security  of  tenure,  was  not  a  very  promising  field  for  the  display 
of  the  virtues,  and  parish  priests  often  behaved  singularly.     No 
figure  in  these  documents  can  be  made  out  more  clearly  than  that 
of  the  parish  curate  of  Loughborough  in  1518.    '  He  is  so  neglectful 
that  several  of  the  parishioners  have  died  without  the  sacraments 
of  the  Church.    When  he  is  summoned  to  administer  them,  he  will 
not  do  it,  but  abandons  himself  to  games   and   jesting,  nor   will 
he  leave  them  to  visit  a  sick  parishioner.     He  says  openly  that  he 
will  not  come  at  the  first  bidding  of  any  parishioner,  nor  is  he 
bound  so  to  do.     He  gives  himself  to  fishing  and  fowling,  and,  if 
he  knows  that  there  is  a  sick  person  to  be  visited  or  a  little  child 
to  be  christened,  then  wiU  he  be  off  to  his  fishing  and  fowling  and 
teU  the  other  chaplains  to  minister  these  sacraments,   and  that 
habitually.     Moreover,  he  will  not  suffer  the  clerks  and  the  other 
priests  in  time  of  mass  to  have  the  song  called  in  English  pricksong. 
He  says  that  this  manner  of  song  was  invented  out  of  nothing  but 
pride  !  '     To  this  opinion  there  are  some,  even  in  our  own  day, 
who  would  narrowly  subscribe,  but  who  otherwise  would  have  Httle 
sympathy  with  this  hard-bitten  sportsman.    Sir  Richard,  the  curate 
of  Hawridge,  was  a  muscular  Christian  who  played  football  in  his 
shirt  :   he  was  also  addicted  to  dicing,  and  lived  at  Chesham,  which 
probably  gave  him  a  wider  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  talents. 
We  may  suspect  him,  however,  of  combining  his  cure  with  that 
of  Chesham  Leicester,  the  moiety  of  the  church  appropriated  to 
Leicester  abbey  ;   and  it  is  possibly  owing  to  the  needs  of  this  more 
populous   parish  that   he   showed   such   expedition   in   welcoming 
the  spring  solstice  at  Hawridge,  for  on  Palm  Sunday,  Good  Friday, 
Easter  Even  and  Easter  day  he  got  through  all  his  services  at 
Hawridge,  including  compline,  before  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
At  Hardwick  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  Sir  William  the  curate 
disturbed  the  peace  of  the  parish  by  his  argumentative  and  quarrel- 
some temper.     He  drew  his  sword  on  Thomas  Bek,  and  another 
time  he  struck  Henry  Ships  and  tore  his  clothes.    As  was  customary 
with  temperamental  curates,  he  kept  no  regular  hours  for  service  ; 
but  he  was  amenable  to  correction  and  promised  to  mend  his  ways. 
Sir  Agnus  was  a  very  unsuitable  name  for  a  chaplain  at  Fulstow, 
near  Louth,  who  was  a  common  brawler,  kept  suspicious  company 
in  his  house  and  was  found  daily  in  the  village  inn.    Robert  Wright, 


xxxvi  INTRODUCTION 

the  curate  of  Surfleet,  irregular  in  the  performance  of  divine  service, 
gave  his  time  to  business,  acquiring  leases  and  selling  hemp,  grain 
and  cattle.  The  curate  of  Clee,  near  Grimsby,  did  not  trouble 
to  reside.  The  temptations  of  the  Humber  were  too  much  for  Sir 
George,  the  curate  of  Barton-on-Humber,  who  was  a  common 
fisherman  and  went  out  wading  :  he  was  also  a  ready  man  with 
his  hands,  and  was  accused  of  assaulting  the  town  watchmen. 
At  St.  Michael's,  Oxford,  the  curate  never  preached  and  refused 
to  visit  the  sick. 

Aldenham  in  Hertfordshire,  appropriated  to  St.  Albans,  was 
one  of  the  too  numerous  churches  which  lacked  a  resident  vicar, 
for  master  Robert  Marshall  lived  at  a  hospital  at  Hemmgbrough 
in  Yorkshire,  which  means  that  he  was  one  of  the  fellows 
of  the  college  of  chantry  priests  there.  ^  His  curate,  Robert  Lacy, 
kept  bad  company,  and  his  guilty  conscience  warned  him  to  flee 
before  the  face  of  the  visitor,  for  which  reason  he  was  suspended 
from  divine  service.  The  curate  of  Blackbourton  in  Oxfordshire, 
appropriated  to  Oseney,  was  a  canon  regular.  Like  e  thers  of  his  habit, 
he  kept  up  no  establishment.  He  refused  to  come  to  processions 
except  on  Sundays,  in  which  connexion  the  frequent  disinclination 
of  the  clergy  for  the  Rogationtide  processions  may  be  remarked. 
He  was  quick-tempered  and  once  in  a  fit  of  rage  he  tore  up  a  service- 
book.  This  incidentally  is  a  case  of  a  canon  who  was  willing  to 
act  within  certain  limits  as  a  perpetual  curate  ;  but  this  was 
not  always  so,  and  at  the  same  church  a  few  years  later 
there  was  no  regular  curate,  but  a  fresh  one  came  every  week. 
Even  where  there  was  a  curate  who,  normally  speaking,  was 
unobjectionable,  there  might  be  drawbacks.  In  1530  the  church- 
wardens of  Northmoor  in  Oxfordshire  wanted  a  fit  curate,  for  the 
man  whom  they  had.  Sir  William,  was  an  Irishman  and  they  could 
not  understand  him,  which,  they  said,  was  a  parlous  thing, 

Shakespeare  was  not  born  till  a  generation  later,  but  the  rural 
England  of  which  he  wrote  was  little  changed  from  that  which 
presents  itself  before  us  in  these  records.  Sir  Hugh  Evans  was 
serving  English  cures,  Dogberry  and  Verges  were  walking  the 
streets  of  Barton-on-Humber,  Peter  Turf  and  Henry  Pimpernel 
and  old  John  Naps  of  Greece  were  in  the  congregation  which  the 
vicar  of  Sixhills  kept  waiting  until  master  Moigne  and  his  lady  had 
entered  their  pew.  Of  them  and  their  ways  there  mIU  be  more  to 
say  and  at  present  we  are  concerned  with  the  clergy.  Irregularity 
in  the  hours  of  service  was  a  common  complaint  of  which  we  have 
several  examples,  and  we  have  seen  how  lightly  the  curate  of 
Hawridge  took  the  arduous  duties  of  Holy  Week  and  Easter.  Of 
quite  an  opposite  kind  was  the  conduct  of  the  vicar  of  Alconbury, 

1  He  was  provost  of  the  college  1515-1531.  The  inscription  on  his  tombstone 
in  Hemingbrough  church  records  that  he  was  lounder  of  the  chantry  of  All  Saints 
in  the  chxirch  of  Darlington  and  of  the  free  grammar  school  in  that  town.  (Burton, 
Hist.  Hemingbrough,  ed.  Raine,  pp.  32,  73,   74.) 
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near  Huntingdon,  who  on  Easter  day  in  1518  was  so  slow  over  his 
services  that  he  had  hardly  time  to  finish  mass  and  give  communion 
to  the  people.  Vespers  at  Cole  Orton  in  Leicestershire  were  con- 
stantly said  too  late,  and  the  rector  was  ordered  to  begin  them  at 
4  p.m.  on  festivals  and  an  hour  later  on  ordinary  days.  These 
were  places  at  which  old  accustomed  services  had  been  reduced. 
At  Little  Linford  in  Buckinghamshire  mass  had  been  said  three 
days  a  week  :  in  1518  it  was  said  only  on  Sundays.  The  vicarage 
of  Stantonbury  was  let  on  farm  to  the  vicar  of  Brad  well,  who 
neglected  it  and  left  it  without  a  curate,  and  disregarded  his  promise 
made  to  the  bishop  to  serve  it  three  days  in  the  week.  Complaints 
also  came  of  sacraments  and  ministrations  denied  to  individuals. 
The  rector  of  Orton  Longville  denied  the  charge  that  he  had  refused 
to  communicate  two  female  parishioners.  At  Bicker  in  the  Lincoln- 
shire fens  the  vicar  was  unready  to  administer  the  sacraments. 
The  curate  of  Pirton  in  Oxfordshire  refused  to  bury  a  corpse  on 
Thursday  in  Passion  week.  Like  the  curate  of  Spalding  already 
mentioned,  the  curate  of  Haseley  in  Oxfordshire  would  not  go 
further  than  the  church  gate  to  meet  a  funeral.  In  1530  the  curate 
of  Stoke  Pogis,  of  whose  recreations  we  have  no  record,  was  otherwise 
very  Uke  the  curate  of  Loughborough  in  1518.  He  declined  to 
attend  the  deathbed  of  one  of  the  rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet, 
John  Spygarnell,  who  was  laid  in  his  narrow  cell  without  the  last 
sacraments  ;  and  he  was  habitually  unready  to  visit  the  sick. 
The  vicar  of  Ingoldmells  in  1519  had  not  celebrated  twice  since 
Easter.  At  Bampton-in-the-Bush,  a  church  in  which  there  were 
three  vicarages,  the  clergy  were  slack  and  neglected  the  duty  of 
having  a  sung  mass  every  day,  and  one  of  them  had  allowed  a 
servant-maid  to  die  unhouselled  and  unannealed.  The  curate  of 
a  parish  near  Woodstock,  of  which  the  name  has  disappeared, 
would  not  teach  the  young — almost  the  only  mention,  by  the  way, 
of  a  parish  school.  At  Minster  LoveU  the  vicar  never  visited  his 
parishioners  until  they  were  dead,  and  then  he  buried  them  without 
mass  or  other  offices.  To  those  who  know  that  beautiful  church, 
with  its  ingenious  adaptation  of  a  fifteenth-century  tower  to  an  earlier 
transept-crossing,  there  is  some  interest  in  the  vicar's  refusal  to  allow 
the  parishioners  to  enter  the  chancel  for  the  elevation  of  the  Host. 

In  these  documents,  however,  we  must  not  look  for  architectural 
allusions,  and  the  numerous  notes  of  dilapidations  are  too  general 
in  their  terms  to  be  of  much  use.  Rather  more  definite  than  usual 
is  the  allusion  in  1519  to  the  recent  repair  of  the  pyramis,  the 
outer  roof  the  stately  church  of  Gedney  in  South  Lincoln- 
shire. We  know  too  that  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Croyland  had 
suffered  the  chancel  of  the  equally  magnificent  fenland  church  of 
Whaplode  to  go  to  ruin,  a  disaster  which  was  never  adequately 
repaired.  But  the  record  is  concerned,  not  with  aesthetic  matters, 
but  with  defaults  in  proprietors  and  clergy. 
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On  two  other  points  we  may  touch.  We  have  seen  that  clergymen 
occasionally  haunted  inns  ;  such  was  the  rector  of  East  Keal,  who 
went  to  the  tavern  every  day.  Rectors  who,  as  the  phrase  was, 
did  not  keep  hospitality,  sometimes  boarded  with  lay-folk,  like 
the  rectors  of  Candlesby  and  Gunby,  the  second  of  whom  boarded 
with  his  farmer.  On  the  other  hand,  an  exaggerated  interpretation 
"could  be  put  on  hospitality,  and  it  might  easily  be  turned  to  a 
source  of  profit.  It  was  highly  improper  for  the  farmer  at  Upton, 
near  St.  Ives,  to  keep  an  ale-house  in  the  rectory  house  and  set  up 
an  ale-pole  before  it.  But  it  was  scandalous  when  at  Thornton, 
near  Buckingham,  the  rector's  housekeeper,  Joan  Thakham,  set 
up  a  common  tavern  in  the  rectory  house.  There  was  more  than 
one  opinion  about  her  character.  Some  said  there  was  no  harm 
in  her  save  that  she  was  something  above  herself  and  talked  uppishly 
to  the  parishioners.  But  these,  we  may  suspect,  were  the  habitues 
of  the  bar  parlour  and  there  were  others  who  said  in  plain  words 
that  she  was  no  better  than  she  should  be  and  was  a  common  scold. 
In  any  case  the  rector  did  not  come  out  of  the  affair  with  flying 
colours.  The  vicar  of  Saleby,  who  was  a  canon  regular,  kept  his 
tavern  on  his  own  account,  with  his  sister  to  assist  him.  A  tavern 
in  the  vicarage  of  BroadweU  in  the  deanery  of  Witney  was  kept 
in  1530  by  a  layman,  Richard  Keymes. 

However  regrettable  such  incidents  may  be,  they  supply  an 
element  of  comedy  to  the  general  situation,  and  from  a  modern 
point  of  view  we  may  pass  too  severe  a  judgment  upon  sins  of 
omission  and  commission  which  were  then  notoriously  common 
and  which  church  courts  existed,  not  to  stop,  but  to  penalise. 
But  it  is  hardly  possible  to  avoid  noticing  the  effect  of  the  stereotyped 
system  of  ecclesiastical  government,  with  its  legahstic  basis  of 
ideas  and  its  mechanical  modes  of  action,  upon  the  hfe  of  the  Church 
as  a  whole.  I  do  not  say  that  the  abuses  which  were  rife  in  the 
sixteenth  century  were  different  from  or  any  worse  than  those  of 
Chaucer's  or  of  a  still  earlier  day.  But  apathy  had  certainly  spread, 
and  the  appreciation  of  the  value  of  good  works  had  come  to  a 
standstill.  The  age  of  Chaucer  was  a  period  in  which  the  foundation 
of  chantries,  whether  by  individuals  or  fraternities  and  guilds, 
was  still  actively  in  progress,  and,  if  the  founder  of  a  chantry 
thought  first  of  his  own  soul,  he  included  in  its  objects  the  welfare 
of  the  souls  of  others  who  were  equally  ready  to  do  the  same  for 
him.  But  in  the  sixteenth  century  no  symptom  was  more  significant 
of  imminent  change  than  the  decline  of  the  spirit  which  recognised 
the  duty  and  value  of  mutual  intercession.  The  foundation  of 
chantries  on  anything  like  the  old  scale  had  ceased,  and  our  docu- 
ments bear  abundant  witness  to  the  withdrawal  of  funds  raised 
for  this  purpose.  At  Thornborough  in  Buckinghamshire  the  master 
of  the  hospital  of  St.  Thomas  Acres  in  London  was  bound  to  pay 
ten  marks  yearly  to  a  chantry  priest,  but  no  such  priest  in  1518 
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had  been  seen  there  for  twenty  years.  The  executors  of  a  former 
vicar  of  Holbeach  and  his  brother  were  charged  to  maintain  a 
chaplain  for  their  souls  at  Whaplode  for  fifty  years,  but  the  chantry 
had  lapsed  for  eleven  years.  At  Waltham  near  Grimsby  the  chantry 
priest  had  ceased  to  celebrate.  A  chantrist  at  Tealby  near  Market 
Rasen,  probably  a  Gilbertine  canon,  had  abandoned  his  duties 
and  gone  to  live  at  Watton  in  the  East  Riding.  At  Winterton  the 
chantry  priest  was  old  and  blind  and  could  not  celebrate.  A 
chaplain  at  Chipping  Norton  had  wasted  the  fruits  of  his  chantry 
and  reduced  its  capital  to  an  insignificant  sum.  These  are  a  few 
conspicuous  instances  out  of  many.  And  I  must  own  that  exceptions 
in  this  as  in  other  cases  do  not  seem  to  be  very  plentiful.  The 
whole  spectacle  of  the  life  of  the  clergy  was  unpromising  :  such 
instances  as  I  have  quoted  are  typical.  But,  having  thus  surveyed 
the  condition  of  the  shepherds,  let  us  turn  to  the  sheep  and  see 
how  they  fared. 


III 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  the  general  proposition 
enunciated  by  Chaucer  that,  where  the  shepherd  himself  is  foul, 
the  sheep  can  hardly  be  expected  to  be  clean.  But  such  a  doctrine 
in  practice  throws  too  much  responsibility  upon  shepherds  who 
are,  after  all,  human  and  it  appears  to  presuppose  that  a  virtuous 
shepherd  exercises  an  almost  mechanical  influence  upon  his  flock, 
a  kind  of  irresistible  grace  without  the  need  of  active  co-operation 
on  their  part.  No  doubt  many  parsons,  vicars  and  curates  were 
seriously  blameworthy  :  the  parochial  clergy  in  many  places  set 
a  bad  example  which  lowered  the  tone  of  the  parish.  On  the  other 
hand,  those  of  whom  we  hear  most,  the  resident  curates,  were 
very  generally  of  the  same  class  as  most  of  the  villagers  among 
whom  they  lived,  their  education  was  of  a  very  elementary  kind, 
and  they  had  no  obligation  to  keep  hospitality  such  as  gave  rectors 
and  even  vicars  a  certain  degree  of  social  distinction.  The  local 
view  of  their  duties  was  largely  mechanical  ;  they  were  the  agents 
through  whom  the  means  of  grace  were  distributed  to  the  parishioners 
and  the  duties  required  of  them  were  to  be  punctual  at  the  altar, 
to  baptise  and  marry,  to  visit  the  sick  and  bury  the  dead,  and  to 
hear  confessions  at  Easter  and  at  other  times  when  they  were 
called  upon.  It  is  precisely  where  these  obligations  or  some  of 
them  were  neglected  that  the  indictment  is  swelled  by  complaints 
of  further  offences  ;  and,  human  nature  being  what  it  is,  it  may  be 
suspected  that,  if  a  priest  was  amenable  to  the  spiritual  demands 
of  his  people,  if  for  example  he  had  the  courtesy  to  meet  funeral 
processions  at  the  houses  of  deceased  persons  instead  of  waiting 
for  them  at  the  church  gate,  such  little  acts  would  cover  a  multitude 
of  sins,    But  in  matters  of  ordinary  conduct  it  wfis  very  easy  for  a 
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parish  priest  to  adopt  the  general  standard  of  his  flock,  and  the 
inducements  to  rise  superior  to  temptation  were  small. 

In  the  course  of  Atwater's  and  Longland's  visitations  the 
complaints  with  regard  to  the  lack  of  sermons  are  few.  But,  in 
view  of  the  constant  charge  of  remissness  brought  against  the 
.clergy,  of  which  we  have  had  numerous  examples,  we  can  hardly 
assume  that  parishioners  as  a  rule  were  well  instructed  from  the 
pulpit.  At  Harrington  in  East  Lincolnshire  it  was  said  in  1519 
that  the  rector  had  not  read  out  the  general  sentences,  the  articles 
of  the  faith  and  other  necessary  elements  of  religious  instruction 
for  three  or  four  years,  and  during  the  same  time  had  omitted 
'  the  customary  prayers,  in  Enghsh  beads,  bidden  in  the  pulpit  ', 
while  by  his  carelessness  there  was  no  perambulation  of  the  fields 
at  Rogationtide.  The  people  of  Ashwell  in  1530  had  not  had  a 
sermon  for  ten  years.  Such  positive  statements  are  rare,  and  it 
is  of  course  quite  possible  that  in  many  places  where  there  was 
much  need  for  correction  the  pubHc  declaration  of  the  essentials 
of  catholic  belief  and  practice  and  the  denouncement  of  sins  which 
the  Church  visited  with  excommunication  were  formally  uttered 
from  time  to  time.  Obviously,  where  this  was  not  done,  the 
parishioners  were  in  danger  of  complete  ignorance,  and  the  parish 
priest  himself  in  his  half-hearted  performance  of  his  routine  might 
become  forgetful  of  matters  of  which  his  grasp  had  never  been 
very  firm  or  intelligent.  We  all  probably  remember  the  tale  of 
the  priest  who,  announcing  the  festival  of  the  Epiphany  to  his 
congregation,  said  '  To-morrow  let  us  venerate  Epiphany  with 
deep  devotion,  for  it  is  a  very  high  and  principal  feast  :  I  know  not 
whether  Epiphany  was  a  man  or  woman,  but  whatever  it  may  have 
been,  this  day  must  be  observed  by  us  with  godly  fear  '.  Or  there 
is  the  story  of  the  Apennine  priest  who  let  time  shp  by  until,  on  one 
of  his  rare  visits  to  a  neighbouring  market  town,  he  found  that 
the  next  day  was  Palm  Sunday  and  that  he  had  entirely  forgotten 
Lent.  On  his  return  he  exhorted  his  parishioners  to  lose  no  time 
in  fasting  and  penance,  for,  he  said,  '  Lent  this  year  has  been  slow 
and  late  in  coming,  because  the  cold  weather  and  dangerous  roads 
have  hindered  him  from  crossing  our  mountains,  and  therefore 
he  has  come  with  footsteps  so  slow  and  weary,  that  now  he  has 
brought  with  him  no  more  than  a  week,  and  has  left  the  rest  behind 
him  on  the  way  '.^  The  downs  about  Luton  and  Dunstable  are  not 
so  formidable  as  the  Apennines,  but  they  are  susceptible  to  the 
winter's  flaw,  and  the  winter  of  1517-18  may  have  similarly  blinded 
the  curate  of  Whipsnade  to  the  passage  of  the  Church's  seasons, 
for  in  his  default  the  parishioners  were  eating  flesh  in  the  Ember 
days  before  Christmas,  and  the  oblations  of  Candlemas  were  deferred 
tiU  after  the  beginning  of  Lent. 

The  evidence  for  the  neglect  and  dilapidation  of  church  fabrics 

^  Both  stories  are  given  by  Gaselee,  Anthol.  Med.  Latin,  1925,  pp.  86,  91. 
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and  furniture  which  comes  from  one  Leicestershire  deanery  in 
1518  has  ah'eady  been  noticed.  For  this  rectors,  proprietors  and 
vicars  were  largely  responsible.  But  their  obligation  was  confined 
to  the  chancel  and  its  contents  and,  whether  from  lack  of  exhortation 
or  sheer  unwillingness,  the  parish  was  often  slow  in  keeping  the 
rest  of  the  building  in  repair.  Such  details  also  as  the  provision 
of  locks  for  font-covers,  which  were  so  often  wanting,  were  the 
business  of  the  parish,  and  the  mending  of  the  churchyard  fence, 
so  often  broken,  should  have  been  met  out  of  the  fabric  fund, 
although  churchwardens  often  laid  its  condition  at  the  door  of 
the  rector  or  his  farmer.  It  should  also  be  remembered,  where 
complaints  are  made  about  books  and  furniture,  though  local  custom 
varied,  the  general  rule  was  that  their  provision  and  upkeep  lay  with 
the  parishioners,  and  a  constitution  originally  issued  by  Archbishop 
Winchelsey  had  given  a  long  hst  of  articles  on  which  questions 
put  by  visitors  were  framed.^  Where  defects  in  such  particulars 
were  reported  at  a  visitation,  the  churchwardens  were  given  notice 
that  they  must  be  amended  within  a  certain  time  under  a  penalty 
of  6s.  8d.  Sometimes,  as  at  Thedding worth  in  the  deanery  of 
Gartree  and  Seagrave  in  the  deanery  of  Goscote,  it  was  reported 
that  repairs  to  the  nave  were  already  in  progress.  At  Stony  Stanton 
in  the  deanery  of  Guthlaxton  the  bell-tower  needed  repair,  and  the 
parishioners  were  ordered  to  make  defects  good  by  Michaelmas, 
approximately  three  months  from  the  date  of  visitation.  The 
rector  of  Edmondthorpe  in  the  deanery  of  Framland  complained 
that  the  bell-tower  threatened  to  fall,  but  the  parishioners  on  their 
part  stated  that  an  arch  in  the  chancel  was  in  Uke  condition.  An 
examination  of  the  returns  for  the  whole  archdeaconry  of  Leicester 
shows  that  there  was  not  much  to  choose  in  the  matter  of  neglect 
between  rectors  and  their  parishioners. 

The  Leicester  returns  are  largely  devoted  to  defects  of  fabric 
and  furniture,  and  indeed  harp  rather  monotonously  on  this  point 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  matters.  Churchwardens  seem  to  have 
had  no  hesitation  in  disclosing  such  weak  points.  It  is  rather 
unfortunate  that  this  set  of  returns  is  made  up  by  two  different 
scribes,  one  of  whom  made  very  short  and  summary  notes,  while 
the  other  went  much  more  fuUy  into  details  and  supplied  the  names 
of  clergy  and  churchwardens.  In  the  second  case  debts  to  the 
fabric  fund,  owing  to  the  default  of  executors  or  the  withholding 
of  customary  payments,  are  frequently  noted.  At  Desford  the 
previous  churchwardens  had  failed  to  render  an  account  and  refused 
to  do  so,  and  there  were  other  debtors  who  were  ordered  to  pay 
up  before  Michaelmas.  The  local  nobility  and  gentry  were  also 
troublesome.  Three  instances  of  this  occur  in  the  deanery  of 
Guthlaxton,  the  south-western  deanery  of  the  archdeaconry.     In 

^  See  Lyndwood,  ed.  1679,  p.  251,  Ut  parochiani.     The  earlier  version,  Ui  sciant, 
is  printed  ibid.,   app.   p.   35. 
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> 
connection  with  Ratby  there  is  the  note  that  '  dominus  marcis 
— the  marquess  of  Dorset,  whose  seat  was  at  Groby  on  the  edge 
of  Charnwood  forest — pretended  to  have  all  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction 
in  the  parish  and  usurped  the  same.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  church 
was  appropriated  to  the  prioress  and  convent  of  Nuneaton,  and 
the  reason  for  the  claim  of  the  Greys  of  Groby,  a  hamlet  in  the 
joarish,  to  peculiar  jurisdiction  is  not  at  all  clear.  The  fact  remains 
that  the  claim  was  recognised  and  that  this  manorial  peculiar 
existed  until  within  the  nineteenth  century.  A  parallel  instance, 
not  mentioned  in  these  returns,  is  that  of  Prestwold,  a  parish  near 
Loughborough,  where  the  church  was  appropriated  to  the  Gilbertine 
priory  of  BuUington.  Here,  however,  the  peculiar  jurisdiction  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor  does  not  seem  to  have  been  exercised  until 
a  later  date,  when  the  monastery  had  been  dissolved  and  its 
possessions  came  into  lay  hands,  and  it  seems  to  have  been  founded 
upon  the  erroneous  assumption  that  the  exemption  of  the  monastery 
from  diocesan  control  extended  to  its  property.  At  Ratby,  how- 
ever, no  such  reason  could  be  alleged  either  before  or  after  the 
dissolution  of  Nuneaton  priory,  and  the  peculiar  seems  to  have 
been  the  result  of  lay  encroachment  by  a  powerful  family  closely 
related  to  the  royal  house.  For  '  dominus  markis  '  was  the  grandson 
of  EUzabeth  Wydvile  and  the  grandfather  of  Lady  Jane  Grey, 
and  in  and  round  Leicester  the  Greys  held  their  heads  very  high  ; 
and  it  was  just  at  this  time  that  the  marquess's  brother.  Lord 
George  Grey,  dean  of  the  Newarke  college,  was  beginning  the 
dispute  with  his  canons  which  for  several  years  to  come  was  a 
fruitful  cause  of  strife  and  disorder  in  Leicester. 

A  member  of  a  less  exalted  house,  which,  however,  was  to 
achieve  nobility  and  become  immortalised  in  a  famous,  if  inaccurate, 
passage  of  Gibbon's  Autobiography , ^  owed  26s.  8d.  to  the  church- 
wardens of  Lutterworth.  This  was  William  Feilding  of  Newnham 
in  the  county  of  Warwick,  just  over  the  edge  of  the  parish  and 
divided  from  it  by  Watling  Street,  who  had  borrowed  the  money 
from  the  previous  wardens.  Martin  Feilding,  of  the  same  family, 
also  owed  ten  shillings.  In  this  case  the  family  seems  to  have  been 
content  with  borrowing  and  paying  not  again.  On  the  opposite 
side  of  Lutterworth,  however,  at  Misterton,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  stream  into  which  Wycliffe's  ashes  had  been  scattered,  master 
Thomas  Pulteney  pursued  a  policy  of  encroachment  which  threatened 
to  absorb  all  the  interests  of  the  parish  in  his  own  profit.  He  came 
of  a  family  of  London  merchants  whose  name  >.as  preserved  in 
the  common  title  of  the  church  of  St.  Laurence  Poultney  or  Pountney 
in  Candlewick  Street,  in  which  John  Pulteney,  mayor  of  London, 
had  founded  in  1345  a  college  of  a  warden  and  twelve  chaplains. 
It  seems  that  Thomas  Pulteney  had  acquired  the  farm  of  the  rectory 
of  Misterton,  one  of  those  churches  which  were  divided  into  two 

1  Gibbon,  Memoirs  of  my  Life,  ed.  Birkbeck  Hill,  1900,  pp.  4,  5. 
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moieties,  each  of  which  had  its  own  rector.  At  the  visitation  of 
1518  there  is  a  mention  of  one  rector,  and  we  know  that  a  few 
years  later  in  1526  both  moieties  were  full.^  If  Pulteney  farmed 
the  whole  rectory,  he  had  taken  full  advantage  of  the  situation. 
He  kept  back  the  tithe  of  lambs  and  wool,  the  most  productive 
of  the  small  tithes,  and  had  entered  upon  eight  virgates  of  glebe 
for  which  he  would  pay  nothing,  though  they  were  valued  at  five 
pounds  yearly.  He  had  further  occupied  two  virgates  which  had 
been  bequeathed  to  the  church  by  one  Alice  Smyth,  and  had  enclosed 
four  virgates  more  the  tithe  from  which  was  reckoned  at  four  pounds. 
He  also  had  some  closes  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  rector. 
Thomas  Pulteney  and  his  wife  sleep  in  the  chancel  at  Misterton 
beneath  a  handsome  alabaster  tomb,  and  while  the  husband  was 
busy  adding  field  to  field  and  removing  his  neighbours'  landmarks, 
the  wife  had  given  up  going  to  church  and  in  July  1518  had  not 
been  there  for  eight  months. 

Enclosures  at  the  expense  of  a  parish  church  are  noted  elsewhere, 
as  for  instance  at  Higham  Gobion  in  Bedfordshire,  where  the  whole 
parish  was  enclosed  and  there  was  only  one  parishioner.  The 
case  of  Noseley  in  Leicestershire,  where  everything  was  in  enclosure 
and  there  were  no  churchwardens,  was  of  long  standing.  The 
large  and  beautiful  chapel  which,  early  in  the  fourteenth  century, 
had  been  founded  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  Roger  Mortival,  arch- 
deacon of  Leicester  and  subsequently  bishop  of  Sahsbury,  remains 
close  to  the  manor-house.  It  was  a  small  collegiate  foundation 
for  a  warden  and  two  priests,  and  was  intended  to  serve  dwellers 
within  the  precincts  of  the  manor.-  There  was  also  a  local  parish 
church  in  the  gift  of  the  Norman  abbey  of  St.-Evroult,  and,  while 
the  chapel  was  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  rector  of 
Noseley,  a  formal  agreement  was  drawn  up  which  safeguarded  the 
rights  of  the  parish  church.  But  Noseley  was  a  small  and  remote 
country  place,  and  there  can  be  Httle  doubt  that  there  were  very 
few  parishioners  outside  the  area  served  by  the  chapel.  What 
with  the  precarious  condition  of  the  possessions  of  alien  monasteries 
in  England  during  the  Hundred  Years  War,  and  the  depopulation 
caused  by  the  Black  Death  and  succeeding  pestilences,  the  parish 
church  was  gradually  abandoned  and  left  to  ruin.  The  cure  of 
souls  was  formally  transferred  to  the  warden  of  the  chapel,  and 
the  whole  parish  by  the  end  of  the  middle  ages  was  within 
the  ring-fence  of  the  park  of  the  Hazleriggs.  Although  the 
warden  was  instituted  by  the  bishop  whose  right  of  visitation 
was  not  questioned,  yet  the  chapel  was  regarded  as  an  extra - 
parochial  liberty  subject  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  at  whose 
sole    disposition,    after   the    coUege    had    been    dissolved,    lay  the 

1  Salter.  Subsidy,  p.   103. 

^  See  Famham  and  Thompson,  The  Manor  of  Noseley  ;  Thompson,  The  Rectors 
of  the  Chapel  and  Parish  Church  of  Noseley  (Trana.  Leices.  Archaeol.  Soc,  XTI,  213- 
271  ;   XIII,  73-79). 
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appointment  of  the  chaplain,   and  to-day   it  is  purely  a  private 
chapel. 

The  relations  between  parish  churches  and  the  chapels  of 
hamlets,  for  the  study  of  which  Leicestershire  affords  a  very 
promising  field,  gave  rise  to  many  problems  ;  and  the  case  of 
Noseley,  just  cited,  is  typical  of  the  abnormal  aspects  which  such 
•relations  could  assume.  Ordinarilj^  speaking,  however,  the  chapel 
had  come  into  being  in  a  part  of  the  parish  from  which  regular 
access  to  the  mother  church  was  difficult  and  in  bad  weather 
impossible,  and  in  order  that  persons  so  situated  should  not  be 
deprived  of  sacraments  and  other  offices  of  the  church.  Some  of 
such  chapels  which  owed  their  origin  to  lords  of  manors  achieved 
practical  independence,  had  rectors  of  their  own  who  were  regularly 
instituted,  and  differed  from  parish  churches  only  in  the  fact  that 
they  were  regarded  as  sinecures,  the  mother  church  still  retaining 
in  name  the  cure  of  the  whole  parish,  in  token  of  which  it  received 
a  yearly  pension  from  the  chapel.  But  normally  the  chapel,  by 
whomsoever  it  might  have  been  founded,  was  dependent  upon  the 
parish  church  :  its  chaplain  was  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the 
parochial  incumbent,  and  on  certain  festivals  the  attendance  of 
its  people  or  their  representatives  was  requii'ed  at  the  mother 
church  in  token  of  its  subordinate  position.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  were  various  interpretations  of  the  liabilities  of  persons 
interested  in  the  chapel,  and  there  were  variations  in  practice  with 
regard  to  repairs  and  to  the  appointment  of  the  chaplain.  So 
long  as  the  rights  of  the  mother  church  were  properly  respected, 
it  was  an  advantage  to  the  incumbent  to  leave  the  affairs  of  the 
chapel  in  the  hands  of  those  for  whose  benefit  it  existed.  The 
absence  of  a  structural  division  between  nave  and  chancel  was 
very  general,  and  at  the  period  with  which  we  are  specially  concerned 
deeds  for  the  foundation  of  chapels  specify  or  imply  that  the  fabric 
was  the  care  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  chapelry.  Further,  if  by 
old  custom  the  appointment  of  a  chaplain  lay  with  the  parochial 
incumbent,  there  was  an  increasing  tendency  to  leave  the  inhabitants 
to  find  their  own  chaplain  and  supply  his  stipend.  The  reasonable- 
ness of  this  was  manifest,  for  the  whole  business  was  on  the  same 
footing  as  an  ordinary  stipendiary  service  in  a  parish  church  which 
was  maintained  solely  by  the  jDersons  for  whose  spiritual  benefit 
it  had  been  established. 

An  instance  of  the  obligation  of  the  people  of  a  hamlet  to 
repair  a  chapel  occurs  at  Great  Stretton  in  the  parish  of  Glen  Magna 
and  on  the  line  of  that  old  road  which  at  Cambridge  is  called  Via 
Devana,  but  in  Leicestershire  is  known  as  Gartree  Way.  It  was 
natural  that,  where  they  were  saddled  with  such  a  charge,  they 
should  feel  disinclined  to  take  their  share  in  the  upkeep  of  their 
mother  church.  Stapleton  in  the  parish  of  Barwell,  near  Hinckley, 
is  a  case  in  point.    In  the  large  parish  of  Barrow -on -Soar,  between 
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Leicester  and  Loughborough,  there  were  three  chapeh-ies,  repre- 
senting members  of  the  great  royal  manor  which  originallj'  included 
Charnwood  forest.  These  were  Quorn,  Mountsorrel  and  Woodhouse. 
All  refused  to  contribute  to  the  fabric  of  Barrow  church,  the  roof 
and  windows  of  which  were  in  bad  condition,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Quorn  were  summoned  before  the  bishop's  commissary  to  argue 
the  matter  without  the  people  of  Barrow.  At  the  same  time,  it 
was  ref)orted  that  the  roof  of  the  chancel  at  Quorn  was  leaking 
above  the  high  altar.  As  the  fabric  of  the  chapel  of  Quorn  differs 
in  no  way  from  that  of  an  ordinary  parish  church  of  average  size, 
repairs  to  the  chancel  may  have  devolved  upon  the  proprietors 
of  Barrow,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Leicester  ;  while  the  repairs 
of  the  chapels  in  the  north  and  south  aisles  were  certainly  met  by 
the  lords  of  the  manors  of  Quorndon  Netherhall  and  Overhall 
respectively.^  Agam,  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Thurmaston  on 
the  Fosse  way  north  of  Leicester  withheld  their  dues  to  the  fabric 
of  the  church  of  Barkby.  Another  aspect  of  the  relations  between 
chapelries  and  parish  churches  is  illustrated  by  a  case  from  Oxford- 
shire in  1530.  Usually  the  last  privilege  which  a  dependent  chapel 
acquired  was  the  right  of  burial,  and  incumbents  were  very  slow 
to  make  this  concession  and  so  endanger  a  profitable  source  of 
fees.  In  1530  the  inhabitants  of  Lower  Worton  were  still  buried 
in  the  churchyard  of  Great  Tew,  and,  when  the  great  bell  was  tolled 
for  a  funeral,  the  churchwardens  of  Tew  demanded  a  quarter  of 
the  customary  fee,  which  was  refused  them.  The  other  three  parts, 
with  regard  to  which  nothing  was  said,  presumably  were  divided 
between  the  incumbent  and  the  clerk.  On  the  whole,  however, 
the  inhabitants  of  chapelries  seem  to  have  paid  their  old  accustomed 
dues  without  demur,  and  three  centuries  were  yet  to  run  before  the 
ties  which  bound  them  to  their  parish  churches  were  generally 
broken. 

A  few  miscellaneous  instances  of  dues  withheld  from  a  parish 
church  may  be  mentioned.  Tetchwick  in  the  parish  of  Ludgershall 
was  a  hamlet  without  a  separate  chapel,  whose  inhabitants  paid 
their  contributions  peaceably  to  the  churchwardens  ;  but  Thomas 
Hawtrey  had  enclosed  the  whole  hamlet  and  refused  to  contribute 
to  repairs.  This  is,  of  course,  very  similar  to  the  case  of  Thomas 
Pulteney  at  Misterton.  At  Cole  Orton  in  Leicestershire  the  parish- 
ioners refused  to  pay  tithe  of  coal  to  the  rector.  As  it  is  stated 
that  the  vicar  of  Whitwick,  the  next  parish,  withheld  the  tithe  of 
coal  which  belonged  to  Cole  Orton,  it  is  safe  to  conclude  that  the 
source  of  the  dispute  lay  in  the  tithes  arising  from  the  chapelry  of 
Swannington,  an  early  centre  of  coal-mining  in  Leicestershire 
which,  subject  to  Whitwick,  lay  on  the  confines  of  both  parishes. 
It  was  just  about  the  same  time  that  William  Wigston  acquired 

1  See    Farnhani    and    Thompson,    St.    Bartholomew's    Church,    Quorndon   (Trans. 
Leices.  Archseol.  Soc,  XVI,  213-224). 
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the  manor  of  Swannington  for  the  hospital  which  he  was  founding 
in  Leicester,  to  the  great  future  profit  of  that  estabHshment.  The 
churchwardens  of  Marsh  Gibbon  in  Buckinghamshire  not  only 
refused  to  give  an  account  of  their  stewardship  but  would  not 
hand  over  the  goods  in  their  keeping  to  their  successors.  At 
Quainton  the  rector,  George  Brudenell,  owed  the  church  forty 
shillings  :  he  was  a  nuisance  to  his  parishioners  owing  to  his  persistent 
attempts  to  encroach  upon  the  town  commons  with  more  than  his 
share  of  beasts.  In  the  church  of  Greetham  near  Horncastle  a 
number  of  individuals  were  bound  to  supply  lights  to  burn  before 
the  Rood  and  other  images.  These  were  in  default,  and  the  wardens 
complained  that  Robert  Freman  of  Marehani  had  cut  the  leaf 
on  which  their  names  were  recorded  out  of  the  church  book,  probably 
the  missal.  The  wardens  of  a  parochial  guild  at  Brinkhill  in  the 
same  district  would  not  render  an  account  to  the  parishioners. 

The  defaults  of  executors  of  wills  in  neglecting  to  apply  for 
probate  and  letters  of  administration  are  often  noticed.  Humphrey 
Walcot  of  Morton,  near  Bourne,  presumed  to  administer  and  dispose 
of  the  goods  of  his  serving-man,  John  Clark,  and  Sir  John,  the 
chaplain  of  Horncastle,  who  was  prone  to  more  than  one  form  of 
social  irregularity,  was  accused  of  forging  a  will.  In  such  cases 
it  must  be  remembered  that  accusations  presented  to  a  visitor  were 
founded,  not  on  mere  hearsay,  but  on  grounds  of  notoriety,  and 
it  needed  a  strong  argument  to  remove  the  presumption  of  guilt. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the  very  frequent  presentments 
of  persons  guilty  of  ilUcit  relations  or  of  fostering  them  for  purposes 
of  gain.  To  found  a  theory  of  general  social  corruption  upon  the 
fact  that  charges  of  this  kind  were  common  would  be  absurd,  and 
they  form  no  trustworthy  basis  for  statistics.  It  may  be  added 
that,  if  they  did,  they  would  lead  to  no  conclusion  which  would 
shock  the  sensitive,  dehght  the  censorious,  or  encourage  the  beUever 
in  the  gradual  perfectibiUty  of  human  nature.  One  somewhat 
diverting  entry  in  a  brief  catalogue  of  the  sins  of  Wrangle,  a  village 
with  few  distractions  in  the  marshland  north  of  Boston,  records 
that  John  Barret,  a  summoner,  was  fond  of  suspect  company, 
'  in  English,  Litleprety  Jane  ',  and  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Magda- 
lene at  Oxford  another  character  who  bore  witness  to  the  permanence 
of  the  traits  which  Chaucer  discovered  in  the  Canterbury  pilgrims, 
a  pardoner,  had  stolen  the  heart  of  the  wife  of  William  Browne. 

If  in  our  own  day  the  morality  of  village  Hfe  is  still  a  problem 
and  incentive  to  the  social  reformer,  we  at  any  rate  behave  in  church 
with  a  certain  degree  of  decorum.  At  Whitsuntide  1518,  a  little 
more  than  a  fortnight  before  At  water's  commissary  came  to  Kim- 
bolton  for  the  visitation  of  the  deanery  of  Leightonstone,  John 
Lowth  of  Alconbury  had  assaulted  Thomas  Holmes  in  church  three 
times,  at  matins,  mass  and  vespers.  The  vicar  of  Broadwell,  in 
Oxfordshire,  who  otherwise  did  not  behave  well  to  his  flock,  pulled 
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a  woman  forcibly  from  her  seat  in  church  and  prevented  anyone 
else  from  taking  it.  Services  at  Wymondham,  near  Melton  Mowbray, 
were  rendered  disorderly  by  boys  and  some  of  the  older  parishioners 
who  made  a  noise  apparently  with  the  deliberate  intention  of 
hindering  the  congregation  from  following  the  service  ;  and  this, 
we  may  presume,  was  one  of  the  reasons  which  emptied  the  church 
before  the  end  of  matins.  At  Kii'kby  Bellars  boys  made  a  noise 
in  the  churchyard  during  divine  service,  when  talking  also  went 
on  inside  the  church,  six  persons  being  specially  named  for  this 
offence,  whom  the  curate  was  ordered  to  admonish  publicly  from 
the  altar.  No  such  remedy  could  have  been  profitably  applied 
to  the  infants  who  laughed,  wept  and  called  out  in  church  at  Kimpton 
in  Hertfordshire,  which  can  hardly  be  credited  with  a  monopoly 
of  this  nuisance.  Richard  Swetesure  and  William  Stryngar  were 
common  talkers  in  church  at  Ivinghoe  ;  John  Foscote,  who  was 
also  a  fraudulent  executor,  at  Great  Horwood.  Two  men  were 
named  at  Leverton,  north  of  Boston.  There  is  an  odd  entry  relating 
to  Gosberton  in  the  same  rural  deanery,  where  Thomas  Leyk 
hindered  service  with  a  small  infant.  As  the  same  Thomas  was 
presented  for  breaking  the  rood  in  the  same  church,  it  would  seem 
that  he  brought  the  child  to  church  with  deliberate  intent  to  annoy. 
An  entry,  however,  from  the  adjacent  parish  of  Surfleet  throws 
some  light  upon  the  infant.  '  A  little  infant  was  left  at  the  house 
of  Thomas  Leeke,  and  its  mother  alleged  that  Thomas  was  its 
father.  Thomas,  however,  denied  it,  and  so  the  child  was  carried 
about  from  place  to  place  and  is  ill-treated  and  in  peril.'  While 
presentments  of  talkers  in  church  are  fairly  common,  such  cases 
as  that  of  William  Aukland  and  William  Holme  of  Althorpe  in 
North  Lincolnshire,  who  played  at  dice  during  service  on  Saturday 
before  Palm  Sunday,  are  exceptional.  The  context,  however, 
leaves  it  in  doubt  whether  they  carried  on  their  game  in  church 
or  merely  stayed  away  for  the  purpose  of  playing. 

There  were  plenty  of  habitual  absentees  and  persons  who 
took  no  account  of  divine  service.  The  butchers  of  St.  Nicholas' 
parish,  Leicester,  ignored  the  divine  offices  on  feast-days  and 
hindered  others  from  coming  by  keeping  their  shops  open.  At 
Standlake  the  butchers  sold  flesh-meat  at  dawn  on  Sundays.  Three 
ale-wives  at  Surfleet,  a  troublesome  parish,  kept  pubHc-houses 
open  during  church-time,  which  attracted  numerous  customers, 
eight  of  whom  are  mentioned  by  name  ;  but,  as  the  ministrations 
of  the  curate  were  remarkably  casual  and  the  hours  of  service 
uncertain,  the  ale-house  oflered  a  natural  alternative.  It  must 
be  owned  that  the  ale-house  would  have  been  a  more  suitable 
setting  for  the  brawlings  of  John  Caule  and  Walter  Egliston,  which 
disturbed  the  church  and  the  whole  parish  of  Wyberton,  near 
Boston,  one  feast-day,  or  for  the  quarrels  between  James  Staynton 
and  Richard  jVIixhon  which  went  on  in  the  church  at  Owston  Feny, 
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while  John  Davie  and  Alexander  Nelson  preferred  the  wider  area 
of  the  churchyard  for  their  disputes. 

If  William,  the  serving-man  of  John  Holtby  of  Mavis  Enderby, 
had  been  to  church  in  the  morning,  the  vocational  zeal  which 
impelled  him  to  spend  one  Sunday  afternoon  in  '  le  spredinge 
■muke  '  was  a  light  oifence.  At  Humberstone,  a  seaside  parish  near 
Grimsby,  John  Coke  and  William  Richardson  went  fishing  in 
church  time.  Another  instance  of  an  ale-house  is  from  Sutton  in 
Bedfordshire,  where  John  Alen  and  Agnes  his  mfe  welcomed 
serving-men  and  labourers  who  ought  to  have  been  in  church. 
Thomas  Parkynson  of  Ashby-by-Partney  was  the  village  baker 
and  exercised  his  craft  on  Sundays  and  feast-days,  a  practice  in 
which  he  has  many  unconscious  imitators  in  our  own  day.  In 
the  parish  of  St.  Peter's,  Bedford,  Ralph  Low,  Henry  Glover,  Henry 
Badcock  and  five  other  persons,  one  with  the  curious  and  pontifical 
name  of  Sextus  Aydrian,  served  snacks  on  Sundays  and  festivals 
to  hungry  souls  who  could  not  wait  for  their  dinners  and  were 
tempted  in  consequence  to  neglect  their  prayers.  In  the  pleasant 
village  of  Sandy,  where  John  Merryweather  stayed  away  from 
church,  other  absentees  frequented  the  house  of  Mrs.  John  Clark, 
where  the  dice  rattled  continually. 

During  the  Oxfordshire  visitation  of  1530  John  Lyman,  an 
habitual  absentee  on  holidays  of  obligation  from  church  at  Sibford, 
a  chapelry  of  Swalcliffe,  went  out  on  the  feast  of  the  Assumption 
and  egit  vehiculum,  whether  as  a  carter  or  for  pleasure  seems 
uncertain.  Edmund  Sterre  of  Beaconsfield  in  the  same  year  had 
two  intelligible,  if  not  excusable,  reasons  for  avoiding  church  : 
he  was  afraid  that  writs  might  be  served  upon  him  and  he  was 
too  poor  to  afford  decent  clothes.  This  was  not  the  case  with 
Roger  Atwater  who  in  1518  Hved  at  Dunton  in  Buckinghamshire  : 
his  name  was  presented  by  the  churchwardens,  but  it  was  found 
that  he  had  an  episcopal  licence  for  an  oratory  in  his  own  house, 
and  he  was  probably  a  kinsman  of  the  bishop.  Others,  like  William 
Kisbe  of  Bottlebridge  in  Huntingdonshire,  had  formed  the  habit 
of  wandering  to  neighbouring  parish  churches.  A  number  of 
inhabitants  of  a  hamlet  which  had  no  chapel  of  its  own  in  the 
parish  of  Sibsey,  a  few  miles  from  Boston,  were  vagrant  church- 
goers. This  habit  seems  to  explain  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Misshell 
of  Taynton  in  Oxfordshire,  who  did  not  receive  communion  from 
her  own  curate  at  Easter,  and  neglected  to  bring  a  certificate  to 
the  vicar  to  the  effect  that  she  had  received  it  elsewhere. 

As  has  been  said,  Thomas  Leyk,  who  attended  Gosberton 
church  with  the  unfortunate  baby  whom  no-one  wanted,  also 
broke  the  rood  there  :  his  story  sounds  like  that  of  an  eccentric 
and  possibly  half-witted  person  who  had  conceived  an  objection 
to  images.  A  definite  case  of  suspected  heresy  comes  from  Little 
Steeping  in  Lincolnshire,  where  Simon  Downaby  had  the  reputation 
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of  wavering  in  the  faith  because  he  did  not  come  to  church  in 
service-time  to  hear  the  office,  but  always  absconded  at  such  times 
and  deserted  the  societ}^  of  his  fellow  parishioners,  and  had  done 
so  for  a  year.  A  serving-man  at  Hitchin  named  John  Conyngton 
had  spoken  words  that  sounded  like  heresy.  Of  John  Ingle  of 
Blunham  in  Bedfordshire  it  was  said  that  he  had  not  made  his 
Easter  communion.  When  he  came  to  mass,  he  did  not  gaze 
devoutly  upon  the  Lord's  Body  at  the  elevation  of  the  Host,  but 
lowered  his  head  and  laughed  inanely.  John  Hardy ng  of  Little 
Hampton  in  the  parish  of  Islip,  near  Oxford,  had  not  made  his 
confession  or  received  the  sacrament  in  the  same  year  (1518),  and 
Alice  Grene  of  the  same  parish  did  not  come  to  church  on  feast- 
days,  '  even  as  other  Christians  do  '.  At  Bampton-in-the-Bush 
John  Tebbys  the  elder  did  not  come  to  church  as  a  Christian  should, 
and  there  was  a  '  girl  of  great  age  '  (puella  magnc  etatis)  who  dwelt 
with  Joan  Grene  and  had  likewise  deserted  the  path  of  Christian 
duty  and  had  not  received  the  sacrament.  Such  instances  suggest, 
if  they  do  not  definitely  state,  unsoundness  in  the  faith,  and  the 
use  of  the  phrase  sicut  ceteri  Christiani  veniunt  or  facerent,  which 
is  not  used  where  absence  through  mere  slackness  or  indifference 
is  noted,  goes  far  to  confirm  this  suspicion.  In  the  Longland  MS. 
the  parochial  entries  in  which,  as  I  have  said,  are  seldom  detailed, 
the  most  conspicuous  instance  of  this  kind  is  that  of  Edmund 
Swifte  of  Kettering,  who  did  not  attend  the  divine  offices  at  the 
accustomed  hours  and  sometimes  omitted  to  make  his  confession 
in  Lent. 

We  might  expect  to  find  a  number  of  cases  of  sorcery  and 
superstition,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  are  no  more  than  two 
or  three.  At  Donington-on-Bain  in  the  wolds  of  Lincolnshire 
there  was  a  fortune-teller  named  Thomas  Petesby,  and  there  was 
a  witch,  Agnes  Dowson,  who  used  incantations  at  Scothern,  a  few 
miles  north-east  of  Lincoln.  At  South  Leigh,  between  Oxford  and 
Witney,  suspicion  of  idolatry  rested  upon  John  Phippes  and  Alice 
his  wife,  who  kept  a  cradle  in  their  room  at  night  and  made  believe 
that  there  was  a  child  in  it.  This  delusion  invented  by  a  childless 
couple  is  very  pathetic,  and  we  may  hope  that  the  visitor  dealt 
lightly  with  them  :  here  obviously  was  a  suitable  home  for  the 
unwanted  infant  who  came  under  observation  at  Surfleet  and 
Gosberton  in  the  following  year. 

In  1530,  however,  a  Dominican  friar  of  Dunstable  came,  with 
other  offenders,  before  Longland's  vicar-general  at  Dunstable  to 
answer  various  charges  which  include  the  use  of  charms  and 
incantations.  He  confessed  that  he  had  originally  been  professed 
as  a  monk  at  St.  Neots  but  had  left  the  religious  hfe  without  the 
prior's  Hcence.  How  or  when  he  entered  a  friary  is  not  recorded. 
He  held  no  licence  to  preach,  but  had  preached  in  two  churches. 
He  was  a  haunter  of  taverns,  eating  and  drinking  in  them  on 
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feastdays,  and  it  was  his  habit  to  say  his  mass  while  matins  were 
being  said  in  choii-,  and  to  resort  to  a  tavern  immediately  afterwards. 
Unfortunately,  the  seven  articles  which  were  laid  to  his  charge 
are  not  given,  as  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  he  denied  ; 
but  he  confessed  to  four,  denied  one  entirely,  and  qualified  his 
denials  of  the  other  tAvo  by  riders  which  were  sufficiently  damaging. 
He  had  taken  money  from  a  shepherd,  presumably  for  promising 
to  recover  a  lost  sheep,  for  in  this  context  he  confessed  '  that  he 
hath  said  that,  if  any  man  had  anything  stolen  he  would  tell  where 
it  were,  but  he  cannot  indeed  '.  Apparently  the  shepherd  had 
discovered  this  for  himself,  for  the  friar  had  undertaken  to  repay 
him.  Another  charge  against  him  seems  to  have  been  that  he 
had  taken  money  for  masses  fraudulently  from  ladies  who  had 
found  his  In  principio  pleasant.  He  denied  this,  '  but  he  saith 
that  there  is  a  collect  in  the  book,  if  the  priest  shall  say  the  collect 
for  a  woman  being  with  child  and  labouring  she  shall  speed  the 
better,  and  then  he  taketh  money  for  his  mass,  and  thus  he  telleth 
the  wives  '.  While  his  efforts  at  thaumaturgy  were  evidently 
transparent,  he  was  also  suspected  of  irreverent  behaviour  in 
public.  On  his  showing,  however,  there  was  little  more  in  this 
than  a  piece  of  stage  buffoonery.  '  He  saith  that  in  Christmas 
season  he  had  played  behind  a  coverlet  and  he  made  a  puppet  of 
clouts  with  his  finger  and  held  it  up  above  the  coverlet  and  said 
Domine  doctor  reverende  Welcom  Watt  from  Wende  ' — an  obscure 
remark  which  the  scribe  probably  heard  imperfectly — '  What 
tydinges  in  the  coosts  ?  and  he  said  naught  else.'  It  must  be  owned 
that  this  friar,  Thomas  Pett,  was  an  ineffective  person  whose 
pretended  magic  did  not  go  very  far,  and  a  degenerate  descendant 
of  the  worthy  Umitour  who  was  cleped  Huberd,  and  who  would 
have  carried  off  a  similar  situation  with  more  aplomb. 

The  most  fertile  causes  of  scandal  and  dissension  in  parishes 
were  the  habitual  backbiters  or  common  defamers  who  set  their 
neighbours  by  the  ears.  Sin  of  all  kinds  came  readily  to  one 
of  these,  Alice  Waytt  of  Hemingby.  At  Grainthorpe  Thomas 
Dam  spread  scandalous  reports  of  Isabel  Gremmesby  because 
WiUiam  Pennington  would  not  have  her  to  wife.  No -one  in  the 
parish  of  Hallington,  near  Louth,  was  safe  from  the  tongue  of 
Jane,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Moffam.  Simon  Wrawe  of  Greetwell 
near  Lincoln  was  a  terror  to  his  neighbours,  probably  owing  to  the 
quarrelsomeness  which  frequently  accompanied  the  habit  of 
defamation.  Common  scolds  abounded.  Thus  three  women 
disturbed  the  peace  of  the  chapelry  of  Wainfleet  St.  Thomas.  At 
Aylesby,  near  Grimsby,  there  were  two  more,  and  here  Elizabeth 
Waltham,  whose  name  suggests  her  relationship  to  a  family  well 
known  in  that  neighbourhood,  quarrelled  for  her  seat  in  church. 
But  to  enumerate  the  mere  names  of  scolds  and  backbiters  would 
be  tedious,  and,  if  the  bishops'  clerks  had  thought  fit  to  preserve 
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specimens  of  their  conversation,  it  would  probably  be  difficult  to 
make  an  improving  selection.  The  wit  of  the  ladies  who  frequented 
the  alehouse  of  Eleanor  Rumming  was  not  equal  to  their  volubility, 
or  the  topics  on  which  their  minds  dwelt  remarkable  for  their 
variety. 

At  Hartford  on  the  Great  Ouse,  between  St.  Ives  and  Hunting- 
don, John  Kareles  and  his  wife  stirred  up  much  strife  in  the  parish. 
When  pain  beni  was  distributed  in  church,  the  man  took  so  much 
that  other  parishioners  went  without  it.  His  wife  fomented  quarrels 
between  the  parishioners  and  the  vicar,  whom  she  flattered  and 
fed  with  lying  tales.  So  serious  was  the  disagreement  between 
the  vicar  and  his  flock  that  he  and  a  strange  man  had  walked  to 
church  through  the  whole  village,  armed  with  swords  and  shields. 
For  this  no  doubt  the  tales  told  by  Mrs.  Kareles  at  the  vicarage 
were  largely  responsible.  I  have  already  said  that  the  presence 
of  women  in  rectory  and  vicarage  houses  was  in  some  districts  a 
subject  of  common  enquiry  :  it  was  seldom  censured,  and  as  often 
as  not  the  churchwardens  stated  that  there  was  no  cause  for  suspicion 
or  objection.  Curates  in  their  lodgings  had  no  room  for  female 
relations  or  women  servants.  The  curate  of  Henley-on-Thames 
fell  under  suspicion  in  1530  for  allowing  one  Alice  Cristmas  to 
visit  him.  She  was  a  married  woman  and  her  husband  had  been 
in  the  parish  until  within  the  last  few  months,  but  had  then  sold 
his  goods  and  hers  and  absconded.  We  may  be  charitable  enough 
to  think  that  the  curate  had  taken  compassion  upon  the  deserted 
wife  and  did  the  best  he  could  for  her.  He  had  appointed  her  to 
collect  the  rectorial  tithes — the  rector  was  Dr.  Stokesley,  soon 
to  be  bishop  of  London — and  had  foimd  her  a  house.  Her  office 
was  not  one  which  would  have  increased  her  popularity  with  her 
neighbours,  and,  when  the  curate  fell  into  the  habit  of  referring 
to  her  child  as  his  spiritual  son,  the  parish  began  to  talk.  His 
behaviour  at  any  rate  was  foolish,  and  the  bishop's  commissary 
warned  him  to  abjure  her  company  and  avoid  her  as  he  would — 
what  is  not  stated,  as  the  MS.  is  torn  at  this  interesting  point. 
It  is  therefore  to  be  feared  that  the  lady  lost  that  opportunity 
for  parochial  usefulness  which  had  solaced  her  loneliness.  Parochial 
work,  however,  was  not  the  foible  of  Joan  Thakham  who,  as  we 
have  seen,  kept  an  alehouse  in  the  rectory  at  Thornton  in  Bucking- 
hamshire, but  the  opinion  of  the  parishioners  about  her  character 
was  divided,  and  the  worst  that  her  supporters  admitted  was  that 
she  was  too  high  and  mighty. 

We  have  touched  upon  most  of  the  points  at  which  the  records 
of  these  visitations  admit  us  to  the  ordinary  life  of  the  parish,  but 
there  are  still  a  few  more.  There  are  many  references  to  the  parish 
clerk,  the  aquebajulus  who  carried  the  holy-water  vessel  in  the 
Sunday  procession  and  made  himself  useful  about  the  church. 
He  was  provided  and  paid  by  the  parishioners  as  part  of  their 
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regular  dues,  like  the  four  clerks  of  Spalding  whom  the  prior 
impounded  for  the  services  of  the  conventual  church.  Clerks  were 
not  always  easy  to  deal  with.  The  clerk  of  Great  Peatling  in  1518 
would  not  obey  the  curate  in  things  lawful.  The  clerks  at  Chipping 
Norton  would  not  come  to  the  Rogationtide  processions  and  sang 
in  the  choir  without  their  surplices.  At  Harby  in  the  vale  of  Bel  voir 
the  parish-clerk  neglected  his  duty  of  keeping  the  church  ornaments 
clean.  In  some  places  the  parishioners  failed  to  provide  a  clerk, 
and  the  debts  due  to  parish  churches  are  specified  in  one  place  as 
including  arrears  of  the  clerk's  stipend,  just  as  they  included  such 
dues  as  quotas  towards  the  repair  of  the  fabric  or  of  the  churchyard 
fence. 

We  may  also  note  here  the  existence  of  those  church  houses 
which  were  used  for  common  parochial  purposes  and  in  which 
church  ales  were  held.  These  were  not  always  properly  kept  up, 
and  sometimes  they  had  been  ahenated.  At  Cheddington  in 
Buckinghamshire  there  was  a  house  which  long  ago  had  been  given 
to  the  parish  church.  In  1518  it  had  fallen  into  dilapidation,  and 
the  parishioners  did  not  dare  to  repair  it,  because  a  certain  William 
Couclyff  claimed  it  as  his  own  property.  At  Stonesfield  in  Oxford- 
shire the  rector  did  not  fulfil  his  duty  of  keeping  the  kitchen  of 
the  church  house  in  repair.  The  proceeds  of  the  church  ales  were 
of  course  devoted  to  the  fabric  fund  or  to  some  special  object 
connected  with  it  :  thus  an  inscription  on  a  screen  at  Thorpe-le- 
Soken  in  Essex  records  that  it  was  provided  out  of  the  produce 
of  the  ales.  At  Witney  in  1530  the  ale-money  was  in  the  hands 
of  two  parishioners  who  would  not  pay  it  in  to  the  church-wardens 
and  when  asked  flatly  refused  to  do  so.  To  the  profit  of  the  church 
also  went  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  wax  tapers  within  its  walls. 
At  Stoke  Hammond  in  Buckinghamshire  we  have  an  instance, 
probably  not  unique,  of  the  intrusion  of  unauthorised  taper-sellers, 
as  the  wardens  begged  that  no-one  should  be  allowed  to  sell  wax 
in  church  save  for  the  advantage  of  the  church  itself. 

Among  isolated  details  may  be  remarked  the  obligation  of 
the  rector  of  Broughton,  near  Banbury,  to  supply  the  parish  with 
a  bull  and  a  boar-pig,  which  in  1518  the  non-resident  rector  declined 
to  fulfil.  He  was  indeed  unready  to  meet  more  reasonable  obhgations 
such  as  the  provision  of  a  lamp  to  burn  in  church  and  the  payment 
of  the  deacon's  stipend.  Churchwardens  did  not  often  give  infomia- 
tion  about  the  settlement  of  strangers  in  their  parish  ;  but  at 
Beaconsfield  in  1530  there  was  noted  the  coming  of  a  foreign  woman 
to  the  town  a  year  before,  '  a  miserable  person,  half-witted,  and 
she  dwells  in  the  house  of  Thomas  Edward  '.  A  very  severe  sentence 
was  passed  in  the  same  year  upon  Margery  Bone,  a  widow  of 
Daventry,  whose  misconduct  was  notorious.  She  was  ordered  to 
leave  the  town  within  four  days  and  henceforward  to  sleep  at  a 
distance  of  not  less  than  two  miles  from  the  town.    But  two  miles 
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are  no  great  way,  and  we  may  doubt  whether  the  sentence  was 
altogether  ejETectual. 

The  inadequacy  of  such  penalties  as  ecclesiastical  judges 
could  impose  upon  spiritual  offenders  to  effect  thorough  correction 
or  permanent  reformation  is  obvious  and  can  be  more  fully  discussed 
in  connection  with  monasteries,  where  we  have  a  better  opportunity 
of  noting  their  results.  In  these  visitations  of  rural  deaneries, 
although  plenty  of  defaults  are  noted,  records  of  penalties  are 
entered  casuaUy  and  were  generally  left  for  future  entry  in  blank 
spaces.  The  normal  treatment  and,  we  may  add,  the  normal 
behaviour  as  exhibited  in  records  of  consistory  courts,  of  trans- 
gressors is  illustrated  by  the  sentence  pronounced  by  the  vicar- 
general  on  John  Metham,  who  broke  the  parish  chaplain's  head 
at  Princes  Risborough.  Summoned  and  called  by  name  in  the 
usual  form,  and  waited  for  during  a  decent  interval,  Metham  did 
not  appear  and  was  pronounced  contumacious  and  suspended  from 
entering  church.  It  is  possible  that,  summoned  again  to  wherever 
the  bishop  happened  to  be  for  the  time  being,  he  avoided  another 
sentence  of  contumacy  and  the  excommunication  associated  there- 
with :  and  very  often,  when  the  practical  inconveniences  of  excom- 
munication began  to  make  themselves  felt,  a  tardy  penitent  at 
last  appeared  to  make  his  peace  with  the  Church.  But  the  study 
of  such  cases  brings  with  it  a  strong  sense  of  the  purely  mechanical 
and  formal  action  of  a  system  which  might  put  a  temporary  check 
upon  sin,  but  possessed  no  power  to  effect  a  spiritual  change  or 
foster  the  fruits  of  repentance. 

Yet  the  defects  of  the  Church's  penal  system  were  no  new 
thing  :  the  stolid  legalism  of  attitude  which  it  opposed  to  human 
error  in  the  sixteenth  century  was  possibly  less  formidable  than 
it  had  been  in  previous  ages,  but  in  itself  it  was  unchanged  and, 
what  is  more,  it  survived  the  Reformation,  so  that  the  English 
Church  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  beneath  all 
outward  change  of  forms  and  ceremonies,  remained  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  the  Church  whose  laws  Atwater's  and  Longland's 
vicars-general  and  commissaries  administered.  For  the  breach 
with  the  papacy  made  no  difference  to  them  or  their  methods, 
and  they  communicated  these  to  their  successors.  Non-residence, 
pluralism,  the  ubiquity  of  the  parochial  curate  in  place  of  the 
parson  or  vicar,  were  as  familiar  in  the  reign  of  George  III  as  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  and  the  ecclesiastical  legislation  of  1836-40 
destroyed  far  more  of  the  old  system  than  the  Reformation  had 
overthrown.  We  may  wonder  whether  Iffley  was  very  different 
in  the  eighteenth  century  from  what  it  was  m  1518.  '  There  are  no 
resident  rector  or  vicar,  the  curate  does  not  sleep  in  the  parish. 
Three  men  do  not  come  to  church  on  feast-days,  and  John  Dey 
is  always  swearing  and  one  William  Pangbourn  likewise.'  This 
obstinate  survival  of  what,  looking  on  these  records  from  a  point 
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of  view  which  is  not  yet  four  generations  old,  we  regard  at  first 
sight  as  obsolete  and  outworn,  must  give  us  pause  when  we  are 
tempted  to  pass  condemnation  upon  the  Church  of  which  Wolsey 
was  the  chief  ornament  and  to  magnify  the  change  which  the 
Royal  Supremacy  wrought  in  it.  And,  when  we  look  upon  such 
symptoms  of  parish  life  as  those  which  have  been  reviewed,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  if  we  divest  them  of  those  contemporary 
accidents  which  make  them  appear  so  far  away  and  long  past, 
and  examine  their  substantial  character,  they  become  startlingly 
famihar  to  us.  In  outward  civilisation  we  have  advanced  a  little, 
but  the  advance  is  recent,  and  here  again  the  Reformation  wrought 
so  little  change  that  the  life  of  Fielding's  novels  might  well  have 
been  the  life  of  more  than  two  centuries  earlier.  Parson  TruUiber 
was  a  familiar  figure  in  the  diocese  of  Lincoln  in  the  days  of  Long- 
land  :  affrays  in  churchyards  took  the  same  form  as  they  did 
when  a  censorious  parish  set  upon  MoUy  Seagrim.  We  have 
abandoned  these  displays  of  lawless  temper,  but  it  would  be  a 
daring  thing  to  say  that  the  characteristic  faults  of  the  parishes 
of  even  the  least  blameless  rural  deaneries  have  altered  very 
greatly  since  they  passed  from  under  the  penal  system  of  the  Church 
and  became  amenable  merely  to  the  uncertain  operations  of  moral 
suasion. 


IV 

The  information  which  our  visitation  records  give  us  of  the 
state  of  religious  houses  is  so  abundant  that  the  only  way  to  treat 
it  is  by  a  process  of  selection.  We  naturally  turn  first  to  some  of 
the  larger  houses,  and  in  particular  to  those  historical  Benedictine 
foimdations  which  could  point  to  an  origin  earher  than  the  Norman 
conquest  and  which  were  in  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  whose 
abbots  were  regularly  summoned  to  parliament  and  had  the  papal 
privilege  of  wearing  the  mitre.  These  were  four,  Ramsey,  Peter- 
borough, Croyland,  all  in  the  fenland  and  at  no  great  distance 
apart,  and  Bardney  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  fens  a  few  miles 
east  of  Lincoln.  In  the  second  quarter  of  the  previous  century 
these  had  been  visited  by  Bishop  Alnwick,  and  full  records  of  his 
visitations  are  in  print.  It  may  be  recalled  that  he  found  Ramsey 
in  a  thoroughly  bad  condition,  relaxed  and  profligate,  and  the 
report  of  the  detecta  which  his  questions  elicited  is  supplemented 
by  a  formidable  rehearsal  of  comperta  and  an  elaborate  series  of 
injunctions  founded  upon  them.^  Bardney,  which  he  visited  three 
times,  had  lapsed  into  sloth  under  the  rule  of  a  weak  abbot  and  the 
wilful  mismanagement  of  a  clique  of  monks  directed  by  an  ambitious 
ceUarer.2  In  the  course  of  three  visitations  of  Peterborough  an 
old  and  incompetent  abbot  had  been  induced  to  resign,  and  his 

1  Visitations.  Ill,  302-319.  « Ibid.,  II,  9-34. 
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successor  began  his  rule  so  inauspiciously  that  he  was  suspended 
for  two  years  and  relegated  to  a  grange  of  the  monastery,^  Croyland, 
alone  of  the  four,  was  free  from  blame,  and  the  comperta  related 
in  the  injunctions  concern  matters  of  administration  which  reflect 
no   misbehaviour. - 

On  15  June,  1518,  Bishop  Atwater  came  in  person  to  Ramsey. 
In  1437  there  had  been  44  monks  there  and  in  the  cell  of  St.  Ives. 
There  were  now  said  to  be  forty,  of  whom  thirty  were  at  Ramsey, 
but  the  monastery  seems  to  have  been  capable  of  supporting  its 
ancient  number  of  fifty.  There  was  no  such  tale  of  glaring  depravity 
as  eighty  years  earlier  had  given  Ramsey  a  bad  pre-eminence 
among  religious  houses  of  the  diocese  ;  but  there  were  many  signs 
of  gross  carelessness  and  disorder.  The  monastery  was  insufficiently 
walled  and  enclosed  :  monks  and  lay-folk  could  go  out  and  in 
after  dark  as  they  liked.  Even  the  church  was  left  open,  and  one 
night  a  chalice  had  been  stolen  by  some  unknown  person.  In  spite, 
however,  of  the  freedom  of  access  given  to  outsiders,  the  duty  of 
proper  hospitality  was  not  observed.  There  was  no  provision  for 
strangers  or  their  horses,  and  the  younger  monks  had  no  place 
in  which  they  could  receive  their  friends,  and  no  means  of  enter- 
taining them.  The  dormitory  was  dilapidated  :  the  water  came 
in  and  dripped  on  the  heads  of  the  brethren,  so  that  they  could 
not  sleep.  The  refectory  and  church  were  not  much  better  :  the 
roof  of  the  church  was  defective  above  the  high  altar  and  the  organs. 
The  state  of  decay  at  St.  Ives  seems  to  have  been  worse.  Church 
and  buildings  were  very  ruinous  and,  although  scaffolding  had  been 
erected  for  repairs,  the  carpenter  was  unpaid  and  the  work  stood 
idle  with  the  timber  exposed  to  the  weather.  The  tenements 
outside  the  abbey,  even  those  from  the  rent  of  which  some  of  the 
conventual  offices  were  maintained,  were  going  to  ruin. 

Divine  service  suffered  from  neglect.  There  were  times  when 
no  more  than  eight  monks  rose  for  matins.  At  high  mass  sometimes 
only  two  monks  or  only  the  prior,  apart  from  those  at  the  altar, 
were  present.  The  obedientiaries  never  came  into  choir,  and  the 
elder  monies  generally  would  not  attend  matins  or  any  other  canonical 
office,  or  celebrate  masses  in  the  ordinary  course,  but  left  these 
thmgs  to  their  juniors.  Several  monks  indulged  freely  in  hunting 
and  other  sports.  Some  went  out  with  bows  and  arrows  in  the  fields, 
unbecomingly  habited.  At  night  the  monks,  especially  the  elders, 
played  dice  and  other  games  of  chance  for  money,  swearing  great 
oaths  by  the  Lord's  body  and  limbs.  The  behaviour  of  the  monks 
at  St.  Ives  was  the  talk  of  the  neighbourhood  and  was  known 
further  afield. 

The  abbot  hardly  enters  the  story  and  seems  to  have  led  a 
detached  life  behind  the  scenes,  deputing  all  his  work  to  the  prior, 
who   was   his   creature.     The   monks   complained   that   the   prior 

1  Visitations,  III,  269-302.  -  Ibid.,  II,  54-60, 
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had  not  been  elected  according  to  custom  by  the  convent,  but 
by  the  abbot  and  two  or  three  adherents.  Consequently  he  did 
not  fulfil  his  duty  of  upholding  the  claims  of  the  convent  and  pressing 
them  upon  the  abbot,  which  followed  necessarily  upon  the  division, 
usual  in  the  greater  monasteries,  of  the  revenues  between  the 
convent  and  the  abbot  with  his  separate  household.  He  dared  not 
disagree  with  the  abbot's  view,  quite  contrary  to  the  customs  and 
ordinances  of  the  monastery,  that  the  appointment  and  removal 
of  the  prior  were  entirely  at  his  disposal.  The  prior  himself  was 
a  strange  person.  He  set  some  value  on  coming  to  church  and 
apparently  would  have  liked  others  to  share  his  tastes.  But  his 
influence  was  small,  and  his  only  recorded  success  was  unfortunate, 
for  he  compelled  a  sick  monk,  John  London,  to  leave  his  bed  and 
come  to  matins.  John,  however,  on  making  the  effort,  fell  down 
suddenly  at  the  chapter-house  door  and  gave  up  the  ghost.  The 
bishop  was  vexed  to  hear  of  this,  and  visited  the  prior  with  the 
mild  injunction  that  henceforward  he  must  not  apply  such  compulsion 
to  his  infirm  brethren.  The  prior  in  fact  was  harsh  to  the  monks 
who  had  objected  to  his  election,  and  his  corrections  were  partial. 
He  relied  upon  the  support  of  laymen  in  his  dealings  with  the 
monastery.  At  a  mere  complaint  from  a  layman,  even  of  vile 
condition,  and  before  lay  eyes  and  in  lay  ears,  he  would  correct 
monks  with  abuse.  He  preferred  William  Calyver,  the  refectory 
sergeant,  to  any  monk,  and  encouraged  him  and  his  father  to 
insult  and  revile  the  brethren.  He  would  beheve  anything  that 
came  from  such  sources  :  in  his  cups  he  would  blurt  out  the  private 
affairs  of  the  monastery  to  his  lay  friends,  retailing  the  secrets  of 
confession  and  the  penances  which  he  imposed  upon  the  monks, 
who  naturally  were  afraid  to  confess  to  him.  He  was  merely  warned, 
however,  to  abstain  from  these  practices  in  future,  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  bishop,  after  consultation  with  the  abbot,  decided  that 
the  complaints  against  him  were  not  altogether  unprejudiced. 

The  subprior,  on  the  other  hand,  wavered  in  his  corrections, 
sometimes  letting  off  transgressors  lightly  and  at  other  times 
punishing  them  too  severely.  For  the  other  obedientiaries  there 
was  not  much  to  be  said.  They  amassed  offices  :  John  Ryngsted 
was  sacrist,  steward  and  warden  of  the  grange  of  Hurst,  and  thus 
kept  monks  who  were  fit  and  as  prudent  as  he  out  of  posts  that 
were  their  due.  They  enriched  themselves  at  the  expense  of  the 
offices  which  they  dilapidated,  wasting  the  woods  and  selling  great 
timber,  suffering  their  tenements  to  fall  into  decay,  and  keeping 
back  money  from  their  successors.  The  late  cellarer  was  in  debt 
to  all  the  monks  for  their  customary  allowances  for  one  or  two  years 
past.  The  chamberlain  paid  his  shares  in  the  same  irregularly. 
Robert  Houghton  owed  forty  pounds  to  the  office  of  treasurer, 
which  he  had  left  heavily  in  debt  to  local  victuallers.  There  was 
a   general   demand  that  such   money   acquired   by   obedientiaries 


INTRODUCTION  Ivii 

should  be  handed  on  with  their  offices,  and  the  bishop  left  orders 
that  audits  of  accounts  should  be  prolonged  over  two  or  three 
days,  with  enquiries  into  waste  and  the  state  of  tenements,  laying 
the  responsibility  upon  the  abbot. 

There  is  no  list  of  monks  and  only  a  few  names  are  mentioned, 
John  Stowe,  keeper  of  the  shrine  and  refectorer,  neglected  to  keep 
the  lamps  burning  before  the  shrine.  In  his  other  office  he  was 
idle  :  he  did  not  send  round  word  where  meals  were  going  to  take 
place  every  day,  and  sometimes  when  dinner-time  came  his  brethren 
did  not  know  whether  to  go  to  the  refectory  or  to  the  misericord. 
If  they  rebuked  him,  he  retorted  in  kind  and  would  not  hear  a 
word  of  blame  :  he  was  a  blasphemer  and  a  great  swearer.  His 
assistant  in  the  refectory  was  Richard  Hart  before  mentioned, 
who  deputed  a  boy  named  William  Alyn  to  do  his  work.  John 
Harte,  the  serving  man  in  the  Seyny  hall  or  misericord,  was  also 
the  barber,  a  very  poor  performer  who  usually  refused  to  shave 
the  younger  monks.  These  young  men,  as  so  often  happened,  were 
without  an  instructor,  and  among  the  bishop's  parting  advice  to 
the  abbot  was  the  injunction  to  provide  them  with  one. 

From  Ramsey  Atwater  came  to  Peterborough  on  Saturday, 
19th  June.  He  stayed  until  Tuesday,  the  22nd,  when  he  adjourned 
the  visitation  until  Thursday  after  the  feast  of  the  Seven  Sleepers, 
29th  July.  Then  Thomas  Swayn,  his  commissary,  made  a  further 
adjournment  until  June  in  the  following  year.  Long  before  that 
time,  however,  he  had  returned  to  Peterborough  on  23rd  August, 
bearing  a  decree  which  dissolved  the  visitation,  reserving  to  the 
bishop  the  right  of  transmitting  injunctions.  Here,  as  at  Ramsey, 
we  have  no  list  of  monks,  but  from  other  lists  it  is  probable  that 
there  were  about  forty.  Here,  too,  there  was  the  same  division 
of  revenues  between  the  abbot  and  the  convent,  the  appointment 
of  obedientiaries  on  the  side  of  the  convent  as  well  as  his  own 
lying  in  the  abbot's  hands.  Although  at  Ramsey  Abbot  Warboys 
had  insisted  on  his  rights  in  this  particular,  he  does  not  seem  to 
have  intermeddled  personally  with  the  control  of  the  offices.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  abbot  of  Peterborough  would  be  all  or  nothing. 
He  retained  six  offices  in  his  own  hands  :  he  was  almoner,  treasurer, 
infirmarer,  guestmaster,  subcellarer  and  master  of  the  fabric, 
and  would  not  make  appointments,  although  the  house  was  not 
without  competent  persons.  The  result  was  that,  if  anything  was 
lacking  in  any  of  these  offices,  there  was  no-one  to  whom  to  apply, 
and  their  buildings  were  in  decay,  especially  the  checker  of  the 
fabric,  whose  windows  needed  repair.  The  abbot  kept  his  own 
house  property  in  good  condition,  but  entirely  neglected  that 
belonging  to  the  convent.  The  obedientiaries  whom  he  did  appoint 
were  of  his  own  choosing,  sometimes  against  the  will  of  the  majority. 
They  were  also  chosen  from  the  younger  monks,  while  the  elders 
were  told  to  sit  in  the  cloister  ;    and  some  of  them  were  witless. 
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He  sold  timber  without  the  consent  of  the  convent  to  the  value 
of  a  hundred  marks  and  more  a  year  :  once  he  had  sold  wood 
belonging  to  the  treasurer's  office  and  valued  at  fifty  pounds  for 
less  than  its  worth  and  kept  the  money.  In  fact  he  broke  all  the 
customs  of  the  house  which  he  had  sworn  to  maintain,  and  enriched 
himself  out  of  its  property.  Sir  Reynold  Bray  had  obtained  the 
appropriation  of  the  church  of  North  Collingham  in  Nottingham- 
shire in  order  that  its  fruits  might  go  to  increasing  the  allowances 
of  fish  to  the  brethren,  as  the  decree  in  the  register  at  York 
sets  forth  at  length.^  As  long  as  that  faithful  servant  of  the 
Crown  lived,  the  convent  enjoyed  its  fish,  but  now  the  abbot 
withheld  the  fruits.  Of  old  there  used  to  be  treasure  to  the  value 
of  £300  in  the  common  chest,  which  he  now  engrossed.  He  kept 
the  sum  bequeathed  for  the  obit  of  his  predecessor.  Abbot  Ramsey, 
of  which  6s.  8d.  was  due  to  each  monk.  He  had  in  his  hands  all 
the  property  of  a  deceased  monk  who  had  borrowed  four  marks 
from  one  of  his  fellows.  He  sold  villeins  of  the  monastery  without 
consent :  his  cattle  overstocked  the  commons  of  the  town.  He 
rendered  no  accounts.  He  had  enclosed  his  park,  taking  in  a  part 
of  the  churchyard  and  a  close  which  brought  in  forty  shillings 
yearly  to  the  office  of  sacrist. 

This  conduct  obviously  did  not  foster  friendly  relations  with 
the  monks,  some  of  whom,  like  the  sacrist,  a  notorious  evil- 
liver,  and  the  precentor,  who  walked  about  the  town  and 
showed  too  much  levity  in  his  office,  were  ready  to  encourage  his 
hostility  to  his  brethren,  with  whom  they,  owing  their  appointments 
to  him,  were  probably  unpopular.  The  prior,  who  also  had  been 
preferred  by  him,  had  taken  some  jewels  from  a  shrine  which 
contained  relics  of  St.  Oswald.  Further,  the  supervision  of  lands 
and  tenements  had  been  surrendered  by  the  prior  to  the  abbot, 
together  with  his  annual  fee  of  £16  for  its  performance,  in  return 
for  which  the  prior  boarded  with  the  abbot.  In  his  general  behaviour 
to  the  convent  the  abbot  was  harsh  and  unkind.  While  he  lent 
a  willing  ear  to  laymen  in  matters  which  concerned  religious 
discipline,  he  would  not  Ksten  to  monks.  Against  some  of  them 
he  had  an  obstinate  prejudice.  His  impatience  provoked  them  to 
wrath  :  it  was,  some  said,  a  hindrance  to  a  hundred  masses  a  year 
and  to  friendship  among  the  brethren.  He  disliked  zealous  monks 
and  encouraged  the  lazy.  Two  monks  had  been  defamed  by  him, 
and  he  talked  about  private  matters  and  scolded  the  monks  in 
the  presence  of  strangers  and  the  junior  members  of  the  house. 
He  was  inconsiderate  to  the  infirm.  It  was  the  custom  for  monks 
who  had  been  bled  to  spend  then*  seynies  or  times  of  recreation  at 
the  cell  of  Oxney,  about  three  miles  north  of  the  monastery.  The 
names  of  those  who  were  due  to  go  there  ought  to  have  been 

^  York  Reg.   Rotherham   I,   fo.   286d.     The  preamble   is  quoted   in   Assoc.   Soc. 
Reports  and  Papers,  XXXIV  (1918),  273/i. 
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announced  by  the  abbot  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  instead 
of  which  he  often  waited  so  long  that  they  might  have  reached 
Oxney  before  they  had  leave  to  go.  Moreover,  the  enclosure  of 
his  park  prevented  them  from  using  a  short  cut,  so  that  they  had 
to  go  round  by  new  routes.  Convalescents  in  the  infirmary  were 
denied  meat  and  drink  :  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  get  a  drink 
between  dinner  and  supper  and  even  at  meals.  The  convent  brewery 
was  sometimes  closed  for  two  or  three  days,  when  the  brethren 
at  Oxney  were  without  their  allowance  of  beer  and  had  to  find 
it  out  of  their  own  pockets  ;  while  in  any  case  the  general  allowance 
of  victuals  to  each  infirm  person  was  reduced  to  a  penny  a  day. 
But,  worse  than  this,  the  abbot  had  been  known  to  deny  the  last 
sacraments  to  the  dying.  For  a  long  time  past  he  had  admitted 
monks  to  profession  while  they  were  mere  boys,  with  the  result 
that  the  number  of  priests  in  the  monastery  was  less  than  it  should 
be.  It  was  stated  that  there  was  a  papal  bull  by  virtue  of  which 
an  abbot  who  did  not  supply  sound  drink  for  his  monks  was  ipso 
facto  excommunicate.  But  the  abbot  shared  the  labours  of  the 
cellarer,  the  caterer  of  the  house,  and  food  and  drink  were  alike 
of  poor  quality.  The  wheat  from  which  the  best  bread  was  made 
was  badly  ground,  the  beer  (when  there  was  any)  was  very  small  : 
monks  in  the  misericord  had  their  helpings  of  meat  cut  down, 
and  the  fish  was  generally  stale.  The  mutton  was  lean,  the  beef 
tainted,  and  the  pork  unfit  for  consumption. 

While  the  abbot  denied  privileges  and  exemptions  which  the 
elder  monks  were  accustomed  to  claim  by  right  of  age  and  favom-ed 
the  juniors,  nevertheless  the  lot  of  the  juniors  and  novices  was 
not  easy  as  regarded  their  diet.  They  were  not  allowed  those 
little  breakfasts  which  their  youth  needed  to  mitigate  the  rigoiirs 
of  a  morning  spent  in  church.  They  sometimes  had  to  wait  until 
mid-day  before  they  could  eat  or  drink  anything,  and  after  dinner 
they  had  nothing  until  dinner  on  the  following  day.  The  result 
was  that  at  dinner  they  took  as  much  as  they  could  get,  and  after- 
wards were  sleepy  and  indisposed  for  study.  As  regarded  church- 
going  the  abbot  was  strict  :  the  Oxney  monks,  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  say  matins  in  the  day-time,  were  now  compelled 
to  say  the  night  office.  All  led  a  hard  life  under  a  hard  master. 
At  the  same  time,  complaints  of  their  behaviour  were  very  few, 
and  they  seem  for  the  most  part  to  have  borne  their  afilictions  well, 
though  not  without  protest.  Some  of  them,  like  the  sacrist,  were 
doubtful  characters.  The  sacrist,  indeed,  had  for  twenty  years 
neglected  his  office  shamefully,  and  had  never  seen  a  tenth  part 
of  the  lands  and  tenements  with  which  it  was  endowed.  There 
were  some  who  behaved  with  a  wanton  laxity  in  choir  :  they  went 
too  freely  into  the  town,  and  wore  habits  of  new  and  strange  cuts. 
If  the  brewery  was  restrained  in  its  output  for  their  commons, 
there  was  a  tavern   within  the  precincts  where  they  could  buy 
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wine,  and  there  they  would  drink  early  in  the  morning  and  late 
at  night.  The  sub -cellarer  was  ordered  to  see  that  the  bar  was 
closed  at  7  p.m.  in  winter  and  8  p.m.  in  summer.  But,  although 
there  were  examples  of  frivolity  and  carelessness  in  the  monastery, 
the  general  standard  of  monastic  life  at  Peterborough  was  higher 
than  at  Ramsey.  Monks  were  still  sent  to  study  at  the  universities, 
though  they  had  a  habit  of  coming  down  on  casual  visits  to  the 
abbey  and  staying  in  the  guest-house,  which  the  abbot's  engross- 
ment of  the  departmental  funds  had  deprived  of  comforts  for  the 
entertainment  of  ordinary  guests.  The  novices,  however,  had  no 
instructor  and,  as  they  were  housed  in  a  separate  building,  they 
had  no  opportunity  of  learning  about  religious  discipline. 

In  his  occupation  of  conventual  offices  the  abbot  had  taken 
no  care  to  administer  them  himself  or  by  deputy.  The  infirmary 
was  hopelessly  neglected  ;  there  was  no  special  accommodation 
for  the  sick  and,  although  one  monk  whose  infirmity  made  his 
isolation  necessary,  was  segregated  in  a  private  room,  persons  with 
contagious  diseases  were  allowed  to  mingle  with  the  ordinary 
occupants  of  the  hall.  The  hall  itself  and  the  vault  of  the  dormitory 
were  in  crying  need  of  repair,  for  which  the  master  of  the  fabric 
was  responsible.  But  the  abbot  held  the  fabric  fund  to  his  own 
use.  What  he  had  done  was  to  transfer  as  much  revenue  as  he 
could  from  the  side  of  the  convent  to  his  own.  We  have  ocular 
evidence  to-day  of  his  purpose  in  so  doing,  and  we  may  notice 
first  that  he  was  admitted  to  keep  his  own  tenements  in  good  repair, 
and  secondly  that  not  a  word  is  said  of  defaults  in  the  fabric  of 
his  splendid  church  or  in  the  general  conduct  of  its  services.  The 
abbot,  who  had  now  been  in  office  for  twenty-one  j^ears,  was  Edmund 
Kirton.  On  the  oriel  window  of  the  abbot's  lodging,  now  the 
bishop's  palace,  is  a  shield  bearing  his  rebus,  a  church  upon  a  tun, 
and  testifying  to  his  work  of  restoration  and  enlargement.  Many 
years  ago  an  inmate  of  that  house,  zealous  in  the  cause  of  temperance, 
regretted  to  the  present  writer  that  a  prelate  with  such  good 
architectural  taste  had  adopted  a  beer-barrel  as  part  of  a  play  on 
his  surname.  It  might  have  consoled  her  to  learn  that  his  building 
operations  had  been  helped  by  his  policy  of  cutting  down  the 
output  of  the  convent  brewery.  But  his  chief  work  was  the  comple- 
tion of  the  great  fan -vaulted  chapel  at  the  east  end  of  the  church, 
the  design  of  whose  vault  bears  so  close  a  likeness  to  that  of  King's 
College  chapel,  and  at  which  masons  from  King's  may  well  have 
worked.  In  these  days  we  have  abandoned  the  superstition — 
for  I  fear  that  it  was  no  more — that  zeal  in  the  cause  of  ecclesiastical 
art  is  a  proof  of  personal  virtue  ;  and,  if  we  may  give  Abbot  Kirton 
some  credit  for  his  desire  to  leave  behind  him  a  worthy  memorial, 
we  must  also  confess  that  he  pursued  it  at  the  expense  of  the  comfort 
of  his  brethren  and  by  the  indefensible  method  of  appropriating 
the  greater  part  of  the  funds  on  which  they  subsisted.    One  interesting 
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point  which  emerged  from  the  evidence  against  him  was  that, 
although  he  took  little  heed  of  studious  monks  and  did  nothing 
for  the  training  of  the  novices,  he  had  yet  founded  a  grammar 
school  in  his  native  village  of  Kirton  in  the  parts  of  Holland.  But 
his  interest  in  this  seems  to  have  lapsed,  as  he  had  transferred  its 
management  and  the  appointment  of  a  master  to  the  abbot  of 
Swdneshead,  to  whom  he  paid  ten  pounds  a  year. 

At  Croyland,  visited  on  30  June,  1519,  Atwater  found  an  abbot, 
John  Welles,  who  similarly  appropriated  the  emoluments  of  the 
offices  of  cellarer  and  receiver,  while  appointing  nominal  officers 
to  those  obediences.  In  consequence  of  this  monks  in  the  refectory 
had  no  soup  and  had  been  without  puddings  for  a  month.  More- 
over, monks  absent  from  the  monastery,  whether  at  the  cell  of 
Frieston,  near  Boston,  or  at  the  seynj^-place  known  as  Dowesdale- 
house,  used  to  have,  by  ancient  custom  and  by  a  recent  ordinance 
of  Abbot  William  Giddyng,  twelvepence  every  week  for  meat 
from  the  cellarer  and  a  similar  sum  for  drink  from  the  abbot.  These 
allowances,  corresponding  to  those  given  to  monks  in  the  infirmary, 
were  now  discontinued,  even  in  the  case  of  sick  persons  ;  and  the 
sum  of  forty  shillings,  contributed  by  the  abbot  to  Hghts  in  the 
church,  was  now  withdrawn.  Otherwise,  complaints  were  few. 
Monks  who  easily  caught  colds  in  the  head  desired  to  wear  caps 
when  they  went  out  :  the  bishop  allowed  this  to  the  prior,  but 
left  it  to  the  abbot's  discretion  in  other  cases  where  need  was. 
An  ex -prior  grumbled  that  the  promise  made  him  at  his  resignation 
that  he  should  be  treated  with  the  same  respect  and  pre-eminence 
as  his  successor  was  not  fulfilled.  This  also  was  left  to  the  abbot, 
and  the  abbot  and  convent  were  told  to  decide  the  claim  of  John 
Freston,  who  had  been  in  religion  for  forty-four  years,  to  privileges 
due  to  his  seniority.  The  admission  of  the  secular  priest  who  acted 
as  chaplain  to  convalescent  monks  and  of  other  seculars  to  sleep 
in  the  dormitory  at  Dowesdalehouse  was  forbidden,  as  well  as  the 
breach  of  old  custom  in  allowing  serving-boys  to  make  the  monks' 
beds  in  the  dormitory  at  Croyland.  A  diverting  element  is  supplied 
by  the  gate-keeper,  neither  honest,  discreet  nor  diligent,  who, 
when  he  had  gone  into  the  town  and  was  sent  for  by  the  abbot 
or  one  of  the  obedientiaries,  took  his  time  over  returning.  Very 
often,  when  pilgrims  came  to  the  gate  and  asked  the  nearest  way 
to  Walsingham,  he  would  laugh  at  them  and  show  them  the  wrong 
road.  But  there  was  nothing  seriously  wrong,  and  after  the  bishop 
had  gone  carefully  through  the  detecta  and  given  verbal  orders  for 
some  reforms,  he  left  the  convent  in  peace  with  the  blessing  of 
God  and  his  own  benediction. 

Both  at  Croyland  and  at  Bardney,  where  the  bishop  arrived 
on  9  July,  the  visitation  reports  consist  of  notes  upon  certain 
outstanding  defects  without  any  full  account  of  complaints  and 
petitions.     Of  the  rule  of  William  Marton,  the  abbot  of  Bardney 
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nothing  is  said,  and  the  injunction  to  him  to  abstain  from  granting 
corrodies  without  due  circumspection  does  not  imply  serious 
carelessness  in  this  thriftless  practice.  There  is  a  hint,  however, 
that  the  monastery  was  already  burdened  so  heavily  by  these 
mortgages  that  they  could  not  afiford  to  risk  more.  More  indicative 
of  laxness  is  the  falling  off  of  attendance  at  the  Lady  mass,  the 
earliest  of  the  three  daily  conventual  masses,  at  which  all  who 
could  sing  were  expected  to  be  present.  Now  there  were  generally 
only  two  or  three  monks  there,  and  the  precentor  had  allowed  the 
books  to  become  torn  and  duty,  with  broken  bindings.  The  bishop 
required  that  all  the  convent  should  come  to  the  service,  with  the 
exception  of  obedientiaries  whose  offices  kept  them  busy  elsewhere. 
The  community  had  developed  sporting  tendencies.  Hounds  were 
kept  in  cloister  :  not  even  the  church  was  safe  from  them,  and 
there  seem  also  to  have  been  mews  for  hawks.  Two  monks,  Robert 
and  Richard  Bardney,  like  the  Robin  and  Richard  celebrated  in  song, 
were  notorious  late  risers  who  were  constantly  away  in  the  village 
without  leave  and  failed  to  keep  ceremonies  and  observances. 
This  led  to  a  comprehensive  injunction  to  all  the  monks  to  stay  in 
cloister  and  be  instant  in  churchgoing,  with  warnings  against 
keeping  company  with  secular  persons  and  allowing  women  to 
come  into  cloister.  Lay  folk  came  to  the  monastic  barber  to  be 
shaved,  and  were  given  the  first  turn  when  monks  were  present. 
These  scattered  details  present  the  picture  of  a  monastery  which, 
after  a  history  chequered  by  a  number  of  unfortunate  incidents, 
had  reached  a  somewhat  torpid  old  age.  On  his  departure,  Atwater 
used  the  kind  expressions  with  which  he  had  left  Croyland,  and  the 
fact  that  he  delivered  his  injunctions  on  the  spot  without  waiting  until 
he  could  produce  a  fully  written  series  encourages  the  suspicion  that 
he  felt  it  useless  to  spend  too  much  time  over  an  institution  in  which 
an  energetic  attempt  at  reform  would  have  done  little  good. 

On  12  May,  1525,  Longland's  chancellor.  Dr.  Rayne,  held  a 
visitation  of  Bardney,  at  which  Master  Bollam,  a  doctor  of  divinity 
in  his  company,  preached  from  the  text  '  Lo,  we  have  left  all  and 
followed  Thee  '.  In  addition  to  Abbot  Marton,  there  were  seventeen 
monks,  of  whom  two  were  infirm.  The  obedientiaries  mentioned  are 
the  prior,  subprior,  third  prior,  cellarer,  sacrist,  under-cellarer 
and  refectorer.  While  the  senior  monks  were  known  for  the  most 
part  by  surnames,  derived  from  the  places  of  their  origin — Richard 
Bardney  was  still  there,  but  Robert  had  gone — the  younger,  according 
to  a  custom  which  had  become  fashionable  in  monasteries  within 
recent  years,  took  the  names  of  eminent  saints.  All  the  four  Latin 
fathers  were  represented,  with  the  home-grown  Aidan  and  Botolph, 
while  Benet  and  Maur  also  appeared.  But  there  is  nothing  more 
to  be  said  except  that  silence  was  not  observed,  and  the  chancellor 
left  an  injunction  that  it  should  be.  Otherwise,  he  seems  to  have 
obeyed  his  own  instructions. 
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Croyland  has  no  place  among  the  sixteen  Lincolnshire  monas- 
teries visited  by  Rayne  in  the  May,  June  and  July  of  1525  ;  and 
all  other  reports  of  the  visitation  of  the  two  Lincolnshire  arch- 
deaconries have  been  lost.  It  is  very  disappointing  that,  when 
in  the  summer  of  1530  Rayne  visited  the  archdeaconry  of  North- 
ampton, Peterborough  was  omitted  from  his  programme,  for  he 
went  straight  from  Fotheringhay  to  Ramsey.  But  it  is  highly 
probable  that  Longland  reserved  Peterborough  and  Croyland  for 
his  personal  ministry.  John  Welles  was  still  abbot  of  Croyland 
and  remained  there  till  the  dissolution.  At  Peterborough  Edmund 
Kirton  had  died  in  1528  :  as  we  know  from  the  visitation  of  1518, 
he  had  often  expressed  his  desire  to  resign,  but  the  sweets  of  office 
were  too  dear  to  him.  His  successor,  John  Chamber,  survived 
the  Dissolution,  became  the  first  bishop  of  Peterborough  in  1541, 
and  died  in  the  year  after  the  accession  of  Mary. 

The  record  of  the  Ramsey  visitation,  however,  survives, 
although  certain  passages  are  defective  owing  to  the  torn  and 
faded  state  of  the  MS.  Rayne  arrived  on  Monday,  29th  August, 
and,  having  transacted  the  preliminary  business  with  the  abbot 
and  convent  in  the  chapter-house,  adjourned  the  examination 
of  the  monks  until  the  following  day.  John  Warboys  had  now 
been  abbot  for  twenty-three  years  and  survived  to  the  end.  As 
we  have  not  the  name  of  the  prior  who  provoked  so  much  complaint 
in  1518,  we  cannot  identify  him  with  John  Ramsey,  prior  in  1530, 
and  probably  there  had  been  a  change  in  the  interval.  In  addition 
to  these,  thirty-six  monks  and  six  novices  are  named.  Here  the 
custom  of  taking  the  names  of  saints  or  of  the  theological  virtues 
in  religion  had  not  been  introduced.  We  may  note,  however, 
that  the  subprior,  William  Aylwyn,  bore  the  name  of  the  East 
Anglian  ealdorman  ^Ethelwine  who  had  founded  the  abbey  in  the 
tenth  century,  and  the  name  of  Richard  Elsyn,  the  abbot's  receiver, 
is  derived  from  the  Latin  form  of  Alphege,  the  name  of  the  brother 
of  iEthelwine  and  of  an  early  abbot  of  Ramsey.  Of  the  others, 
the  abbot  and  prior  and  fifteen  others  had  surnames  taken  from 
places  in  Huntingdonshu*e,  six  from  Cambridgeshire,  four  from 
Northamptonshire,  four  from  Lincolnshire  and  one  from  Bedfordshire, 
Hertfordshire,  Leicestershire,  London,  Norfolk  and  probably  Rutland 
respectivel3^  Three  other  names  are  of  uncertain  origin,  and  two 
are  illegible  ;  but  of  the  names  outside  Huntingdonshire,  the 
greater  number  are  near  enough  to  be  reckoned  within  the  local 
area,  while  more  distant  places,  such  as  Brancaster  in  Norfolk 
and  Therfield  in  Hertfordshire,  were  among  the  possessions  of 
the  monastery.  With  very  few  exceptions,  the  monastery  was 
recruited  from  its  immediate  neighbourhood  and  from  its  tenantry 
near  and  far. 

The  obedientiaries  were  the  prior,  subprior  and  third  prior, 
the  precentor,   sacrist  and  subsacrist,   the  pittancer,   the   cellarer 
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and  under-cellarer,  the  chamberlain,  infirmarer,  master  of  the 
works,  and  warden  of  the  chapel.  The  conventual  treasurer  and 
the  abbot's  receiver  represented  the  two  financial  departments  of 
the  revenues.  There  were  priors  of  the  cells  of  Modney  and  St. 
Ives,  at  the  second  of  which  there  seem  to  have  been  usually  some 
•  ten  monks,  and  a  warden  of  the  manor  of  Burwell  in  Cambridgeshire. 
Some  of  these  were  absent  on  the  first  day,  but  most  of  them 
appeared  on  the  second. 

Upon  examination,  the  abbot,  eight  of  the  obedientiaries 
including  the  prior  and  two  from  St.  Ives,  and  five  other  monks 
answered  '  Omnia  sunt  bene '  sans  phrase.  But  the  subprior  was 
anxious  about  the  buildings.  The  columns  and  buttresses  of  the 
refectory  needed  repair,  as  well  as  the  foundations  of  the  east 
range  of  the  cloister.  The  kitchen  drain  was  a  nuisance  and  ought 
to  be  put  in  order.  Turning  to  other  matters,  he  complained  that 
the  keeper  of  the  shrine,  called  also  the  warden  of  the  chapel,  did 
not  get  his  fuU  emoluments,  as  the  abbot  claimed  part  for  himself. 
Of  this  the  warden  himself  had  nothing  to  say.  In  this  context 
it  may  be  remarked  that  the  abbey  church  contained  the  bones 
of  three  saints,  the  East  Anglian  King  Ethelbert,  who  had  been 
murdered  by  Ofi"a  of  Mercia  in  793,  the  Mercian  King  EtheLred, 
who  had  died  abbot  of  Partney  in  706,  and  Felix,  the  Burgundian 
apostle  of  East  Anglia  and  first  bishop  of  Dunwich,  whose  body 
had  been  translated  to  Ramsey  from  Soham  in  Cambridgeshire 
in  1026  by  Ethelric,  bishop  of  Dorchester,  with  the  help  of  Cnut. 
It  seems  also  that  the  shrine  of  St.  Ives,  that  obscure  saint  who 
is  said  to  have  been  a  Persian  bishop,  was  erected  at  Ramsey  by 
Abbot  Hugh  Sulgrave  between  1254  and  1267.  Such  a  collection 
of  reHcs  was  naturally  a  source  of  profit  to  the  abbey. 

The  subprior  also  said  that  the  prior  sometimes  interfered 
with  his  corrections  of  offenders.  But  Thomas  Huntington,  the 
pittancer,  said  that  the  subprior  was  extremely  severe  and  did 
not  correct  his  brethren  with  love  ;  and  Elsyn,  the  abbot's  receiver, 
accused  him  of  drunkenness  and  quarrelsomeness.  So  said  also 
Hugh  Broughton,  adding  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  usmg  threats 
to  the  monks.  If  this  was  so,  the  prior  was  hardly  to  blame  for 
interfering  with  him.  Of  the  prior  himself  hardly  anything  is 
said.  There  is  a  reference  in  one  place,  unfortunately  defaced  and 
nearly  illegible,  to  someone  who  came  to  his  brethren  only  once  a 
fortnight.  This  must  be  either  the  abbot  or  the  prior,  and  it  seems 
clear  that  corrections  were  for  the  most  part  deputed  to  the  subprior. 

At  Ramsey  the  various  offices  were  usually  kept  apart,  and 
there  were  no  glaring  instances  of  the  engrossment  of  their  profits 
by  one  man.  The  cellarer,  however,  acted  also  as  almoner,  with 
mutual  damage  to  both  offices,  and  the  lands  and  tenements 
belonging  to  the  almonry  had  suffered  accordingly.  WUliam  Sawtre, 
the  chamberlain,  who,  according  to  Elsyn,  was  uncharitable  and 
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stirred  up  strife  in  the  monastery,  was  also  steward,  though  it 
is  possible  that  this  was  merely  another  name  for  the  office  of 
chamberlain.  Thomas  Brancaster,  one  of  the  monks  at  St.  Ives, 
had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  the  decay  of  tenements,  not  only  of 
the  almonry  but  of  other  offices,  the  tenements  of  the  sacrist  and 
the  abbot  in  Ramsey,  the  abbot's  farms  of  Broughton  and  Burystead, 
and  the  farm  of  Wygyn,  belonging  to  the  prior  of  St.  Ives.  Here, 
through  his  carelessness,  a  barn  had  fallen  down,  and,  without 
taking  the  trouble  to  rebuild  it,  he  had  let  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  farm.  The  stables  were  also  dilapidated.  The  sacrist  again 
had  let  the  farm  of  Biggin,  close  to  Ramsey,  and  had  damaged  his 
office  thereby.  Other  monks  had  similar  stories  to  tell.  The 
obedientiaries  impUcated,  however,  agreed  that  aU  was  well,  including 
the  sacrist,  whom  one  monk  whose  affairs  he  managed  accused  of 
faUing  to  provide  him  with  necessary  apparel  and  giving  him  no 
account  of  money  received  on  his  behalf.  John  March,  the  infirmarer, 
was  of  this  opinion,  but  Richard  Eldred  or  Eldrige,  the  refectorer, 
said  that  the  infirmarer  was  not  capable  of  exercising  his  office. 
Yet  Eldred  himself  came  under  the  censure  of  Brancaster,  who 
said  that,  whenever  he  and  Rowland  St.  Ives  went  to  St.  Ives, 
they  behaved  slackly  in  church  and  in  the  priory.  But  Rowland, 
when  interrogated,  answered  '  Omnia  sunt  bene.' 

It  was  not  the  infirmarer 's  fault,  however,  that  the  infirmary 
garden  was  trodden  and  defiled  by  animals.  This  was  due  to 
the  treasurer's  negligence,  who  ought  to  have  provided  a  gate. 
This  default  was  stressed  by  the  master  of  the  works,  who  probably 
hinted  that  the  treasurer  should  have  ordered  a  gate  from  the 
office  of  works.  There  is  no  mention  of  the  treasurer's  own  evidence, 
but  no  doubt  he  reported  that  all  was  well  and  in  good  order. 
Several  monks  deplored  the  lack  of  a  grammar-master  :  there  had 
been  no  instruction  given  to  the  juniors  since  last  Lent.  Nothing 
was  said  about  services  in  the  abbey  church  save  that  the  books 
needed  rebinding  ;  but  there  was  great  negHgence  at  St.  Ives, 
where  the  monks  did  not  attend  the  night  office,  the  second  or 
chapter  mass  was  overlooked,  and  sometimes  there  were  not  more 
than  three  persons  in  choir.  But  Thomas  Ringstead,  the  prior  of 
St.  Ives,  and  Thomas  Crowland  said  that  aU  was  well,  and  only 
the  cellarer,  John  Burwell,  had  complaints  to  make  ;  and  those 
concerned  the  ruined  bam  and  the  farm  of  Wygyn. 

The  whole  of  30  August  was  spent  in  these  examinations. 
It  is  rather  difficult  to  know  what  to  make  of  the  whole  story. 
The  detecta  were  less  serious  than  in  1518,  but  they  pointed  to  sins 
of  omission  on  the  part  of  the  obedientiaries,  who  with  few  exceptions 
kept  their  mouths  shut  and  would  not  admit  anything.  Only 
one  monk  who  was  not  an  obedientiary  was  an  object  of  complaint. 
The  chancellor,  however,  published  his  comperta  next  day,  and 
before  he  departed  and  left  them  in  peace,  he  obtained  promises  of 
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reformation,  so  that  the  '  Omnia  sunt  bene  '  of  the  principal  persons 
in  the  community  must  obviously  have  carried  little  conviction 
with  it.  At  the  same  time,  if  the  visitations  of  1518  and  1530  are 
carefully  compared,  the  general  conclusion  must  be  that  some 
amendment  had  been  made.  It  is  possible  that  in  the  mean  time, 
the  abbot  had  got  his  own  way  over  the  appointment  of  the 
obedientiaries,  and  that  they  now  formed  a  more  or  less  compact 
group  against  which  the  rank  and  file  of  the  convent  put  up  a 
somewhat  weak  opposition.  The  amount  of  dilapidation  argues 
no  great  zeal  or  energy,  and  the  state  of  the  cloister  buildings  was 
critical,  whereas  in  1518  the  roofs  are  the  only  part  mentioned 
which  stood  in  crying  need  of  repair.  It  is  possible,  however, 
that,  here  as  at  Peterborough,  the  church  had  been  taken  in  hand 
first  to  the  detriment  of  other  buildings  ;  and  it  is  very  unfortunate 
that  to-day  practically  nothing  is  left  of  a  church  which  in  size 
and  splendour   cannot  have   fallen   far  short   of  Peterborough. 

Of  houses  of  Austin  canons,  something  must  be  said  of  the 
abbeys  of  Thornton  and  Leicester,  and  finally  of  Dorchester,  which, 
although  less  important  than  the  other  t,"o,  had  a  long  history 
behind  it  and  was  in  the  patronage  of  the  bishop  himself.  Thornton , 
of  which  the  magnificent  gatehouse  with  the  barbican  raised  to 
protect  it  from  the  marauders  who  during  the  Hundred  Years  war 
found  their  way  into  the  Humber  is  still  standing,  together  with  por- 
tions of  the  church  and  chapter- house,  has  a  special  interest  because 
it  was  one  of  the  few  monasteries  which  after  the  dissolution  were 
turned  for  a  brief  period  into  colleges  of  secular  canons  with  schools 
attached  on  the  model  of  Eton  and  Winchester.  As  regards  Thornton, 
however,  the  information  in  the  visitation  books  is  disappointing. 
There  is  nothing  but  a  memorandum  of  Atwater's  visit  on  24  July, 
1519,  and,  when  Rayne  went  there  on  23  June,  1525,  he  was  met 
by  a  chorus  of  '  Omnia  bene  sunt.'  The  abbot,  it  is  true,  said  that 
when  canons  went  out  of  the  monastery  in  their  seynies,  they 
sometimes  went  and  drank  in  the  village  of  Thornton  Curtis.  The 
prior  informed  the  visitor  of  the  custom  by  which  some  of  the 
canons,  with  leave  of  the  prior  or  the  canon  presidmg  in  cloister, 
came  down  from  the  dormitory  after  compline  and  sat  in  the 
infirmary.  This  was  also  reported  by  Brother  Thomas  Appleton. 
It  indicates  a  ready  obedience  to  the  letter  of  the  rule,  which  was 
complied  with  if  the  convent  went  to  the  dormitory  at  the  proper 
hour,  and  \a  as  not  broken  if  a  liberal  interpretation  was  put  upon 
the  method  of  spending  the  interval  between  that  time  and  the 
night  office.  So  that  no  objection  could  be  made  to  the  unanimous 
testimony  of  twenty-two  other  canons.  Indeed  the  scribe  seems 
to  have  been  so  tired  of  writing  '  Omnia  bene  '  that  towards  the  end 
he  began  to  expand  or  vary  the  phrase  with  elegant  pleonasms,  such 
as  '  Omnia  in  monasterio  prospere  regnare  dicit,'  '  Dicit  singula  in  cen- 
obio  salubriter  se  habere,'  and  '  Retulit  cuncta  prospere  subsistere.' 
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There  were  twenty-six  canons  in  all,  of  whom  two  did  not 
appear,  for  Edmund  Killingholme  was  ill  and  John  Barcar  was 
at  Cambridge.  Twenty-two  were  priests,  three  were  subdeacons, 
one  was  a  novice.  There  were  several  local  surnames  and  a  number 
from  Yorkshire,  chiefly  from  Holderness,  where  the  abbey  had 
large  possessions.  The  obedientiaries,  in  addition  to  the  prior, 
were  the  subprior,  sacrist  and  subsacrist,  precentor  and  succentor, 
cellarer  and  under-cellarer,  guest-master,  master  of  the  work -folk, 
and  under-bursar.  No  bursar  is  mentioned.  There  was  also  a 
chaplam,  who  presumably  served  the  parochial  cure  of  Thornton 
Curtis,  and  the  warden  of  Thwaite,  a  grange  of  the  monastery 
in  East  Lincolnshire. 

Of  Leicester  abbey,  visited  by  Atwater  on  17  August,  1518, 
we  know  much  more.  The  abbot,  Richard  Pexall,  like  Kirton 
at  Peterborough,  held  all  the  funds  belonging  to  the  offices  of 
cellarer,  under-cellarer,  chamberlain  and  precentor,  paying  money 
for  necessaries  to  the  nominal  holders  of  these  offices.  There  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  much  else  against  him  saving  that  his  lay 
servants  were  unsatisfactory.  Two  who  had  stipends  of  five  and 
four  marks  respectively  neglected  their  duty  of  singing  in  choir. 
Their  horses  and  cattle  browsed  on  the  monastery  pastures.  The 
abbot's  bailiff,  John  Gybson,  was  an  unprofitable  servant ;  and, 
generally  speaking,  the  servants  of  the  house  were  idle.  It  is  not 
surprising  in  Leicestershire  that  they  kept  a  whole  pack  of  hounds, 
though  probably  the  hare,  rather  than  the  fox,  was  their  favourite 
object  of  pursuit.  Their  sporting  instinct  had  communicated  itself 
to  the  boys  maintained  in  the  almonry,  who  did  no  work  but  went 
to  games  and  hunting  parties.  John  WUcockes,  the  groom  of  the 
buttery,  was  a  surly  feUow  who  reviled  the  canons  when  they  came 
to  him  for  drink. 

The  abbot  was  also  ultimately  responsible  for  certain  casual 
pieces  of  neglect.  Sir  John  Babyngton's  obit  was  stiU  celebrated 
in  the  Lady  chapel,  but  the  distribution  of  twelve-pence  to  each 
priest-canon  who  was  present  at  the  mass  was  no  longer  made. 
One  WUliam  Plante  bequeathed  to  the  monastery  a  wood  with 
the  underwood,  so  far  as  they  had  not  been  cut  down  and  sold 
in  his  lifetime,  which  he  had  previously  bought  from  the  abbot 
and  convent  in  the  name  of  Thomas  Skevington.  This  was  on 
condition  that  he  should  be  buried  in  the  monastery.  His  body 
lay  there,  but  his  widow  stUl  occupied  the  property  against  his 
last  will  at  the  expense  of  the  abbot  and  convent.  Three  chantries, 
one  of  them  founded  by  that  exemplary  abbot,  William  Clowne, 
whose  death  in  1377  was  lamented  by  the  Leicester  chronicler 
Knighton  with  an  ecstatic  tribute  to  his  virtues,^  were  abandoned 
and  the  sum  of  three  shillings  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor  weekly 
from  their  revenues  was  not  paid,  though  it  was  in  the  treasury. 

1  Knighton,  Chron.  (Rolls  Ser.),  II,   125-127. 
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We  are  not  told  how  many  canons  there  were,  but  there  were 
probably  not  more  than  twenty,  which  seems  to  have  been  the 
normal  maximum,  and  of  these  several  were  in  need  of  correction. 
The  prior  was  an  excellent  man,  but  very  old  with  a  failing  memory, 
and,  though  he  was  past  work  and  corrected  the  mnocent  and 
•  the  guilty  with  equal  severity,  he  was  bent  on  celebrating  his 
jubilee  before  quittmg  office.  Robert  Broughton  was  quarrelsome 
and  reviled  his  brethren  :  he  was  insubordinate,  said  mass  hardly 
once  a  week,  and  made  his  confession  barely  once  a  month.  Five 
canons  were  entirely  lazy,  and  took  no  heed  of  injunctions  to  spend 
their  time  in  reading  and  writing  or  some  other  useful  occupation 
and  to  abstain  from  going  out  of  cloister  without  leave.  One  of 
these,  John  Leicester,  was  unlearned  and  had  no  doctrinal  knowledge, 
and  would  not  learn.  There  were  some  Avho  refused  to  accept 
confessors  appointed  them  by  the  abbot  and  obtained  papal  indults 
to  choose  their  own  confessors,  on  the  strength  of  which  they  chose 
junior  canons.  Some,  discontented  with  their  victuals,  which 
were  abundant,  demanded  food  and  drink  at  unsuitable  times, 
railmg  and  abusing  the  officers  and  using  threatening  words.  They 
sat  up  drinking  after  compline,  and  playing  at  tables  and  dice. 
In  the  church  the  sacrament  was  imperfectly  reserved,  and  boards 
with  lists  of  persons  to  be  prayed  for  at  mass  were  wanting  from 
the  altars. 

This  obviously  was  not  as  it  should  be,  and  the  very  full  report 
of  the  visitation  held  by  Longland's  chancellor  on  24  September, 
1528,  disclosed  very  serious  defects  which  showed  that  Atwater's 
injunctions  had  passed  unheeded.  There  were  nineteen  canons 
and  six  novices,  and  all  those  whose  names  had  been  singled  out 
for  special  blame  were  still  in  the  convent,  except  Hugh  Broughton. 
Pexall  was  still  abbot  :  httle  more  than  two  years  later  he  was 
to  receive  the  great  Cardinal,  sick  to  death,  at  the  abbey  gate  and 
commit  him  to  the  grave,  and  he  himself,  under  the  King's  dis- 
pleasure, resigned  office  in  1533.^  In  1528  the  canons  complained 
bitterly  against  him  and  contrasted  his  expensive  habits  with  the 
diligence  and  prudent  economy  of  the  prior.  His  stipend  should 
have  been  merely  double  that  of  a  canon,  but  he  had  forty  marks 
a  year,  while  each  of  the  canons  received  only  £3  16s.  Od.,  and 
he  asked  for  extra  allowances  in  consideration  of  money  expended 
in  gilts  and  gratuities.  He  was  hardly  ever  present  in  church, 
even  on  the  great  festivals,  did  not  celebrate  or  perform  the  burials 
of  deceased  brethren.  He  was  bound  to  celebrate  the  Lady  mass 
at  the  beginning  of  every  quarter  and  then  to  give  the  canons 
something  in  augmentation  of  their  pittances,  but  he  did  neither, 
and  he  still  kept  back  the  distributions  attached  to  the  obit  of 
Sir  John  Babyngton.  He  always  had  his  meals  by  himself  and  at 
unusual  hours,  sitting  too  long  over  them,  so  that,  when  stranger 

1  L.  &  P.  Hen.   VIII,  VI,  no.  765,  etc. 
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guests  came,  their  meals  and  those  of  the  abbot  could  not  be  served 
at  the  same  time,  and  expense  was  caused.  Moreover,  he  had  his 
private  kitchen,  and  food  and  beer  were  made  ready  for  him  when 
he  chose  to  go  into  the  town  or  the  abbey  park.  He  had  too  many 
serving-men,  whose  advice  he  courted  to  the  exclusion  of  that 
of  his  brethren.  Two  of  them,  Antony  Smalley,  who  had  been 
mentioned  in  1518,  and  Edward  of  the  Chamber,  whose  surname 
was  Barfield,  were  useless  persons  who  stirred  up  strife  between 
him  and  the  canons.  The  abbot  kept  horses  and  mares  upon  the 
pastures  of  the  monastery  and  sold  them  for  his  own  advantage 
or  gave  them  to  friends  at  his  will. 

Before  the  visitation  the  abbot  had  warned  the  canons  in 
the  chapter-house  against  revealing  anything  to  the  visitor.  But 
this  precaution  was  unsuccessful.  Three  canons,  whether  guileless 
souls  or  intimate  friends  of  the  abbot,  and  in  either  case  insignificant, 
said,  not '  Omnia  bene,'  but '  Nichil  mali  est  reformandum,'  which  was 
a  more  cautious  remark.  There  seems  to  have  been  some  difference 
of  opinion  about  Thomas  Whitwick,  the  master  of  the  novices. 
The  abbot  said  that  he  was  lazy,  took  trouble  with  some  of  his 
pupils  but  neglected  others.  Others  said  that  they  were  badly 
taught  :  they  were  saucy,  stuck-up  and  haughty,  and  chattered 
freely  to  the  canons  and  strangers.  Thomas  Dethyk  admitted 
that  they  were  ill-mannered  and  ignorant,  but  he  spoke  favourably 
of  Whitwick 's  diligence.  The  novices  themselves  differed  on  the 
point  and,  as  for  Whitwick  himself,  he  affirmed  the  truth  of  a  bill 
in  writing  which  he  and  others  sent  in  for  the  visitor's  perusal. 
There  were  two  old  canons  whose  jubilees  were  past,  and  who 
ought  to  retire  to  their  rooms  in  the  mfirmary,  but  continued  to 
take  their  meals  in  the  refectory.  The  subprior  was  negligent  in 
his  accounts,  but  otherwise  administered  his  office  well.  The 
truth  of  one  canon's  complaint  that  mutual  charity  was  wanting 
was  obvious.  Richard  Lichfield,  who  was  under-cellarer,  came  in 
for  severe  criticism.  He  was  prodigal  in  expense  at  home  and 
abroad  :  he  sat  up  eating  and  drinking  in  the  checker  with  parties 
of  friends  till  midnight,  and  during  the  last  year  was  said  to  have 
exceeded  the  ordinary  expenses  of  his  office  by  more  than  £20. 
Among  those  who  deposed  against  him  to  this  effect  were  Thomas 
Bathe  and  John  Nottingham.  When  Lichfield's  turn  came,  he 
said  that  Bathe  and  other  canons  made  a  habit  of  going  out  into 
Abbey  Gate  and  visiting  suspected  houses  and  persons,  sometimes 
at  noon,  sometimes  in  the  afternoon  and  sometimes  after  compline, 
indifferent  to  the  dangers  of  the  noonday  demon  or  the  negotium 
perambulans  in  tenebris.  Canons,  he  said,  went  out  to  hunt  betimes 
at  dawn  and  even  before  sunrise,  but  none  more  readily  than  John 
Nottingham. 

W"e  have  no  copy  of  the  signed  bUl  already  mentioned  which 
was  delivered  to  the  chancellor  and  probably  contained  more  in 
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detail  about  these  and  other  matters.  Dr.  Rayne  concluded  the 
visitation  on  26  September  for  the  time  being  and  left  injunctions 
for  the  reformation  of  most  of  these  abuses  :  but  he  adjourned 
its  dissolution  till  midsummer.  In  the  meantime  the  abbot,  not 
under  injunction  but  of  his  own  free  will,  said  that  he  would  break- 
fast at  10  a.m.  and  sup  at  5  p.m.  for  the  good  of  the  monastery, 
if  he  could  endure  such  hours  without  falling  ill  :  otherwise  he 
must  have  his  meals  when  he  felt  an  appetite  for  them,  a  reservation 
which  somewhat  marred  the  merit  of  his  self-sacrifice.  The  most 
interesting  of  the  injunctions  limits  the  keeping  of  hounds  to 
'  iij  brase  de  lez  greyhoundes  '  and  no  more,  save  '  ij  or  iij  cowple 
of  spanyells  pro  le  haris  '.  No  notice  seems  to  have  been  taken  of 
Lichfield's  general  charge  that  canons  did  not  go  to  bed  immediately 
after  compline,  or,  if  they  went  to  the  dormitory,  came  down  again 
at  once  and  drank  in  the  office  or  roamed  about  without  limit  of 
time.  But  here,  as  we  have  seen,  a  custom,  albeit  a  bad  custom, 
of  the  monastery  was  involved. 

We  may  deal  briefly  in  conclusion  with  Dorchester.  There 
is  a  short  note  of  a  visitation  by  Atwater's  commissary.  Dr.  Edmund 
Horde,  on  18  June,  1517,  which  need  not  detain  us.  But  on  19 
September,  1530,  Longland  himself  came  to  the  abbey,  and  the 
abbot,  seven  canons  and  two  novices  appeared  before  him.  The 
prevailing  atmosphere  was  one  of  neghgence  and  general  irregularity. 
The  last  set  of  episcopal  injunctions  had  not  been  communicated  by 
the  abbot  to  the  monastery.  The  bad  example  of  the  prior  en- 
couraged rare  attendance  at  matins,  where  sometimes  only  two 
canons  were  present  :  for  more  than  a  year  Thomas  Wytney  had 
been  only  three  times  to  matins,  sitting  up  till  10  or  11  p.m.  and 
not  rising  until  3  or  4  a.m.  The  canons  came  to  bed  as  they  were 
moved,  after  roaming  aimlessly  about  the  buildings.  Silence  was 
not  kept,  there  was  much  quarrelling,  the  cloister  doors  were  not 
locked  but  stood  open  night  and  day,  the  buildings  were  all  in 
decay,  especially  the  dormitory.  Of  the  canons  Thomas  Wytney 
was  a  law  to  himself  and  wandered  where  he  listed  every  day, 
hunting  and  fishing.  He  had  taken  up  his  abode  for  a  time  with 
his  brother  outside  the  monastery.  Ignorant,  wordy  and  profane, 
he  had  three  or  four  times  offered  to  fight  the  prior,  who  had  severely 
corrected  him  ;  and  he  was  defamed  of  incontinence.  But  the 
prior  himself  was  no  better,  and  each  deponent  told  a  story  of 
his  conduct  which  proved  that  he  was  incredibly  careless  of  the 
good  fame  of  the  house.  There  was  equal  unanimity  with  regard 
to  the  relations  of  Thomas  Pyver  with  Joan  Martyn  of  Warborough. 
A  secular  priest  named  John  Willys  was  made  free  of  the  cloister 
buildings,  since  when  property  had  vanished.  This  was  not 
surprising  when  lay-foLk  made  a  short  cut  of  the  cloister,  and  the 
treasure  of  the  house  was  kept  insecurely  in  the  vestry.  One  canon 
complained  that  there  was  no  grammar-master  :   another,  however, 
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said  that  the  grammar-master  was  habitually  drunk  in  the  afternoon. 
The  clerk  was  young,  careless  and  slothful,  and  did  not  ring  the 
bell  for  matins  at  the  right  time.  It  must  be  owned  that  the  convent 
gave  him  no  encouragement. 

The  next  day,  before  leaving,  Longland  delivered  certain 
injunctions  for  the  custody  of  the  cloister  from  casual  intruders, 
who  were  forbidden  to  use  it  as  a  highway  from  the  village  to  the 
mill.  Locks  and  keys  were  to  be  made  for  all  the  doors  in  the 
church  and  cloister  and  to  be  delivered  by  the  abbot  to  the  sacrist 
for  safe-keeping.  From  the  Nativity  of  our  Lady  till  Easter  the 
cloister  door  was  to  be  locked  at  five  o'clock,  and  for  the  other 
half  of  the  year  at  seven,  and  was  to  be  opened  every  morning 
before  six  o'clock.  With  the  chief  offenders  the  bishop  dealt 
separately.  The  abbot's  negHgence,  contumacy  and  disobedience 
in  leaving  injunctions  unpublished  were  punished  by  suspension 
from  his  priestly  functions  for  an  indefinite  period.  The  prior's 
misdeeds,  without  being  absolutely  proved,  were  open  to  the 
strongest  suspicion,  and  he  was  similarly  suspended  for  a  fortnight 
and  entirely  suspended  from  his  office.  Thomas  Pyver  was  suspended 
from  celebrating  mass  until  he  could  find  compurgators  to  clear 
him  of  his  crime  :  and  both  he  and  the  prior  were  forbidden  to 
leave  the  cloister  until  further  notice.  As  for  the  lusty  and  pugnacious 
Wytney,  he  was  confined  to  the  monastery  precincts  for  a  year, 
condemned  to  take  the  lowest  place  in  choir  for  at  least  the  next 
fortnight,  and  inhibited  from  his  seynies  until  he  obtained  leave 
from  the  bishop  to  resume  them. 

The  abbot,  however,  made  his  humble  apologies  and  was 
absolved  at  once  from  his  sentence.  We  may  hope  that  the  others 
underwent  punishments  which  were  by  no  means  too  heavy ; 
but  the  inadequacy  of  the  machinery  for  enforcing  injunctions  and 
penalties  from  head- quarters  made  their  fulfilment  a  very  doubtful 
matter,  added  to  which  the  persons  involved  constituted  half  of 
the  convent,  excluding  the  novices.  In  1441  and  1445  Alnwick 
had  found  the  monastery  in  utter  disorder,  and  between  those 
two  years  the  number  of  canons  had  sunk  from  eleven  to  seven.  ^ 
Now,  the  best  part  of  a  century  later,  its  condition  was  no  whit 
better.  There  is  a  natural  impulse  to-day,  when  we  regard  the 
beautiful  abbey  church  which  has  been  so  fortunately  preserved 
entire  amid  surroundings  of  a  far  greater  antiquity,  fronting  the 
great  hill-fortress  of  Sinodun  in  the  meadows  by  the  Thames,  to 
regret  the  disaster  which  befell  the  monastery  within  the  next 
few  years  after  Longland's  visitation  and  scattered  the  pious  inmates 
of  this  haunt  of  ancient  peace.  But  the  case  of  Dorchester  was 
incurable.  As  Bishop  Alnwick  said  of  more  than  one  monastery 
which  he  visited,  there  was  no  religion  in  it,  no  regular  observances, 
but  hardly  even  so  much  as  the  outward  form  of  religion,  save 

1  Visitations,  II,   68-83, 
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only  the  token  to  which  the  object  marked  with  it  had  no  corres- 
pondence.^ And  the  evidence  for  such  a  conclusion  comes  from 
documents  compiled  in  the  ordinary  course  of  diocesan  business 
and  open  to  no  suspicion  of  hostility  or  prejudice. 


V 

We  must  now  turn  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  religious  houses. 
The  entire  recorded  number  of  those  visited  by  Atwater  was  54, 
and  by  Longland  58,  but  there  were  16  of  these  of  which  visitations 
by  Atwater,  and  20  of  which  visitations  by  Longland  alone  survive. 
Thus  the  number  of  those  visited  by  both  bishops  and  their  com- 
missaries was  38.  Most  of  these  were  small  houses.  Apart  from 
the  four  great  abbeys  of  which  an  account  has  already  been  given, 
the  Benedictine  houses  were  not  many.  Spalding  priory  was  a 
large  and  well  endowed  house,  with  a  number  of  inmates  habitually 
larger  than  the  more  famous  and  important  Croyland  and  Bardney 
could  show.  Eynsham  abbey,  with  some  sixteen  monks,  in  the 
bishop's  patronage  and  deriving  its  origin  from  the  old  minster  of 
secular  clerks  at  Stow  in  Lindsey,  St.  Neots,  with  ten  to  fourteen 
monks,  one  of  the  alien  priories  which  had  been  granted  letters  of 
denization  early  in  the  fifteenth  century,  Daventry,  with  ten  monks, 
originally  Cluniac,  and  the  small  abbey  of  Humberstone  near 
Grimsby,  with  only  four  monks,  formerly  a  member  of  the  order 
of  Thiron,  complete  the  list  of  Benedictine  houses. 

Houses  of  Austin  canons  were  extremely  numerous,  and  of 
31  of  these  we  have  details.  To  Thornton,  Leicester  and  Dorchester 
we  have  already  referred.  Of  the  others,  Oseney  abbey  was  about 
the  same  size  as  Leicester,  with  some  twenty  canons.  Only  four 
others  had  more  than  ten  :  Newnham,  close  to  Bedford,  and 
Dunstable  had  each  16,  Laund  in  Leicestershire  14,  Bourne  abbey 
in  Lincolnshire  11.  But  some  were  very  small  :  the  usual  numbers 
were  from  seven  to  ten,  but  there  were  only  five  canons  at  Bushmead 
and  Nocton  Park,  four  at  Newstead-by-Stamford,  and  two  at 
Wymondley,  near  Hitchin.  We  may  count  with  canons'  houses 
the  hospital  of  St.  John  at  Northampton  and  the  house  of  the 
Precious  Blood  at  Ashridge  in  Buckinghamshire,  tenanted  by 
Bonhommes,  an  order  which  by  a  curious  misapprehension  is 
generally  reckoned  with  orders  of  friars.^ 

^  See,  e.g.,  his  injunctions  to  Markby  priory,   Visitations,  II,  225. 

*  This  error  seems  due  to  a  confusion  between  the  general  use  of  the  word  frater 
to  describe  any  member  of  a  reHgious  house,  no  matter  to  what  order  it  belonged 
(see  Visitations,  passim)  and  its  technical  application  to  a  friar.  Neither  Bonhommes 
nor  the  Trinitarians,  similarly  reckoned  as  friars,  had  anything  in  common  with 
the  mendicant  orders,  save  that  the  object  of  the  Trinitarian  order  was  to  raise 
money  for  the  ransom  of  captives  in  pagan  and  infidel  countries.  Both  orders 
followed  the  canonical  life  according  to  the  rule  of  St.   Augustine  :      they  were 
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With  houses  of  exempt  orders,  free  from  episcopal  jurisdiction, 
we  have  nothing  to  do,  and  the  remainder  with  which  we  are 
concerned  were  nunneries  of  various  orders.  Tiie  largest  of  these 
were  the  abbeys  of  Elstow  in  Bedfordshire  and  Godstow,  near 
Oxford,  with  21  and  15  nuns  respectively.  Stixwould  in  Lincolnshire 
also  had  fifteen  nuns,  and  Stainfield,  another  of  the  group  of 
monasteries  in  the  basin  of  the  Witham  east  of  Lincoln,  had  thirteen. 
At  Gracedieu  in  Leicestershire  there  were  fourteen.  Actually 
numbers  varied  much  as  in  houses  of  canons.  At  Goring,  Little 
Mario w  and  St.  Giles'  in  the  Wood  at  Flamstead  there  were  only 
six  nuns,  at  St.  Margaret's  in  the  Wood  at  Ivinghoe  four,  and  at 
Hinchingbrooke  near  Huntingdon  two.  These  numbers,  like  those 
of  the  canons,  can  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  a  few  novices 
in  several  houses. 

If  we  compare  these  numbers  with  those  given  in  the  records 
of  Alnwick's  visitations,  there  is  no  serious  falling  off.  In  some 
instances  there  is  an  increase.  Houses  of  canons  remained  fairly 
steady.  Oseney  had  dropped  from  26  in  1445  to  20  or  21.  If  the 
small  abbey  of  Owston  in  east  Leicestershire  showed  a  decline  from 
fifteen  to  seven,  the  neighbouring  priory  at  Laund  had  risen  from 
ten  to  fourteen,  and  elsewhere  slight  drops  in  the  numbers  of  some 
houses  were  compensated  by  slight  rises  in  others.  Among  the 
nunneries  Elstow  had  risen  noticeably  from  13  to  21.  Stainfield, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  fallen  from  21  to  13,  and,  while  in  1440 
its  members  had  for  the  most  part  been  drawn  from  well-known 
county  families,  chiefly  from  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  where 
its  hereditary  founders  and  patrons,  the  Percies,  were  important 
land-owners,  the  later  list  in  1525  reveals  no  such  names.  Every- 
where, however,  the  feeling  was  expressed  that  numbers  were 
below  the  mark  and,  when  the  prioress  of  St.  Giles'  in  the  Wood 
said  that  there  ought  to  be  thirteen  nuns  in  the  house,  she  was 
merely  mentioning  the  traditional  figure  which  fixed  the  minimum 
of  a  conventual  establishment.  But  this  standard  had  long  been 
obsolete.  At  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  ahen  priories,  houses 
with  only  six  or  seven  members  had  been  reckoned  as  conventual 

possessionati,  holding  lands  and  appropriated  churchea.  For  Ashridge  see  Cal. 
Papal  Letters,  I,  573,  '  the  rector  and  brethren  of  the  Augnstinian  house  of  the  Blood 
of  Christ,  at  Asserugge,  commonly  called  good  men  '  ;  II,  73,  '  the  rector  and 
convent  of  the  Augnstinian  house  '  ;  V,  432.  In  1462  a  dispensation  is  granted 
conjratri  confraternitatis  domus  bo  nor  urn  virorum  sanguinis  Jesu  Christi  de 
Asscherugge  nuncupate  ordinis  sancti  Augustini  [ibid.,  XI,  639).  An  earlier  dis- 
pensation {ibid.,  V,  429)  granted  to  an  '  Augustinian  brother  '  of  the  house,  does 
not  imply  that  he  was  an  Austin  friar  (i.e.  ordinis  fratrum  eremitarum  sancti 
Augustini).  See  also  ibid.,  VII,  3U6,  309.  In  1401  the  house  of  Bonhommes  at 
Edington  in  Wiltshire  is  said  to  be  '  of  the  order  of  Grammont  '  (ibid.,  V,  362). 
This  statement  will  be  found  in  the  indices  to  subsequent  volumes  of  Cal.  Papal 
Letters,  s.v.  Ashridge,  Edington,  but  not  in  the  actual  documents  referred  to  :  see 
ibid.,  IX,  314,  584.  In  Monasticon,  VI  (i),  514,  doubt  is  very  rightly  cast  upon  the 
claim  of  the  Bonhommes  to  be  reckoned  as  friars,  but  ibid.,  p.  534,  there  is  a  sug- 
gestion that  they  were  Austin  friars.  Such  a  recent  book  as  the  new  ed.  of 
Heiinbucher's  Orden  und  Kongregationen  adds  nothing  to  the  subject. 


Ixxiv  INTRODUCTION 

and  allowed  to  continue,  as  distinguished  from  the  manorial  priories 
which  had  no   conventual  life.^ 

None  of  these  smaller  monasteries  exhibits  a  picture  in  strong 
or  even  noticeable  contrast  to  that  which  is  presented  by  the  larger 
houses  at  this  epoch.  There  were  several  monasteries,  it  is  true, 
at  which  all  was  said  to  be  well.  When  Longland's  chancellor 
visited  the  Bedfordshire  houses,  the  four  priories  of  canons  at 
Bushmead,  Newnham,  Caldwell  and  Dunstable  reported  unanimously 
that  all  was  well  ;  but  a  second  and  more  leisurely  visitation  of 
Caldwell  revealed  a  very  different  state  of  things,  when  the  sub- 
prior  and  canons  brought  a  long  series  of  charges  against  a  prior 
who  had  brought  the  monastery  into  heavy  debt,  contracted  loans 
from  private  persons  which  he  could  not  pay,  sold  the  woods  of 
the  house  without  consulting  his  brethren,  and  pawned  or  sold  the 
plate.  His  election  had  been  secured  by  bribery.  He  had  fallen 
out  with  Wilham  Leycestre  and  deprived  him  of  the  office  of  sacrist, 
substituting  for  him  a  canon  who  confessed  that  he  could  not  say 
the  Lord's  prayer.  He  had  warned  Leycestre  with  threats  to  keep 
his  tongue  quiet  at  the  last  visitation,  and  put  a  serving-man  to 
spy  upon  him,  upon  whose  information  the  prior  and  his  adherents 
had  hired  a  woman  to  bring  a  charge  against  him,  on  the  strength 
of  which  he  was  imprisoned.  It  is  noticeable  that  among  his 
creditors  was  Edward  Watson,  the  faithful  servant  of  the  see  in 
whose  hand  much  of  the  Atwater  and  some  of  the  Longland  MS. 
are  written  ;  and  Watson,  anxious  to  recover  his  twenty  pounds, 
must  have  known  the  true  value  of  the  '  Omnia  bene  '  testimony 
at  the  last  visitation.  One  instance  of  this  kind  naturally  induces 
us  to  suspect  others.  It  would  of  course  be  unfair  to  assume  that 
unanimous  returns  of '  Omnia  bene  '  necessarily  implied  the  existence 
of  a  conspiracy  to  defeat  the  visitor.  Such  a  view  would  also  assume 
an  inexperience  on  the  part  of  the  visitor  with  which  it  is  hard  to 
credit  him.  '  Omnia  bene,'  in  fact,  in  no  sense  reflects  his  conviction, 
and  is  merely  a  statement  with  which  his  inquiries  were  met  and 
of  the  sincerity  of  which  he  was  capable  of  his  own  opinion. 

At  Stainfield  in  1525  all  the  nuns  were  agreed  that  all  was 
well,  and  the  visitor  issued  no  comperta.  Nevertheless,  before 
leaving,  he  exhorted  them  against  going  outside  the  precincts 
without  leave,  associating  themselves  with  lay-folk,  and  frequenting 
parties  and  assemblies  such  as  weddings  and  fairs.  This  may  of 
course  have  been  a  sermon  upon  the  benefits  of  enclosure,  but  there 
is  not  much  use  in  warning  people  against  habits  for  which  they 
show  no  disposition  and,  if  the  nuns  themselves  said  nothing  about 
such  things,  the  visitor  was  probably  not  without  reasons  for 
thinking  that  a  word  in  season  would  not  be  out  of  place.     At 

^  Thus  Tutbury  priory,  co.  Stafford,  a  cell  of  St-Pierre-sur-Dives,  the  prior  of 
which  in  1410  had  licence  to  have  six  alien  monks  to  dwell  for  life  in  the  priory 
and  its  cells  {Cat.  Pat.  Rolls  1408-1413,  p.  213),  continued  to  exist  as  a  denizen 
houae. 
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Nuncoton  in  north  Lincolnshire  in  the  same  year  the  nuns  were 
almost  as  emphatic  as  at  Stainfield.  Were  it  not  for  the  remark 
of  the  subprioress  that  sUence  was  not  kept  as  thoroughly  as  it 
ought  to  be,  they  would  have  been  even  more  emphatic,  for  this 
was  one  of  the  houses  in  which  '  Omnia  bene  '  underwent  the  most 
skilful  and  elegant  variations.  Alice  Fiddyll,  the  cellaress,  said 
that  everything  was  in  the  highest  state  of  happiness,  Margaret 
Kelk  said  that  all  their  doings  were  quite  prosperous,  Alice  Colman, 
the  sacrist,  that  everything  in  the  monastery  was  perfectly  correct, 
and  so  on.  The  cautious  Alice  Robynson  was  not  so  sure,  but 
hoped  that  everything  was  fundamentally  sound  ;  Margaret 
Thomson  knew  of  no  harm  in  the  house.  Things  certainly  seemed 
to  be  going  on  well,  for  the  cloister  was  being  rebuilt.  But  the 
visitor  saw  that  in  consequence  there  were  a  number  of  workmen 
in  the  precincts,  and  felt  it  his  duty  to  warn  the  convent  against 
the  danger  of  talking  with  laymen  and  to  enjoin  the  necessity,  if 
such  conversation  had  to  take  place,  of  the  presence  of  more  than 
one  nun  at  a  time.  Five  years  later,  however,  Margaret  Kelk 
had  for  some  reason  or  other  to  be  transferred  for  a  while  to  Catesby 
priory  in  Northamptonshire.  The  method  of  sending  unsatisfactory 
religious  for  their  souls'  health  to  other  houses,  though  it  would 
be  difficult  to  suggest  an  alternative  plan,  was  obviously  doubtful, 
and  Margaret  Kelk  was  unpopular  at  Catesby.  She  fostered 
quarrelhng  among  the  nuns,  she  was  lazy  in  choir,  neither  singing 
nor  taking  her  part  in  reading  the  lessons,  and  one  night  she  had 
come  downstairs  and  interviewed  Thomas  Catesby,  one  of  the 
patron's  serving-men,  in  the  hall  by  herself.  We  may  hope  in 
the  meantime  that  her  absence  restored  to  Nuncoton  that  perfect 
prosperity  which  her  conduct  must  have  ruffled. 

It  is  certain  that  in  some  monasteries  there  were  two  opposed 
parties  which  came  before  the  visitor  with  two  entirely  different 
stories  to  tell.  Legbourne  priory,  a  small  Cistercian  nunnery  near 
Louth,  was  one  of  the  houses  visited  by  Dr.  Rayne  in  1525.  There 
were  eleven  nuns,  nine  of  whom  gave  the  usual  answers  :  everything 
was  perfect,  they  knew  of  no  evil  in  the  monastery,  all  was  in  good 
order.  But  Agnes  Otteley,  the  prioress,  complained  of  Ursula 
TathweU,  who  was  somewhat  disobedient  to  her  superiors  and 
disclosed  the  corrections  which  they  inflicted  upon  her,  even  to 
lay-folk.  She  made  friends  with  outsiders,  especially  with  priests, 
and  gave  them  almost  all  she  had.  This  was  not  very  much,  two 
silver  spoons  and  four  yards  of  woollen  cloth  which  the  prioress 
had  given  her  ;  but  she  rendered  no  account  of  her  belongings  to 
the  prioress.  Elizabeth  Pinchebek  mentioned  that  L^rsula  was 
on  good  terms  with  Sir  John,  the  chantry -priest  of  Legbourne, 
but  was  quite  sure  that  there  was  nothing  wrong  in  it.  We  may 
conclude  that  Ursula  had  been  a  favourite  with  the  prioress  but 
had  fallen  out  with  her  ;    for  Elizabeth  went  on  to  say  that  the 
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prioress  allowed  the  younger  nuns  to  have  more  freedom  than 
they  ought.  She  was  partial  to  them  and  was  remiss,  and  could 
not  look  after  them  with  proper  diligence.  One  of  them,  Alice 
Fullbaron,  was  a  frivolous  chatterer.  The  prioress  on  her  side 
allowed  that  the  nuns  talked  with  strangers,  sometimes  without 
her  leave.  The  matter  appears  to  resolve  itself  into  a  difference 
of  opinion  between  Elizabeth  Pinchebek  and  the  prioress,  in  which 
the  other  nuns  preferred  not  to  take  sides.  In  his  injunctions  the 
visitor  showed  a  laudable  impartiality,  condemning  the  practices 
referred  to,  forbidding  Ursula  Tathwell  to  carry  on  her  conversation 
with  strangers  and  to  make  presents  to  her  friends,  and  limiting 
her  to  a  diet  of  bread  and  water  for  six  Fridays  before  Michaelmas. 
Sir  John  was  forbidden  to  have  his  commons  and  pass  the  night 
in  the  house.  Among  the  comprehensive  injunctions  delivered 
to  the  nuns  occurs  the  prohibition  to  any  to  act  as  a  godmother, 
which  is  found  in  several  other  cases. 

Among  the  monasteries  visited  by  Atwater  were  two  which 
ceased  to  be  only  a  few  years  later.  St.  Frideswide's  priory  at 
Oxford  and  the  nunnery  of  Littiemore  disappeared  in  1525,  and 
of  their  last  days  we  have  no  record  in  the  Longland  MS.  But  in 
1517  and  1518  their  dissolution  was  not  far  off,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  examine  their  condition  at  this  date.  Littiemore,  to  the  east 
of  Oxford,  was  a  small  priory  of  Benedictine  nuns,  founded  by 
Robert  of  Sandford  in  the  reign  of  Stephen.  In  1445  the  number 
of  nuns  had  dwindled  to  seven,  and  in  1517  there  were  only  six, 
Katherine  Wells,  the  prioress,  Julian  Beauchamp,  Anne  Willy e, 
and  Julian,  Jane  and  Elizabeth  Wynter.  The  record  of  the  visitation 
held  on  17  June,  1517,  by  Atwater  s  commissary.  Dr.  Edmund 
Horde,  consists  of  a  long  list  of  comperta.  The  buildings  were  in 
complete  decay,  all  the  silver  Mas  in  pawn,  the  nuns  were  without 
victuals,  habits,  or  the  customary  allowances.  Meanwhile  the 
prioress  had  leased  tenements  under  the  common  seal  and  pocketed 
the  fines.  Her  conduct  brought  her  into  great  disrepute,  for  her 
intrigue  with  a  chaplain  named  Richard  Hewes,  who  visited  the 
nunnery  two  or  three  times  a  year  and  was  expected  by  1  August, 
a  date  mentioned  in  a  letter  to  the  prioress,  was  notorious.  Their 
daughter  was  being  brought  up  in  the  priory,  and  the  prioress 
was  busy  providing  for  her  maintenance  and  collecting  furniture 
against  her  marriage  by  the  simple  method  of  abstracting  pans, 
pots,  candlesticks,  basins,  sheets,  feather-beds  and  other  useful 
objects  from  the  common  stock  of  the  house.  From  the  same 
source  she  had  given  Hewes,  now  in  Kent,  a  silver-gilt  goblet  worth 
five  marks.  The  nuns  had  begged  her  to  give  him  up,  but  she 
had  answered  that  she  would  not  do  so  for  anybody,  for  she  loved 
him  and  would  love  him.  In  his  absence  she  walked  about  in  the 
village  and  fields  with  no  companion  but  a  child  of  seven  or  eight 
years  old.     Her  habits  were  a  bad  example  to  the  rest  :    Julian 
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Wynter  was  defamed  with  John  Wikisley  of  Oxford.  A  girl  who 
came  to  Littlemore  as  a  novice  was  so  shocked  at  the  domestic 
tastes  of  the  prioress  that  she  left  the  monastery  and  published 
the  scandal  abroad.  Her  indignation  at  the  interference  of  the 
nuns  was  so  strong  that  she  corrected  them  with  the  utmost  severity 
and  threatened  to  put  them  in  the  stocks.  She  had  warned  them 
with  threats  to  tell  nothing  at  the  visitation  and,  in  approaching 
the  visitor  with  a  petition  against  her,  they  begged  for  a  speedy 
remedy,  saying  that,  if  she  found  out  what  they  had  done,  they 
would  have  to  leave  the  monastery  for  fear  of  her  corrections. 

The  remedy  did  not  come  for  more  than  a  year,  when  on 
2  September,  1518,  the  bishop  came  to  Littlemore  in  person.  By 
that  time  the  prioress  had  sold  all  the  wood  belonging  to  the  priory. 
Hewes  had  been  on  a  visit  since  Easter.  The  prioress  also,  having 
found  out  that  Anne  Willye  and  the  three  Wynters  had  told  tales 
to  the  commissary,  had  threatened  them  with  bitter  expressions. 
She  also  had  brought  her  threats  into  action,  for  Anne  Willye  had 
been  in  the  stocks  for  a  month  on  end.  She  had  her  own  complaints 
against  the  four  culprits.  They  were  all  obstinately  disobedient, 
behaving  in  church  with  wanton  irreverence  and  laughing  even 
at  the  elevation  of  the  Host.  Julian  Wynter,  having  once  fallen 
into  sin,  showed  no  disposition  to  mend  her  ways,  and  the  prioress's 
admonition,  as  is  hardly  surprising,  failed  to  restrain  her  addiction 
to  male  company.  Elizabeth  Wynter  was  equally  disobedient, 
stoutly  refusing  correction  and  playing  the  tomboy  with  lads  in 
the  cloister.  Since  last  Easter  the  prioress  had  beaten  her  violently 
in  the  chapter-house  and  cloister  and,  after  strikmg  her  on  the 
head  with  her  fists,  had  trampled  on  her  with  her  feet.  As  a  last 
resort  she  had  jjut  her  in  the  stocks,  whereupon  the  three  others 
had  broken  the  doors  and  forced  the  locks  of  the  parlour  and 
dormitory,  burned  the  stocks  and  barred  the  prioress  out  of  the 
parlour.  She  sent  for  her  serving-men  and  for  friends  from  Oxford 
to  bring  the  rebels  to  order  ;  but  they  broke  a  window  and  stole 
away  by  night  to  the  house  of  one  Inglyshe,  where  they  stayed  in 
apostasy  for  two  or  three  weeks.  Jane  Wynter  seems  to  have  taken 
the  least  prominent  part  in  this  business,  and  simply  to  have 
followed  her  sisters'  lead.  The  sixth  nun,  Julian  Beauchamp,  had 
been  obliged  to  confess  to  the  commissary  that  the  prioress  had 
attempted  to  terrorise  the  convent  into  making  no  complaints  ; 
but  she  was  evidently  of  a  quiet  and  cautious  temper  and  kept 
out  of  the  quarrel,  though  she  had  been  known  to  say  to  Anne 
Willye,  '  I  am  ashamed  to  hear  of  the  evil  rule  of  my  lady  '. 

The  immediate  result  of  these  singular  disclosures  was  the 
removal  of  the  prioress  from  the  direct  administration  of  the 
atfairs  of  the  convent,  which  were  placed  under  the  supervision  of 
Dr.  Horde,  the  prioress  being  made  responsible  to  him.  The  appoint- 
ment of  a  master  or  keeper  of  a  nunnery  had  at  an  earlier  period 
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been  common,  and  considering  the  dangers  to  which  small  nunneries 
were  liable,  it  seems  to  have  been  a  wise  practice.  Resort  to  it, 
however,  had  become  infrequent,  and  Alnwick's  visitations  in  the 
previous  century  gave  abundant  proof  of  the  state  of  disorder 
into  which  nunneries,  left  to  their  own  devices,  could  fall,  and 
how  their  management,  in  the  hands  of  a  weak  and  light-minded 
prioress,  could  fall  under  the  control  of  unauthorised  persons  whose 
presence  in  the  precincts  gave  rise  to  suspicion  and  scandal. 

Whether  Dr.  Horde  did  anything  to  improve  the  state  of 
affairs  we  are  not  informed.  In  any  case,  Littlemore,  seven  years 
later,  found  a  place  in  the  list  of  reUgious  houses  whose  endowments 
were  diverted  to  the  uses  of  the  Cardinal's  great  foundation  at 
Oxford,  which  absorbed  the  ancient  priory  of  St.  Frideswide. 
In  Atwater's  MS.  there  are  reports  of  two  visitations  of  St.  Frides- 
wide's.  The  first,  by  the  bishop's  chancellor,  Richard  Roston, 
took  place  on  15  June,  1517.  Apart  from  an  injunction  for  the 
provision  of  a  grammar-master,  there  is  nothing  but  a  complaint 
against  Richard  Taunton,  a  canon  who  was  a  law  to  himself, 
incorrigible  and  unamenable  to  penance,  freely  wandering  about 
by  day  and  night  in  the  town,  a  backbiter  and  reviler  of  his  brethren. 
Gaping  after  his  wilful  desires,  he  belittled  and  scorned,  not  only 
the  substantial  vows,  but  the  ceremonies  and  laudable  customs 
of  his  order.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that,  while  Taunton  was 
pursuing  his  lawless  career  at  St.  Frideswide's,  he  had  a  namesake, 
William  Taunton,  at  Oseney  who  \\ould  not  get  up  for  matins 
and  who,  at  Atwater's  visitation,  1520,  came  before  the  bishop, 
begging  to  be  delivered  from  the  convent  prison  and  telling  a, 
pitiable  tale  of  his  sickness  and  lack  of  food  and  clothing. 

Richard  Taunton  had  disappeared  from  St.  Frideswide's  when 
Atwater  came  there  on  5  May,  1520,  in  advance  of  his  scheduled 
time.  John  Burton,  the  prior,  and  eight  canons  were  in  residence. 
Six  other  canons,  according  to  the  custom  which  had  prevailed 
throughout  the  history  of  the  monastery,  served  the  cures  of  six 
out  of  seven  of  the  churches  aj)propriated  to  the  prior  and  convent 
in  the  counties  of  Oxford  and  Buckingham.  It  was  a  custom 
inherent  in  the  original  purpose  of  communities  of  canons,  and, 
incompatible  as  it  was  with  the  integrity  of  conventual  life,  had 
overcome  the  opposition  of  diocesan  bishops  who,  like  Hugh  II  of 
Lincoln  in  the  thirteenth  century,  had  partially  succeeded  in  break- 
ing it  by  ordaining  vicarages  in  appropriated  churches  for  the  support 
of  vicars  who  were  intended  to  be  secular.^  But  in  the  later  part 
of  the  fourteenth  century  the  custom  had  again  become  general, 
and,  although  we  could  hardly  expect  that  Oseney  abbey,  for 
instance,  would  serve  fifteen  appropriated  churches  in  this  way, 
yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  room  would  be  found  for  a  canon  in 

^  See,  e.g.,  the  ordination  of  vicars  in  churches  appropriated  to  Dunstable  priory 
in  1220  (Ann.  Monast.  [Rolls  ser.],  Ill,  59). 
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a  vacant  vicarage  where  possible.     It  is  obvious  that  the  absence  of 
a  few  canons,  while  it  depleted  the  choir,  saved  money  to  the  convent. 

The  visitation  of  1520  was  almost  entirely  concerned  with 
the  misdeeds  of  the  prior  and  affords  no  evidence  of  generally 
unsatisfactory  conduct.  The  prior  himself  was  no  worse  than  other 
priors,  and  the  charges  preferred  against  him  were  of  the  usual 
kind,  engrossment  of  the  revenues  of  all  offices,  failure  to  render 
accounts  in  public,  with  the  suspicion  of  collusion  with  the  auditor, 
sale  of  wood  and  leases  of  churches  and  manors  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, and  the  general  accusation  that  he  was  enriching  himself 
at  the  expense  of  the  monastery.  He  denied  the  sales  and  leases  ; 
and,  when  two  definite  cases  were  asserted  in  which  his  brother 
was  lessee,  he  answered  that  he  had  let  nothing  that  was  not 
customary.  But  a  note  in  the  margin  states  that  the  custom  was 
quite  recent.  To  the  charge  that  he  had  sold  all  the  bestial  of  the 
house  except  a  few  sheep  his  answer  was  that  he  had  stock  and 
was  intending  to  add  to  it.  He  admitted  that  he  had  cut  up  the 
cloths  of  say  that  used  to  hang  round  the  choir  and  had  been  given 
for  that  purpose,  and  used  them  for  hangings  in  his  lodging  ;  but 
he  said  that  they  were  old  and  worn  and  unfit  for  the  church,  and 
more  suitable  for  their  present  use.  He  denied,  however,  that  he 
had  broken  up  a  silver  basin  belonging  to  the  church  and  made 
it  into  spoons  for  his  lodging,  and  that  he  had  misapplied  two 
mazers  and  two  girdles  which  used  to  be  kept  in  the  chapter-house, 
and  had  given  one  of  the  girdles  to  his  sister,  who  wore  it.  The 
convent  complained  that  he  ordered  bad  food  for  their  daily  meals, 
bullocks'  shoulders,  sheep 's-necks  and  such  like.  The  house  was 
no  doubt  in  an  uncomfortable  state,  but  the  evidence  does  not 
suggest  imminent  need  of  dissolution.  The  kindness  of  the  prior 
to  his  relations  is  paralleled  by  the  case  of  the  abbot  of  Eynsham, 
whose  sister  dwelt  within  the  precinct  and  was  said,  with  her 
kinsfolk,  to  cost  the  house  the  large  sum  of  £140  a  year.  Her  son 
was  a  burden  to  the  monastery,  keeping  all  the  corn  and  disposing 
of  it  as  he  liked  :  he  was  said  in  one  week  to  have  taken  fifteen 
quarters  of  malt  to  his  own  use,  and  while  some  of  the  monks  said 
that  this  was  untrue,  the  bishop  seems  to  have  had  a  different 
impression.  But  the  state  of  Eynsham  was  on  the  whole  much 
worse  than  that  of  8t.  Frideswide's,  and  a  drunken  monk,  Thomas 
Spofford,  who  in  his  cups  was  like  a  madman  and  ready  for  a  fight, 
disturbed  the  convent  by  his  lies  and  mischievous  chattering,  and 
sowed  strife  between  the  abbot  and  his  brethren.  His  voice  was 
never  still,  even  in  the  refectory,  and  he  had  maligned  the  bishop 
and  his  officers  with  discreditable  tales.  Moreover,  one  monk  of 
Eynsham  was  in  apostasy,  no-one  knew  where,  and  another  had 
only  just  returned. 

Like  St.  Frideswide's,  Daventry  priory,  which  was  to  share 
its    fate,    showed    no    special    signs    which    demanded    immediate 
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dissolution.  When  Atwater's  vicar-general  visited  it  on  21  June, 
1520,  there  were  ten  monks.  One,  it  is  true,  was  deaf  and  infirm, 
one  had  been  arrested  in  apostasy  and  was  in  the  bishop's  prison 
at  Banbury,  and  a  third  had  been  absent  in  apostasy  for  four  years. 
As  usual,  the  prior  would  not  submit  accounts  to  the  convent. 
.The  stipends  paid  to  the  monks  were  unequal,  varying  from  forty 
shillings  to  33s.  4d.  There  was  a  demand  for  forty  shillings  all 
round,  which  the  prior  was  ready  to  concede,  provided  that  they 
applied  it  to  their  clothing,  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended, 
and  not  to  frivolous  uses.  The  monks  took  out  hounds  with  them 
and  apparently  spared  no  noise  on  such  occasions.  They  were 
enjoined  to  abandon  this  practice  and  go  out  quietly,  but  the  only 
other  injunction  of  any  importance  was  that  they  should  get  woollen 
shirts  as  soon  as  possible  and  leave  off  the  use  of  linen  nightgowns. 
It  is  noticeable  that  the  sermon  delivered  before  the  visitation 
by  master  John  Burges  was  in  English,  which  may  have  been 
due  to  the  presence  of  outsiders,  not  unusual  on  such  occasions, 
but  the  private  harangue  which  the  vicar-general  uttered  before 
his  departui'e  was  in  the  same  language,  which  suggests  ignorance 
of  Latin  on  the  part  of  the  brethren. 

Yet,  though  signs  of  internal  decay  are  present  in  this  instance, 
there  is  no  very  glaring  fault  which  called  for  the  doom  of  the  tree 
that  cumbered  the  ground.  The  faults  which  appear  in  one  monastery 
after  another  are  much  the  sam.e  :  they  point  to  general  remissness, 
to  the  survival  of  familiar  breaches  of  the  rule  which  Alnwick's 
visitations  had  revealed  the  best  part  of  a  century  before,  to  a 
secularisation  of  the  religious  life  which  the  machinery  provided 
by  ecclesiastical  law  was  powerless  to  correct  permanently,  and 
to  financial  circumstances  which  made  an  inactive  life  none  too 
comfortable  and  increased  the  tendency  to  quarrelling  and  scandal. 
It  must  be  owned,  however,  that  the  visitations  seem  often  to 
have  been  formally  and  slackly  conducted  and  that  the  vicars - 
general  and  commissaries  were  content  with  very  cursory  inquiries. 
At  the  same  time,  where  there  was  open  scandal,  trouble  was 
undoubtedly  taken  to  bring  offenders  to  book.  On  10  October, 
1530,  a  commissary  named  Thomas  Jackman  came  to  JMissenden 
abbey  in  Buckinghamshire.  In  addition  to  the  abbot,  John  Fox, 
there  were  eight  canons,  all  of  whom  but  one  held  ofiftces,  and 
five  novices.  Of  John  Slyther  or  Slythurst,  the  one  canon  without 
office,  the  less  said  the  better.  Nothing  could  be  done  with  him 
but  to  place  him  in  the  strict  custody  of  the  abbot  and  convent 
with  orders  that  he  should  not  leave  the  house  until  the  bishop 
saw  fit  to  grant  him  a  licence.  Otherwise,  there  was  nothing 
seriously  amiss  except  the  usual  signs  of  slackness,  decay  of  buildings, 
debts  amounting  to  sixty  pounds,  and  a  dispute  between  the  abbot 
and  the  sacrist.  The  canons,  however,  had  entirely  suffered  the 
business  affairs  of  the  monastery  to  get  out  of  their  hands.    They 
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knew  nothing  of  their  poverty,  they  did  nothing  to  survey  it,  they 
had  no  rent-roll  or  estate-book,  they  never  attended  the  steward's 
or  the  other  local  courts.  All  business  was  in  the  hands  of  a  lay 
bailiff,  John  Compton,  who,  said  Richard  Gynger,  the  aggrieved 
sacrist,  ruled  the  canons  and  was  useless  to  the  monastery,  felling 
trees  upon  the  lands  of  the  house  without  hindrance.  The  injunctions 
left  by  the  commissary  did  not  touch  this  matter,  save  in  so  far 
as  repair  of  buildings  was  concerned  :  the  others  dealt  with  matters 
of  discipline  of  no  great  importance,  and  with  the  punishment  of 
Slyther  and  means  for  providing  against  any  spread  of  the  taint 
by  which  he  was  infected.  There  was,  however,  a  special  warning 
to  Roger  Palmer  to  avoid  unseemly  apparel. 

It  is  obvious  that,  after  the  conclusion  of  Jackman's  visitation, 
matters  came  to  light  which  had  been  concealed.  On  19  June, 
1531,  the  latest  date  but  one  recorded  in  this  series  of  visitations, 
Longland  came  in  person  to  Missenden,  armed  with  a  schedule  of 
charges  against  the  abbot  and  Roger  Palmer.  These  chiefly  con- 
cerned the  notoriety  of  their  dealings  with  one  Margaret  Bishop, 
with  whom  Palmer's  relations  had  been  fostered  by  the  abbot. 
To  the  three  articles  preferred  against  him  Palmer  confessed  without 
reserve.  Against  the  abbot  there  were  ten  articles,  two  of  which 
referred  to  unauthorised  sale  of  wood  and  leases.  His  answers 
amounted  to  partial  confessions,  or  rather,  so  far  as  most  of  the 
charges  went,  to  qualified  denials.  He  even  stated  that  he  had 
forbidden  Palmer  to  consort  with  the  woman.  The  other  canons, 
when  examined,  had  little  to  say  about  the  abbot  but  entered 
fully  into  Palmer's  misdeeds.  John  Ottewell,  the  canon  who  was 
vicar  of  Missenden,  said  that  John  Artoys,  the  steward,  and  two 
other  servants  had  full  evidence  of  place  and  date  against  Palmer. 
He  had  false  keys  for  every  lock  in  the  monastery,  he  went  about 
at  night-time  in  lay  dress  ;  and,  when  Artoys  saw  him,  he  was 
in  a  doublet  and  a  jerkin  with  a  sword  at  his  side.  The  bishop 
ordered  Palmer  to  be  imprisoned  and  not  to  go  free  without  a 
special  dispensation.  But  the  abbot  could  not  be  overlooked. 
If  he  denied  certain  matters,  it  was  clear  that  the  scandal  which 
he  had  raised  was  more  than  a  mere  rumour,  and  to  this  he  himself 
confessed.  Moreover,  he  admitted  that  his  sister  was  the  convent 
brewer  and  that  her  daughter,  his  niece,  bore  an  ill  reputation. 
In  such  circumstances,  there  was  a  strong  case  for  his  deprivation  ; 
but  he  was  merely  suspended  from  office  during  the  bishop's  pleasure. 
Nor,  to  judge  by  parallel  instances  and  by  the  fact  that  the  bishop 
seems  to  have  appointed  no  keeper  of  the  monastery  during  the 
period  of  suspension,  was  this  act  much  more  than  formal.  By 
prompt  submission  to  the  bishop  and  a  promise  of  future  obedience, 
the  abbot  of  Missenden,  Uke  the  abbot  of  Dorchester,  no  doubt 
obtained  the  removal  of  the  sentence  and  reinstatement ;  and 
the  injunctions  were  certainly  entrusted  to  him  for  execution. 
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The  abandonment  of  business  affairs  at  Missenden  to  a  bailiflf 
led  to  an  examination  into  the  lay  staff  of  the  monastery,  a  list 
of  whose  members  was  submitted,  headed  by  the  steward,  John 
Artes  or  Artoys,  and  John  Compton,  whose  office  is  not  precisely 
defined.  William  Antony,  the  butler,  apparently  had  four  servants 
under  him,  one  a  boy.  The  abbot  had  a  body  servant,  and  there 
was  another  serving -man,  A  cook,  an  under-cook,  a  gardener 
and  a  carpenter  complete  the  list  of  those  attached  to  the  house. 
Under  Robert  Wedon,  the  estate  surveyor  or  bailiff  of  field-work, 
there  were  four  carters,  one  of  whom  seems  to  have  been  keeper 
of  the  stable,  a  shepherd,  a  maltster,  and  a  man  who  helped  in 
the  stable  and  malthouse.  There  were  also  four  threshers  and 
two  persons  whose  names  and  occupations  are  undecipherable. 
In  addition,  there  were  three  singing-boys  in  the  choir  of  the  abbey 
church,  one  of  whom  was  Compton's  son.  The  establishment  was 
ample,  but  not  excessive,  and  no  remark  was  a^dded  to  the  list. 

One  interesting  point  in  this  visitation  is  the  abbot's  attitude 
to  the  canon  who  was  parochial  vicar.  The  vicarage  carried  its 
own  stipend,  and  the  abbot's  view  evidently  v.as  that  this  excluded 
its  holder  from  commons  and  from  any  share  in  conventual  business. 
He  would  not  admit  the  vicar  to  acts  of  chapter  or  to  the  sealing 
of  leases  of  tithes.  The  bishop,  however,  declined  to  take  this  view 
and  decreed  that  the  vicar  must  be  treated  as  a  full  member  of 
the  convent  with  a  voice  in  chapter.  So  little  is  recorded  of  the 
relations  between  religious  incumbents  and  their  houses  that  this 
is  a  welcome  piece  of  evidence.  From  the  visitation  of  another 
house  we  have  the  case  of  a  vicar  who  preferred  living  in  the  convent 
to  occupying  his  vicarage  house,  from  which  it  seems  that  the 
fact  that  he  was  a  canon  did  not  dispense  him  from  residing  on 
his  cure,  even  though  that  cure  might  be  close  to  the  monastery. 

The  abbey  of  Elstow,  at  this  time  the  largest  nunnery  in  the 
diocese,  was  visited  twice  by  Longland  in  person.  In  the  visitation 
held  on  25th  August,  1525,  the  burning  question  which  agitated 
the  convent  was  the  suit  brought  by  Cecily  Starkey,  the  keeper 
of  the  refectory,  against  the  abbess,  Elizabeth  Boyfield,  on  the 
ground  of  the  irregularity  of  the  abbess's  election.  Of  this,  however, 
little  was  said  ;  the  suit  seems  to  have  been  decided,  but  the  settle- 
ment of  the  payment  of  costs  and  of  the  assignment  of  an  annual 
pension  to  Cecily  was  still  pending,  and  the  abbess  undertook  to 
stand  to  the  decree  of  the  bishop  upon  the  point.  Only  half  of 
the  nuns  were  examined  on  this  occasion.  Seven  of  them  said 
that  all  was  well,  but  the  subprioress  complained  that  the  monastery 
was  everywhere  in  need  of  repair.  The  abbess  stated  that  her 
predecessor,  Agnes  Gascoigne,  had  received  a  silver  pyx  in  pawn 
from  the  late  prioress  of  Littlemore,  which  had  disappeared,  together 
with  the  evidences  for  it.  Similarly  nothing  was  to  be  seen  of  a 
little  mazer  bequeathed  by  Dame  Agnes  or  of  the  personal  raiment 
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which  she  had  left  for  division  among  the  nuns.  But  Anne  Wake, 
the  prioress,  said  that  the  pyx  and  the  mazer  were  in  her  custody, 
and  that  she  had  distributed  the  raiment.  This  indicates  a  lack 
of  mutual  confidence  between  the  two  principal  members  of  the 
house,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  far  the  dispute  between  the 
abbess  and  Cecily  Starkey  had  produced  strife  among  the  nuns, 
who  were  silent  on  the  point.  Dame  Cecily  herself,  however, 
attacked  the  abbess  and  her  friends,  especially  the  steward.  He, 
she  said,  was  an  unprofitable  servant,  exercising  his  office  with 
partiality  and  faiUng  to  provide  oxen  and  sheep  for  the  use  of 
the  convent  at  convenient  seasons  :  when  the  late  abbess  died, 
there  were  none  on  his  pastures  at  Wilshampstead.  He  and  others, 
including  Katharine  Wingate,  the  abbess's  chaplain,  who  had 
not  been  to  matins  for  six  years — her  contribution  to  the  evidence 
was  '  Omnia  bene  ' — were  wont  to  sup  in  the  abbess's  buttery.  The 
abbess's  waiting-woman,  Grysell,  was  betrothed  to  the  brother 
of  the  prior  of  Caldwell,  and  ought  to  be  dismissed  on  account 
of  the  expense  to  the  convent  involved  in  the  marriage.  That  the 
abbess  gave  herself  airs  is  implied  by  the  complaint  that  in  pro- 
cessions her  household,  instead  of  walking  in  front  of  the  abbess 
and  convent,  preceded  the  prioress  and  convent,  the  abbess  herself 
apparently  walking  in  soUtary  state.  She  had  been  godmother 
to  the  children  of  the  steward,  of  William  Smyth  of  Kempston 
and  others  ;  and  William  Smyth  had  been  heard  to  speak  insultingly 
of  Cecily  Starkey  and  other  nuns,  saying,  '  Neither  good  man  nor 
good  woman  take  Dame  Cecill  Starkey  her  part  '. 

This  visitation  was  adjourned  until  17  December  following, 
when  the  nuns  were  again  examined  by  a  commissary,  Robert 
Gostwick.  Unfortunately  this  portion  of  the  MS.  is  in  very  bad 
condition,  and  only  a  fragment  of  it  is  legible.  The  abbess  at  any 
rate  was  a  woman  of  peace  :  she  said  that  all  was  well  and  that 
all  her  sisters  were  devout  and  reUgious.  The  prioress  was  also 
quite  content  with  an  illegible  exception  to  which  the  precentress 
and  Anne  Preston,  the  keeper  of  the  parlour,  subscribed.  Cecily 
Starkey  was  now  sacrist,  an  office  previously  combined  with  that 
of  precentress  by  Alice  Boy  field.  She  still  grumbled  :  there  was 
too  much  expense  in  hospitahty,  but  what  else  she  and  her  sisters 
had  to  say  is  lost  in  the  obscurity  of  the  faded  page. 

Injunctions  were  issued,  whether  at  this  period  or  in  1530, 
when  Dr.  Rayne  certainly  should  have  visited  Elstow  with  other 
Bedfordshire  houses,  but  has  left  no  record  behind.  Of  these  we 
know  that  one  forbade  the  division  of  the  nuns  into  separate  house- 
holds which  messed  together  in  private  rooms — an  abuse  of  long 
standing  in  nunneries — while  another  prescribed  the  making  of 
gates  for  the  choir  of  the  abbey  church.  These,  however,  were 
entirely  disregarded,  and  on  27  June,  1531,  Longland  came  to  the 
monastery    and    suspended    the    abbess    during    his    pleasure    for 
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contumacy,  negligence,  disobedience  and  contempt.  Cecily  Starkey 
was  similarly  suspended  from  her  office,  and  Anne  Wake  was 
permanently  deprived  of  the  office  of  prioress  and  Ellen  Snawe 
appointed  and  admitted  in  her  place. 

As  usual,  the  sentence  of  suspension  passed  upon  the  abbess 
was  speedily  removed  and  she  was  restored  to  full  exercise  of  her 
office.  This  was  on  a  Monday,  and  after  matins  on  Wednesday, 
St.  Peter's  day,  there  was  a  demonstration  in  the  chapter-house 
against  the  new  prioress.  Maud  Shelton,  the  subprioress,  Cecily 
Starkey  and  six  other  nuns  walked  out  of  the  room,  while  the 
abbess,  the  prioress  and  five  others  remained  behind.  Anne  Wake 
and  a  few  others  were  not  present.  Two  days  later  the  vicar- 
general  came  on  the  scene  and  held  an  inquuy,  interrogating  the 
nuns  one  by  one.  They  generally  agreed  that  they  had  gone  out 
of  the  chapter-house,  although  the  abbess  bade  them  stay,  in  sign 
of  their  indignation  at  the  removal  of  the  old  prioress  and  in  at 
least  one  instance  not  out  of  any  personal  grudge  against  Ellen 
Snawe.  They  said  that  there  was  no  collusion  in  the  affair-  :  each 
went  out  of  her  own  will,  and  Cecily  Starkey  expressly  disclaimed 
that  she  had  been  their  ringleader.  She  had  no  idea  how  many 
had  gone  out  with  her  until  she  found  them  gathered  together 
in  the  dorter.  There  also  the  subprioress,  who  said  that  she  had 
left  the  chapter-house  on  another  errand,  found  them.  But  Cecily 
Starkey  averred  that  she  could  not  find  it  in  her  heart  or  will  to 
accept  and  take  my  lady  Snawe  as  prioress.  The  rest  were  equally 
emphatic.  In  two  instances,  the  act  of  rebellion  was  coupled  with 
another  charge  of  insubordinate  conduct.  The  abbess  had  forbidden 
nuns  to  write  letters  to  their  friends  without  first  showing  them  to 
her.  Barbara  Grey,  an  impertinent  young  woman  if  I  read  her 
aright,  asked  licence  to  write.  '  If  ye  show  me  what  ye  write,' 
said  the  abbess,  '  I  am  content  '.  To  whom  Barbara  replied,  '  I 
have  done  my  devoir  to  ask  licence,  and,  if  ye  will  needs  see  it, 
I  will  write  no  letters  '.  Alice  Bowles  engaged  in  similar  dialogue, 
adding  that  the  command  was  an  innovation  :  '  it  hath  not  been 
so  in  times  past.'  As  regards  the  scene  in  the  chapter-house,  Alice 
Bowles  took  a  conciliatory  point  of  view  :  she  was  one  of  those 
who  went  out,  but  she  must  now  obey  the  prioress  out  of  respect 
for  the  bishop.  She  was  of  opinion  that  my  lady  Snawe  was  not 
meet  for  that  office,  but  gave  no  reasons.  Barbara  Grey,  however, 
in  spite  of  the  bishop,  could  not  obey  the  new  prioress  :  she  would 
rather  go  out  of  the  house  without  licence  than  obey  her.  Asked 
why,  she  said  that  she  would  '  show  no  cause  at  this  tune  wherefore 
she  cannot  love  her,  saying  that  the  prioress  makes  every  fault 
a  deadly  sin  and  treats  everyone  of  them  ill  except  herself  and 
if  she  do  take  an  opinion  she  will  keep  it,  whether  it  be  right  or 
wrong.'  Margery  Preston,  although  one  of  the  rebels,  thought 
better  of  it.     She  was  well  content  to  obey  my  lady  Snawe,  and 
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begged  the  bishop  to  be  good  lord  to  the  old  prioress  because  of 
her  great  age.  Ahce  Foster  and  Anne  Preston  both  said  that  the 
subprioress  led  the  way  out  of  the  cliapter-house,  and  the  others 
followed.  Anne  Preston  refused  to  acknowledge  the  new  prioress 
so  long  as  the  old  one  lived.  Elizabeth  Synkler  spoke  to  the  same 
effect.  The  prioress  had  been  arbitrarily  appointed  by  the  bishop. 
As  Anne  Erdes  said,  the  bishop  did  not  actually  command  them 
to  receive  her,  but  said,  '  If  ye  will  not  take  her  as  prioress,  I  will 
make  her  prioress  myself.'  It  was  an  unconstitutional  act,  for 
the  election  of  a  prioress  was  the  business  of  the  abbess  and  convent, 
not  of  the  bishop.  Anne  Erdes  was  now  prepared  to  acknowledge 
the  prioress,  but  '  as  other  will  do  and  not  otherways.'  The  gentle 
Katherine  Cornwalles  had  been  ready  to  leave  the  chapter  house, 
but  she  heard  the  abbess  order  them  to  tarry  and  obeyed  her.  She 
did  not  think  that  the  other  sisters  '  but  only  she '  heard  the  command. 
She  was  also  sorry  that  the  old  prioress  was  put  out  of  her  office, 
so  that  she  had  a  kind  word  for  everybody. 

To  all  this  the  abbess  said  that  at  matins  on  St.  Peter's  day 
she  told  Alice  Bowles  and  others  to  stand  up,  and  went  out  of  her 
stall  to  bid  them  so  to  do,  to  which  Bowles  said,  '  Ye  have  made 
her  prioress  that  made  you  abbess  '  and  so  had  broken  the  rule 
of  silence.  In  the  end,  Bowles  and  Grey  were  specially  ordered 
to  take  the  lowest  places  in  the  choir  and  elsewhere,  to  have  their 
meals,  not  in  the  misericord  but  in  the  refectory,  and  to  write  no 
letters.  The  bishop  was  unmoved  by  the  opposition  to  Ellen  Snawe, 
and  on  20  July  he  came  to  Elstow  and  ordered  all  present  to  accept 
and  obej'^  her  under  pain  of  excommunication.  So  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that   all   went   well. 

Although  the  division  of  the  convent  at  Elstow  into  house- 
holds provoked  the  bishop's  displeasure,  yet  it  was  a  recognised 
custom  in  nunneries.  At  Stix would  priory  in  1519  the  nuns  petitioned 
Atwater  to  rearrange  the  distribution.  Actually  the  prioress  had 
fourteen  nuns  with  her,  the  subprioress  one,  and  Elizabeth  Moigne 
was  by  herself.  Moreover,  the  prioress  never  spent  the  night  within 
the  precincts,  but  with  lay- women  outside  the  monastery.  Where 
she  entertained  her  large  group  of  nuns  in  the  daytime  was  not 
stated.  The  bishop,  while  ordering  the  household  of  the  sub- 
prioress to  be  restored  to  its  old  proportions,  required  the  prioress 
to  provide  herself  with  some  suitable  building  in  cloister  where 
she  might  sleep  and  take  her  meals  and  other  refreshment  for  the 
most  part,  reserving  her  present  house  for  special  occasions  of 
recreation  and  for  guests.  These  passages  suggest  that  the  buildings 
of  the  priory  had  departed  in  process  of  time  from  the  normal 
conventual  plan,  and  the  absence  of  the  mention  of  any  refectory 
is  remarkable,  especially  as  we  know  that  at  Nuncoton  and 
Stixwould  some  eighty  years  earher  the  refectory  had  been  divided 
into  two  storeys  after  a  common  Cistercian  custom,  the  lower  one 


Ixxxvi  INTRODUCTION 

being  reserved  for  use  on  days  when  meat  was  eaten.'  But  the 
valuable  description  of  the  buildings  of  twelve  small  Yorkshire 
nunneries  shortly  before  the  dissolution  which  was  printed  several 
years  ago  by  the  late  Wilham  Brown  shows  that  by  this  date 
there  had  taken  place  changes  in  the  use  and  disposition  of 
buildings  which  make  any  attempt  at  their  reconstruction  a 
matter  of  some  difficulty.- 

In  this  context  we  may  notice  that  at  Atwater's  visitation 
of  the  prior}'  of  Ankerwyke  on  the  Thames  in  1519  a  partial  inventory 
of  goods  was  presented  to  him.  This  nunnery  was  nearly  moribund  : 
there  were  only  four  nuns  with  the  prioress,  and  of  these  only  one 
had  been  properly  professed.  AUce  Hubbart,  who  had  been  a  nun 
for  four  years,  had  gone  into  apostasy  and  was  living  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood as  the  wife  of  one  Sutton,  a  kinsman  of  the  steward  of 
Syon.  The  net  income  of  the  house  was  barely  £30.  The  church 
still  retained  fairly  adequate  furniture,  though  at  least  thirteen 
sets  of  silken  altar  vestments  are  somewhat  out  of  proportion  to 
a  single  silken  cope  with  gold-thread  facing.  There  was  a  silver- 
gilt  chalice,  a  pair  of  censers,  a  silver  pyx,  two  printed  missals, 
a  great  pair  of  candlesticks  standing  before  and  a  small  pair  upon 
the  high  altar,  two  silver  cruets,  a  silver  paxbread  and  a  Uttle 
silver  beU.  The  conventual  furniture,  however,  was  very  scanty, 
ten  pair  of  linen  sheets,  four  coverlets,  three  pair  of  blankets,  and 
two  white  testers.  There  is  no  mention  of  refectorv  furniture, 
and  nothing  else  is  mentioned  but  the  scanty  stock  belonging  to 
the  monastery. 

The  name  of  the  prioress  at  Stixwould  in  1519  is  not  given, 
and,  if  she  and  Helen  Key,  prioress  in  1525,  were  the  same  person, 
then  her  habits  must  have  altered.  Far  from  having  a  household 
of  fourteen  nuns,  none  of  the  nuns  came  near  her  table.  Her  only 
contact  with  the  nuns  was  occasionally  in  church  and  chapter. 
She  always  took  her  meals  in  her  own  lodging  with  the  steward 
and  strangers,  and  scandal  was  rife  in  the  neighbourhood  over 
her  relations  with  the  steward.  Nunneries  indeed  were  seldom 
fi'ee  from  the  taint  of  scandal  :  the  small  priory  of  Greenfield, 
near  Louth,  is  a  case  in  which  the  reputations  of  the  prioress  and 
two  of  the  seven  nuns  were  damaged,  and  another  nun  was  a  fomenter 
of  discord.  Some  nunneries,  it  is  true,  reached  a  higher  standard 
than  this.  Godstow  abbey,  in  spite  of  its  neighbourhood  to  Oxford, 
which  had  been  a  cause  of  trouble  in  the  past,  seems  to  have  been 
free  from  blame  at  this  date,  and  in  1517  its  inmates  were  eminently 
respectable  ladies,  including  the  sister  of  a  bishop  of  London  and 
the  kinswoman  of  a  bishop  of  Durham.  This,  however,  need  not 
guarantee  an  exceptionally  high  standard  of  piety  and,  after  much 
meditation    over    the    dilficult    problems    presented    by    monastic 

i  See  Visitations,  III,  249,  357. 

»  York^.  ArchoBol.  Journ.,  IX,   197-215,  321-333. 
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documents,  I  am  bomid  to  say  that  the  description  of  nunneries 
as  houses  of  religion,  even  in  the  purely  technical  sense,  was  and 
had  long  been  inaccurate.  The  regular  discipline  which  reUgion 
in  that  sense  implies,  the  strict  observance  of  the  rule,  had  vanished, 
enclosure  was  disregarded,  worldly  desires  were  freely  gratified 
and  the  life  of  nuns  was  hardly  to  be  distinguished  from  that  of 
the  world  around  them,  which  was  as  ready  to  welcome  their  society 
as  it  was  to  take  notice  of  the  difference  between  their  profession 
and   their  practice. 

On  the  other  hand,  nunneries  were  exposed  to  risks  from  which 
houses  of  monks  and  canons  were  either  exempt  or  which,  so  far 
as  they  affected  them,  they  might  have  been  expected  to  withstand. 
Let  us  take  the  example  of  a  monastery  of  canons,  Bourne  abbey 
in  south  Lincolnshire,  of  which  there  are  reports  in  both  series 
of  visitations.     In  the  days  of  Bishop  Alnwick  it  had  been  a  well- 
behaved  establishment.^     One   canon  had  gone  into  apostasy,   it 
is  true,  but  the  discredit  of  such  an  act  belongs  as  a  rule  to  the 
individual,  not  to  the  institution  to  which  he  belongs  ;    and  this 
man's  apostasy  was  of  a  mild  kind,  as  he  had  deserted  a  monastery 
where  he  could  get  no  more  than  a  small  allowance  for  clothes 
for  the  post  of  a  chantry  priest  in  a  collegiate  church.     Otherwise 
the  abbey,   though  liable  to  drawbacks  common  to  all  religious 
houses,  appears  to  have  been  eminently  resj)ectable.    When  Atwater 
came  to  Bourne  on  27  June,  1519,  there  was  very  little  to  remark. 
The  abbot  did  not  present  a  balance-sheet  every  year,  there  were 
no  special  provisions  for  the  infirm  as  distinct  from  the  convalescent, 
the  junior  canons  showed  little  reverence  to  their  elders,  neglecting 
those  ceremonial  bows  in  church  for  which  directions  were  so  elaborate. 
The  refectory  was  abandoned  and  meals  were  held  in  the  abbot's 
lodging,  a  custom  now  so  general  that  all  that  the  bishop  could 
do  was  to  require  that  a  few  canons  should  now  and  then  use  the 
refectory.     But  the  abbot  was  doing  well  and  had  reformed  the 
old  custom  by  which  the  senior  canons   confined  themselves  to 
Sundays  for  officiating  in  church  and  left  the  week-day  services 
to  their  juniors.     Now  there  was  a  regular  rota  without  regard 
to  age,  ^^dth  which  the  bishop  was  well  content  and,  finding  the 
canons  living  at  rest  and  in  charity,  he  left  them  wdth  his  blessing. 
But  at  the  vicar-general's  visitation  in  May,   1525,  rest  and 
charity  had  departed  from  the  body  of  eleven  canons.     Not  only 
had  the  abbot  never  rendered  an  account  since  his  accession,  but 
he  was  slack  in  defending  the  rights  of  the  monastery,  and  rents 
had  suffered  accordingly.     The  number  of  canons  was  below  the 
mark.     On  certain  nights,  usually  once  a  \\eek,  the  canons,  after 
making  their  formal  departure  upstairs,  came  down  again  to  drink, 
and  they  rose  late  for  matins.     The  prior  usually  sat  drinking  so 
late  after  compHne  that  he  often  did  not  come  to  matins  at  all, 

1  Visitations.  II,  36-38. 
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Lay-folk  were  freely  allowed  in  the  buildings,  even  in  the  dormitory, 
where  tailors  and  cobblers  came  with  the  canons'  wearing  apparel. 
Henry  Halton,  John  Todd  the  parish  chaplain,  and  Thomas  Poun- 
frett,  the  precentor,  were  disobedient  to  their  superiors  :  Pounfrett 
and  Robert  Baston  spoke  insulting  words  to  the  abbot.  Todd  and 
Halton,  an  old  monk  who  complained  that  no  special  lodging  was 
assigned  to  him,  did  not  go  to  the  choir  services,  but  walked  about 
the  nave  of  the  church,  neither  singing  nor  reading.  Even  when 
they  were  in  their  seynies,  they  did  not  sleep  in  the  dormitory, 
but  lay  in  the  guest-house,  where  they  drank,  made  merry  and 
chattered  with  others  early  and  late.  All  these  points  were  covered 
by  brief  injunctions  given  by  the  visitor.  It  may  be  granted  that 
the  faults  enumerated  were  not  specially  heinous,  but  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  attempt  at  reform  made  six  years  before  had  broken 
down.  The  abbot  had  lost  his  influence,  quarrels  had  disturbed 
the  peace  of  the  house,  discipline  had  vanished,  and  at  its  best  the 
life  of  the  monastery  was  wholly  secularised  and  upon  the  surface 
was  hardly  distinguishable  from  the  life  of  the  secular  colleges 
which  we  shall  finally  proceed  to  discuss. 


VI 

We  have  now  examined  the  evidence  which  these  series  of 
visitations  furnish  with  regard  to  the  parochial  clergy  and  their 
people  and  we  have  studied  in  some  detail  their  contribution  to 
the  history  of  religious  houses,  so  far  as  these  lay  within  the  bishop's 
jurisdiction.  An  important  class  of  foundations  remains  to  be 
discussed.  These  were  not  very  numerous  :  they  bore  a  certain 
family  likeness,  as  we  shall  see,  to  the  communities  which  were 
definitely  religious,  but  their  members  were  seculars,  and  each 
community  lived  under  its  own  body  of  statutes.  In  spite  of  its 
extent,  the  diocese  of  Lincoln  contained,  apart  from  the  cathedral 
church,  no  great  church  of  secular  canons  of  ancient  foundation 
such  as  existed  in  the  diocese  of  York  at  Beverley,  Ripon  and 
Southwell,  all  churches  with  constitutions  and  customs  closely 
resembling  those  of  cathedral  chapters.  The  old  secular  minsters 
which  had  existed  before  the  Conquest  had  either  lost  their  early 
character  or  had  been  turned  into  monasteries.  Dorchester  had 
been  refounded  as  a  house  of  canons  regular,  the  clerks  of  Stow 
had  been  translated  to  the  Benedictine  abbey  of  Eynsham,  the 
seculars  of  St.  Paul's  at  Bedford  had  been  transformed  into  the 
regulars  of  Newnham  priory.  The  only  collegiate  church  in  the 
diocese  which  preserved  a  constitution  of  the  cathedral  type  on 
the  old  lines  was  St.  Mary's  in  the  Castle  at  Leicester,  and  this 
church,  as  we  have  already  seen,  was  a  peculiar  jurisdiction  belonging 
to  the  abbot  of  Leicester,  just  as  the  coUegiate  church  of  All  Saints 
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at  Derby,  locally  in  another  diocese,  was  a  peculiar  of  the  dean 
of  Lincoln  in  which  he  himself  was  dean  and  appointed  the 
canons. 

Another  type  of  college,  however,  had  come  into  existence, 
of  which  the  earHest  examples  may  be  found  in  the  west  and  south 
of  England,  and  which  was  in  fact  a  return  to  the  old  system  of 
communities  of  secular  clergy  forming  resident  corporations  bound 
to  the  services  of  a  single  church.  Such  of  course  had  been  the 
original  condition  of  the  cathedral  and  the  older  collegiate  churches  ; 
but  their  character  had  been  profoundly  modified  by  the  endowment 
of  individual  prebends  for  canons  and  by  the  growth  of  the  custom 
of  non-residence.  The  normal  canon  of  Lincoln  or  York  or  Beverley 
was  a  person  engaged  in  business  at  a  distance  from  these  churches, 
which  provided  him  with  a  portion  of  his  income  in  the  shape  of 
a  prebend  :  residentiary  canons  were  few  in  number,  and  the 
services  of  the  churches  were  largely  executed  by  vicars-choral. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  clergy  of  the  second  type  of  collegiate 
establishment  were  priests  bound  to  residence  and  strictly  speaking 
incapable  of  holding  other  benefices.  Their  prebends  consisted  of 
fixed  yearly  stipends  out  of  the  common  revenues  of  the  establish- 
ment. They  were  in  fact  corporations  of  chantry-priests,  with 
the  common  object  of  celebrating  masses  on  behalf  of  the  founder 
and  other  persons  named  by  him,  and  with  the  duty  of  offering 
certain  votive  masses  specified  in  their  statutes. 

So  far  as  the  diocese  of  Lincoln  was  concerned,  the  earliest 
of  these  belong  to  the  first  half  of  the  fourteenth  century  and 
display  some  difference  of  character.  The  small  college  of  Noseley, 
founded  by  Roger  Mortival,  bishop  of  SaHsbury,  and  Kirkby-on- 
Wreak,  founded  by  the  king's  justice,  Roger  Beler,  both  in  Leicester- 
shire, were  established  in  manorial  chapels.^  In  the  second  of 
these,  the  thirteen  chantries  or  fellowships  were  all  freehold  benefices, 
whose  incumbents  were  regularly  presented  and  instituted.  The 
chantry  college  of  Cotterstock  in  Northamptonshire,  founded  by 
John  GiflFard,  canon  of  York,  for  a  provost  and  twelve  fellows, 
was,  on  the  other  hand,  in  a  parish  church  which  was  appropriated 
to  it  ;  while  the  appointment  to  fellowships  and  the  funds  of  the 
community  were  in  the  hands  of  the  provost,  whose  benefice  was 
the  only  freehold.^  Another  variation  is  presented  by  the  chantry 
of  six  chaplains  founded  by  Gilbert  ]\Iiddleton,  archdeacon  of 
Northampton,  in  the  parish  church  of  Wappenham.^  Here  the 
church  itself  had  its  own  rector  and,  while  at  Cotterstock  the 
parish  church  became  collegiate,  we  have  at  Wappenham  simply 

*  For  Noaeley  see  p.  xliii  above,  note  2.  For  Kirkby-on-Wreak  see  Trans. 
Leices.  Archceol.  Soc,  pp.   129-212. 

*  See  Cal.  Pat.  Rolls,  1334-1338,  p.  515:  numerovis  documents  relating  to  the 
college  are  printed  ibid.  1338-1341,  pp.  62,  etc.  See  also  Lincoln  Reg.,  IV,  ff.  227d- 
229d,  232  ;    VI,  ff.  53d-55,   60-64d.   73d-77d  ;    Mo72a6tico7i„  VI  (3).    1374. 

»See  Cal,  Pat.  Bolls,  1327-1330,  pp.  107,  108;    Lincoln  Reg.,  IV,  ff.  198-201. 
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a  collegiate  chantry  erected  within  a  parish  church,  but  not  absorbing 
its  government. 

As  time  went  on,  the  ordinary  method  became  that  which 
had  been  used  at  Cotterstock.  A  parish  church  was  appropriated 
to  the  uses  of  a  college  of  priests,  its  cure  of  souls  being  vested 
in  the  head  of  the  college  and  deputed  by  him  to  one  of  the  fellows 
as  parochial  curate.  The  fellows  were  appointed  and  were  subject 
to  removal  at  his  will  :  in  fact,  his  position  nearly  resembled  that 
of  the  head  of  a  priory  of  canons  regular.  But  there  are  exceptions 
to  be  taken  into  account.  In  1355  Henry,  duke  of  Lancaster, 
founded  the  Newarke  college  at  Leicester  for  a  dean  and  twelve 
canons,  attaching  to  it  and  augmenting  his  father's  foundation 
of  the  hospital  of  the  Annunciation  of  our  Lady.^  At  first  sight, 
this  handsomely  endowed  coUege  seems  very  like  the  older  type 
whose  constitution  was  modelled  on  that  of  a  cathedral  church. 
Its  immediate  model  may  be  found  in  the  colleges  founded  by 
Edward  III  at  Westminster  and  Windsor  :  as  in  them,  each  of  its 
canonries  consisted  of  an  equal  share  in  the  common  revenue  and 
was  a  freehold  benefice.  Its  statutes,  however,  were  devised  for 
a  resident  body  ;  and,  although  the  canons  were  not  precluded 
from  holding  rectories  of  parish  churches,  usually  at  no  great  distance 
from  Leicester,  they  were  generally  local  men  who  habitually  occupied 
their  houses  within  the  precincts  of  the  college,  and  it  was  seldom 
that  a  man  whose  interests  lay  outside  Leicester  and  its  immediate 
neighbourhood  was  promoted  to  a  canonry.  The  college  at  Irthhng- 
borough  in  Northamptonshire,  of  the  foundation  of  which  something 
has  already  been  said,  was  on  somewhat  similar  lines,  though  on  a 
smaller  scale,  and  its  members  bore  the  official  titles  of  dean  and 
canons."  But  Fotheringhay,  the  college  in  which  the  house  of 
York  rivalled  the  Lancastrian  foundation  at  Leicester,  was  organised 
upon  the  normal  lines  already  indicated,  with  its  government  vested 
in  a  warden  or  master  who  had  full  control  over  the  fellows^  ; 
and  this  was  also  the  case  at  Chichele's  college  of  Higham  Ferrers, 
though  in  this  second  instance,  as  already  explained,  the  college 
stood  in  a  peculiar  relationship  to  the  parish  church.'* 

The  constitution  of  these  various  bodies  is  a  somewhat  intricate 
study,  and  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  only  churches  which 
can  be  called  collegiate  are  those  in  which  the  college  itself  was 
the  governing  body.  Thus  All  Saints  at  Northampton  has  been 
called  a  collegiate  church  because  its  chantry  chaplains  formed 
a  corporation.^  Because  William  Sponne,  archdeacon  of  Norfolk, 
founded  a  chantry  of  two  chaplains  in  Towcester  church  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  '  the  college  of  Towcester  ',  that  church  has 
been  reckoned  collegiate.^  But  these  are  instances  merely  of  the 
incorporation  of  chantries  within  parish  churches  whose  constitution 

1  See  reference  p.  xi  above,  note  3.  -  See  p.  xiii  above,  note  i. 

^  See  p.  xiv  above,  note   1.  *  See  pp.  xi,  xii  above. 

»A8  in   V.C.H.  Nortkants.,  II,   180.  "  Jbid.,  II,   181. 
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was  unafiFected  the^eb5^  Of  the  two  colleges  founded  in  the  diocese 
in  the  fifth  deca.de  of  the  fifteenth  century  with  schools  attached 
to  them,  Eton  was  extra-parochial,  while  Tattershall  was  founded 
in  an  existing  parish  church.  Of  one  special  class  of  college,  the 
college  founded  in  a  university,  it  may  be  remarked  here  that, 
just  as  education  plays  its  part  in  the  purposes  of  a  college  of 
chantry-priests,  so  the  chantry  element  was  a  conspicuous  and 
essential  feature  in  the  constitution  of  the  medieval  colleges  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge. 

The  Newarke  coUege  at  Leicester  was  visited  both  by  Atwater 
and  by  Longland,  and  Longland's  visitation  was  a  prolonged  afiFair 
of  which  the  records  are  abundant.  The  present  writer  has  else- 
where attempted  to  tell  the  story  of  the  intricate  quarrel  which 
disturbed  the  peace  of  the  house,  and  only  its  main  features  need 
be  mentioned  here.  Lord  George  Grey,  who  became  dean  in  1517, 
was  a  brother  of  the  marquess  of  Dorset  and  a  grandson  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  Wydvile.  The  statutes  of  the  college  required  that  the 
dean  at  the  time  of  his  election  should  be  one  of  the  canons.  Grey, 
however,  was  nominated  by  the  Crown,  which  held  the  patronage 
of  the  deanery  and  canonries  in  right  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster, 
without  having  been  admitted  to  the  qualifying  canonry.  He 
appears  to  have  presumed  upon  his  rank  and  powerful  family 
connexions  to  domineer  over  the  canons  and  place  interpretations 
of  his  own  upon  the  statutes.  The  canons,  however,  were  more 
than  mere  chantry -priests,  and  among  them  were  some  persons 
of  standing,  belonging  to  the  rich  middle  class,  notably  Thomas 
Wigston,  the  brother  of  the  leading  merchant  in  Leicester.  The 
dean  made  the  arbitrary  claim  to  appoint  any  one  of  the  canons 
his  deputy  in  his  absence  without  an  honorarium,  and  Wigston 
refused  to  act  for  him.  This  matter  and  other  infringements  of 
the  statutes  occupied  Atwater's  attention  when  he  visited  the 
college  in  July,  1518.  The  points  involved  were  numerous  and 
he  adjourned  the  conclusion  of  the  visitation  to  a  later  date.  What 
happened  then  is  not  recorded  but,  when  Longland  came  in  1525, 
a  new  subject  of  dispute  had  arisen,  and  the  bishop's  visitation 
was  the  sequel  to  a  suit  which  the  privy  council  had  been  unable  to 
decide.  Mary,  Lady  Hungerford,  Botreaux  and  Moleyns,  the  heiress 
of  a  family  devoted  to  the  house  of  Lancaster,  was  living  in  the 
precincts  with  her  second  husband.  Sir  Francis  Sacheverell.  Her 
first  husband  had  been  Sir  Edward  Hastings,  the  son  of  Edward  IV's 
friend  and  chamberlain,  and  her  son  George  Hastings  succeeded 
to  her  baronies  and  became  earl  of  Huntingdon.  She  was  connected 
by  marriage  with  Lord  George  Grey,  whose  mother  had  been  her 
first  husband's  step-sister.  But  there  were  old  grudges  between 
the  houses  of  Grey  and  Hastings,  and  Lord  George  found  the  presence 
of  Lady  Hungerford  in  the  college  irksome.  She  had  a  genume 
affection  for  the  college  and  its  Lancastrian  traditions,  she  made 
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friends  with  the  canons  and  was  popular  with  them  as  a  friend 
and  benefactress,  and  it  Avas  her  intention  to  die  and  be  buried 
there.  At  first  her  relations  with  the  dean  had  been  friendly,  but 
bickermg  had  soon  begun.  The  quarrel  had  been  taken  up  by  their 
servants  :  there  had  been  hustling  and  '  hubbing  '  by  the  holy- 
water  stoup  in  the  church,  the  dean  had  accused  Lady  Hungerford's 
serving-men  of  coming  into  choir  to  '  face  and  brace  ',  some  of 
them  had  made  as  though  they  Avould  pick  the  lock  of  the  stocks 
in  which  the  dean  had  set  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  college.  Chauncy, 
a  servant  of  the  dean,  had  been  hit  on  the  head  by  one  of  Sacheverell's 
men  and  showed  '  a  plump  on  his  head  as  much  as  a  walnut  '. 
Another,  Snydall,  threatened  with  a  sword  by  one  of  the  opposite 
party,  had  run  away  for  fear  of  his  life.  All  these  alarums  and 
excursions  were  accompanied  by  clumsy  taunts  and  insults.  '  Thou 
mayest  take  a  knave  with  thee,'  said  one  Sherard  to  Snydall  when 
he  ran  :  '  I  leave  him  with  thee,'  answered  the  fugitive,  a  Parthian 
shot  whose  wit  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  rest.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  shocked  innocence  of  the  Hungerford-Sacheverell  servants, 
attacked  in  the  harmless  execution  of  their  duty  or  when  they 
were  engaged  in  pious  meditation  in  church  with  their  eyes  fixed 
on  their  prayer-books  and  quite  inadvertently,  in  a  mood  of  abstrac- 
tion, stood  in  the  way  of  persons  less  devout  than  themselves. 

The  whole  business,  in  which  all  but  one  or  two  of  the  canons 
were  arrayed  against  the  dean,  led  to  a  long  enquiry,  recorded  in  a 
paper  book  of  92  leaves.  Its  result  was  a  lengthy  series  of  injunctions, 
an  unfinished  draft  of  which  is  bound  into  one  of  the  volumes  of 
Longland's  register,  in  which  various  passages  in  the  statutes  were 
commented  upon  and  received  further  definition  and  the  relations 
between  the  dean  and  canons  were  regulated  with  some  clearness. 
What  the  effect  of  these  injunctions  was,  if  they  were  ever  delivered, 
is  uncertain.  When  Dr.  Rayne  visited  the  college  in  September, 
1528,  there  was  no  mention  of  the  quarrel  which  had  divided  it 
three  years  previously.  One  of  the  canons,  Robert  Boone,  was 
perpetually  absent,  and  his  house  and  those  of  three  others  were 
dilapidated.  Some  of  the  vicars  choral  walked  about  the  nave 
instead  of  attending  the  choir  services  :  they  walked  in  and  out 
of  church  as  they  liked  and  were  generally  irreverent.  On  the  whole, 
there  was  much  slackness  in  the  matters  of  residence  and  hospitality, 
but  the  atmosphere  of  dissension  had  apparently  vanished  and 
nothing  was  said  against  the  dean.  He  resigned  the  deanery  two 
years  later  and  was  succeeded  by  the  absentee  Robert  Boone, 
who  remained  dean  until  the  dissolution  of  the  college  in  1548. 
Lady  Hungerford  and  her  husband  survived  Grey's  resignation 
and  seem  to  have  continued  to  reside  in  the  precincts  :  we  may  at 
any  rate  hope  that  peace  and  charity  were  restored  after  their 
grievances  had  been  ventilated  in  public,  and  Lord  George  Grey 
was  able  to  say  once  more  in  Lady  Hungerford's  house  the  words 
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which  Richard  Brokesby  had  heard  him  utter :  '  This  love  shall 
never  be  broken  between  us  except  the  devil  break  it.'  The  devil 
indeed  had  come  down  into  the  college,  having  great  wrath,  but 
to  all  appearance  he  had  but  a  short  time. 

The  canons  of  the  Newarke  college  belonged  to  the  class  from 
which  the  members  of  cathedral  chapters  came.  Lord  George 
Grey  was  eminently  sublimis,  Thomas  Wigston  and  his  kinsman 
William  Gillott  were  litierati  and  men  of  substance  as  well,  Gilbert 
Bekensaw  and  Seth  AtterclifFe  were  clerks  from  Lancashire  with 
benefices  in  those  parts,  while  R.ichard  Brokesby  belonged  to  a 
Leicestershire  family  and  enjoyed  consideration  in  the  outer  world 
as  dean  of  the  royal  chapel  in  Hastings  castle  and  signed  his  letters 
'  The  Deane  of  Hastings  '.^  The  composition  of  the  college  in  the 
sixteenth  century  was  identical  with  that  of  the  cathedrals  of  the 
new  foundation  which  were  estal^lished  by  Henry  VIII  before  its 
dissolution.  In  its  numbers  and  in  its  constitution  it,  like  St. 
George's  at  Windsor,  might  well  have  served  as  a  model  for  the 
new  foundations  of  a  dean  and  twelve  prebendaries  at  Canterbury, 
Durham,  W^estminster  and  Winchester.  Fotheringhay,  with  its 
master  and  twelve  fellows,  had  never  been  more  than  a  large  and 
well-endowed  chantry  college,  nor,  from  the  date  of  its  foundation 
by  Edward,  duke  of  York,  the  great-uncle  of  Edward  IV,  had  its 
masters  been  men  of  distinction.  Its  patronage,  like  that  of  the 
college  at  Leicester,  had  passed  to  the  Crown  :  by  statute,  its 
master  was  elected  by  the  fellows  from  their  own  number,  and 
was  presented  by  them,  not  as  at  Leicester  by  the  patron,  to  the 
bishop  for  institution.  The  report  of  Atwater's  visitation  on  22  June, 
1518,  does  not  give  a  list  of  the  members  and  mentions  only  two 
of  the  fellows.  Richard  Plummer  was  notorious  in  the  village  and 
district  as  a  seditious  person  who  sowed  discord  in  the  college. 
He  slept  outside  the  college,  and  had  suspicious  intercourse  with 
a  married  woman  in  Fotheringhay.  This  indeed  had  nearly  caused 
his  death,  for  a  serving-man  of  the  Queen  of  France — Mary,  the 
sister  of  Henry  VIII — had  made  for  him  with  a  drawn  sword  and 
might  well  have  killed  him.  The  eventual  sufferer  by  this  quarrel 
was  the  lady,  who  was  soundly  beaten  by  her  husband,  and  several 
other  inconveniences  followed.  It  is  not  surprising  that  Plummer 
did  not  say  his  offices  devoutly,  was  indisposed  to  celebrate  and 
generally  neglected   his  priestly   duties. 

Nicholas  Adamson  was  also  sometimes  out  of  college  for  the 
night,  but  nothing  more  was  alleged  against  him.  It  was  asserted 
that  the  master  hearkened  too  readily  to  the  lay  servants  of  the 
college  and  left  too  much  of  the  estate  work  to  them.  Eighty 
years  before,  Bishop  Alnwick  had  found  the  coUege  at  the  mercy 
of  a  fraudulent  and  domineering  steward,-  and  such  a  danger  was 
never  absent  from  a  foundation  \\  hose  property  was  widely  spread 

^  Wyggeston  Hospital  Records,  p.  92.  *  Visitations,  II,  92-107. 
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and  whose  members  were  seldom  good  men  of  business.  The  master 
also  was  in  the  habit  of  augmenting  the  stipends  of  the  precentor 
and  others  by  donations  out  of  the  common  fund  which,  it  was 
said,  would  have  been  better  employed  in  increasing  the  sums  spent 
in  buying  cloth  of  the  livery  of  the  college.  By  statutes  made  a 
century  earlier,  the  price  of  such  cloth  was  limited  to  2s.  2d.  an  ell, 
which  was  now  far  too  little  for  serviceable  and  decent  material. 
In  view  of  the  general  decline  of  teaching  in  religious  houses,  it 
is  interesting  that  the  stipend  of  the  master  of  the  choristers  at 
Fotheringhay  was  considered  excessive. 

One  or  two  other  readjustments  of  stipends  were  suggested 
at  this  visitation,  and  it  was  asked  that  the  statute-book  should 
be  inspected  for  directions  with  regard  to  the  master's  horses  and 
servants.  The  same  request  was  made  to  Dr.  Rayne,  who  visited 
the  college  on  27  August,  1530.  This  time  a  list  of  the  foundation 
members  is  given.  John  Russell  was  master  :  there  were  twelve 
fellows,  eight  lay  clerks  and  thirteen  choristers.  Upon  the  first 
examination  it  appeared  that  the  master  exercised  his  office  well, 
although  Thomas  Byrde,  the  precentor,  hinted  that  he  rode  to 
London  and  elsewhere  too  often  on  business  that  was  of  no  pressing 
concern  to  the  house.  Byrde,  himself,  however,  was  not  impeccable. 
He  was  said  to  be  diligent  in  his  office,  but  to  know  little  about 
song  and  the  ordering  of  service.  He  was  away  from  time  to  time 
upon  important  business.  As  the  deputy  of  the  master  when  the 
latter  was  absent,  he  was  bound  to  do  nothing  without  the  consent 
of  two  or  three  of  the  senior  fellows.  While  he  was  acting  in  this 
capacity,  the  vicarage  of  Newent  in  Gloucestershire  had  fallen 
vacant.  This  benefice,  which  had  come  into  the  gift  of  the  master 
and  fellows  by  a  grant,  made  at  the  foundation  of  the  college 
by  Henry  IV,  of  the  possessions  of  the  alien  priory  of  Newent,^ 
Byrde  obtained  for  himself  by  asking  the  consent  of  the  younger 
fellows  to  his  presentation  and  so  securing  a  majority  before  he 
consulted  the  seniors.  How  he  intended  to  reconcile  his  duties 
in  choir  at  Fotheringhay  with  canonical  residence  at  Newent 
is  uncertain  ;  but  the  same  problem  beset  canons  regular  who 
were  vicars  of  appropriated  churches,  and  after  all,  by  stretching 
a  point,  a  curate  might  do  duty  for  a  vicar. 

The  fellows  complained  that  the  lay-clerks  gave  themselves 
airs  and  behaved  saucily,  even  refusing  to  speak  to  the  fellows. 
Some  of  them  chattered  and  were  lazy  in  choir,  and  it  was  uncertain 
whether  they  slept  in  or  outside  the  college.  But  the  clerks  were 
equally  critical  of  the  priests.  '  The  master,'  said  John  Wykey, 
'  is  very  hard  towards  the  clerks  and  so  been  the  fellows.  When 
there  is  any  complaint  made  to  the  master,  the  master  will  rather 
hear  one  of  the  ploughmen  than  the  complaint  of  one  of  the  clerks, 
and  the  master  is  not  indifferent.'     All  his  measures  for  reform 

1  Cal.  Pat.  Rolls.  1408-1413,  p.  358  ;   Monasticon,  VIII,   1412. 
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concerned  the  clerks,  and  he  left  the  fellows  alone.  If  a  clerk  bowed 
to  one  of  the  fellows,  he  got  no  greeting  in  return.  The  fellows 
talked  and  laughed  in  choir  and  at  meals.  Some  of  them  read  books 
in  church.  Matins,  which  used  to  be  at  five  o'clock,  were  now  said 
at  six,  so  that  the  services  were  not  over  before  mid-day.  Two 
of  the  fellows  used  to  go  out  to  fish  at  dinner-time.  The  clerks  did 
not  know  where  they  ought  to  spend  the  night.  Breakfasts  were 
supplied  irregularly  :  '  they  have  no  breakfasts  but  of  the  cook's 
gentleness,  and  when  they  have  any  breakfasts,  one  fellow  hath 
as  much  as  two  of  the  clerks.'  Several  complaints  were  directed 
against  '  sir  Roger  ',  who  is  not  named  in  the  list  of  fellows,  but  is 
probably  concealed  under  one  of  the  Roberts  there  mentioned  : 
among  other  offences  '  sir  Roger  doth  rebuke  the  clerks  and  calleth 
them  knaves  when  he  is  angry  with  them.' 

The  points  of  complaint  on  both  sides  were  impartially  handled 
in  a  series  of  brief  injunctions,  among  which  is  one  which  comments 
upon  the  partiality  of  the  clerks  for  white  or  brightly  coloured 
dress  and  stockings.  The  master  was  ordered  to  look  after  the 
affairs  of  the  college  and  its  husbandry  in  particular  more  narrowly, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  visitation  there  is  a  schedule  of  memoranda 
which  bear  witness  to  mismanagement  and  lack  of  economy.  The 
bailiff  of  husbandry  was  improvident.  He  leased  out  the  pastures 
of  the  college,  so  that  they  had  no  sheep  or  oxen  out  to  graze, 
but  he  went  about  to  fairs  and  markets  to  buy  beasts  for  immediate 
consumption  and  got  his  roasting  beef  at  the  butchery.  He  neglected 
his  husbandry  entirely  :  '  if  he  gett  one  penny  at  the  market,  he 
loses  three  at  home  in  the  husbandry.'  Further,  the  master's 
journeys  to  London  were  unnecessary  and  expensive,  involving 
waste  of  money  in  gratuities  to  the  king's  Serjeants.  He  and  the 
steward  between  them  had  brought  the  college  nearly  forty  pounds 
into  debt.  The  steward  himself  was  also  sexton  (i.e.,  sacrist)  and 
parish  curate,  being  in  extreme  age  and  unable  to  do  any  one  of 
those  tliree.  The  whole  situation  is  summed  up  in  the  brief  comment, 
'  The  place  goeth  not  forward.' 

In  the  valley  of  the  Nene,  that  deep  and  sluggish  stream  which 
gave  Robert  Hiedge  and  John  Gilbert  their  opportunities  for 
fishing,  there  were  three  other  colleges  to  which  allusion  has  already 
been  made.  Cotterstock,  within  sight  of  Fotheringhay,  was  an 
exactly  similar  but  older  foundation,  of  the  constitution  of  which 
we  have  the  most  precise  details  embodied  in  a  long  series  of  docu- 
ments. But  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it  ever  reached  its  full 
complement  of  a  provost  and  twelve  chaplains  for  which  the  statutes 
provide  and  for  which  the  parish  church  of  St.  Andrew  was  rebuilt 
with  great  beauty  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  fourteenth  century. 
Its  history  after  that  period  is  a  blank,  apart  from  records  of  the 
institution  of  provosts  to  the  chantry  and  rectory  and,  whatever 
the  maximum  number  of  chaplains  at  any  time  may  have  been, 
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in  1526  there  were  only  two  in  addition  to  the  provost.  Nor  does 
it  seem  at  any  period  to  have  been  regarded  as  demanding  special 
visitation.  A  few  miles  up  the  river,  on  the  other  side  of  Oundle, 
were  Irthlingborough  and  Higham  Ferrers  :  Irthlingborough,  with 
its  curious  steeple,  in  and  close  to  which  were  the  rooms  allotted 
to  the  fellows,  standing  low  on  the  left  bank  of  the  stream,  while 
Higham,  some  two  mUes  distant,  dominated  by  the  tall  spire  of 
the  parish  church,  stood  high  and  bare  on  the  bleak  wold  opposite. 
Longland's  MS.  contains  two  copies  of  a  very  brief  record  of  the 
visitation  of  Irthlingborough  in  1530.  These  supply  the  useful 
information,  which  is  merely  to  be  inferred  from  other  sources, 
that  the  foundation  of  a  dean  and  live  canons  or  fellows  was  not 
completed  until  in  the  fifteenth  century  the  patron.  Lady  Cheyne, 
endowed  two  canonries  in  addition  to  the  three  originally  established.  ^ 
There  is  no  visitation  of  Higham  Ferrers  in  1530,  but  Atwater's 
vicar-general,  Richard  Roston,  visited  it  with  the  aid  of  master 
John  Burges  on  11  June,  1520.  There  were  six  priests,  the  master 
or  warden,  vice-warden,  grammar  master  and  three  others,  four 
clerks  and  six  choristers.  The  annual  income  of  the  college  was 
£190,  but  the  master  had  ceased  to  render  accounts,  owing  to  the 
negligence  of  an  auditor  who,  having  been  appointed  for  life  with 
an  annual  fee  of  26s.  8d.,  was  content  to  do  nothing.  The  cook's 
wife  generally  came  to  meals  in  hall  with  the  master's  serving-men, 
which  seemed  out  of  keeping  with  the  dignity  of  the  college.  The 
fellows  often  walked  out  by  themselves  in  the  village  without  leave, 
though  they  ought  by  statute  to  go  out  two  and  two.  They  had 
left  off  using  Latin  at  meals,  and  on  the  chief  festivals  they 
disregarded  the  statute  which  bade  them  wear  an  uniform  suit 
with  gowns  of  one  colour.  There  were  no  copies  of  sealed  documents 
nor  any  register  of  such  acts  in  the  house.  Finally,  apart  from  the 
three  officers  of  the  house,  there  were  only  three  perpetual  priest- 
fellows,  whereas  there  should  be  seven.  The  master  was  ordered 
to  make  up  the  full  number  by  Christmas  and  meanwhile  to  supply 
the  vacant  places  by  hiring  chaplains  who  could  be  removed  at 
pleasure.  It  seems  highly  improbable  that  this  injunction  was 
obeyed.  The  cook's  wife  was  banished  from  the  refectory,  but 
was  allowed  to  come  there  as  a  rare  treat,  if  there  were  women 
guests  present  whom  the  master  chose  to  invite  to  table. 

Both  Atwater  and  Longland  included  the  colleges  of  Eton  and 
Tattershall  in  their  visitations,  and  Atwater  came  personally  to 
Tattershall  on  6  July,  1519.  At  the  time  of  its  foundation,  nearly 
eighty  years  before,  that  college  seems  to  have  been  designed  to 
include  a  school,  primarily  for  the  choristers,  but  probably  with 
the  larger  idea  of  providing  teaching  in  grammar  and  song  for  the 
neighbourhood.  In  1519  song  was  adequately  taught,  but  grammar 
hardly  at  all,  and  there  was  a  petition  for  a  proper  grammar-master. 
^  See  p.  xiii  above,  note  1. 
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The  bishop  ordered  that  the  boys  should  go  on  to  grammar  after 
they  were  perfect  in  song,  but  gave  no  more  definite  instructions. 
The  only  other  point  noticed  was  the  tendency  of  the  clerk-fellows 
to  dress  like  laymen  instead  of  wearing  their  statutory  suits  of 
the  same  cut  as  those  of  the  priest -fellows. 

Dr.  Rayne's  visitation  of  Tattershall  on  17  May,  1525,  is  almost 
equally  scanty  in  its  yield.  There  is  a  list  of  fellows,  Master  John 
Constable,  the  warden,  who  did  not  attend  the  whole  visitation, 
six  priests  and  six  clerks.  The  atmosphere  was  comparatively 
blameless  :  of  three  priests  it  is  said  '  Nichil  detegit,'  a  phrase  which 
may  be  taken  in  more  than  one  sense,  while  three  clerks  answered 
'  Omnia  bene.'  But  William  West  said  that  John  Monke,  who  seems 
to  be  the  same  person  as  John  Ramesey,  named  in  the  list,  was  a 
haunter  of  taverns  and  a  gamester,  and  John  Marshall  accused 
John  SeweU,  one  of  the  clerks,  of  gaming.  Sewell's  complaint  that 
some  of  the  clerks  had  not  separate  rooms,  as  in  former  times,  may 
be  regarded  as  his  excuse  :  one  lodging  was  said  to  be  dilapidated. 
If  the  detecta,  however,  were  few,  the  visitor  found  certain  points 
for  which  he  thought  that  injunctions  were  needful.  The  master 
was  ordered  to  keep  the  statutes  himself  and  see  that  they  were 
observed  by  others.  Unlicensed  expeditions  outside  the  precincts 
were  forbidden.  Fines  for  absence  from  choir  w^ere  to  be  duly 
paid  and  personal  attendance  at  processions,  where  there  was  no 
reasonable  hindrance,  was  enjoined.  The  general  receiver  was  to 
take  charge  of  the  funds  of  the  college  when  the  annual  account 
was  completed,  and  the  account  was  to  be  declared  in  public.  The 
clerks,  finally,  were  told  to  abstain  from  playing  games  of  chance. 
In  short,  the  college  was  open  to  the  ordinary  temptations  w^hich 
beset  such  institutions,  and  it  does  not  seem  as  if  they  had  attacked 
it  very  seriously. 

To-day,  when  the  name  of  Eton  connotes  the  largest  of  English 
pubUc  schools,  and  the  existence  of  a  provost  and  a  head-master 
in  the  same  institution  is  taken  for  granted  by  most  people  as  a 
strange  but  unalterable  anomaly,  we  are  prone  to  forget  that  the 
school  with  its  head-master  is  supplementary  to  the  corporation 
of  provost  and  fellows.  Atwater  on  23  May,  1519,  was  met  with 
the  petition  that  the  grammar-school  boys  henceforward  should 
not  be  allowed  to  wear  shoes  without  uppers  or  with  the  upper 
parts  left  wide  open.  But  for  this  educational  provision  there  are 
two  which  concern  the  collegiate  church,  one  du-ecting  the  careful 
use  of  the  vestments  in  daUy  use,  the  other  prescribing  a  larger 
attendance  of  clerks  at  the  singing  of  the  antiphon  of  our  Lady 
after  vespers,  at  which  sometimes  there  were  only  three  or  four 
present,  while  the  others  were  at  play. 

On  18  October,  1530,  Longland's  commissary,  Dr.  Morgan, 
was  met  by  various  complaints.  The  persons  examined  were 
Roger  Lupton  the  provost,  five  fellows,  eight  chaplains,  the  master 
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of  the  scholars  and  the  usher.  The  fellows  did  not  like  the  butler 
they  said  that  he  was  careless  and  of  no  use  to  the  house.  He  went 
by  himself  to  buy  victuals  in  the  village,  and  sent  out  the  college 
beer  presumably  for  sale  in  Eton.  Within  the  college  victuals  were 
constantly  ill  prepared  by  negligent  cooks,  and  the  butler  served 
.the  beer  in  mugs  and  pots  which  had  not  been  cleaned  or  polished. 
With  regard  to  the  church,  the  only  fault  mentioned  was  that  the 
service  books  were  not  up  to  date  :  they  had  no  offices  for  the 
feasts  of  the  Transfiguration  and  the  Name  of  Jesus,  6  and  7  August, 
the  second  of  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  a  comparatively 
recent  institution  and  had  won  much  popularity,  nor  did  they 
celebrate  the  feast  of  St.  Hugh. 

More  was  said  about  the  school.  One  of  the  fellows  said  that 
the  provost  sat  too  much  in  the  hall,  which  hindered  the  studies  of 
the  boys.  Master  Richard  Cox,  the  schoolmaster,  afterwards  dean 
of  Oseney  and  Christ  Church  and  eventually  bishop  of  Ely,  was 
said  to  be  an  innovator  :  he  changed  the  books  on  which  he  lectured 
every  month,  so  that  the  scholars  never  read  any  book  or  author 
in  full  and  suffered  accordingly.  Cox  himself  said  nothing  about 
his  work,  but  complained  of  the  loaves  provided  for  the  boys, 
which  were  very  small,  and  of  the  beer,  which  was  very  thin  and 
unhealthy.  In  spite  of  this,  the  boys  sat  too  long  over  their  meals. 
The  visitation,  it  must  be  owned,  produces  a  very  imperfect  picture 
of  the  life  of  this  famous  foundation.  This  defect,  however,  is 
one  from  which  this  type  of  document  is  never  wholly  exempt, 
and  in  any  such  record  the  most  vivid  touches  are  those  undesigned 
and  incidental  details  which  occasionally  add  circumstance  to  a 
series  of  bald  statements* 

The  bishop  of  Lincoln  was  visitor  of  King's  college  at  Cambridge 
as  well  as  of  Eton,  but  there  is  nothing  concerning  this  in  these 
visitations.  In  the  university  of  Oxford  he  was  visitor  of  three 
colleges.  Oriel,  Lincoln  and  the  recently  founded  Brasenose,  In 
May,  1520,  Atwater  visited  Oriel  and  Lincoln.  As  regards  Lincoln 
the  information,  apart  from  the  list  of  fellows,  contained  httle 
more  than  the  note  that  Dr.  Drax,  the  last  rector  of  the  college  and 
now  rector  of  Dean  in  Bedfordshire,  owed  the  college  £15.  At 
Oriel  there  were  certain  irregularities  :  statutes  were  badly  observed, 
and  fellows  who  had  sworn  to  keep  them  had  incurred  the  guilt 
of  perjury.  One  fellow  was  persistently  non-resident  :  three, 
when  they  obtained  leave  of  absence,  neglected  the  disputations 
in  the  schools  which  they  were  sworn  to  observe,  but  pleaded  that 
the  college  had  granted  them  dispensations.  There  had  been 
recently  an  irregular  election  of  a  fellow  who  was  virtually  the 
nominee  of  his  predecessor.  Such  an  election  was  entirely  uncanonical 
and  might  form  a  dangerous  precedent.  The  statutes,  in  fact, 
seemed  to  be  disregarded,  and  it  was  needful  that  they  should  be 
read  aloud  and  chapters  held  more  often.     It  seemed  also  that, 


INTRODUCTION  xcix 

with  respect  to  the  course  of  study  followed  in  the  college,  they 
were  interpreted  too  Avidely.  By  statute,  the  fellows  should  all 
be  members  of  the  faculty  of  theology,  for  Lincoln  had  been  founded, 
when  the  progress  of  LoUardy  was  beginning  to  excite  alarm,  for 
the  promotion  of  orthodoxy.  Some  of  the  fellows  apparently 
wanted  to  study  medicine  and  were  not  sure  whether  it  could  be 
included  under  philosophy,  so  as  to  have  a  place  in  their  curriculum. 
On  this  knotty  question  the  bishop  promised  to  deliberate.  He  was 
sure,  however,  that  Walter  Maye,  who  lectured  publicly  on  judicial 
astrology,  was  going  beyond  the  terms  of  the  statutes,  and  forbade 
him  to  do  so  in  future. 

The  later  visitation  of  the  same  college  by  Dr.  Rayne  in 
September,  1530,  produced  an  intricate  mass  of  evidence,  for 
several  of  the  fellows  were  misusing  their  privileges.  Edmund 
Campion  was  too  often  at  the  house  of  his  washerwoman,  where 
he  kept  his  horses,  and  which  had  become  a  house  of  call  for  younger 
members  of  the  college.  William  Hynkersell  was  a  troublesome 
person,  ignorant  and  never  at  lectures.  He  had  vowed  before  the 
fellows  that  he  would  never  do  any  good  in  or  for  the  college  in 
future.  He  roamed  about  the  neighbourhood  like  a  mendicant, 
sometimes  for  a  fortnight  at  a  time,  begging  for  money,  and  further, 
he  had  two  chantries,  one  in  All  Saints'  church,  which  was  appro- 
priated to  the  college,  and  the  other  in  St.  Michael's,  Northgate. 
Two  cases,  however,  caused  special  difficulty.  Dr.  Lyndesey,  one 
of  the  senior  fellows,  kept  a  table  in  his  rooms  at  which  some  of  the 
fellows  were  to  be  found  at  meal -times.  In  addition  to  his  fellowship 
he  enjoyed  a  yearly  pension  of  five  pounds,  which  seemed  mconsistent 
with  the  statutes  and  was  certainly  illegal  unless  it  had  been  definitely 
limited  by  the  ordinary. 

The  other  case  was  that  of  Master  Byard,  set  forth  at  length 
in  a  schedule  of  gravamina,  written  in  an  elegant  though  somewhat 
difficult  hand,  by  one  of  the  fellows.  In  1444  William  Findern 
had  founded  an  exhibition  for  a  priest-fellow  who  was  to  say  mass 
daily  for  his  soul  in  All  Saints'  and  in  the  college  chapel.  Byard 
had  been  elected  to  this  fellowship  fraudulently.  He  disobeyed  its 
conditions,  for  he  picked  up  fees  for  celebrating  obits  at  Brasenose 
and  St.  Michael's  :  moreover,  he  entirely  refused  to  undertake  the 
charges  contingent  upon  the  tenure  of  a  fellowship.  He  was  absent 
for  long  periods  :  he  would  appear  at  elections  to  fellowships, 
but,  when  he  came,  he  would  play  at  bowls  for  money  all  day  and 
entice  the  junior  fellows  to  do  the  same.  In  1529  he  had  refused 
to  celebrate  the  obit  of  Edmund  Audley,  bishop  of  Sahsbury,  in 
the  absence  of  the  rector  of  the  college,  and  had  scandalised  certain 
important  persons  who  had  come  to  make  their  offerings  into 
saying  that  his  lordship  had  been  miserably  deceived  by  the  rector 
and  feUows.  '  He  hoped  in  them  while  he  lived,  and  now  that  he 
is  dead  they  have  played  him  false.' 
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The  anonymous  complainant  did  not  confine  himself  to  Byard, 
but  attacked  the  rector,  who  had  made  no  effort  to  recover  the 
debt  long  due  from  Dr.  Drax  or  to  proceed  to  a  new  election  to 
the  Fyndern  fellowship.  He  had  muniments  of  the  college  in  his 
private  keeping  and  had  allowed  the  rectory  of  the  appropriated 
church  of  Twyford  to  fall  into  such  decay  that  £40  would  not  cover 
repairs.  Lacy,  the  sub -rector,  was  a  gambler  who  cut  short  the 
coUege  disputations  to  go  and  play  cards  in  the  haU,  to  the  bad 
example  of  the  juniors  and  scholars,  so  that  '  he  who  should  be  the 
mould  of  virtue  in  our  college  is  now  become  the  master  of  gross 
error  '.  Jay,  a  student  in  canon  law,  had  never  heard  a  single 
lecture  in  his  faculty,  but  spent  his  time  in  the  town,  tattling  about 
the  affairs  of  the  college  to  the  townsfolk.  Nothing,  however,  was 
said  in  this  schedule  about  Dr.  Lyndesey  and  his  pension.  This 
matter  came  before  Dr.  Morgan,  who  on  1  October,  1530,  continued 
the  visitation  begun  by  Rayne  on  22  September,  and  delivered 
certain  injunctions  from  the  bishop.  He  then  heard  the  charges 
against  Lyndesey,  Campion,  Hynkersell  and  another.  Lyndesey 
was  questioned  about  his  habit  of  having  meals  in  his  lodging 
and  entertaining  guests,  and  pleaded  episcopal  licence  for  the  one 
and  the  rector's  licence  for  the  other.  As  for  the  pension,  it  was 
after  a  fashion  a  pension,  but  it  really  was  an  indemnity 
for  expenses  incurred  in  a  lawsuit  about  the  rectory  of  Swaby  in 
Lincolnshire  with  Marmaduke  Waldby,  a  well-known  clerk  whose 
business  abilities  were  well  displayed  a  few  years  later  when  the 
monasteries  were  in  process  of  dissolution. ^  Waldby,  who  was  also 
known  as  Constable,  had  paid  twelve  pounds  down  and  had  induced 
his  kinsman  Sir  Marmaduke  Constable  to  enter  into  a  bond  of  £100 
for  the  regular  payment  of  the  pension.  The  transaction  had  been 
carried  through  without  the  bishop's  Kcence,  but  Lyndesey  repre- 
sented that  it  was  in  keeping  with  the  terms  of  the  decision  of  the 
king's  court  in  the  action  of  quia  impedit  which  he  had  brought 
against  Waldby.  The  commissary  decided  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  bishop.  The  other  cases  before  him  were  reserved  for  final 
judgment,  but  the  fourth  culprit,  a  bachelor  of  arts  named  Knyght, 
who  had  frequented  the  washerwoman's  house  with  Campion,  was 
told  to  stick  to  his  books  and  was  discommoned  for  a  fortnight. 

Campion's  case  was  continued  on  25  October  :  it  involved  not 
only  his  frequentation  of  suspect  company,  but  the  violation  of 
an  injunction  in  which  he  had  previously  been  warned  to  avoid 
the  woman.  Three  days  later,  he  submitted  himself  for  correction 
to  Longland  at  Bishop's  Wooburn,  was  absolved  from  the  sentence 
of  excommunication  and  sent  back  to  college  with  an  English 
certificate  which  he  was  to  read  in  public,  not  merely  on  his  own 
account,  '  but  for  ensample  hereafter  to  be  taken  to  all  the  fellows 
of  the  college  '  who  should  presume  to  go  counter  to  the  bishop's 

^  For  some  account  of  him  see  Memorials  of  Ripon  (Surtees  See.)  II,  209. 
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injunctions.  How  the  other  cases  were  settled  finally  we  are  not 
told.  The  visitation  dragged  on  with  postponements  and  the  issue 
of  interim  injunctions  until  26  May,  1531,  when  the  commissary 
delivered  written  injunctions  from  the  bishop.  The  later  detecta 
repeat  much  that  may  be  inferred  from  the  circumstances  of  the 
special  cases  already  mentioned  and  reveal  a  state  of  slackness  which 
was  unfavourable  to  profitable  work.  Incidentally  certain  con- 
stitutional points  are  touched  upon,  such  as  the  terms  of  election 
to  the  Fyndern  fellowship  which  Byard  had  violated  and  the 
reservation  of  close  fellowships  to  natives  of  the  archdeaconry  of 
Lincoln. 

This  visitation  of  Lincoln  college  shows  very  clearly  how, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  bishop  and  his  commissaries,  the 
college  was  on  the  same  footing  as  any  other  corporation  of  chantry 
priests,  with  the  sole  difference  that  the  members  were  there  for 
the  special  purpose  of  studying  and  lecturing.  The  Fyndern  founda- 
tion was  primarily  a  chantry  :  if  its  beneficiary  did  his  duty,  he, 
like  Chaucer's  clerk  of  Oxenford,  '  bisily  gan  for  the  soules  preye 
of  hem  that  yaf  him  wher-wyth  to  scoleye  '.  The  celebration  of 
obits  was  a  constant  duty  :  Bishop  Audley,  whose  anxiety  for  his 
soul's  health  is  witnessed  by  the  chantry  chapels  which  he  founded 
in  the  cathedrals  of  Hereford  and  Salisbury,  desired  also  to  be 
remembered  in  the  prayers  of  the  rector  and  fellows  of  Lincoln. 
In  Cambridge  we  are  reminded  of  this  function  of  collegiate  life 
by  the  rows  of  chantry  chapels  on  each  side  of  King's  chapel,  by 
the  two  lateral  chapels  at  Little  St.  Mary's  which  recall  its  intimate 
connection  with  the  society  of  Peterhouse,  by  the  tomb  of  Hugh 
Ashton,  removed  from  his  chantry  in  the  old  chapel  of  St.  John's 
to  the  antechapel  of  the  modern  building.  Not  that  the  conditions 
either  of  study  or  of  the  contmuous  round  of  intercessory  prayer 
and  sacrifice  were  very  strictly  observed.  Neither  Master  Byard 
nor  Master  Hynkersell  cared  for  their  books  and,  while  neither  had 
any  objections  to  the  duties  of  a  chantry-priest,  they  preferred  to 
perform  them  in  churches  where  they  could  pick  up  an  extra  fee 
to  celebrating  the  masses  which  provided  the  fixed  stipends  that 
they  were  content  to  pocket.  The  neglect  of  college  chantries  which 
Dr.  Morgan  found  at  his  visitation  of  Brasenose  was  probably 
partly  due  to  the  same  reason,  though  master  Morton's  chantry 
suffered  from  litigation  which  had  arisen  concerning  its  endowments. 
Although  the  college  was  only  in  its  second  decade  of  existence, 
the  statutes  were  already  beginning  to  be  broken.  The  co-founder, 
Richard  Sutton,  had  decreed  that  the  fellows,  here  again  like 
ordinary  chantry-priests,  were  to  wear  close  buttoned  gowns  of 
camlet  or  velvet,  and  on  no  account  of  silk.  Fellows  admitted 
before  the  statute  was  uttered  declined  to  be  bound  by  it  and  it 
was  disregarded  by  their  juniors.  It  was  said,  however,  that  the 
standard  of  knowledge  among  fellows  and  scholars  alike  was  higher 
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than  it  had  been.  Master  William  Sutton,  presumably  of  the 
founder's  kin,  was  said  by  the  principal  to  be  unsatisfactory.  He 
did  not  attend  lectures  and  made  no  progress  in  study  :  he  hunted 
and  frequented  taverns,  but  not  in  suspicious  company.  Otherwise 
he  was  obedient  and  tractable  and,  whatever  he  did  himself,  he 
exhorted  his  scholars  to  go  to  lectures  and  take  advantage  of  their 
opportunities.  These  compensating  virtues,  together  with  his 
correction  of  the  idle,  were  corroborated  by  Master  John  Hawardon, 
who  said  that  Sutton  was  making  up  for  lost  time  and  was  buying 
books  and  going  to  lectures  more  readily  than  before.  Moreover, 
he  was  now  master  of  hall  and  had  the  supervision  of  those  who 
lectured  there  and,  if  he  hunted  and  went  to  a  tavern  now  and 
then,  there  was  no  harm  in  it.  Sutton  himself  gave  evidence  of 
his  reformed  character.  There  was  a  time  when  he  did  not  mind 
his  books,  but  now  he  was  buying  books  and  his  intention  was  to 
attend  the  schools  more  diligently.  He  did  drink  in  the  town,  but 
in  reputable  places  and  company  and,  if  he  hunted,  it  was  with 
respectable  undergraduates  and  merely  for  the  sake  of  exercise. 
Still,  Thomas  Tippyng,  a  probationer  fellow,  criticised  the  lectures 
in  hall  by  bachelors  which  Sutton  superintended.  The  lecturers 
were  very  careless  in  putting  their  sophisms  to  the  scholars  and 
allowed  the  scholars  to  argue  loosely  in  their  disputations.  We 
may  doubt  whether  Tippyng,  evidently  a  serious  and  precocious 
young  man,  was  very  popular  with  his  fellow  probationers  and 
with  the  scholars,  who  reported  that  all  was  well.  If  the  college, 
in  spite  of  one  or  two  hints  of  irregular  conduct,  was  doing  fairly 
well,  it  was  at  any  rate  a  serious  drawback  that  there  were  no 
butler,  manciple,  cook  or  washerwoman,  and  M^e  need  hardly  wonder 
that  Sutton  had  formed  the  habit  of  going  to  taverns,  when  the 
larder  and  buttery  were  so  bare  at  home. 

It  is  a  relief  to  close  this  introduction  with  some  notice  of  a 
foundation  on  which,  liable  though  it  was  to  human  error,  some 
better  verdict  can  be  passed  than  '  The  place  goeth  not  forward  '. 
Yet  that  verdict  is  one  which  it  is  impossible  to  ignore  as  generally 
applicable  to  the  religious  foundations  whose  affairs  I  have  discussed 
in  these  chapters.  It  has  been  possible  only  to  make  a  selection 
from  a  large  mass  of  evidence,  but  in  doing  so  care  has  been  taken 
to  omit  nothing  of  real  importance.  It  would  have  been  pleasant 
to  have  presented  the  picture,  so  dear  to  sentimental  novelists, 
of  religious  communities  at  peace  with  God  and  themselves,  innocently 
awaiting  the  terrible  blow  which  in  a  very  few  years  was  to  fall 
upon  them  and  leave  their  homes  desolate,  a  prey  to  the  alien 
spoiler.  But  the  picture  which  these  records  reveal  is  very  different. 
It  is  true  that  they  show  us  very  few  communities  which  were 
entirely  corrupt.  If  we  form  our  own  judgment  of  their  condition 
upon  our  own  estimate  of  the  relative  sinfulness  of  the  faults  which 
one  visitation  after  another  disclosed,  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
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shocking  and  revolting  sins  is  very  small,  and  a  large  number  of 
habitual  defaults  can  be  dismissed  as  mere  peccadilloes.  But, 
if  we  ask  for  evidence  of  piety,  of  a  life  regulated  by  the  ideals  of 
the  founders  of  monasticism,  in  any  community  as  a  whole,  it 
is  wanting.  It  has  been  already  remarked  how  little  trust  can  be 
placed  in  the  reiteration  by  individuals  of  the  words  '  Omnia  bene.' 
Even  where  a  whole  convent  was  unanimous  in  this  respect,  visitors 
seldom  left  without  delivering  injunctions,  and  injunctions,  in  the 
formal  process  of  a  visitation,  a  judicial  act  regulated  by  law  and 
stereotyped  by  long  precedent,  were  founded  upon  comperta. 
Whether  we  have  to  deal  with  great  monasteries  like  Peterborough 
or  Ramsey,  with  large  endowments  and  long  historic  traditions, 
houses  of  canons  with  revenues  that  varied  but  were  never  excessive, 
nunneries  for  the  most  part  poor  and  specially  exposed  to  temptations 
from  the  outside  world,  communities  of  secular  clergy  which  had 
merely  statutes  and  custom  to  guide  them,  the  general  atmosphere 
is  one  of  stagnation  or,  at  best,  of  inability  and  unreadiness  to 
comply  with  a  consistent  standard  of  devout  life.  There  is  no 
evidence  of  progress  or  capacity  for  progress.  '  The  place  goeth 
not  forward.' 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  clear  evidence  of  retrogression. 
Alnwick's  visitations  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  fifteenth  century 
lead  to  much  the  same  conclusion.  Things  now  were  much  as 
they  had  been  then  :  the  same  defaults  needed  correction,  and  no 
method  of  correction  had  been  discovered  to  supersede  the  old 
remedies  or  mingle  the  oil  of  mercy  with  the  vinegar  of  rebuke 
in  such  proportions  that  the  mixture  could  have  a  more  permanent 
effect  upon  the  health  of  the  patient.  If  we  note  any  real  difference, 
it  is  in  the  conduct  of  the  visitation  itself.  Visitors  themselves 
were  not  perfect  :  the  virtue  which  answered  vice  was  merely  a 
formal  and  legal  virtue  exercised  by  officers  whose  daily  business 
it  was  to  insist  upon  the  maintenance  of  set  rules  and  regulations, 
the  observance  of  the  letter,  not  the  cultivation  of  the  spirit. 
Alnwick,  though  fostered  in  the  old  legalistic  traditions,  had  never- 
theless shown  a  laudable  anxiety  for  the  moral  welfare  of  his  subjects  : 
the  preambles  of  his  injunctions  contain  severe  remarks  upon  the 
incompatibility  of  the  disorder  which  he  found  in  many  monasteries 
with  obedience  to  the  rule,  and  one  of  these  has  been  quoted  already. 
But  Atwater's  and  Longland's  visitations  certainly  show  a  much 
more  perfunctory  spirit.  Much  of  Atwater's  visitation  work  was 
done  in  person,  especially  where  religious  houses  were  concerned. 
Longland,  however,  habitually  visited  by  deputy  :  only  where  a 
serious  scandal  called  for  his  intervention  did  he  appear  personally. 
His  deputies,  moreover,  as  the  ruridecanal  visitations  prove,  did 
their  work  in  a  much  more  summary  way  than  Atwater's,  and  it 
is  evident  that  Dr.  Rayne  in  particular  was  in  the  habit  of  getting 
on  with  it  as  fast  as  he  could.    With  these  subordinates  visitation 
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had  become,  in  fact,  a  piece  of  formal  procedure  to  be  gone  through 
at  intervals  without  too  much  attention  to  detail.  No  emphasis 
is  needed  upon  a  point  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  the  quite 
impermanent  effect  of  a  visitation,  however  strictly  conducted. 
It  recurred  only  now  and  then,  for  the  rule  of  triennial  visitation 
in  such  large  dioceses  as  Lincoln  was  never  observed  in  practice 
and  was  certainly  rare  elsewhere.  Depositions  were  heard,  comperta 
were  published,  injunctions  were  issued.  But  in  the  interval  between 
this  and  the  next  visitation  the  keeping  of  such  injunctions  depended 
entirely  on  the  head  of  the  house.  The  general  chapters  of  his 
order  did  not  see  that  they  were  enforced,  and  they  had  their  own 
visitors  with  their  own  injunctions  to  give.  The  local  archdeacon 
and  his  officers  had  no  control  over  religious  houses.  And  so,  in 
the  case  of  a  normal  monastery,  when  the  next  episcopal  visitation 
came  round,  the  old  faults  appeared,  the  new  comperta  more  or 
less  repeated  the  old,  and  the  new  injunctions,  very  like  the  last, 
had  much  the  same  prospect  of  being  observed.  There  can  be 
very  httle  wonder  that  the  work  of  correction  and  reformation 
degenerated  into  little  more  than  a  phrase  uttered  without  confidence. 
No  one  admires  the  summary  methods  of  Henry  VIII 's  commissioners ; 
but  the  cynical  cheerfulness  with  which  they  pursued  their  work 
of  dissolution  and  suppression  might  have  pleaded  its  justification 
in  the  notorious  incapacity  of  the  ordinary  methods  of  visitation 
after  centuries  to  effect  substantial  reform.  The  swiftness  with 
which  the  destroyers  moved  from  one  monastery  to  another, 
anticipating  their  own  comperta  with  easy  confidence,  was  no 
greater  than  that  with  which  Rayne  hurried  through  monasteries 
and  rural  deaneries  to  the  tune  of  '  Omnia  bene  ' ;  but  this  time  the 
chorus  was  in  vain,  and  it  was  addressed  to  ears  which  were  no 
longer  ready  to  accept  it  as  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  well-being 
and  the  integrity  of  the  religious  life. 


[ARCHIDIACONATUS    HUNTINGDONIE] 
fo.   1. 

Leighston^  decanatus 

ViSITACIO  EXERCITA^  IN  ECCLESIA  PAROCHIALI  DE  KyMBALTON 
DIE  MARTIS  VIIJ"0  DIE  JUNII  AnNO  DOMINI  M™o  CCCCC™^  XVIII"0  PER 
MAGISTRUM    JoHANNEM    GrENE    COMMISSARIUM    DOMINI    AD    HOC. 

LuiGTON^.  Rector  non  residet  /  cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  tectura 
et  fenestris  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum 
incuria  rectoris  .  Jacobus  Moyses  et  eius  vxor  non 
insimul   cohabitant  vt  vir  et   vxor. 

GiDDiNG  Parua.     Omnia  bene. 

Wolley.  Nauis  ecclesie  est  defectiua  in  anglio*  sancti  Nicholai  . 
Rector  refutat  ministrare  suis  parochianis  potacionem 
solitam  diem^  Jouis  cene  domini  .  Et  idem  Rector 
denegat  suis  parochianis  iiiid.  debitos  eisdem  die 
martis  vigilia  pentecostes.® 

Brynkton.  Cancellus  est  nimium  defectiuus  in  fenestris.  Rector 
non  residet. 

Wynwik.  Vicarius  ibidem  non  residet  nee  fuit  ibidem  per  quatuor 
annos  elapsos. 

Grofham.  Rectoria  est  defectiua  .  Eciam  cancellus  est  defectiuus. 
Rector  non  residet. 

Alcumbury.  Vicarius  non  residet  et  vicaria  est  ruinosa  .  Johannes 
Lowth  dominico  pentecostes  vltimo  temporibus 
diuinorum  perturbauit  officium  diuinum  et  fecit 
asaltum  in  Thomam  Holmys  in  ecclesia  ibidem 
parochiali  eodem  die  ter  temporibus  matutinarum 
misse  et  vesperarum  .  /  Edwardus  Kyng  habet  in  domo 
sua  suspectam  mulierem  .  /     Henricus  Man'  et  uxor 

1  Sic:  for  Leightonstone.  Number  of  churches  noted  20,  but  of  these  there  are 
only  17  parish  churches,  as  there  are  two  entries  for  Win  wick,  and  Bythom  and 
[Old]  Weston,  entered  separately,  were  chapels  to  Brington.  The  churches  of 
Buckworth  and  Covington  are  omitted,  and  the  visitation  did  not  include  the  pre- 
bendal  churches  of  Brampton,  Buckden,  Leighton  Bromeswold,  Spaldwick  and 
Stow  Longa,  all  in  this  deanery.  Nine  non-resident  incumbents,  two  of  them 
vicars. 

■^  Ibidem  cancelled. 

'  Ellington.  In  1526  Dr.  Stanley,  fellow  of  St.  John's  college,  Cambridge,  was 
rector. 

1  Presumably  for  angulo,  indicatuig  that  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas  was  at  the 
end  of  an  aisle. 

''  Sic:  for  die. 

*  Sic:  Tuesday  cannot  be  the  eve  of  Whitsunday.  Probably  septiniana  should 
be  substituted  for  vigilia. 

(1)  A 
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Christoferi  Walton  sunt  suspecti  de  adulterio  . 
Leonardus  Robson  de  eadem  debet  ecclesie  ibidem 
xxi  s.  vi  d.  et  refutat  ea  soluere  .  Vicarius  die  pasche 
vltimo  fuit  ita  morosus  in  seruiciis  et  computacione^ 
quod  vix  potuit  communicare  parichianos  neque 
celebrare  missam  .  Quinto  decembris  anno  domini 
millesimo  ccccco  xviii"^  in  camera  domini  cancellarii 
apud  London'  veteris  templi  dominus  cancellarius 
absoluit  dictum  magistrum  Thomson  vicarium  a 
sentencia  suspensionis  propter  contumaciam  etc.  et 
sibi  iniunxit  quamcicius  commode  poterit  /  reparare 
vicariam  suam  et  ministrare  laudabiliter  diuina 
parochianis. 

GiDDiNG  Magna.     Omnia  bene. 

Kymbalton.  Libri  carent  ligaturis  .  Non  est  ibidem  chrismatorium. 
Sedilia  in  choro  sunt  defectiua  /  Non  habent  vestes 
pro  altaribus  anglice  Alter  clothes  sufficientes. 

Steple  Gidding.     Omnia  bene. 

fo.  Id. 

Bythorn.     Omnia  bene. 

Vpton.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  et  in  rectoria  ibidem 
firmarius  custodit  tabernam  anglice  an  Ale  hows 
cum  le  Ale  poUe.-  Dominus  commissarius  suspendit 
curatum  ibidem  quousque  emendauerit  habitum  suum 
in  bursa  et  gardyng  de  le  Jaket.^ 

Hammerton.  Rector  non  residet  .  peregrinatur  ad  sanctum 
J[acobum].* 

Thirnyng.  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  muris  .  /  Curatus  ibidem 
non  habet  portoferium '^  incuria  parochianorum.  Rector 
non  residet. 

Copmanford.  Muri  ecclesie  sunt  defectiuui  /  fenestre  vitree  in 
ecclesia  et  cancello  sunt  defectiue  .  Non  est  ibidem 
aliquod  chrismatorium. 

SwANNESHED.  Fenestre  vitrie  et  muri  in  naui  ecclesie  sunt 
defectiue  /    Non  residet  Rector. 

^  Sic.  :  probably  for  conimunicacione,  i.e.,  tlie  administration  of  communion. 
In  1526  Thomson  was  still  vicar,  paying  a  curate  £5  68.  8d.  This  cm-ate  was  probably 
the  stipendiary  priest  named  in  the  same  entry,  and,  as  a  chantry  priest  is  also 
named,  the  vicar  was  not  without  persons  to  assist  him  in  the  arduous  task  of  the 
Easter  communion. 

^  The  sign  of  a  tavern  had  been  set  up  before  the  vicarage  house. 

*  I.e.,  the  curate  wore  a  piirse  or  gipcer  and  a  short  frogged  coat. 

*  Santiago   de   Compostela. 

*  A  portaa  or  breviary. 
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MoLLESWouRTH.     Omnia  bene. 

Keyston.  Dominus  [blank]  Bromewiche  Rector  ibidem  non 
residet  neque  fuit  ibidem  per  viginti  annos  preterites  ^  / 
Cancellus  est  aliqualiter  defectiuus  in  le  batilment. 

Weston.^  Omnia  bene  preter  hoc  quod  cancellus  est  aliqualiter 
defectiuus. 

Wynwik.  Alicia  Danyell  vxor  Roberti  Danyell  de  Stewkley' 
debet  ecclesie  de  Wynwik  iii  quarteria  ordei  ex  legato 
mariti  sui  Roberti  Thomson. 

Catwourth.     Omnia  bene. 

fo.  2. 

Yakesley* 

In  ecclesia  de  Stylton  ix^  die  Junh  A^  1518  per  magistrum 

JOHANNEM    GrENE    COMMISSARIUM. 

MoRBOURN.  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  in  orreo  /et  in  le  Kylne^  funditus 
collapsa  /  Johannes  Holme  fouet  in  domo  sua  leno- 
cinium  vt  dicitur. 

OuERTON  Waterville.     Omnia  bene. 
FoLKESWOURTH.     Omnia  bene. 

Ayleton.®  Vestibulum'  est  ibidem  ruinosum  /  Rector  non  residet  / 
parochiani  promiserunt  emendare  vestibulum  citra 
festum  sancti  Michaelis  sub  pena  xx  s.  /  eciam  tectura 
super  crucifixum^  in  naui  ecclesie  est  defectiua. 

Sawtre  Andree.     Omnia  bene. 

OuERTON  LoNGViLE.  Rector  non  residet  .  Rector  refutauit  sacra- 
mentum  eucharistie  ministrare  vxoribus  Henrici 
Herrings  et  Christoferi  Huetson  /  negat  quod  refutauit. 

WoDWALTON.  Rector  non  residet  ibidem  sed  in  altero  beneficio 
apud  Lutton  in  archidiaconatu  Northamptonie.^ 
fenestre  vitree  in  naui  ecclesie  sunt  defectiue. 

^  In  1526  Bromewiche  had  been  succeeded  by  master  John  Palgrave. 

*  This  may  be  Old  Weston,  which,  like  Bythom,  was  a  chapel  of  Brington  ;  but 
it  may  also  be  the  church  of  Weston,  consolidated  with  that  of  Alconbury,  which 
in  1526  is  called  '  Awkenbury  Weston  '. 

^  Great  and  Little  Stukeley  lie  close  to  Huntingdon. 

*  Number  of  churches  noted  24,  viz.  22  parish  churches,  2  chapels.  The  church 
of  Caldecote  is  omitted.     Three  rectors  non-resident. 

*  The  lune-kiln.  Rectoria  includes  all  the  premises  attached  to  the  rectory- 
house. 

*  Elton. 

'  The  vestry,  not,  as  some  incautiously  surmise,  the  church  porch. 

*  The  tester  above  the  rood. 

*  I.e.  Lutton  in  the  deanery  of  Oundle,  at  no  great  distance  from  Wood  Walton. 
In  1526  both  livings  were  held  by  John  Higham. 
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Stebington.  Thomas  Raynford  carpenter  fecit  pactum  de 
reparando  ecclesiam  ibidem  et  nondum  perimpleuit 
illud  pactum  et  tamen  recepit  pecunias  pro  labore 
suo/ 

Stangrounde.  Johanna  Leffe  commisit  adulterium  cum  Ricardo 
Priour  eiusdem  ville  /  cetera  bene. 

Haddon.  Fehestre  vitree  in  cancello  et  naui  ecclesie  sunt  defectiue  / 
parochiani  promiserunt  illas  reparare  citra  festum 
Advincula  sancti  Petri ^  sub  pena  x  s./ 

Sawtre  OMNroM  SANCTORUM.    Cimitcrium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

Cesterton.  Johanna  Danby  moram  fouens  in  domo  magistri 
Mynskips  est  coniugata  non  tamen  adheret  vxori 
sue^  vt  deberet. 

Alwalton.     Omnia  bene. 

Yaxley.^  Omnia  bene  /  Magister  Cony  debet  ecclesie  ibidem  xl  s. 
ex  legato  Johannis  Chaumerlyn. 

Holme.*  Sacrum  chrisma  non  seruatur  sub  cera^/  ecclesia  non 
habet  portuum^  .  cimiterium  capelle  non  est  bene 
clausum  /  Johannes  Plommer  Willelmus  Birges  et 
Johannes  Bowden  non  seruant  dies  festes.' 

fo.  2d. 

Botilbrige.  Willelmus  Kisbe  non  frequentat  ecclesiam  suam 
parochialem  diebus  festis  sed  vagat  ad  ecclesias 
extraneas. 

CoNYNGTON.     Omnia  bene. 

Flecton.     Rectoria  est  ruinosa  in  orrio. 

WoDSTONE.  Henricus  Bevys  myller  redditur  suspectus  de  incon- 
tinencia  cum  Agnete  /  libri  et  ornamenta  ecclesie  egent 
reparacione. 

Farset.^  Omnia  bene. 
Denton.  Omnia  bene. 
Waternewton.     Omnia  bene. 

^  1  August. 

-  Sic.     It  seems  doubtful  whether  the  reference  is  to  Mr.  Mynskips  or  to  Joan 
Danby "s  husband. 

'  S  and  unfinished  t  [Stylton]  cancelled  before  this  name. 

*  Chapel  to  Glatton.  *  Sic,  as  usual,  for  sera. 

*  Portiforium,  a  breviary  for  use  in  choir.         '  Sic  :  for  festos. 

*  Farcet,  chapel  to  Staudground. 
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Stylton.  Willelmus  Bakar  refutat  perimplere  voluntatem  vltimam 
patris  sui  /  Willelmus  Burton  de  Sawtre  est  debitor 
ecclesie  de  Stylton. 

Glatton.     Omnia  bene. 

Finis  testamenti  Willelmi  Harv  .  .  vj  s. 
Finis  testamenti  Thome  Kyng  Denton.^ 


fo.  3. 


Ivonis  Sancti  decanatus^ 


ViSITACIO    EXERCITA    IBIDEM    PER    DOMINUM    EPISCOPUM    PER- 
SONALITER  DIE  JOVIS  X^^^  DIE  JUNII  AnNO  DOMINI  1518  IN  ECCLESIA 

PAROCHiALi  Sancti  Ivonis. 

Sancte  Ives.  Agnes  Haward  vxor  Johannis  Haward  fuit  im- 
pregnata  ante  solemnisacionem  matrimonii  inter  ipsam 
et  maritum  suum  per  Johannem  Wiks  de  Ramesey/ 

Bartholomeus  Palmer  executor  domini  Willelmi 
Palmer  nuper  vicarii  ibidem  debet  ecclesie  ex  legato 
dicti  vicarii  vnum  antiphonarium  et  ij  grales^/ 

Magister  Johannes  Smyth  legum  doctor  tenuit 
suspiciose  in  domo  Willelmi  Mayres  de  Sancto  Ivone 
quamdam  iuuenculam  secrete  adeo  quod  non  audiuit 
ipsa  mulier  aliqua  diuina  diebus  festiuis. 

Houghton.     Omnia  bene. 

RiPTON  Abbatis.  Omnia  bene  /  campanile  ibidem  non  est  perfecte 
edificatum  /  sed  parochiani  ibidem  sunt  in  edificando 
illud. 

Stukeley  magna.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  incuria  proprietariorum, 
viz.  prioris  et  conuentus  Huntingdonie. 

Raveley  parua.*  Elimosinarius  de  Ramesey  percipit  ibidem 
omnimodas  decimas  granorum  qua  auctoritate 
nescitur  /  infra  parochiam  de  Wistow  situatur  ipsa 
villa  de  Raveley  /  parochiani  ibidem  non  habent 
capellanum  sed  nisi  aliquando  et  tunc  ipsorum 
propriis  sumptibus  /  Neque  dictus  elemosinarius  neque 
rector  de  Wistow  exhibent  ibidem  capellanum  sed 
coguntur    parochiani    ibidem     accedere    ad    diuina 

^  Fines  paid  for  proof  of  wills,  signed  with  a  monogram,  apparently  J.G.  (i.e. 
John  Grene,  the  commissary). 

-  Nmnber  of  entries  20  :  14  parish  churches,  6  chapels.  The  churches  or  chapels 
of  Bury,  Hepmangrove  and  Ramsey,  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Ramsey,  are  omitted.     Two  non-resident  pluralist  rectors. 

^   I.e.  grayles  or  graduala. 

*  The  ambiguous  status  of  Little  Raveley  is  noticeable.  Wistow  appears  to 
have  disclaimed  its  responsibilities  for  a  chapel  which  had  become  detached  frorn 
it  by  a  special  appropriation  tiie  legality  of  which  was  evidently  doubtful. 
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audienda    vsque    ad    Redibown^    ij    miliaria    neque 
frequentant  ipsorum  ecclesiam  parochialem. 

Stukeley  parua.  Ecclesia  ibidem  habet  plures  debitores  in  diuersis 
summis  pecuniarum  /  Iniunctum  fuit  gardianis  quod 
citra  festum  sancti  Michaelis  proximum  ^ 

Rypton  Regis,  Rector  non  residet,  Rectoria  est  in  extrema 
ruina.  Idem  rector  prostrauit  ibidem  quamdam  domum 
de  nouo  edificatam  et  vendidit  meremium  eiusdem  / 
Eciam  cancellus  est  nimium  ruinosus  /  Idem  rector 
eciam  est  vicarius  de  Hemyngford  et  non  residet  in 
aliquo  eorundem.^ 

Bluntesham.  Thomas  Newton  et  Elisabezt'*  Sturdy  vxor  Willelmi 
Sturdy  notantur  de  adulterio. 

WiSTOW.^  Johannes  Campy  on  et  Johannes®  Wilson  notantur  de 
incontinencia. 

Herford.'  CanceUus  est  ruinosus  .  parochiani  negan^  /  fons 
baptismalis  non  seruatur  sub  cera.  Baptisterium  non 
fuit  consecratum  vigilia  pentecostes  vltimo  usque  in 
diem  decimum  Junii®.  Johannes  Kareles  solet  et 
adhuc  accipit  tantam^^  partem  panis  benedicendi 
ibidem  diebus  dominicis  quod  parochiani  ibidem 
ahquando  carent  huiusmodi  pane  benedicto  /  Vxor 
eiusdem  Johannis  Kareles  suscitat  rixas  inter  vicarium 
et  parochianos  ibidem  et  frequentat  vicarium  cum 
fabulis  et  adulacionibus  /  Vicarius  ibidem  citra  pascha 
vltimum  perambulauit  per  totam  villam  cum  gladiis 
et  scutis  associato  sibi  quodam  extraneo  et  taliter 
intrauit  ecclesiam. 

^  The  chapel  of  '  Redy borne  '  is  noted  in  this  deanery  in  1526  and  in  1535  the 
oblations  '  infra  capellam  Beate  Marie  de  Redybone  '  are  noted  among  the 
spiritualities  of  Ramsey  abbey  (Val.  Ecc.  IV,  272),  but  this  place  seems  to  have 
disappeared  from  the  map.  '  Our  Lady's  Gild  at  Redebourn '  occurs  in  1638  in  a 
context  which  suggests  that  the  chapel  was  identical  with  the  chapel  of  our  Lady 
at  the  west  end  of  Bury  church,  and  that  '  Redboum  '  may  be  an  alternative  name 
for  Hepmangrove  (see  p.  5  above,  note  2),  which  that  chapel  may  have  served 
{V.C.H.  Hunts.  II,   167). 

^  Incomplete  :    probably  they  were  enjoined  to  collect  the  debts  owing. 

'  In  1526  these  churches  were  no  longer  held  in  plurality.  Hemingford  Abbots 
was  in  the  deanery  of  St.  Neots. 

*Sic. 

^  Written  below  Stukeley  magna  cancelled. 

*  Wilsoln  cancelled. 
'  Hartford. 

*  The  point  is  not  clear.  The  parishioners  were  not  responsible  for  the  chancel, 
the  repair  of  which  devolved  upon  the  proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of 
Huntingdon. 

*  The  eve  of  Whitsunday  fell  on  22  May  in  1518.  10  June  was  the  date  of  the 
visitation. 

'**  Interlined  above  acciperit  cancelled.     Accipere  is  omitted  after  solet. 
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fo.  Sd. 

Halywell  cum  capella  de  Nedingwourth.     Omnia  bene. 

Broughton.     Omnia  bene.     Rector  residet  in  alio  beneficio. 

Wardeboys.  Agnes  Chipney  vxor  WiUelmi  Chipney  vt  dicitur 
adhuc  viuentis  iam  est  maritata  Johanni  Angell  / 
Cimiterium  est  defectiuum  incuria  abbatis  de 
Ramesey,^ 

Vpwod.  Elemosinarius  de  Ramesey  percipit  omnimodas  decimas 
in  ipsa  villa  contingentes  qua  auctoritate  nescitur  . 
Pretendunt  abbas  et  conuentus  de  Ramsey  habere 
ipsam  ecclesiam  eis  appropriatum  quo  titulo  dubitatur  / 
Cancellus  ibidem  est  ruinosus. 

Raveley.-  Johanna  Kighley  fuit  impregnata  per  Ricardum 
Thirland  de  Navenby^  coniugatum  /  Dominus  iniunxit 
eidem  Johanne  quod  duobus  diebus  dominicis 
proximis  in  dicta  capella  de  Ravelley  publicam 
peraget  penitenciam  more  penitentis. 

PiDDELEY  capella  DE  SoMERSHAM.     Omnia  bene. 

WoDHiRST  CAPELLA  SANCTi  IvoNis,     Omnia  bene. 

SoMERSHAJVi.     Omnia  bene. 

COLME*  CAPELLA  DE  SoMERSHAM.     Omnia  bene. 

OlDHURST    CAPELLA   DE    SANCTO    IVONE. 
fo.   4. 

Huntingdonie  Decanatus^ 

ViSITACIO  IBIDEM   XIH^  DIE  JUNH  AnNO    1518™°  PER  DOMINUM 
W.     EPISCOPUM    LINCOLNIENSEM    IN    ECCLESIA    PAROCHIALI    SaNCTE 

Marie  Huntingdonie. 

Huntingdon  Marie.  Magister  Cungarton  iam  defunctus  legauit 
ecclesie  sancte  Marie  Huntingdonie  vnam  domum 
prope  ipsam  ecclesiam  situatam  quam  Magister 
Halle  iam  habet  in  suis  manibus. 

Huntingdon  Benedicti.     Omnia  bene. 

Huntingdon  omnium  sanctorum. 

^  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Ramsey  were  patrons  of  the  church  of  Warboys, 
which  remained  unappropriated. 

^  Raveley  magna,  a  chapel  to  Upwood.  ^  Navenby  in  Lincolnshire. 

*  Colne.  *  Number  of  churches  noted  4. 
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Huntingdon  sancti  Johannis.  Ricardus  Parkar  de  parochia 
ilia  tenet  amplexibus  adulterinis  quamdam  Johannam 
Darby  cum  qua  contraxit  matrimonium  /  et  earn 
incontinenter  tenuit  per  duos  annos  preterites  et 
monitus  atque  correctus  non  desistit  /  sed  tamen  earn 
in  vxorem  ducere  recusat  expresse  licet  sint  inter 
eosdem  banna  edita. 

fo.  4d.     Blank. 

fo.  5. 

[ARCHIDIACONATUS    LEICESTRIE] 

Gartre  decanatus^ 

Norton.^     Abbas    et     conuentus     de     Osolveston^    proprietarii. 

Dominus  Johannes  Broughton  vicarius  residet. 

fTTTMi  1  TTx  1         ^    dicunt  quod  ecclesia  est  ruinosa 

Wmelmus  Dekyn    1    .^      ^^^^^    ^^^^^    ^^      ^^^^ 

Johannes  Kynd      J  ^^^^ll 

Capella  de  Stretton  parua  eidem  ecclesie  annexa.  Dominus 
Henricus  Byrtby  capellanus. 

Galby.     Dominus  Ricardus  Woderuffe  rector  /  residet. 

[residet]  Dominus  Henricus^  capellanus  ibidem. 

^  "^    dicunt    quod    ecclesia   est    ruinosa 

„/  £^3^^^  L  ex  parte  austraU  videlicet  in  plumbo 

W.  Evyngton  j  ^  \^^^^^^ 

Eciam  dicunt  quod  quidam  Johannes  Jonson  diuersa 
bona  in  pecuruis  dicte  ecclesie  debit  ^  ad  summam 
quinque  soHdorum  .  Eciam  dicunt  quod  exigitur 
annuatim  quedam  pensio  de  dicta  ecclesia  de  Galby 
que  extendit  ad  summam  per  annum  quinque 
mercarum  ad  domum  sancti^  Burton  sancti  Lazari 
quo  iure  nescitur  .  Et  iniunctum  est  rectori'  de 
Galby  ac  suo  curato  quod  crastino  exhibeant  suas 
Utteras  ordinum  Utteras^  suorum  apud*  Lutterwourth 
crastino  scilicet  primo  die  Julii. 

Shanketon.   Dominus  Willelmus  Hawkery ge^°  rector. 

[residet .  non  Dominus  Thomas  Bloxham  capellanus  ibidem. 

exhibuit      Johannes  VyteU       "\    dicunt    quod    cimiterium    non 
litteras]        Robertus  Mower       j    est  sufficienter  clausum. 

^  The  programme  (App.  I)  shows  that  the  place  and  date  were  Market  Har- 
borough,  30  Jvine,  1518.  Ntrmber  of  churches  entered  49,  viz.  36  parish  churches, 
13  chapels  ;  but  the  chapel  of  Ilston  is  entered  twice,  and  there  are  two  entries  for 
Knossington.    Eight  non-resident  rectors  mentioned. 

-  Sometimes  called  King's  Norton.  ^  Owston.  *  Surname  left  blank. 

*  Sic  :   for  debet.  *  Sic.  '  A  word  cancelled.       *  Sic. 

*  Leicester  cancelled.  ^^  Called  Hawkyns  in  1626. 
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Glen  magna.     Abbas  et  conuentus  de  Evesham  proprietarii.^ 
Dominus  Thomas  Thorp  vicarius. 

^  dicunt  quod  ecclesia  est  defectiua 
Willelmus  Grene  [  in  coopertura  ....  viz.  in  plumbo. 
Robertus  Grene      C  Eciam  fons  baptismalis  non  est 

sub  sera. 


fo.  5d. 


Gartre 


Capella  de   Stretton  magna.-     Dominus  Willelmus  Hawmond 
capellanus  ibidem. 

dicunt     quod     illi     parochiani 


Robertus  Cowper 
Thomas  Eyton 


tenentur  ad  reparacionem  dicte 
>  capelle  .   Ac  dicunt  quod  eadem 

capeUa  est  ruinosa  in  coopertura 

viz.  in  plumbo. 
Eciam   dicunt    quod   fons   baptismalis   non   seruatur 
sub  sera. 


Gloreston.^    Dominus  Thomas  Gierke  rector  ibidem. 

.,  ,,  .,  ,      ,^        ,       ^    dicunt  quod  ecclesia  est  de- 

[residet]        A  exander  Maperley    I    ^^^^.^^  \    ^^^^^^^.^     ^^^^..^ 

Willelmus  Smyth        J   -^  ^^^.  ^^^^^^.^ 

Eciam  dicunt  quod  cimiterium  est  insufficienter 
clausum  .  Habent  ad  reparandum  huiusmodi  defectus 
citra  festum  sancti  Petri  quod  dicitur  advincula 
proxime   futurum    sub    pena   vj  s.  viij  d. 

Church  Langton.     Magister  PoHdorus^  collector  domini  pape  non 
[non  residet]       residet. 

Dominus  Gerardus  Collyn  capellanus  ibidem. 

T  ,  ^  „        1    dicunt  quod  carent  superpellicio. 

ThomaTFox  ^'  t  Eciam  carent  iij  ly  claspys  pro 
i  nomas  J^ox  r  ^^^^^   magnis  .     Eciam   fenestre 

vetree  in  ecclesia  sunt  ruinose. 


Thomas^ 


Habent  festum  sancti  Michaelis  proximum^  sub  pena 
vj  s.  viij  d.  ad  reparandum  huiusmodi  defectus. 

^  The  original  proprietors  were  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Alcester  in  Warwick- 
shire. In  1467  the  abbey  of  Alcester  was  absorbed  by  the  abbey  of  Evesham, 
continuing  its  existence  as  a  priory  or  cell  of  Evesham.  Ecton  wrongly  states  that 
the  prioress  and  convent  of  Stuclley  were  proprietors  of  Great  Glen. 

-  Chapel  to  Great  Glen. 

^  Glooston. 

*  The  celebrated  Polydore  Virgil,  archdeacon  of  Wells   1507-54. 
^  Surname  illegible. 

*  Interlined  above  sancti  Petri  quod  dicitur  ad  Vi^wula  cancelled. 
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Capella  de  Thorp  Langton.^    Dominus  Willelmus  Westeryng. 

parochiani    habent    ad    proui- 
Johannes  Cowper  dendum  pro  nouo  tabernaculo 

Willelmus  Grocoke    >  siue  canapio  citra  festum  sancti 
Johannes  Jarves        [    Petri  quod  dicitur  ad  Vincula 

J     sub  pena  vj  s.  viij  d. 

Capella  de  Tyrlington.-    Dominus  Willelmus  Richardson  eapel- 
lanus  ibidem. 


}  habent    festum    sancti    Petri 
pena  nj  s,  uij 


rp,  Q       fii  naoeiii     lestum     sancti     irerri 

ihomas  tomyth  I    proximum^  ad  reparandum  sub 


Willelmus  rVm  j  ^^a  Ti? f  iitf  d""''^''"'"'"  ' 
fo.  6. 

Gartre  Decanatus 

ViSITATTJS  VLTIMO  JUNH  APUD  HaRBOROW  AnNO  DOMINI  151 8.^ 

BoswoURTH.5  Rector  non  residet  .  Cancellus  et  rectoria  sunt 
ruinosi.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Chris- 
matorium  non  est  honestum. 

Holte.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  incuria  rectoris  de  Metburn  . 
Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Altare  ibidem 
non  habet  pallia. 

Thedingwourth.'  Ecclesia  ibidem  est  aliqualiter  defectiua  . 
Parochiani  iam  incipiunt  reparare. 

LuBBENHAM.     Fenestre  vitree  sunt  defectiue. 

Carleton.^     Fons  baptismalis  non  habet  coopertorium, 

Ilston  capella  de  Carleton.     Altare  non  habet  pallia  decencia. 

Kybwourth.^  Parochiani  ibidem  non  habent  ibidem  feretrum 
pro  defunctis  /  fenestre  ecclesie  sunt  fracte  .  Nauis 
ecclesie^"  defectiua  est  in  tectura  plumbea. 

GuMMELEY.     Cimiterium  ibidem  est  defectiuum. 

^  Chapel  to  Church  Langton. 

-Tut  Langton,  chapel  to  Church  Langton. 

*  Apparently  29  June,    1519.     They  were  given  a  year  for  repairs. 

*  The  date  and  place  of  the  visitation,  omitted  from  the  previous  set  of  entries. 
Only  one  day  was  allowed  in  the  progianune  for  this  large  deaneiy,  and  more  than 
one  clerk  was  engaged  upon  the  visitation. 

*  Husbands  Bosworth,  rectius  Boreaworth. 

"Written  over  Metburn  .  Holte  cancelled.  Holt  (Nevill  Holt)  is  a  chapel  to 
Medbourne. 

'  Cimiterium  cancelled.  Ecclesia  is  the  body  of  the  church  as  distinct  from 
the  chancel,  the  repairs  of  which  lay  with  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Leicester  as 
proprietors. 

*  Carlton  Curlieu. 

^  Kibworth  Beauchamp.     There   was  a  manorial  free  chapel   in  the  adjoining 
Kibworth  Harcourt. 
*"  iSunt  cancelled. 
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Stanton  Wyvell.  Vestimenta  ecclesie  non  sunt  integra  .  Cimi- 
terium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

Slauston.  Fenestre  vitree  in  in^  cancello  sunt  defectiue  .  Non 
est  ibidem  lucerna'  pro  deferendo  corpore  dominico. 

Welham.  Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  defectiue  /  Cimiterium 
non  est  bene  clausum. 

Haloughton.  Ricardus  Grymson  est  notatus  de  incontinencia 
cum  Mergareta  Squere  .  Ricardus  Pyke  debet  ecclesie 
de  Haloughton  certas  pecunias. 

fo.  ed. 

Gartre 

Cranehoo.     Cancellus  est  defectiuus. 

HoRNYNGWOLD.     Omnia  bene. 

Stokfaston.^     Rector  non  residet. 

Laughton.  Non  habent  ibidem  pallia  et  albas*  pro  altaribus 
consecratis. 

Brynghurst.  Dominus  Robertus  Worthington  impregnauit 
famulam  suam  Aliciam  .  Idem  vicarius  ante  hoc 
duas  procreauit  proles  ex  quadam  Elisabet  famula 
sua  in  scandalum  suum  magnum  .  Peperit  mulier 
in  vicaria  sua. 

EsTON.^  Sedilia  in  choro  sunt  defectiua  /  et  fenestre  vitree  ibidem 
sunt  defectiue. 

ScRAPTOFT.  Fenestre  vitree  in  ecclesia  sunt  defectiue  .  Est 
defectus  in  pauimento. 

Thirneby.     Fenestre  vitree  sunt  fracte. 

EviNGTON.     ^Tectura  ecclesie  est  defectiua. 

BiLLESDON.     Est  quedam  campana  ibidem  fracta. 

RoLLESTON.'     Fenestre  vitree  sunt  fracte. 

Gawdeby.^  Parochiani  nolunt  inuenire  ceram  pro  diuinis  minis- 
trandis  die  Natiuitatis  sancti  Johannis  baptiste^  cuius 
pretextu  cogitur  capellanus  celebrare  in  aha  ecclesia. 

^  Sic.  ^  iace  cancelled.  *  Stockerston. 

*  I.e.  frontals  and  white  linen  cloths.  ^  Great  Easton,  chapel  to  Bringhurst. 
'  omnia  bene  cancelled.              '  Chapel  to  Billesdon. 

*  Goadby,  chapel  to  Billesdon. 

*  St.  John  Baptist  is  the  patron  saint  of  the  parish  church  of  Billesdon  and  of 
the  chapel  of  RoUeston, 
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fo.  7. 


Gartre  decanatus 


Sadington.     Magister  Johannes  Siluest^  rector. 

[non  residet]  Dominus  Willelmus  Carter. 

dicunt  quod  rectoria  est 
ruinosa  in  diuersis  parti- 
bus  .  Eciam  oneratur  in 
quadam  pensione  ad 
summam  xiij  solidorum 
et  quatuor  denariorum 
monasterio"^  sancte  Agate 
in  comitatu  Ebor.^ 


Robertus  Wymyswould 
WiUelmus  Clarke 
Thomas  Bramston 


Haughton.'*     Magister  Thomas  Wygeston^  rector, 
[non  residet]  Dominus  Ricardus  Whytresun  capellanus. 

Johannes  Woorthington 
Johannes  Alyn 


Omnia  bene. 


Ricardus  Rosse 
Nicholaus  Bekket 


Medborn.     Magister  Rogerus  Pysford  rector  non  residet. 
[non  residet]  Dominus  Robertus  Auerleyser^  capellanus. 

dicunt  quod  rectoria  est  ruinosa 
in  ly  longhouse  in  viz.  thak- 
kyng. 
Eciam  ecclesia  eget  reparacione  de  ly  guttere  in 
quadam  insula  sancte  Katerine'  .  Eciam  capella  beate 
Marie  eget  ly  pointyng  in  coopertura  .  Eciam  cimi- 
terium  eget  clausura  .  Habent  citra  festum^  sancti 
Michaelis  ad  reparandum  sub  pena  xx  s. 

NoVESLEY.^     Dominus^"  Ricardus  Ward  gardianus  ibidem, 
[residet]      Dominus  Willelmus  Hares  capellanus. 

Iconomi  nulli  quia  totum  in  clausura.  ^^ 

Capella  de  Ylston.^^     Dominus  Willelmus  Tylson. 
Johannes  Newby.     Omnia  bene. 

^  Silvester.  ^  ^^g  cancelled. 

'  The  Preinonstratensian  abbey  of  St.  Agatha  at  Easby. 

*  Houghton-on-the-Hill. 

*  The  brother  of  William  Wigston,  founder  of  Wyggestoii's  hospital  in  Leicester. 
Thomas  Wigston  was  canon  and  prebendary  in  the  Newarke  college  at  Leicester, 
where  he  resided.  See  Hist,  of  Hospital  and  New  College,  1937,  pp.  252,  etc.  His 
will  is  printed  in  Wyggeston  Hospital  Records,  pp.  50,  51 . 

*  The  name  is  not  clear. 

'  The  church  has  two  transeptal  chapels  of  different  design  and  proportions. 
See  Trans,  Leices.  Archaeol.  Soc.  XIII,  129-132,  with  illustrations.  These  are  the 
St.  Katherine's  aisle  and  Lady  chapel  referred  to  here. 

"  sancti  Petri  quod  dicitur  advinctda  cancelled. 

*  The  collegiate  chapel  of  Noseley,  technically  without  cure  of  souls  ;  the  old 
parish  church  had  disappeared.     See  introduction  p.  xliii. 

**•  Robertus  cancelled. 

^^  Such  parish  of  Noseley  as  there  was  lay  entirely  within  the  fences  of  the  park. 

^2  Ilston,  chapel  to  Carlton  Ciu'lieu  :    repeateti, 
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Knossington.     Dorainus  Ricardus  Lane  rector  ibidem, 
[residet]      Ricardus  Robynson  dicit  omnia  bene. 

fo.  Id.     Blank. 

fo.  8.- 

Gartre  Decanatus 

Burton  Ouerey.     Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

WiSTOW.  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  tectura  plumbea  adeo  quod 
in  pluribus  locis  pluit  in  cancellum  .  Muri  cancelli 
non  sunt  honesti. 

Flbkney.^  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  tectura  ex  lateris-  et  in 
muris  /  Est  ibidem  nisi  tantum  corporale  cum  cor- 
porax  /  Mansio  capellani  ibidem  est  ruinosa  incuria 
proprietariorum . 

Newton.^  Non  habent  ibidem  corporale  neque  pixidem  pro 
Sacramento. 

Kylby  capella.* 

Pike  WELL       ]    non  comparet  in  compertis. 

[reseruatur]     ^ 

OsELVESTON^  J    non  comparet  in  compertis. 

Knossington.^ 

Hauerburgh.'     Johannes   Hause   habet   in   domo   sua   suspiciose 
[reseruatur]    Thomam  House  fratrem  suum  et  quamdam  mulierem 

suspectam  quam  impregnauit  idem  Thomas. 

Cancellus  capelle  ibidem^  est  defectiuus  in  tectura  et 

muris. 


BowDON.     '  Cancellus    ecclesie    sancte     Marie    in    Arthenne    est 
[reseruatur]    defectiuus. 

Rectoria  de  Bowdon  magna  est  in  magna  ruina. 

Rector  nunquam  adhuc  fuit  ibidem. 

1  Fleckney,  though  apparently  a  parish  church  appi'opriated  to  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  Leicester,  was  served  by  a  curate,  and  no  vicarage  was  ordained. 
^plumbea  cancelled.     Ex  lateris  =  of  brick  tilea. 
'  Newton  Harcourt,  chapel  to  Wistow. 

*  Kilby,  chapel  to  Wistow. 

*  Owston. 

*  Repeated. 

'  Market  Harborough. 

*Thi3  refers  to  the  present  parish  church  of  St.  Denis,  which  was  a  chapel  to 
St.  Mary  in  Arden,  between  Market  Harborough  and  Great  Bowden.  It  seems 
that  at  this  period  St.  Mary  in  Arden  had  fallen  into  a  subordinate  position,  as  it 
is  mentioned  immediately  below  in  connexion  with  Great  Bowden. 

*  Ecclesia  cancelled. 
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fo.  8d. 

Gudlaxton  deconatus^ 

Thurleston.-     Parochiani  de  Thurleston  dicunt  quod  est  quidam 
capell[a]    prop  ....  cancella   est   ruinosa   in    culpa 
magistri  Turvel  parochiani  ibidem. 

Craft.*     Omnia  bene. 

Stony  Stanton.  Rector  non  residet  ibidem  .  Campanile  ibidem 
est  ruinosum,  et  iniunctum  est  eis  quod  co^  repareant 
dictum  campanile  ante  festum  Michaelis. 

OwDEBY.  Vicarius  ibidem  non  habet  aquebagilum^  .  Patronus  est 
ibidem  negligens  in  reparatione  culminis  canceUi,' 
neque  annuales  habent  distributiones  inter  pauperes. 

FosTON.  Dicit  ibidem  curatus  ipsum  non  habere  breuiarium  et 
paries  cemiterii  ibidem  est  ruinosus. 

WiGSTON.  Prior  et  conuentus  de  Lenton^  sunt  ibidem  proprietarii 
et  in  defectu  eorum  pluit  super  summum  altare  ita 
quod  omamenta  eiusdem  putrescunt,  neque  dis- 
tributiones habent  inter  pauperes,  neque  habent 
capam  cericam  quam  tenentur  proprietarii  emere, 
neque  est  ibidem  aliqua  vicaria  edificata. 
Rectoria  est  ruinosa  /  Cancellus  est  nimis  ruinosus. 

WiLLOBY  Waterlesse.  Est  quedam  fenestra  in  naui  ecclesic 
defectiua. 

Bitiswell.     Ibidem  omnia  consona. 

AsHBY  MAGNA.     Non  habent  ibidem  portiforium. 

Broghton  ASHLEY.*     Ibidem  nulla  dissona. 

Cosby.     Non  habent  cooperturam  in  summo  altari. 

1  Number  of  entries  49,  6  repeated.  Parish  churches  39,  chapels  4.  The  parish 
churches  of  Aston  Flaraville,  Claybrooko  and  Elmesthorpe  omitted.  Six  non- 
residents mentioned.  According  to  the  programme,  the  visitation  was  held  at 
Lutterworth  on  Thursday,   1  July,   1518. 

*  Written  partly  over  Desford  cancelled,  with  Wigston  cancelled  below. 

'  Sic  :  for  quedam.  The  meaning  of  the  sentence  is  not  clear.  Was  Mr.  Turville 
responsible,  as  farmer  of  the  rectory,  for  the  upkeep  of  the  chancel,  or  merely  for 
a  chapel  adjoining  the  chancel. 

«  Croft. 

^  The  clerk  began  to  write  compareant  instead  of  repareant,  and  corrected  his 
error  without  cancelling. 

*  Sic  :   for  aquebaiulum . 

'  The  prior  and  convent  of  La\ind  were  the  proprietors  of  Oadby  church,  and 
the  word  patronus  ought  to  apply  to  them.  Possibly,  however,  the  rectory  was 
in  the  occupation  of  a  lessee. 

"  The  Cluniac  priory  of  Lenton,  near  Nottingham. 

*  Broughton  Astley. 
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fo.  9. 


Blayby. 


Gudlaxton 

Parochiani  presentarunt  prout  plenius  liquet  per  rotulum 
exhibitum  in  plena  curia. 


CuNTiSTHOBP.^     Dominus  T.  Wykynbury  capellanus. 
T.  Rygeley  ] 

Ricardus  Jakeson    >   Omnia  bene. 
T.  Averey  J 

Desford     Dominus  Edmundus  rector. 

[residet]  1     dicunt  quod  Johannes  Large  et 

Johannes  Granger  dudum 
iconomi  dicte-  non  fecerunt 
compotum  de  bonis  et  pro- 
uentibus  dicte  ecclesie  et  negant 
soluere  in  presenti  .  Dicunt 
vlterius  quod  Nicholaus  Adthe 
sy  .  .■*  debet  dicte  ecclesie 
iiij  s.  ij  d."*  Willelmus  Jonson 
S  est  indebitatus  dicte  ecclesie 
ij  s.  viij  d.  Ac  Christoferus 
Blont  simihter  debet  dicte 
ecclesie  iij  s.  iiij  d.  De  istis 
summis  soluendis  petunt  reme- 
dium  Vnde  judex  decreuit^ 
dictos  debitores  citandos  fore 
ad  satisfaciendum  huiusmodi 
debito  ecclesie  antedicte  citra 
festum  sancti  Michaelis. 

Stonystanton.®     Magister  Christoferus  Fowler  rector  ibidem, 
[non  residet]  Dominus  Willelmus  Grynnis. 

dicunt'     quod     campanile    est 


Johannes  Borow 
Johannes  Stafford 


Johannes  Rede 
Ricardus  Gosse 
Ricardus  Moorton 


rumosum    .    Habent    ad    suffi- 
>  cienter  reparandum   citra  Fes- 
tum sancti  Petri  quod  dicitur 
ad  Vincula  sub  pena  xx  s. 


FOSTON.^      . 

[non  residet] 


Comissario' 


'  Countesthorpe,  chapel  to  Blaby.  ^  ecclesie  omitted. 

'  Possibly  syde.     The  surname  thus  would  be  Atteayde. 

*  ijd  appears  to  be  altered  from  iiijd. 

*  Part  of  a  word  cancelled. 

^  Repeated,   together  with  the  presentation  about  the  bell-tower. 
'  Omnia  betie  and  quod  ecclesia  est  cancelled. 

*  Repeated.  *  The  only  word  of  the  entry  now  legible. 
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Enderby.  Dicunt  quod  quidam  Robertus  Chaumberleyn  et 
Johannes  Browne  antiqui  iconomi  dicte  ecclesie  pro 
tribus  annis^  elapsis  non  fecerunt  compotum  de  bonis 
ecclesie,  et  quod-  non  habent  fiolas^  et  non  habent'* 
pannum  lineum  ad  involuendum  corpus  dominicum 
in  pixide  .  Et  quod  fons  baptismalis  et  crismatorium 
non  seruantur  sub  sera  et  clauibus  .  Conquestus  est 
curatus  aduersus^  parochianos. 

fo.  Qd. 

Gudlaxton 

Parochiani  de  Enderby  dicunt  quod  cancellus  ecclesie 
sancti  Johannis  que  est  inatrix  ecclesia^  est  in  maxima 
ruina  viz.  in  coopertura  in  muris  et  in  fenestris  vetriis 
culpa  abbatis  et  conuentus  Leicestrie  .  Eciam  dicunt 
quod  abbas  et  conuentus  Leicestrie  ex  antiquo 
solebant  distribuere  inter  pauperes  parochianos  ibidem 
annuatim  vnum  quarterium  ordei  et  per  xvi  annos 
elapsos  nullas  distributiones  fecit'  vt  asserunt  huius- 
modi  iconomi. 

Shawell.     Rector  conquestus  est  quod  parochiani  vtuntur  diuersis 
[residet]        frivulis  tempore  diuinorum  in  maximum  nocumentum 
presbiteri  parochialis  ibidem  omnia  seruicia  celebrantis 
et  cantantis.*^ 

South  Kylwourth.  Iniunctum  est  parochianis  quod  facient 
sufficientem  clausuram  dicti  cimiterii  .  Habent  citia 
festum*  reliquiarum  ^°  proxime  futurum  ad  reparandum 
sub  pena  x  s. 

LuTTERWOURTH.  Dicunt  iconomi  ibidem  quod  quidam  Magister 
[non  residet  Willelmus  Fylding  de  Nevenham  in  comitatu  Warwici^^ 
alio  beneficio  debet  ecclesie   antedicte   xxvj  s.   viij  d.    quos   habuit 

vocato^^  ex ^^  ex  antiquis  iconomis  per  decem    annos 

Rotheley  elapsos  .  Magister  hospitahs  sancti  Johannis  de 
residet]  Lutterwourth    debet    dicte    ecclesie    x  s.    vj  d.       Ac 


*  se  cancelled. 

*  A  word  cancelled. 


'  s  cancelled. 

'I.e.  cruets  for  use  at  mass. 

^  Words  cancelled  below. 

*  The  chvtrch  of  Enderby  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptist.  The  reason  of  the 
insistence  upon  its  being  a  mother  church  is  not  clear,  but  it  is  possible  that  the 
abbot  and  convent  of  Leicester  had  attempted  to  evade  responsibility  bj'  mis- 
representing its  status. 

"  Sic  :  for  fecerunt. 

*  Some  words  cancelled.  The  '  parish  priest  '  is  of  course  not  the  rector  himself, 
but  the  parochial  curate  or  chaplain. 

*  Letters  cancelled. 

^'' Relic  Sunday  in   1518  fell  on   11  July.  ^^  voca  cancelled. 

12  William  Feilding  of  Newnham  Paddox,  still  the  seat  of  the  Feildings,  earls  of 
Denbigh. 

13  Word  illegible. 
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Johannes*     Sutton    iconomus    debet    eidem    ecclesie 

xs Willelmus  Waleston  xs.     Ricardus  Ban- 

nam  viij  s.  x  d.  cum  xx  d.  alio  tempore  Ricardus 
.  .  .  vj  s.  viij  d.  Johannes  Nedes  vij  s.  Edmundus 
Williames  vij  s.  Johannes  Hoplye  vij  s.  Magister 
Martinus  Fylding  x  s.  Et  quod  magister  hospitalis 
sancti  Johannis  non  seruat  hospitaUtatem  prout 
tenetur. 

Narbarow.     Rectoria  est  ruinosa  in  diuersis  locis  eiusdem. 
[Magister 
doctor  Darley 
non  residet] 

Shernford.  Habent  iniunccionem  ad  reparandum  fontem  bap- 
tismalem  et  ad  prouidendum  pro  nouo  superpellicio 
pro  presbitero  citra  festum^  Assumpcionis  beate  Marie 
proxime  futurum  sub  pena  x  s.  Necnon  quod  pro- 
uideant  quod  fenestris  vitrie  sufficienter  reparand'^ 
citra  idem  festum  antedictum  sub  pena  predicta. 

DoNTON.*  Dicunt  quod  cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  coopertura  , 
Complura  comperta  continentur  in  quadam  scedula 
iudici  exhibita. 

ROTBY.5 


Ernesby. 


fo.  10. 


Prior  et  conuentus  de  Caldewell^  proprietarii  ibidem. 
Dominus  Ricardus  Paybody  vicarius. 
Johannes  Palmer  ^    ^       .     , 
Johannes  Smyth    /  ^°^^*^  b^"^' 


Gudlaxton 


Mysterton. 


Willelmus  Wright 
Thomas  HoUous 


Johannes  Wate 
Johannes  Campion 


iconomi  dicunt  omnia  bene 
preter  quod  E.  vxor 
magistri  parochiani 
Thome  Pulteney 
non'  affuit  in 
ecclesia^  ex  festo 
omnium  sanctorum 
vltimo  elapso. 
Eciam  dixerunt  huiusmodi  iconomi  quod  dictus 
magister  Pulteney  subtraxit  duas  virgatas  terre  a 
dicta  ecclesia  legatas  per  Aliciam  Smyth  de  eadem. 

^  Letters  cancelled.  -  st  cancelled. 

*  Sic  :   read  pro  fenestris  vitriis  sufficienter  reparandis. 

*  Duntou  Basset.  *  Ratby. 

'  Caldwell  priory  near  Bedford.  '  extitit  cancelled. 

^  Interlined  above  neque  frequentauit  cancelled. 
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Magister  Pulteney  detinet  deciraas  agnonim  et  lane  / 
et  idem  magister  Pulteney  habet  et  occupat  octo 
virgatas  terre  de  gleba  ecclesie  inuito  rectore^  et  nichil 
vult  soluere  .  Dicte  viij  virgate  terre  valent  coniunctim 
V  li.  Idem  magister  Pulteney  habet  iiij  virgatas  terre 
inclusas  et  nichil  propterea  soluit  nomine  decime  /  ad 
valorem  iiij  li,  et  idem  magister  Pulteney  habet 
quasdam  clausuras  olim  rectoris  illius  ecclesie. 

fo.  lOd.     Blank. 

fo.  11. 

Gudlaxton  decanatus 

Thorp  Thomas.^ 

SwiNEFORD.  Pauimentum  ecclesie  ibidem  minime  reparatur.  Est 
ibidem  quedam  cantaria  cuius  fundatio  non  dum 
auditur.^ 

NoRTHKiLNEWORTH.  Magister  Willelmus  Turpin  cum  ceteris  aliis 
habent  bona  ecclesie  et  non  soluit  .  Rectoria  ibidem 
est  in  toto  ruinosa  ut  dicunt. 

Sapcote.  Curatus  ibidem  non  auffert  angnos  decimales*  tempore 
consueto. 

Sharneford.^ 

Froles WORTH.     Nulla  sunt  ibidem  reformanda. 

Brantinthorp.^  Non  habent  capam  cericam,  neque  porte  eiusdem 
in  cemitorio  sunt  sufficientes. 

Peteling  parua.     Non  habent  portiforium. 

Kymcote.'     Omnia  consona  ibidem. 

GiLMURTON.     Fenestre  vitree  ibidem  in  cancello  sunt  fracte. 

Knaptoft.  Rector  ibidem  non  residet  .  /  Baptisterium  non  custodit 
aquam. 

Mowseley.^     Omnia  consona. 
Shetheby.'    Crismatorium  non  sufficiens. 

^  There  were  actually  two  rectors  of  Misterton,  a  church  of  moieties.  Both  are 
named  in  1526. 

2  Catthorpe. 

'  For  the  chantry  in  Swinford  church  and  its  alleged  foundation  see  Assoc.  Arch. 
Soc.  Reports  ds  Papers,  XXX,  495,  559-562  ;    Val.  EccL,  IV,   184. 

*  Letter  cancelled.  *  Repeated. 

*  Bruntingthorpe.  '  T  cancelled. 

*  Chapel  to  Knaptoft.  *  Sheasby,  chapel  to  Knaptoft. 
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Magna  Peteling.  Aquebagilus  ibidem  non  est  obediens  curato 
in  licitis,  neque  fenestre  ecclesie  ibidem  sunt  reparate 
vt  decet. 

Glenfild.     Omnia  bene. 

Braunston.^     Cimiterium  ibidem  non  est  clausum. 

Ayleston.     Porte  cimiterii  non  sunt  sufficientes. 

fo.  lid. 

Radby."^  Dominus  marcis^  pretendit  habere  ibidem  omnem 
iurisdiccionem  ecclesiasticam  et  eandem  occupat. 

Lere.*     Omnia  bene. 

AsHBY  PARUA.     Omnia  bene. 

Yerenesby.^ 

Cotesbach.  Cancellum  ibidem  non  est  bene  coopertum,  et  habent 
ad  preparandum^  linthiamina. 

North  Kilwurth.'  Willelmus  Turpyn  debet  ecclesie  ibidem  xxx  li. 
Executores  Willelmi  Belgraue  habent  hbrum  debi- 
torum  ecclesie  et  nolunt  restituere  .  Amisia  Prat 
debet  ecclesie  vj  s.  viij  d.  Ricardus  Pag  debet  ecclesie 
iij  8.  iiij  d.  Thomas  Herton  de  Castell  Ascheby^ 
debet  ecclesie  vj  s.  viij  d.  et  Johannes  Eyr  de  Stanford' 
iiij  8.  Willelmus  Lefe  non  soluit  decimas  ouium 
suarum. 

fo.  12. 

Sparkenhoi" 

ijdo  Julii  Anno  1518  per 


Sybbesdon.^^     Parochiani  dicunt  quod  carent  manuale  et  super- 
[non  residet]  pellicio  et  quod  rectoria  est  ruinosa  in  nonnullis  locis. 

^  Chapel  to  Glenfield.  -  Ratby  :   repeated. 

'  I.e.  the  lord  marquess.  Henry  Grey,  marquess  of  Dorset.  The  castle  or  manor- 
house  of  Groby,  the  seat  of  the  Greys,  was  in  this  parish,  and  the  church  of  Ratby, 
though  appropriated  to  the  prioress  and  convent  of  Nuneaton,  was  regarded  as  a 
peculiar  belonging  to  the  lords  of  Groby. 

*  Loire.  *  Amesby  :    repeated. 

*  Sic  :    should  probably  be  reparanduyn.  '  Repeated. 

*  In  Northamptonshire.  *  Probably  Stanford-on-Avon. 

^o  The  visitation  was  held  at  Market  Bosworth.  Niunber  of  entries  :  26,  2 
repeated.  20  parish  churches,  4  chapels.  The  churches  of  Hinckley  and  Newbold 
Verdon  omitted.     Seven  non-resident  rectors. 

"  Sibson. 
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Parochiani  habent  ad  prouidendum  pro  noua^  manuale 

et   pro   nouo   superpellicio  citra  festum   sancti   Petri 

quod  dicitur  ad^'incula  sub  pena. 

Dominus  Johannes  Vincent  capellanus  de  Shepey-  habet  ad 

exhibendum  litteras  ordinum  suorum   proximo   die  sabbati   apud 

Leicestriam.      Frater   suus   soluit    xj  d    pro    absolucione    magistro 

Swane. 


Caytby.^     Dominus    Henricus    Sutton    moram    facit     super    alio 
[non  residet]   beneficio    vocato    Newton    Saint    Low^   in   comitatu 
Sumersett  iuxta  Bayth'.^ 
Dominus  Ricardus  Stone  capellanus. 

dicunt  quod  rectoria  est  ruinosa 
in  diuersis  locis  eiusdem  et  can- 
cellus  est  iam  in  reparando  . 
Eciam  dicunt  quod  prior  de 
Dunstable  est  patronus  dicte 
ecclesie  cui  annuatim  dictus 
rector  soluit  vj  s.  viij  d. 


T.  Ball 
Robertus  Gierke 


Norton.®     Dominus  Johannes  Horme'  rector.     Rector  dicit  quod 
pixis  non  est  sufficiens. 

dicunt    quod    cimiterium    insuffi- 

cienter  clauditur  et  quod  mansum 

y   rectorie  est  in  magna  ruina.  Habet 

idem  rector  terminum ad 

reparandum  mansum  rectorie. 


Thomas  Horme 
Johannes  Scot 


Hethbr.    Dominus  Robertus  Day  rector  moram  facit  apud  sanctum 

[non  residet]  Sithney  cum  magistro  Newport.** 

Dominus  Willelmus  Bedell  capellanus  dicit  quod 
portoforium  est  est^  insufficiens  .  Parochiani  habent 
festum  Exaltacionis  sancte  Crucis  et^"  prouidendum 
pro  nouo  portiforio. 

W.  Smyth  \     dicunt    quod    fenestre    vitree    in 

Thomas  Bedell    /      cancello  sunt  ruinose. 


Thornton.     Abbas   et   conuentus   Leicestrie   proprietarii   ibidem. 
Dominus  Henricus  Melling  vicarius. 

1  Sic  :    for  nouo. 

-  In  1526  John  Vincent  was  rector  of  the  second  moiety  of  Sheepy. 

^  Cadeby. 

*  Sutton   was   instituted  to  Newton  St.  Loe,   13  May,   1504,  and  vacated  it  by 
death  before  23  Sept.,   1521    (Weaver,  Som.  Incumbents,  p.  278). 

^  Bath.  *  Norton-juxta-Twycross.  '  Called  Orrae  ui   1520. 

*  The  identity  of  master  Newport  is  not  clear.     Sithney  is  in  the  west  of  Cornwall, 
near  Helston  :    the  church  was  appropriated  to  the  collegiate  chui-ch  of  Glasney. 

9  Sic.  i«  Sic  :   for  ad. 
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T.  Webster 
W.  Ormeston 


fo.   I2d. 


dicunt  quod  portiforium  non  est 
sufficiens  et  quod  crismatorium  non 
seruatur  sub  clauibus  .  Iniunctum 
est  paroehianis  quod  prouideant  pro 
nouo  portiforio  ac  pro  claue  et  sera 
pro  crismatorio. 


Barwell.     Dominus  Thomas  Angell  rector. 

[non  residet]  Dominus  Henricus  Tayler  capellanus. 

habent    festum    sancti 


Georgius  Cooks 
Willelmus  Ballard 


Petri 
quod  dicitur  advincula  ad  clau- 
>  dendum  cimitorium  sufficienter 
citra  festum  sancti  Petri  quod 
dicitur  advincula  sub  pena^  ij  s. 
Eciam  dicunt  quod  inhabitantes  infra  hamelectum  de 
Stapylton  non  contribuunt  ad  fabricam  et  manu- 
tenenciam  matricis  ecclesie  et  quod  iconomi  prouideant 
pro  nouo  crismatorio  et  pro  vno  panno  lineo  pro 
lectuario.' 
Capella.^ 

Ybstoke.     Dominus  Willelmus  Watson  rector. 

[non  residet]  Dominus  Thomas  Skamonden  capellanus. 

Nota  Nota  ad  inquirendum  de  moribus capellani 

^  Rector  non  suppedatat^  sumptus  diaconi. 
Sexto  die  Julii  anno  domini  m^  ccccc™o  xviij^o  coram  magistris 
Thoma  Swayn  et  Johanne  Silvester  commissariis  constitutus  per- 
sonaliter  magister  Willelmus^  Browai  nuncius  episcopi  Carliolensis  et 
peciit  Jacobum  Barow  de  Horncaster  tunc  ibidem  presentem  et  ad 
indicium  citatum  pro  eo  quod  ipse  maliciose  et  contra  voluntatem 
expressam  prefati  domini  episcopi  Carliolensis  rectoris  ecclesie  de 
Horncastre  predicta  retraxit  quoddam'  murum  ex  altera  parte 
cancelli  ipsius  parochiaHs  ecclesie  excommunicariet  pro  tali  denunciari, 
in  presentia  eiusdem  Jacobi  Barowe  fatentis  se  retraxisse  illud*^ 
murum,  allegantis  se  hoc  fecisse  de  mandato  magistri  Ricardi  Roston 
cancellarii  .  Vnde  dicti  domini  commissarii  assignarunt  sibi  ad 
probandum  quod  dictus  magister  Ricardus  Roston  taliter  sibi 
mandauit  citra  festum  natiuitatis  beate  Marie  virginis  proxime 
futurum,  quod  ipse  Jacobus  se  facturum  promisit,  alias  in  ex- 
communicacionem®  incedere.'" 

^  A  sum  cancelled.  ^  Lectuarium  seems  here  to  be  a  lectern. 

*  Probably  Stapleton,  but  there  was  another  cliapel  to  Barwell  at  Potters  Maraton. 

*  This  note  is  in  another  hand.  *  Sic  :   for  suppeditat. 

*  Above  Robertus  cancelled.  '  Sic  :   should  bo  quendam. 

*  Sic  :   for  ilium.  *  incidisse  cancelled. 

1"  Sic  :  for  incidere.  This  irrelevant  memorandum  is  introduced  here  because 
the  incident  occurred  dui'ing  the  Leicester  visitation.  In  the  official  programme 
of  which  part  remains  (see  App.  I)  Monday,  5  July,  was  appointerl  tor  the 
visitation  of  Gracedieu  priory,  and  on  6  July  the  commissaries,  as  appears  below, 
were  at  Loughborovigii,  visiting  the  deanery  of  Akeley. 
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fo.  13. 

SparkenhoQi 

Shepy.^     Rector  partis  australis  non  residet. 

Wetherley. 

CuNSTON.^  ^Rector  ibidem  non  residet  sed  in  alio  beneficio  in 
Northhamton  nominato  Bodington^  .  Carent  ibidem 
superpellicio.     Cetera  omnia  bene. 

Shakerston.  Non  habent  pixidem  sufficientem  ac  introitum 
ecclesie  minime  reparatur  .  Rectoria  ibidem  est  in 
toto  ruinosa  :  est  eciam  cancellus  ruinosus  totaliter  . 
Neque  habent  lampadem  in  culpa  Thome  Burton. 

Orton.*  Parochiani  et  curatus  ibidem  nulla  ibidem  esse  reparanda 
fatentur. 

Pekilton.  Cimiterium  dudum  ruinosum  iam  reparatur  et  deest 
linthiamen  altaris. 

HiGHAM.'  Rector  ibidem  omnia  bene  se  habere  dicit  preterquam 
fracturam  assis  in  altero  latere  cuiusdam  portiferii.^ 

Naylston.  Rector  ibidem  non  recipit  decimam  partem  ligni 
ibidem  venditi. 

NoRMANTON.®  Cemitorium  quoque  capelle  de  Barton^"  inmunde 
de  eadem.     conseruatus^^      Non  habent  portiferium. 

CuNSTON.^^     Dicunt  quod  omnia  bene. 

Appulby.    Rector  ibidem  dicit  non  habere  pixidem  sufficientem. 

Markefeld.  Curatus  ibidem  dicit  quod  cemitorium  ibidem  non 
consone  includitur. 

Market  Bosworth.     Fenestre  ecclesie  ibidem  sunt  defectiue. 

HuccuLSCOTE."     In  ^*neutra  capella  portiferia  sunt  conuenientia. 

Feni  Drayton.     Deest  ibidem  portiferium. 

^  A  letter  cancelled.  ^  The  second  entry  relating  to  Sheepy. 

'  Congerstone.  *  W  cancelled. 

'  Boddington  in  the  deanery  of  Brackley.  William  Marshall,  inst.  18  March 
1507-8  (Bridges  I,  106)  was  rector  of  Boddington  and  of  Witherley  in  1526  and  1535. 
This  statement  therefore  belongs  to  the  preceding  entry. 

*  Orton-on-the-Hill.  '  Higham-on-the-Hill. 

*  I.e.  one  of  the  boards  in  which  the  breviary  was  bound  was  broken. 

*  Normanton-le-Heath,  chapel  to  Nailstone. 
^^  Barton-in-Fabis,  chapel  to  Nailstone. 

^^  Sic  :   for  conseruatur.  ^^  Repeated. 

"  Hugglescote,  chapel  to  Ibstock.      The  other  chapel  was  Donington-le-Heath. 

^*  A  letter  cancelled. 
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KiRBY  MALORE,  Gardianus  presentauit  quod  capella  ex  boriali 
parte  est  ruinosa  et  muri  circa  ecclesiam  sunt  ruinosi, 
aliaque  capella^  optime  se  habet. 

Barleston."  Cemitorium  et  fons  rainime  sunt  conuenientia, 
reparanda  iuxta  festum  diue  Marie  Annunciationis 
sub  pena  x  solidorum. 

fo.   13d. 

fo.  14.     !>   Blank. 

fo.  14c?. 

fo.  15. 

Framland  decanatus^ 

Wemundham.*  Rector  ibidem  dicit  quod  non  habet  pallia  siue 
linthiamina  pro  altare  et  non  habent  antiphonarium 
ad  psalterium  .  Porte  cemitorii  sunt  fracte  .  Pueri 
et  etiam  aUj  seniores  strepitum  faciunt  neu  quis 
audiat  diuina  .  Discedunt  eciam  parochiani  ante 
finita  matutina  officia. 

Thorpedmer.^  Rector  pro  parte  sua  dicit  quod  campanile  minatur 
ruinam  neque  volunt  exhibere  clericum  seruientem 
continue  .  Parochiani  etiam  dicunt  arcum  quendam 
cancelli  minari  ruinam  et  non^  sunt  etiam  vitree 
fenestre  defectiue. 

Wyfordby.  Non  habent  ibidem  portiforium  .  Parochiani  dicunt 
baptisterium  non  sub  cera  conseruari. 

Claxton.'  Vicarius  ibidem  residet  .  Dicunt  quandam^  Ricardum 
Fawkez  incontinenter  viuere  cum  quadam  vxore 
nuncupata  Hiding  de  eadem.     Cetera  bene. 

HowES.^  Dicunt  quod^"  cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  quodam  muro 
ibidem  :  distillat  etiam  pluuia  super  summum  altare. 

^  I.e.  the  chapel  in  the  south  aisle.  *  Chapel  to  Bosworth. 

*  Plate  and  elate  of  visitation  not  stated,  but  given  in  the  programme  as  Melton 
Mowbray,  15  July,  1518.  Number  of  entries  37,  viz.  34  parish  chiu"ches,  3  chapels. 
Churches  omitted  :  Dalby  Parva,  Goadby  Marwood,  Nether  Broughton,  Scalford 
and  Withcote.  Dalby  Parva  and  Scalford,  however,  are  supplied  p.  34  below.  Four 
non-resident  rectors  and  one  non-resident  vicar  reported. 

*  Wymondham.     Howys  (i.e.  Hose)  cancelled. 

*  Edmondthorpe.  The  ease  is  one  of  inciunbent  and  parishioners  putting  in 
counter-claims.  He  asserts  that  the  bell-tower  is  in  need  of  repair  :  they  call  upon 
him  to  repair  the  chancel. 

*  Sic.     The  negative  obviously  is  not  needed.  '  Long  Clawson, 

*  Sic  :  for  quendam.  *  Hose,  ^'*  p  cancelled. 
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Barkiston.     Clausula   cemitorii   est   defectiua   ac   vnica   fenestra 

vitria  cancelli  ruinosa  est  .  Pauimementum^ 

valet. 

Eyton.2    Clausula  cemitorii  est  defectiua  ac  etiam  fenestre  vitree. 

Saltby.  Vicarius  ibidem  dicit  non  esse  sedilia^  .  Est  etiam  cemi- 
torium  ruinosum  in  toto. 

Croxton.^  Vicarius  non  habet  pixidem  sufficientem,  neque  cancellus 
bene  raporetur.^ 

Sproxton.  Desunt  ibidem  libri  quorum  defectu  nequeunt  diuina 
cantare  .  Dicunt  quod  quidam  Willelmus  Mason  non 
obseruat  diuina  officia  ac  suspicitur^  Johanna 
Johnson. 

Thorparnold.  Pauimentum'  non  reparatur  in  defectu  abbatis 
Liecestrie.^ 

Brantingby,^    Parietes  ecclesie  sunt  ruinose. 

fo.  15d. 

Framland 

Garthorp.  Dicunt  quod  canceUum  non  est  edificatum  neque 
parietes  ecclesie  sunt  dealbate.^^ 

Redmell.^^  Est  ibidem  quidam  adolescens  nominatus  Perce  non 
obseruans  diuina. 

Saxby.  Baptisterium  non  tute  conseruatur,  estque  finis  ^^  cancelli 
ruinosus. 

Stonesby.     Dominus  commissarius  habet  billam  eorum. 

Bronston.^^     Deest  ibidem  cera  baptistarii. 

Stapleford.     Coopertura  cancelli  est  ruinosa. 

SoMERBY.     Quodam^*  lumen  ab  antiquo  fundatum  non  conseruatur. 

Freby.^^     Carent  ibidem  libris. 

»  Sic.  2  Eaton. 

^  If  the  sedilia  in  the  chancel  are  meant,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  proprietors,  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Drax  in  Yorkshire,  to  provide  them. 

*  Croxton  Kyriel.  ^  Sic  :   for  reparatur. 

*  Apparently  this  is  the  word.     Possibly  auspicilur  cum  is  meant. 
'  A  letter  cancelled. 

*  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Leicester  were  proprietors. 
'  Brentingby,  chapel  to  Thorpe  Arnold. 

10  Written  over  the  same  word  begim  and  cancelled.  *^  Redmile. 

12  Presumably  the  east  end  or  gable.  '*  Branston -by-Bel voir. 

^*^  Sic  :  for  quoddam.  ^^  Freeby,  cliapel  to  Melton  Mowbray. 
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Plungarth.     Parietes  sunt  defectiue  in  ecclesia. 

Cold  ouerton.  Parochiani  non  soluent  decimas  lane  .  Etiam 
communicatio  tempore  diuinorum  minime'  reforraari 
potest. 

Melton.'^  Vicarius  dicit  quod  non  potest  defendere  animalia 
viKa  incuria  parochianorum  in  cemitorio. 

Welby.^     Carent  duobus  vestimentis. 
fo.  16. 

Framland  Decanatus 

Abkatylby.  Vicarius  ibidem  est  pluraUs  quia  est  eciam  rector 
de  Saxulby*  in  decanatu  de  Goscote  et  facit  resi- 
denciam  super ^  alio  suo  beneficio  et  dimisit^  curam 
suam  cuiusdam'  capellano  /  et  tenet  fructus  dicte 
vicarie  sue  in  manus  suas  proprias. 
Dicunt  iconomi  quod  cancellus  ibidem  est  defectiuu^ 
in  ly  desks,  et  quod  prior  et  conuentus  de  Laund* 
debent  distribuere  inter  pauperes  parochianos  ibidem 
iiij  s.  et  non  fecerunt  per  nouem  annos, 

CosTON.     Cimiterium   eget   reparacione   in    clausura,    ac    cancellus 
[residet]        eget  reparacione  in  coopertura. 

MusTON.      Dicunt   omnia   bene.     Magister   doctor   Clyfton   rector 
[non  residet]  non  residet. 

Knypton.     Dicunt  parochiani  quod  cimiterium  eget  clausura. 

BoTTiSFORD.      Dicunt    omnia    bene    preter   ea    que    sunt    iam    in 
[non  residet]  reparando  viz.   rectoria  cancellus  ac   ceteri  defectus 
eiusdem  .... 

Harston.     Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  coopertura.     Eciam  ecclesia 
[non  residet]  est  ruinosa  ac  crismatorium  non  seruatur  sub  sera 

et  claui  ac  carent ^'^  rocheto  .  Habent  terminum  viz. 

festum    sancti   Michaelis   proximum    ad    reparandum 

omnes  defectus  et  ad  ordinandum  .   .   .  rochet  .   .  . 

crismatorio  .  .  . 

1  Communicatio  refers  to  talking  during  divine  service.     Apparently  there  were 
no  means  of  stopping  it. 

"  Melton  Mowbray.  '  Chapel  to  Melton  Mowbray. 

*  In  1526  Robert  Myles  or  Mylls  held  both  benefices,  which  are  not  far  apart. 

*  huiusmodi  vicalria]  cancelled.  *  vicariam  suam  et  cancelled. 
'  Sic  :   for  cuidam,.             *  Written  above  ruinosun  cancelled. 

*  The  proprietors  of  the  church  of  Abkettleby.  i"  rot  cancelled. 
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Kyrkeby  \    Dicunt^   ianua  cimiterii  est  ruinosa   et   quod    pueri 
Bellers   J     ibidem   sonum   faciunt   indecenter   quod    durum    est 

diuina    audire Eciam   dieunt 

quod  nonnuUi  sunt  qui  sunt  communes  fabulatores 
tempore  diuinorum  viz.  Thomas  Shaw  Johannes- 
Okes  Johannes  Sanson  Robertus  Thomas  Laurencius 
Dau  .  .  . 

Iniunxit^  curato  ibidem  quod  moneat  dictos  fabu- 
latores pubHce  in  ecclesia  tempore  diuinorum  quod 
reforment  se^  in  mehus  alias  quod  ostenderunt. 


fo.   IGd. 


Framland 


Barow.^    Iconomi  dieunt  quod  clausura  eget  ianua  .  Cetera  bene  . 
[residet]  Habent  festum  sancti   Petri  quod   dicitur  advincula 

ad  reparandum*  huiusmodi  ianuam, 

BuKMYSTER.  Iconomi  ibidem  dieunt  quod  vna'  fenestra  in  cancdlo 
ibidem  ac  alia*  fenestra  in  naui  ecclesie  sunt  ruinose  . 
Eciam  ecclesia  est  ruinosa  in  coopertura  viz.  in 
plumbo. 

EsTWELL.     Dieunt  iconomi  quod  carent  canapio  pro  sacramento  . 

[non  residet]  Et  quod  nauis  ecclesie  in  omnibus  suis  partibus  est 
defectiuus^  .  Eciam  fons  baptismahs  et  crismatorium 
non  seruantur  sub  sera  et  claue  .  Eciam  dieunt  quod 
Willelmus  Brabyson^"  detinet  vnam  ly  bakon  ab 
ecclesia  .  Eciam  Rectoria  est  in  vltimata  ruina  et^^ 
in  omnibus  suis  partibus  .  Eciam  cancellus  est  ruinosus 

quia      eget Eciam      presentat^^      dominus 

Henricus^^  Petvin  curatus  ibidem  quod  quidam 
Willelmus  Brabyson  de  eadem  tenuit  incontinenti- 
nenter^*  per^^  duodecim  annos  continuos  quandam 
mulierem  vocatam  Agnetem  C'ryspin  et  cum  eadem 
suscitauit  septem  proles. 

1  quod  omitted.  ^  A  name  cancelled. 

*  He,  i.e.  the  commissary,  enjoined.  No  vicarage  was  ordained  in  the  church 
of  Kirkby  Bellars,  which  was  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Austin  canons  that 
in  1359  had  taken  the  place  of  the  college  of  secular  chaplains  founded  in  the  chapol 
of  St.  Peter  forty  years  earlier. 

*  ofl  cancelled. 

''  Burrough-on-the-Hill. 

*  sub  pe)ia  cancelled. 
'' festra  cancelled. 
*/es  (cancelled. 

'  Sic  :   for  defectiua. 

1"  A  letter  cancelled. 

^^  ensufficienter  relevetur  cancelled. 

'"  Ic  and  capellanus  cancelled.  ^*  Palm  cancelled, 

'*  Sic,  1*  A  letter  cancelled. 
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Waltham.^  Dicunt  iconomi  quod  causura-  cimiterii  non  sufficienter 
clauditur. 

Stathern.     Dicunt  iconomi  quod  cancellus  est  ruinosus  viz.   in 
[non  residet]  plumbo^  et  coopertura  .  Eciam  ecclesia  similiter  est 

ruinosa    .   Habent    festum^    Michaelis    proximum    ad 

reparandum  sub  pena  xs. 

Heeby.  Iconomi  dicunt  quod  libri  non  sufficiunt  ac  fenestre  vitree 
in  naui  ecclesie^  sunt  ruinose  et  fracte  .  Eciam 
aquebaiulus  est  nimis  negligens  in  seruando  ornamenta 
ecclesie  predicte  .  Cetera  bene  .  Eciam  rector  dicit 
quod  Robertus  Dubylday  dicte  parochie  subtrahit 
decimas  de  rectore  ibidem  viz.  garbarum  quarundam 
terrarum  existencium  in  campis  iam  seminatis  .  Habet* 
iniunctionem  per  dominum  commissarium  quod  soluat 
integram  suam  decimam  dicto  rectori  vel  ad  minus 
quod  stet  seruando  iudicio  et  arbitrio  dicti  com- 
missarii  et  quod  compareat  sub  pena  excommuni- 
cacionis. 

fo.  17. 

Decanatus  de  Akeley' 

Lughborow  die  martis  vj  lulii  Anno  1518 

Kegwourth.     Dominus  Thomas  Leson  rector.^ 

[non  residet]  Eciam  carent  tabernaculo. 

Dicunt  quod  non  habent  duo  quaternos  seruicii 
sancte  Marie  .  Eciam  vestibulum  est  ruinosum  in 
tectura  viz.  in  ly  step'.* 

Orton.^"  Rector^  ^  ibidem  dicit  quod  vicarius  de  Whytwyke  iniuste 
detinet  decimas  carbonum^'-  infra  parochiam  ipsius 
rectoris  de  Cole  Orton  .  Eciam  ecclesia  est  ruinosa 

in  tectura  viz.  in  plumbo  .  Et es  et^^  ly 

belfreye  sunt  ruinose  .  Eciam  parochiani  non  vult^^ 
soluere  decimas^ ^  carbonum  dicto  rectori. 

^  Waltham-on-the-Wolds.  ^  Sic  :   for  clausura.  *s  cancelled. 

*  A  letter  and  Nat  cancelled.  *  eM  cancelled.  ®  sub  cancelled. 

'  Number  of  entries  24,  viz.  20  parish  churches,  4  chapels.  The  churches  of 
Hathern,  Osgathorpe  and  Whitwick  omitted.  Four  non-residents  mentioned,  to 
whom  probably  the  rector  of  Loughborough  should  be  added. 

*  Dicunt  iconomi  ibidem  quod  capella  [esse  ruinos]  beate  Marie  eat  ruinosa 
cancelled. 

*  The  meaning  is  not  clear.  The  vestry  may  have  been  on  the  ground-floor  of  the 
steeple. 

i^Cole  Orton.  "d  cancelled. 

^2  Cole  Orton  takes  its  qualifying  name  from  the  presence  of  coal  there. 

^^  campani  cancelled.  ^*  Sic. 

1*  A  letter  cancelled. 
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Orton.  '•■  Parochiani  ibidem  dicunt  quod  multociens  habent  vesperas 
nimis  tarde  dictas  .  Et  quod  cancellus  eget  pauimento  . 
Eciam  dominus  commissarius  assignauit  rectori  de 
Cole  Orton'^  horam  quartam  ad  iiicipiendum  vesperas 
in  diebus  festiuis  et  in  aliis  diebus  incipient  in  hora 
quinta.^ 

SwYTHLAND.     Dominus  Willelmus  Hebe'  rector, 
[non  residet]  Dicunt   quod   carent^   vno   panno   lineo   pro   summo 
altari  .  Eciam^  carent  vna  alba. 

Bredon.  Iconomi  dicunt  quod  ecclesia  in  naui  eiusdem  eget 
reparacione  in  pauimento  .  Eciam  porticum  ecclesie 
eget  reparacione  in  coopertura. 

Capella  de  Wourthington.'  Iconomi  dicunt  quod  porticum 
capelle^  est  ruinosum  in  coopertura. 


fo.  lid. 


Akeley 


Belton.  Iconomi  dicunt  quod^  quedam  insula  in  naui  ecclesie 
est  ruinosa  in  coopertura. 

DiXLEY.^"    Iconomi  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Barow.^^  Iconomi  dicunt  quod  cimiterium  non  bene  clauditur  et 
ecclesia  est  ruinosa  in  in^-  coopertura  viz.  in^^  plumbo 
et'*  in  fenestriis'^  vitriis  .  Et  quod  quidam  Johannes 
Androw  de  Braunston  detinet  dimidiam*''  acre  de  ly 
medow  ab  ecclesia  .  Eciam  dicunt  quod''  parochiani 
ac  inhabitantes  in  Qwarne  Munstrell  et  Wodhousse 
negant  contribuere  ad  supportacionem  et  manuten- 
cionem'^  matrici'^  ecclesie  de-*'  Barow  .  Eciam  dicunt 
quod  vestimenta  insufficientia  sunt.  Eciam  dominus 
commissarius  decreuit  inhabitantes  de  Qwarn  citandos 
fore  ad  comparendum  coram  eo^'  apud  Leicestriam 
in  die  sabbati  proximo^'-  ad  respondendum  paroehianis 
de  Barow. 

^  Repeated.  ^  ad  cancelled. 

*  An  interestmg  entry  alike  for  its  witness  to  the  custom  of  saying  the  choir  offices 
in  parish  churches  and  to  their  place  in  the  time-table. 

*  Called  Hebb  in   1526.  ^  vno  ....  lini  cancelled. 

*  vnam  albam  cancelled.  '  Chapel  to  Breedon. 

*  ecclesie  cancelled.  *  est  cancelled. 
1"  Dishley.              ^^  Barrow-on-Soar. 

12  Sic.      "  "  ly  cancelled. 

1*  et  cancelled.  ^^  Sic. 

1*  agr  cancelled.  ^'  Qwarne  cancelled. 

1*  eccli  cancelled.  ^*  Sic. 

^  A  letter  cancelled.  ^i  ^„  ji^  cancelled,  ^-  10  July, 
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Capella  de  Qwarn.'  Iconomi  dicunt  quod  carent  antiphonario 
et  quod  tectum  cancelli  dicte  capelle  est  ruinosum  sic' 
pluuia  distillat  super  summum  altare. 

Capella  de  Woodhousse.     Iconomi  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Capella  de  Mounstrell.     Iconomi  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Onlyp.^    Iconomi  dicunt  quod  muri  cimiterii  indigent  reparacione. 
[non  residet]  Et  dominus  Johannes  Sherman  rector  non  residet. 

fo.   18. 

Akelee 

Swepston.  Rector  ibidem  dicit  parochianos  ibidem  non  soluere 
decimas  lane  et  ouium  ad  ecclesiam  pertinentes  . 
Libris*  quoque  ad  officia  diuina^  spectantibus  caret, 
et  negant  dicti  parochiani  se  suppeditare  diaconum. 

Thurcaston.  Dicunt  quod  iam  sunt  in  reparendo  ecclesiam  prius 
ruinosam. 

AsHBY   DE   LAZUCH.     Nicholaus    Halden   viuit   incontinenter   cum 

quadam /  Quedam  Amea  Barton  de  eadem 

soluta  fuit  ibidem  inpregnata  /  In  quadam  parte 
cemitorii  ibidem  est  locus  vbi  communiter  iacent 
porci. 

RoTHELEY.     Parochiani  ibidem  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Pakinton.  Ibidem  deest  portiferium,  crismatorium,  et  pixis  non 
habet  tecturam  .  Item  quedam  est  nominata  grauida 
cum  quodam  Willelmo  Town  .  Atque  alia  quedam 
nominata  Blanch  in  eadem  peperit. 

Shell.^  Dicunt  quod  cancellum  est  in  toto  ruinosum  .  /  Dicunt 
vlterius  quod  quidam  Nicholaus  CoUins  commisit 
adulterium  cum  quadam  Johanna  Bagley. 

DiSEWORTH.     Cemitorium  ibidem  est  ruinosum. 

Long  Watton.  Non  habent  ibidem  portiferium,  et  est  ibidem 
cancellum  ruinosum. 

Shepshed.     Cancelus  est  defectiuus. 

Casteldonington.  Quedam  infamia  oritur  inter  Willelmum 
Blackball  et  Willelmum  Bateman  cum  quadam 
puella. 

fo.  18c?. 

LoKiNTON.     Omnia  bene. 

'  Quorndon,  Woodhouse  and  Moimtsorrel  were  chapels  to  Barrow-on-Soar. 
-  quod  omitted.  '■'  Wanlip.  *  Written  Iris. 

*  coarta  cancelled.  *  Nether  Seal. 
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LouGHBERGHT.^  Curatus  parochialis  ibidem  est  adeo  negligens 
quod  plures  parochiani  ibidem  decesserunt  sine  sacra- 
mentis  ecclesie  /  ipse  rogatus  ad  ministrandum  non 
vult  hec  facere  sed  se  ludis  et  jocis^  nee  vult  ea 
dimittere  pro  visitatione  infirmi  parochiani  .  Dicit 
aperte  quod  non  vult  venire  ad  primum  rogatum 
alicuius  parochiani  nee  ad  hoc  tenetur  .  Ipse  curatus 
dat  se  piscationi  et  aucupationi  et  si  nouerit  aliquem 
infirmum  fore  visitandum  aut  infantulmn  baptis- 
mandum  ipse  tunc  vult  ire  ad  piscandum  vel  ad 
aucupandum  et  inhere  aliis  stipendiariis^  ista  sacra- 
menta  ministrare,  et  hoc  communiter  .  Idem  curatus 
non  vult  permittere  clericos  et  alios  presbiteros  ibidem 
habere  temporibus  missarum  cantum  anglice  Priksong  : 
dicit  quod  huiusmodi  cantus  fuit  ordinatus  tantumodo 
ex  superbia./ 

AsHBY  LE  soucHE.'*     curatus  ibidem  est  rector 

sancti^    Georgii    Stamford' pro- 

prietarij.^ 


fo.  19. 


Goscote  decanatus' 


Sylby.®  Vicarius  dicit  pro  parte  sua  quod  eget  aquebaiulo  ac 
vestimento  .  Iconomi  dicunt  quod  carent  aquebaiulo  . 
Habent  festum  sancti  Petri  quod  dicitur  ad  Vinculn 
quod  prouideant  pro  bono  et  honesto  aquebaiulo 
citra  festum  sancti  Petri  quod  dicitur  ad  Vincula. 

Walton.^  Magister  Henricus^^  Bond  rector  ibidem  et  iconomi 
eiusdem  exhibent  billam  super  omnibus  compertis 
ecclesie  parochialis  .  Inspiciatur  billa. 

Wymmyswould.  Dicunt  iconomi  quod  muri  cimiterii  ibidem  sunt 
ruinosi. 

TuKEBY."    Dicunt  iconomi  quod  ecclesia  est  ruinosain  fenestriis.^- 

1  Loughborough.  "  dat  omitted. 

'In  1526  seven  assistant  clergy  are  mentioned  at  Loughborough,  viz.  a  curate, 
a  secondary,  two  undescribed  and  three  stipendiarii. 

*  Repeated.  ^  Gregorii  cancelled. 

*  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Lilleshall  in  Shropshire  were  proprietors  of  the  church 
of  Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 

'  Number  of  entries  34,  viz.  30  parish  chm'ches,  4  chapels.  The  churches  of 
Brooksby,  Old  Dalby  (Dalby-on-the-Wolds),  Skeffington  and  Syston  omitted. 
One  non-resident  rector  reported.  The  place  and  date  given  in  the  programme 
are  Leicester,  Monday,  12  July. 

«  Sileby.  '  Walton-on-the-Wolds. 

10  Interlined  above  Johannes  cancelled.     In  1526  the  name  is  given  as  Henricus. 

11  Tugby.  12  Sic. 
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Capella  de  HowtonJ     Dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Dalby  ChawcOxMe.-  Dicunt  omnia  bene  .  Deinde  dominus  com- 
missarius  huiusmodi  iconomis  iniunxit  quod^  citra 
festum  sancti  Petri  quod  dicitur  ad  Vincula  ad 
exhibendum  priuilegium  quare  non  tenentur  probare 
testamenta  singulorum  defunctorum  sub  pena  iuris. 

Est  Norton.*     Dominus  Thomas  Pell  capellanus. 
Johannes  Huues  "1 
Willelmus  PeU      / 

Ratclyff.^  Dicunt  quod  ecclesia  est  ruinosa  intus  campanile  et 
nauem  eiusdem  .  Eciam  cancellus  est  ruinosus. 

Bebe.*     Ecclesia    ibidem    eget  ly  panelying  ex  parte  occidentali. 
[residet]        Eciam  rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Et  fenestrie  vitrie  sunt 
ruinose  .  Habent  festum  sancti  Michaelis  Archangel! 
proximum  ad  reparandum  sub  pena  xx  s. 

AsHBBY  FoLEVELL.     Dicunt  Omnia  bene. 

TwYFORD.  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  :  prior  de  Kyrkeby'  proprietarius 
....  ibidem  est  ruinos  .  .  .^ 

South  Croxton.  Summum  altare  infra  dictam  ecclesiam  non  est 
celebrandum'  seu  dedicatum  .  Iniunctum  est  huius- 
modi iconomis  quod  non  audiant  diuina  infra  dictam 
ecclesiam,  nee  quis  in  eadem  ecclesia  diuina  celebrare 
presumat,  quousque  summum  altare  sit  dedicatum 
sub  pena  iuris. 

Lodington.  Dicunt  parochiani  omnia  bene  .  Ecclesia  caret 
reparacione  in  fenestriis  vitriia. 

fo.  19rf. 

HuMBERSTON.  Dicunt  quod  imago  principaHs^"  est  putrifacta  et 
senex  .  Eciam  carent  tintinnabulo  .  Eciam  clausura 
cimiterii^'^  est  ruinosa  .  Necnon  cancellus  est  ruinosus 
in  pauimento  circa  summum  altare  ac  pluuia  distillat 
supra  sacramentum  summi  altaris  .  Ulterius  dicunt 
quod  diuersa  bona  ecclesie  restant  in  manus  diuersarum 

1  Hoton,  chapel  to  Prestwold. 

'  Great  Dalby.  The  prior  and  convent  of  Chacombe  in  Northamptonshire  were 
proprietors. 

'  compareant  onaitted.  *  Chapel  to  Tugby. 

*  Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreak.  *  Beeby. 

'  Kirkby  Bellars.  '  Probably  cancelhis  ....  ruinosus. 

"  What  is  meant  seems  to  be  that  the  altar  was  not  fit  for  celebrations  of  mass, 
because  it  was  not  dedicated. 

*"  The  image  of  the  patron  saint  (St.  Mary)  in  the  chancel. 

^^  surU  cancelled. 
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personarum  eiusdem  parochie  .  Habent  festum  sancti 
Petri  quod  dicitur  ad  Vincula  ad  exhibendum  et 
ostendendum  nomina  omnium  debitorum  dicte  ecclesie 
sub  pena  juris,  et  ad  prouidendum  pro  vno  tintinnabulo 
citra  dictum  festum  sub  pena  predicta. 

Barkeby,  Dicunt  quod  sunt  quidam  inhabitantes  infra  hameletum 
de  Thurmaston^  qui  non  contribuunt  ad  fabricam 
matricis  ecclesie  de  Barkeby  predicta  .  Eciam  cancellus 
est  ruinosus  in  coopertura. 

Tylton.     Dicunt  quod  omnia  bene, 

Bristall."    Dicunt  quod  ecclesia  est  ruinosa  in  coopertura. 

THURfMJASTON.^     Ecclesia  eget  reparacione  in  coopertura. 

Decanatus  Christianitatis  Leicestrie^ 

Ecclesia  sancti  Leonardi  Leicestrie.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus 
supra  summum  altare  et  presertim^  .  Et  cancellus 
non  est  honeste  coopertus  .  Eciam  lampadis**  vt  mos 
est  non  seruatur  continue  ardendo  .  Eciam  Margareta 
Stanton  est  communis  scandalisatrix  .  Eciam  Eliza- 
betha  Whythrop,  Margareta  Frost  Margareta  Watkyn, 
Johanna  Walker  et  Agnes  Slytpeny,  et  ipsa  Agnes 
recepit  suspectas  personas. 

fo.  20. 

Goscote  decanatus' 

Ecclesia  Omnium  Sanctorum  Leicestrie.     Est  quedam  domus 
in  qua  imponuntur  necessaria  ecclesie  est**  ruinosa. 
Eciam  Helena  Brodbysum  non  seruat  diuina  seruicia. 

Ecclesia  sancti  Petri  Leicestrie.  Dicunt  quod  Helena  Gylbert 
et  Alicia  famula  sua  sunt  publice  fornicatrices  .  Eciam 
dicunt  quod  Robertus  Botylmaker  fouet  lenocinium 
in  domo  sua,  et  Johannes  Melborn  fouet  lenocinium. 

Ecclesia  sancti  Nicholai.  Dicunt^  carnifices  non  obseruant 
seruicia  diebus  festiuis  et^°  impediunt  alios  a  diuinis 
racione  vendicionis  huiusmodi  carnis. 

•  North  Thurmaston.  -  Birstall,  chapel  to  Belgrave. 
'  South  Thurmaston,  chapel  to  Belgrave. 

•  The  Leicester  entries  are  inserted  with  those  for  Goscote  deanery.  There  are 
five  returns  from  Leicester,  that  for  St.  Mary's  occurring  at  the  end  of  the  Goscote 
entries.  There  is  nothing  for  St.  Martin's  but  a  cancelled  marginal  reference,  and 
the  prebondal  church  of  St.  Margaret  lay  outside  the  scope  of  the  visitation.  The 
visitations  of  Goscote  and  the  Christianity  of  Leicester  were  held  together  at 
Leicester  on  12  July  :   see  p.  .'}()  above,  note  7. 

^  Something  omitted.  *  Sic  :   for  latnpas. 

"  Sic.  *  Sic  :   repeated. 

•  quod  omitted.  ^°  Two  words  cancelled. 
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fo.  20d.  Blank. 

fo.  21. 

Goscote  Decanatus 

CosiNGTON.  ^Cemitorium  ibidem  non  est  bene  clausum,  et  porte 
eiusdem  sunt  fracte. 

Segraue.  Dicunt  quod  ecclesia  ibidem  est  defectiua  et  incipiunt 
reparare,  et  petunt  a  rectore  ex  consuetudine  iij  s. 
iiij  d. 

Prestwold,  Ecclesia  ibidem  est  defectiua  in  coopertura  .  Parochiani 
ibidem  dicunt  cemiterium  esse  ruinosum. 

Frisby.     Est  ibidem  gilda^  quedam  ruinosa. 

Saxulby.  Cemitorium  ibidem  est  ruinosum,  et  coopertura  ecclesie 
est  defectiua. 

HowBY.^  Coopertura  ibidem  est  ruinosa  et  fuit  in  tempestate 
vltima. 

Ragdale.     Ecclesia  ibidem  in  toto  est  ruinosa. 

AsHFURDBY.*    Pauimentum  ecclesie  non  dum  reparatum. 

Retherby.^     Ecclesia  ibidem  non  dum  reparata. 

Belgraue.^  Fenestra  capelle  beate  Marie  est  ruinosa  tantummodo 
in  vitro. 

Lowsby.'     Cemitorium  ibidem  est  ruinosum. 

Thtjrsington.^  Aquarium^  inter  campanile  et  ecclesie  nauem  est 
defectiuum. 

Alaxton.^"  Ecclesia  est  ruinosa  ibidem,  et  petunt  terminum  ad 
reparandum. 

fo.  21d. 

CoNiNGBROWGH.i^  Dicunt  quod  coopertura  cancelli  est  defectiua 
in  plumbo. 

Reresby.  Rectoria  ibidem  est  ruinosa  maxime  in  coopertura  . 
Et  rector  ibidem  non  residet. 

HuNGARTON.    Cemitorium  ibidem  minime  decenter  est  ruinosum. 

Parochia  diue  Marie.  ^^  Parochiani  dicunt  officia  vespertina  non 
consono  tempore  celebra[ri]. 

^  Cos  cancelled. 

-  Apparently  a  house  belonging  to  a  parochial  guild. 

"  Hoby.  *  Asfordby.  *  Rotherby. 

^parochia  sancti  Martini  cancelled.  '  Loseby. 

*  Thrussington.  '  The  font  seems  to  be  meant  by  the  '  ewer  '. 

i"  AUexton.  ^'  Queniborough.  ^'  In  Leicester. 
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fo.  22  and  d.     Blank. 

fo.  23. 

Framland^ 

Dalby  parua.  Vicarius  dicit  quod^  cancellus  eget  reparacione  in 
coopertura  videlicet  in  plumbo. 

Eciam  vnum  hostium  ecclesie  ex  parte  boriali^  est 
ruinosum. 

Eciam  cimitorium  caret  sufficiente  clausura. 
Iniunctum  est  priorisse  de  Langley  quod  quod"*  faciat 
sufficientem  reparacionem^  dicti  cancelK  citra  festum 
Natiuitatis  beate  Marie  proxime  futurum  sub  pena 
sequestracionis  fructuum  .  Et  quod  parochiani  similiter 
faciant  reparaciones  sufficientes  defectuum  predic- 
torum  sub  pena^  x  s.  citra  festum  predictum  soluenda. 

ScALFORD.  Dicunt  iMTochiani  quod  cancellus  est  ruinosus  in 
omnibus  suis  partibus  culpa  prioris  de  Da  ventre'  . 
Vicarius  dicit  quod  fructus  vicarie  sue  sunt  sequestrati 
propter  ruinam  dicti  cancelli  per  indicium  com- 
missarij  ;  attamen  non  pertinet  ad  eum  reparacio 
cancelli  Idemque  vicarius  per  annum  iam  vltimum 
modo  elapsum  nichil  percepit**  inde  de  fructibus 
dicte  vicarie  ad*  sustentacionem  et  tamen  deserviuit 
cure  ibidem  et  adhuc  deseruit  et  confisus  est  miseri- 
cordie  domini  episcopi  Lincolniensis. 

fif.  23q!,  24  and  d.     Blank. 

fo.  30.10 

In  Dei  nomine,  Amen  .  Nos  Willelmus  permissione 
diuina  Lincolniensis  episcopus,  istum  decanatum  iure 
nostro  ordinario  visitantes  /  ac  in  eadem  nostra 
ordinaria  visitacione  legitime  procedentes,  omnes  et 
singulos  abbates  et  priores  ac  conuentus  ecclesias 
aliquas  parochiales  seu  alia  queuis  ecclesiastica 
beneficia  infra  istum  decanatum  eis  appropriata 
habentes  /  necnon  ecclesiarum  parochiaLium  rectores 
et  vicarios,  cantariarum  capellanos  perpetuos  ac  alios 
quoscumque    beneficiatos    infra    eundem    decanatum 

^  For  the  rest  of  Framland  deanery  see  pp.  23-27  above.      'fabric  cancelled. 

*  Interlined  above  orientali  cancelled. 

*  Sic.  *  dicte  cancelled.  **  Something  cancelled. 

'  The  prior  and  convent  of  Daventry  in  Northamptonshire  were  proprietors. 

*  de  and  other  words  cancelled. 

*  A  word  cancelled. 

1"  Thia  leaf  in  the  bound  volume  follows  the  record  of  the  visitation  of  the  Newarke 
college  at  Leicester,  26  August,  1518,  and  precedes  that  of  the  visitation  of  Bucking- 
ham archdeaconry  in  May,  1519.  The  document  is  the  common  sentence  of 
contumacy  pronomiced  against  persons  absent  from  a  ruridecaual  visitation. 
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constitutes  ad  hos  diem  et  locum  legitime  et  peremp- 
torie  citatos,  publice  preconisatos,  sufficienter  ex- 
spectatos  et  nullo  modo  comparentes  pronunciamus 
contumaces  et  in  penam  contumaciarum  suarum 
huiusmodi  ipsos^  proprietarios  et  ipsorum  quemlibet 
in"^  viginti  solidis,  rectores  vero  et  vicarios  huiusmodi 
in  tresdecim  solidis  et  quatuor  denariis  atque  can- 
taristas  in  sex  solidis  et  octo  denariis  mulctamus  in 
hiis  scriptis,  necnon  alios  quoscumque  presbiteros  et 
laicos  simili  modo  ad  hos  diem  et  locum  legitime 
citatos,  preconisatos  et  exspectatos  ac  nullo  modo 
comparentes  pronunciamus  contumaces  ac  in  penam 
huiusmodi  suarum  contumaciarum  ipsos  presbiteros 
a  celebracione  diuinorum,  laicos  autem  ab  ingressu 
ecclesie,  suspendimus  in  hiis  scriptis. 

fo.  sod.     Blank. 

fo.  31. 

[ARCHIDIACONATUS     BUCKINGHAMIE] 

Wicombe  Decanatus 

COMPERTA    DELATA    DIE    LUNE    IX°°    DIE    MAH     AnNO     DOMINI 
1519°°  IN   ECCLESIA  PAROCHIALI   DE   WICOMBE.^ 

[WicoMBE.]     Godstow  proprietaria.     Magister  Rolandus  Messenger 
vicarius.* 

Medmenham.  Abbas  et  conuentus  ibidem  exhibuerunt  appro- 
priacionem  ecclesie  de  Medmenham  ad  manus  domini 
originaliter  factam  per  dominum  Hugonem  episcopum 
Lincolniensem  et  confirmatam  per  capitulum  Lin- 
colniense  /  continentem  dotationem  vicarie  cum  qua 
vicarius  ibidem  reputauit  se  contentum. 
Vicarius  ibidem  dicit  quod  cimiterium  non  est  bene 
clausum.     Cetera  bene. 

Parochiani  habent  ad  claudendum  cimiterium 
sufficienter  citra  festum  Pentecostes  proximum  sub 
pena  xl  s.  appHcanda  matrici  ecclesie  Lincolniensi. 

West  Wicombe.    Bisseham  proprietarius.    Dominus  Robertus  Kyng 
vicarius. 

Parochiani  ibidem  dicunt  omnia  bene  .  Prior  et 
conuentus  de  Bisseham  distribuunt  annuatim  inter 
pauperes  parochianos  ibidem — vj  s.  viij  d.  Monachus 
quidam  de  Medmenham  celebrat  in  capeUa  quadam 

^  rectores  cancelled.  ^  xiijs.  ii  cancelled. 

'15  entries,  all  parish  chiirches.     3  non-resident  rectors  reported. 

*  This  refers  to  High  Wycombe.  This  and  the  similar  notes  in  subsequent  entries 
were  filled  in  in  a  different  hand  from  that  in  which  the  comperta  are  written.  This 
hand  also  added  the  word  expeditur,  repeated  in  the  margin. 
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in  parochia  de  Leuknouer  vocata  Mou'  chapell^  et 
subtrahit  parochianos  ab  ecclesia  temporibus 
diuinorum  .  /  Officiarii  domini  episcopi  Wintoniensis^ 
non  soluunt  decimas  de  siluis  ceduis. 

Hamylden.^    M agister  Lancelotus  Claxton  Rector. 

Parochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene,  sed  tamen  rector 
non  residet  nee  aliquid  exhibuit  .  Habet  ad  exhiben- 
dum  citra*  festum  Natiuitatis  heate  Marie  J" 
Dominus  assignauit  domino  Dauid  AllingylP  cantariste 
ibidem  ad  exhibendum  appropriationem  suam  apud 
Asheruge  cum  dominus  illic  proxime  venerit  seu  ad 
exhiberi  a  rectore  et  sociis  ibidem  petendum,  quod 
ipse  dominus  Dauid  perfecit  apud  Asheruge,' 

Radnashe.^      Rector  non  residet  /  neque  comparuit  /  nee  aliquid 
[expeditur]     exhibuit  .  Dominus  Thomas  Jones  Rector. 

Bradenham.     Parochiani  ibidem   dicunt*  omnia  bene  .  Domimis 
Ricardus  Redberd  Rector. 

TiNGEST.^"     Parochiani    dicunt  omnia  bene  .  Dominus  Robertus^^ 
Traves  Rector, 

HiCHENDEN.^-    Dominus  Willelmus  Ketyny  vicariu^. 

Abbas  et  conuentus  de  Killingwourth^^  proprietarii 
ibidem  non  faciunt  distributiones. 

TiRFELD.^*     Albani  sancti  proprietarii  Dominus  Willelmus  Cujnpton 
[expeditur]     vicar  ius. 

Campanile  ibidem  est  ruinosum  .  Nee  habent  ibidem 

aquebaiulum. 

West  Wicombe.^^     Johannes  Plumrige  de  West  Wicombe  junior 
[expeditur]     imprignauit  Margeriam    Tyler  de  eadem,  in  anglicis 
his  godsister. 

^  Mouer,  the  chajjel  of  St.  Mary  de  More  at  Ashaiiii)stead  or  Cadmore  End,  a 
detached  part  of  Lewkiaor  within  the  parish  of  West  Wycombe. 

-  The  manor  of  West  Wycombe  belonged  to  the  bishops  of  Winchester  from  an 
early  date  to  1551.  The  advowson  of  the  church  went  with  the  manor  until  1415, 
when  Bishop  Beaufort  had  licence  to  grant  it  to  the  pi-ior  and  convent  of  Bisham 
{Cal.  Pat.  Rolls  1413-1415,  p.  339). 

'  Hambleden. 

*  Interlined  above  infra  duodecim  dies  post  cancelled. 
^  Interlined  above  Natiuitatis  Johannis  cancelled. 

« Called  Algill  m   1526. 

'  The  only  visitation  of  the  house  of  Ashridge  recorded  in  Atwater's  episcopate 
was  a  year  earlier  than  this,   22  April,    1518. 

*  Radnage.  *  omib  cancelled.  *"  Fingest. 

11  Called  Rogerus  in   1526.  ^^  Hughenden.  "I.e.  Kenilworth. 

"  Tuiville.  ^^  Repeated. 
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Saunderton.     Dominus  Johannes  Gryffyn^  Rector. 
[expeditur]     Robertus   Radclyfi"  de  eadem   custodit  suspiciose   in 
domo  sua  mulierem  quamdam  suspectam. 

WouBOURN  Episcopi.  Fenestra  vitrea  ex  parte  australi  eiusdem 
ecclesie  est  fracta  .  Dominus  Thomas  Dakin  vicarius. 

fo.  31rf. 

Falley.'  Dicunt  parochiani  quod  non  habent  neque  habuerunt 
rectorem  ibidem'^  residentem  a  triginta  annis  vltimo 
elapsis   /  Cancellus  est  ruinosus. 

Marlow  magna.  Tewkisbury  proprietarii.  Dominus  Thomas 
Grissinghayn*  vicarius  .  Dicunt  parochiani  ibidem 
omnia  fore  bene. 

fo.  32. 

Burneham  decanatus  in  ecclesia^ 

DoRNEY.     Parochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Bekonesfeld.  Rector  non  residet  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene 
clausum  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa. 

Pen.     Distributiones  non  fiunt    /  Vicarius  non  residet. 
[expeditur] 

Chalfonte  Petri.     Rectoria  est  ruinosa, 

Chalfonte  Egidh.  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  /  Rector  non  residet  / 
Egidius  [expediturf  Mawar  difFamatur  quod  ipse 
impregnauit  quamdam  muHerem  ibidem. 

Denhajvi.     Rector  non  residet. 

[suspensus] 

Iver.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  /  porci  ibidem  pascuntur 
in  cimiterio  .  Jacobus  Awnesley  promisit  soluere  die 
crastino  apud  Woubourn'  procurationes. 

Langley.^  Nicholaus  Parkar  habet  in  domo  sua  quamdam  mulierem 
suspectam  et  cum  ea  incontinenter  vixit  /  [expeditur'\ 
Willelmus  Bayly  incontinenter  vixit  cum  sorore 
Nicholai  Parkar  .  Willelmus  Wisborowe  impregnauit 
AJiciam  Soare. 

1  Called  GriffN-the  in  1526.  ^  Fawley. 

*  a  cancelled.  *  Called  Grassingham  in   1526. 

*  The  church  was  probably  Burnliam.  The  date  probably  is  Tuesday,  10  May, 
following  the  visitation  at  High  Wycombe.  Number  of  entries  20,  viz.  17  parish 
cluirches,  3  chapels.  Churches  omitted  :  Burnham,  Chesham,  Famham  Royal, 
Hitcharn.     Three  rectors  and  one  vicar  non-resident. 

'  Interlined  above  Egidius. 

'  I.e.   at  the  bishop's  manor-house  at  Bishops  Woobum, 

*  Chapel  to  Wraysbury. 
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Dachet.     Omnia  bene. 

Stoke. ^  Non  habent  ibidem  corporale  /  Nee  habent  superpellicium. 
Cimiterium^  deturpatur  cuniculis. 

HoRTON.  Johannes  Baluot  et  mater  eius  detinent  ab  ecclesia 
XX  s.  ex  legato  Henrici  Baluot, 

CoLDBROKE.^  Johannes  Arnold  sawyer  habet  in  domo  sua  mulierem 
quamdam  quam  asserit  esse  eius  vxorem,  et  tamen 
mulier  iUa  habet  ahum  virum  superstitem  ;  et  eciam 
ipse  Johannes  Arnold  impregnauit  Johannam  filiam 
eiusdem  sue  asserte  mulieris. 

fo.  32d. 

Vpton. 

Taplow,     Omnia  bene. 

WiRARDESBURY.*     Omnia  bene. 

Chalfonte  Petri.     Rectoria  est  ruinosa.^ 

Pen.^  Johannes  Newman  contraxit  matrimonium  cum  quadam 
muliere  ibidem  et  creditur  quod  ad'  adhuc  habet 
vxorem  viuentem. 

BovENEY.8  Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  defectiue  .  /  OflScia 
diuina  non  fiunt  ibidem  horis  consuetis. 

Hegeley.*     Non  habent  ibidem  portiferium. 

IsENHAMPSTED  \   Omnia  bene. 
Cheyney.i"       j 

Aqmundsham."  Cimiterium  ibidem  non  bene  custoditur  sed  in  eo 
pascuntur  bruta  animaha  vt  in  ahis  pasturis  / 
[expeditur]  Johannes  Denton  frequentat  consorcium 
Ahcie  Fulmer  et  sic  fecit  per  annum  elapsum,  et 
contraxit  cum  ea  ad  annum  elapsum  vt  dicitur  et 
non  curat  solemnisari  facere.^- 

Stoke  Poges.^^.  [expeditur]  Johannes  Cranolde  coniugatus  im- 
pregnauit ad  annum  elapsum  seruientem  suam,  et 
dicitur  quod  Henricus  apparitor  ibidem  concelat  illud 
crimen  ,  /  Quedam  mulier  fuit  impregnata  apud 
Langley  bis  et  non  dum  corrigitur. 

^  Stoke  Pogis.  ^  dep  cancelled. 

*  Colnbrook,  chapel  in  parishes  of  Horton  and  Wraysbury. 

*  Wraysbury.  *  Entry  repeated.  *  Repeated.  '  Sic  :    hoc  cancelled. 

*  Chapel  to  Bumham.  «  Hedgerley.  i"  Chenies.  *'  Amersham. 
^*  The  betrothal  had  taken  place,  but  the  marriage  had  not  been  solemnised. 
^'  Repeated. 
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Wexham.  Henricus  Hogyll  de  Vxbrugge  non  soluit  deoimas 
boscorum  per  ipsum  infra  parrochiam  de  Wexham 
excisorum. 

fo.  33. 

Wendouer 

xijo^  Maii  Anno  1519  in  ecclesia  parochiali  de  Missenden.^ 

Rystborow  principis.^    Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

Hampden  magna.     Cancellus  est  nimis  ruinosus  :    fenestre  vitree 

[expeditur]      ibidem  sunt  fracte  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  / 

Rectoria  est  ruinosa   /  et  fenestre   vitre^  in  ecclesia 

sunt    fracte   /  Cimiterium    non  honeste  custoditur  / 

Aston   Clynton.     Vestimenta  ecclesie   sunt   dirupta  et   similiter 
[expeditur]      libri  egent  reparatione. 

Codington.^      Cimiterium  non  est  sufficienter  clausum  /  libri   et 
[expeditur]      ornamenta  ecclesie  egent  reparatione  .  Cancellus  est 
ruinosus. 

HuLCOTE.*     Non  habet  rector  ibidem  aliquod  missale  sufficiens. 

Kymbell    parua.      Porticus  ecclesie   non  est  bene  reparatus   .   / 
[expeditur]      Campanile   ibidem   est  in   magno  decasu  .   Dominus 
Nicholaus  Thomson  rector  non  residet. 

DoNYNGTON.'  Vicarius  non  residet  /  Capella  in  hammelecta  de 
[expeditur]  Forde*  est  in  decasu  incuria  abbatisse  de  Godstowe^ . 
Rogerus  Atwater^"  non  audit  diuina  in  ecclesia  sua 
parrochiali  /  habet  licentiam  pro  oratorio  de  domino 
episcopo  .  Thomas  Pigot  carnaliter  cognouit  Mar- 
garetam  Dabull  .  /  Agnes  Horwod  non  est  bone  vite  ; 
quidam  extraneus  nomine  Ricardus  ipsam  carnaliter 
cognouit  et  eandem  impregnauit,  et  fuit  sibi  propterea 
iniuncta  penitentia  sed  ipsa  earn  non  perimpleuit  . 
Vicaria  est  valde  ruinosa. 

Stone.     Cimiterium  est  sufficienter  clausum  sumptibus  et  stauro 
[expeditur]      ecclesie,  cum  per  parrochianos  debeat  reparari. 

^  Jun  cancelled. 

-Number  of  entries  17,  viz.  15  parish  churches,  2  chapels.  Churches  omitted: 
Horsenden,  Kimble  magna.  The  prebendal  churcli  of  Aylesbury  and  the  church 
of  Bierton,  a  peculiar  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln,  not  included.  Two 
rectors  and  one  vicar  reported  non-resident. 

*  Princes  Risborough.  *  Sic.  *  Cuddington,  chapel  to  Haddenham. 
®  Hulcott.                                  '  Dinton.  *  Ford,  about  a  mile  S.E.  of  Dinton. 

*  The  abbess  and  convent  of  Godstow  were  proprietors  of  Dinton, 
^"  Possibly  a  relation  of  the  bishop. 
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Hartewell,     Cimiterium  ibidem  non  est  bene  clausum. 

fo.  S3d. 

MissENDEN  PARUA.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  /  porta 
cimiterii  est  fracta  adeo  quod  bruta  ingrediuntur  per 
eandem  /  Margareta  seruiens  Johannis  Saye  fuit  in 
domo  sua  impregnata  circa  festum  Pentecostes 
vltimum  .  / 

Ellisborow.^  Cancellus  est  nimium  ruinosus  et  in  extrema  ruina, 
minatur  enim  ruinam  .  Rectoria  est  eciam  in  magna 
ruina  et  funditus  coUapsa  .  /  Prior  de  SandwelP 
habens  medietatem  decimarum  ibidem  subtrahit  a 
parrochianis  quatuor  quarteria  frumenti  .  Magister 
Nicholaus  Trebull  subtrahit  ab  ecclesia  ibidem  xij  li. 
cere  annuatim  et  sic  fecit  per  quatuor  annos  elapsos  . 
Stephanus  Sydall  fouet  in  domo  sua  lenocinium  /  due 
mulieres  peperierunt^  in  domo  sua  et  ipse  non  vult 
reuelare  patres  prolum  earundem  mulierum  ,  Rector 
non  residet  nee  deseruit  cure  sue  per  aliquem  honestum 
curatum,  sed  eam  pro  maiori  parte  dimittit  inofficia- 
tam  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  /  Rector 
nunquam  adhuc  celebrauit  in  ipsa  sua  ecclesia. 

Bledlow.  Isabella  Werner  diffamauit  Agnetem  Rawnse  .  /  Johannes 
Benett  de  Emmyngton^  in  comitatu  Oxoniensi 
impregnauit^  Malyn  Man  de  Bledlow  .  /  Non  est 
ibidem  aquibaiulus. 

Hampden  parua.^  Fenestre'  vitree  in  cimiterio^  sunt  defectiue  /  et 
est  cancellus  defectiuus  in  tectura. 

Weston  Turfeld.®  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum.  Cancellus 
est  defectiuus  .  /  Ostium  ecclesie  est  fractum  et 
defectiuum  .  /  Bruta  pascuntur  in  cimiterio. 

Wendouer.  Dominus  Willelmus  Everton^"  vicarius  ibidem  habet 
in  domo  sua  mulierem  suspectam  vocatam  Margaretam 
Edmondson  .  Bruta  pascuntur  in  cimiterio  .  Georgius 
Bell  de  Wendouer  est  communis  adulter  Vicarius 
ibidem  deberet  dare  parrochianis  suis  prandium 
annuatim  in  diem  ^^:  hoc  non  fecit  per  ij  annos  elapsos. 

1  EUesborough. 

*  Sandwell  priory  was  in  the  parish  of  Weat  Bromwich,  co.  Stafford.  For  its 
connexion  with  the  church  of  EUesborough  see  V.  C.  H.  Bucks.  II,  338,  and  for 
the  appropriation  of  a  moiety  by  the  prior  and  convent  of  '  Gondwel  '  (13  Dec. 
1398)  see  Cal.  Papal  Letters  V,  263. 

8  Sic  :   for  pepererunt.  *  Emmington.  '  Magdalen  cancelled. 

'Chapel  to  Hartwell.         ''ecclesie  cancelled.  ^ Sic.         *  Weston  Turville. 

^^  fiabet  cancelled.  ^^  Pasche  cancelled;   no  word  substituted. 
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fo.  34. 


Hadnam.^     Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  coopertura  .  Egidius  Mynge 
[expeditur]      tenetur    inuenire    quamdam    lampadem    arsuram    in 
ecclesia  ibidem  diebus  dominicis  sed  hoc  non  facit. 

MissENDEN  MAGNA.    Thomas  Salter  debet  ecclesie  ibidem — xx  s. 

[expeditur]  Henri cus  Velowe  fideiussit  pro  Roberto  Haldar  pro 
iij  s.  iiij  d. 

Robertus  Tailour  debet  ecclesie — ij  s, 
Vicarius  ibidem  deberet  inuenire  vnum  vestimentum 
dominicale  pro  diebus  dominicis  et  feralibus,-  et  etiam 
librum  et  caKcem. 

Vicarius  ibidem  deberet  exhibere  vnum  clericum  et 
hoc  non  facit,  /  cuius  pretextu  seruicia  diuina  fiunt 
hiis  diebus  submissa  voce,  cum  re  vera  solebant 
ibidem  fieri  diuina  officia  decantata. 
Dominus  abbas^  excisit  ibidem  quoddam  hgnum 
vocatum  an  ew  tre  crescens  in  cimiterio  ibidem  / 

fo.  S4d.     Blank. 

fo.  35. 

Muresley  Decanatus 

In  ecclesia  prebendali  de  Aylesbury  die  Veneris  xiij^'o* 
DIE  Maii  Anno  1519  per  dominum  W.  episcopum  Lincolniensem 
personaliter.  ^ 

Whaddon.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  fenestris  vitreis.  Cetera 
bene  .  /  Collegii^  Noui  Oxoniensis  proprietarii  , 
Dominus  Johannes  Roke  vicarius. 

DuNTON.     Fons  baptismalis  non  seruatur  sub  cera  /  Cimiterium 
[expeditur]      non  est  bene  clausum  .  Rector  non  residet  /  Rectoria 
est  ruinosa  /  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Dominus  Ricardus 
Alwey  Rector  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laicis  sine  licentia. 

Slapton.  Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  fracte  .  /  Fons  baptismalis 
et  oleum  sanctum  non  seruantur  sub  ceris  .  /  Dominus 
Thomas  Knyghton  rector  hahet  in  domo  sua  mulierem, 
est  enim  rector  senex. 

SuLBURY.'  Woubourn  proprietarii.  Dominus  Perciuellus  DenwaW 
vicarius  .  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  :  fons  baptismalis 
non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Sunt  ibidem  annuatim  dis- 
tribute per  proprietarios  ij  s. 

^  Haddenham.  *  Sic  :   for  ferialibus. 

*  I.e.  the  abbot  of  Missenden.  *  dai  cancelled. 

*  Number    of    entries    24,    all    parish    churches.     The    churches    of    Grove    and 
Tottemhoe  are  omitted.     Six  rectors,  one  vicar  reported  non-resident. 

«  Sic.  '  Soulburv.  *  Called  Dunwall  in   1526, 
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Chedington,  Est  quedam  domus  ibidem  data  ab  olim  parrochiali 
ecclesie  :  est  iam  in  ruina  et  parrochiani  ibidem  non 
audent  reparare  eandem,  eo  quod  Willelmus  CouclyfiF 
clamat  et  dicit  eandem  domum  ad  se  pertinere  , 
Magister  Jacobus  Clerebor[ow]  rector  non  residet  et 
dimittit  rectoriam. 

Drayton  Bechamp.  Dicunt  quod  cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  . 
Dominus  Thomas  Hyll  rector  Jiabet  in  domo  sua  duas 
mulieres. 

Masse WOURTH,  ^  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  et  minatur  ruinam.  Non 
fiunt  ibidem  distributiones  .  Caldewell-  proprietarii 
Dominus  Thomas  Pawlyn  vicarius  est  senex  et  Imbet 
in  sun  domo  mulieres. 

Lynchelade.^  Cimiterium  non  est  sufficienter  clausum  .  Non 
fiunt  ibidem  distributiones  .  Parrochiani  ibidem 
acceperunt  a  communi  banco'*  sine  pixide  illius 
ecclesie  x  s,,  quas  in  negociis  parrochianorum  ibidem 
exposuerunt  .  Non  est  ibidem  vicarius.^ 

HoGGSTON.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum.  Magister  Seth 
Attclyff^  rector. 

IviNGHOO.  Nonnulli  parrochianorum  ibidem  sunt  confabulatores 
in  ecclesia  temporibus  diuinorum  .  Bruta  animalia 
pascuntur  in  cimiterio  :  huiusmodi  sunt  Ricardi 
Swetesur  et  Willelmi  Stryngar, 

fo.  ^bd. 

Muresley.  Rector  non  residet  .  /  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  .  /  Rec- 
toria  est  ruinosa.  Rector  ibidem  non  residet  per 
decem  annos  elapsos.  Dominus  Johannes  Cleydon 
rector  ibidem. 

Drayton  Paslew.^  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  in  orreo  et  cancellus  est 
defectiuus  .  Dominus  Thomas  Hawst  suffra^aneus 
domini  Cardinalis^  .  Johannes  Cuttes  de  eadem^  non 
vult  admittere  ad  se  vxorem  suam. 

1  Marsworth. 

-  The  prior  and  convent  of  Caldwell  in  Bedfordshire. 

^  Linslade. 

*  Bancus  is  here  used  for  tlie  common  stock  of  money  in  the  church  box, 

*  The  proprietors  were  the  prior  and  convent  of  Chicksanda.  No  vicarage  was 
ordained. 

*  Sic  :   rectius  Attercljrff.  '  Drayton  Parslow. 

*The  name  should  be  Halsey.  Thomas  Halsey,  bishop  of  Leighlin,  1513-1522, 
whom  Wolsey  employed  as  a  suffragan  at  this  date,  was  inst.  to  Drayton  Parslow 
25  Sept.  1501  and  was  rector  at  his  death  in  1522  (Lipscomb  III,  340), 

*  ab  cancelled, 
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Wyng.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem 
distributiones  .  Pratis  prope  Sanctum  Albanum  pro- 
prietarie  .^  Dominus  Johannes  Clark  vicarius  non 
residet  .  /  Vicaria  est  ruinosa  / 

Pyghtorn.^    Omnia  bene  .  Non  est  ibidem  vicarius  institutus.^ 

WiNGRAVE.    Sancti  Albani  proprietarii.    Dominus  Jacobus  Ramson 
[expeditur]      vicarius  ibidem  habet  secum  mulieres  .  Cimiterium  non 

est  bene  clausum  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distributiones. 

Fenestre    vitree    sunt    fracte  .    Fons    baptismalis    et 

oleum    sanctum    non    seruantur   sub    cera  /    Vicaria 

ruinosa. 

SwANBOURN.  Woubourn*  monachi  proprietarii.  Dominus  Johannes 
Blot  hahet  secum  sororem  suum  .  Edwardus  Emerton 
habet  secum  in  domo  sua  Agnetem  Cuttes  matrem 
suam,  et  non  vult  permittere  ipsam  adire  neque 
cohabitare  cum  marito  suo  .  /  Ipsa  non  audit  deuote 
diuina  sed  plerumque  absentat  se  ab  ecclesia  tem- 
poribus  diuinorum  .  CanceUus  est  defectiuus.  Execu- 
tores  Johannis  Sutton  debent  ecclesie  ibidem  vj  s.  viij  d. 
ex  legato  ipsius  Johannis. 

Mentmore.  Sancti  Bartholomei  London  .  proprietarii^  .  Dominus 
Johannes  Freman  vicarius  .  Parrochiani  dicunt  quod 
proprietarii  ibidem  inuenirent  duo  luminaria  in 
ecclesia,  et  hoc  non  fecerunt  per  xij  annos  elapsos 
CanceUus  est  defectiuus  .  /  Non  fiunt  ibidem  dis- 
tributiones. 

Styuecley.®      Killingwourth    proprietarii'^   .    Dominus     Willelmus 

[expeditur']      Yerdeley  vicarius  nichil  exhibet :    habet  secum  matrem 

suam  .  Sedilia  in  choro  sunt  fracta  .  Bruta  animalia 

imposita  per  vicarium  depascuntur  in  cimiterio  .  /  Non 

fiunt  ibidem  distributiones. 

Hardwik.  Dominus  Willelmus  curatus  ibidem  non  est  pacificus 
inter  parrochianos  ibidem  sed  nimium  litigiosus,  et 
gladium  euaginauit  versus  Thomam  Bek  .  /  Alio 
tempore  percussit  Henricum  Ships  et  ipsius  vestes 
lacerauit  .  Neque  celebrat  diuina  temporibus  debitis  . 
Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  /  CanceUus  est  ruinosus  .  Idem 
dominus  Willelmus  die  et  loco  retroscriptis  promisit 
domino  episcopo  se  emendare. 

^  I.e.  the  prioress  and  convent  of  Delapre,  close  to  St.  Albans. 

*  Pitstone. 

3  The  church  was  appropriated  to  the  rector  and  brethren   of  Ashridge.       No 
vicarage  was  ordained. 

♦  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Wobum  in  Bedfordshire. 

^  The  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Bartholomew,   Smithfield.  *  Stewkley. 

'I.e.  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Kenilworth. 
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CUBLINGTON. 

[expeditur] 


fo.  36. 

HoRWOD.^  M agister  Andreas  Bensted  rector  non  residet :  dimittit 
rectoriam  laicis  .  Parochiani  dicunt  quod  Johannes 
Foscote  est  confabulator  in  tempore  diuinorum  in 
ecclesia. 

Idem  Johannes  detinet  apud  se  bona  Johanne  Hookes 
nuper  defuncte  ipsius  executore  inuito,  et  sic  impedit 
eius  vltimam  voluntatem. 

Johannes    Ockely   habet   in   manibus   suis   de    bonis 
ecclesie  xxvj  s.  viij  d. 
Item  iij  s.  iiij  d.  legatos  certis  ibidem. 
Item  vnam  ouem  ex  legato  Johannis  Kyng. 
WiUelmus  Jefifes  habet  in  manibus  suis  vj  s.  viij  d. 
de  bonis  ecclesie  liberatis  per  Johannem  Ockeley. 

Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  /  Firmarius  rectorie  ponit  in 
cimiterium  ibidem  animaha  bruta  et  frangit  portas 
cimiterii .  /  Rector  non  residet  vnde-  dominus  Johannes 
Bexwik^  residet  apud  Manchester  .  Dominus  decreuit 
quod  rector  ibidem  pro  tempore  existens  quiscumque 
sufficienter  includeret  cimiterium  in  quo  olim  ecclesia 
parrochialis  ibidem  erat  situata,  et  quod  semell  in 
diebus  rogacionis  illud  cimiterium  circuierent.'* 

Dominus  Ricardus  curatus  ibidem  est  communis 
lusor  ad  pilam  pedalem^  in  camisia  sua  .  Et  die 
Veneris  in  septimana  passionis  domini''  ipse  curatus 
dixit  omnia  seruicia  diuina  ante  horam  octauam,  ante 
merediem  eciam  completorium,  et  simili  modo  fecit 
Sabbato  Pasche  et  simili  modo  die  Ramispalmarum  . 
Idem  curatus  non  moratur  infra  parrochiam  ibidem 
sed  apud  Leicesterchesham'  .  Idem  ludit  ad  taceras^ 
communiter  .  Rector  non  residet  sed  deseruit  cure 
Londoniis  apud  sanctum  Johannem  euangeliste^ . 
Rectoria  est  ruinosa. 

Dominus  tempore  visitationis  suspendit^"  dictum 
dominum  Ricardum  curatum  a  celebracione  diuinorum 
infra  suam  diocesim,  et  iniunxit  rectori  quod  deinceps 
personaliter  deseruiet  cure  sue  .  Dominus  Christoferus 
Michell  rector. 

'  Great  Horwood.     Tliis  entry  is  in  a  different  hand  from  the  rest.  *  Sic. 

*  Called  Bekyswike  in   1526  (*Bes\viek).  *  Sic.  *  Football. 

*  Good  Friday  is  meant  :   Passion  week  in  this  case  is  identical  with  Holy  week. 

'  I.e.  in  the  parish  of  that  moiety  of  the  church  of  Chesham  which  was  appro- 
priated to  Leicester  abbey. 

*  I.e.  tesseras,  dice. 

*  Sic.     Wliether  St.   John  Zachary  or  St,   John's,   Watling  Street,   is  meant  is 
uncertain. 

*'  diet  cancelled. 


Hawrigge. 

[exjyeditur] 
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VVhitechvrche.^  Dominus  Antonius  Cassewell  vicarius  non  residet : 
deseruit  cure  apud  Abingdon  .  Woubourn  monachi- 
non  faciunt  distribuciones  et  deberent^  distribuere 
annuatim  xxvj  s.  viij  d.,  et  deberent  inuenire  lampa- 
dem  in  ecclesia  ardentem  :  hoc  tamen  non  faciunt^  . 
Executores  Johannis  Sutton  defuncti'^.  Executores 
Ranulphi  jNIichell  defuncti  et  Willelmus  Sutton  viuens 
debent  ecclesie  ibidem  viginti  marcas  ex  legato 
Johannis  Powar  .  Matilda  Burdewes  legauit 
iij  li.  xiij  s.  iiij  d.  soluendos  de  quadam  domo  quam 
domum  Johannes  More  generosus  iam  habet  et 
occupat  iure  vxoris  sue,  et  dicta  summa  iij  li.  xiij  s.  iiijd. 
est  insoluta  .  Dictus  Willelmus  Sutton  deberet  soluere 
dictas  iij  li.  xiij  s.  iiij  d. 

Edlesbergh.^  Dominus  Johannes  Hutt  cantarista  non  fundacione 
cantarie  sue  vixit'  :  celebrat  ibidem  semell  in 
septimana. 

fo.  36d. 

Buckingham    Decanatus 

In  ecclesia  prebendali  de  Buckingham  xvj™o  Maii  Anno 
domini    millesimo     ccccc^o     xix^^o    per     dominum     episcopum 

PERSONALITER.^ 

Chitwod  capella.*  Solebant  ibidem  esse  tres  campane  et  iam 
est  ibidem  tantum  vnica  campana  Non  habent  ibidem 
aliqua  bona  vestimenta  sacerdotalia,  nee  sunt  ibidem 
libri  sufficientes  .  Fons  baptismalis  est  fractus  / 
fenestre  vitree  in  ecclesia  sunt  fracte  /  Pluit  in  pluribus 
partibus  ecclesie  .  Dicunt  parrochiani  hec  omnia 
pertinere  ad  Abbatem  et  conuentum  de  Notteley 
proprietarios. 

Stowe.     Osseney'^^  .  Omnia  bene  /  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distributiones  / 

[expeditur]       Testamentum  Agnetis  Colyer  isto  die  fuit  probatum 

per^^  .  Dominus  Ricardus  H alley  habet  mulierem  secum. 

^  Whitchurch. 

^  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Woburn,  proprietors. 

^  Jacere  cancelled. 

*  Johannes  Sutton  deces  cancelled. 
'  Ranulphus  Michell  cancelled. 

*  Edlesborough. 

'  Sic  :  apparently  for  vivit.  '  He  does  not  live  upon  the  foundation  of  his 
cliantry  ',  i.e.  by  its  endowments. 

*  Number  of  entries  22,  all  parish  churches.  Churches  omitted  :  Caversfield, 
Lillingstone  Dayrell,  Radclive,  Turweston,  Water  Stratford,  with  the  prebendal 
church  of  Buckingham  witli  Horley  and  Hornton. 

'  Chetwode,  actually  a  church  with  a  parish,    but  served,   like  others  belonging 
to  Nutley  abbey,  by  a  curatus  amotivus. 
^^  I.e.  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Oseney. 
^^  ?  commissarium  omitted. 
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HiLLESDON  ECCLESIA.  Nottehy  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  / 
Altare  beate  Marie  /  et  summum  altare  non  habent 
le  aulter  stones  sed  dumtaxat  superaltaria  .  Non 
fiunt  ibidem  distributiones  .  Deseruitur  per  capellanum 
amotiuum. 

Sturton  capella.^  Notteley  .  Omnia  bene  /  Non  fiunt  ibidem 
distribuciones  .  Deseruitur  per  capellanum  amotiuum. 

TwYFORD.  Lincoln  college  .  Fons  baptismalis  non  seruatur  sub 
cera  /  Deseruitur  per  capellanum  amotiuum. 

Adington.  Magister  AVillelmus  HaU-  rector  non  residet  ./  Cancellus 
est  ruinosus  ./  Bruta  animalia  pascuntur  in  cimiterio  . 
Dimittitur  ecclesia  laico  j 


Westbury. 


Preston.^ 


Omnia  bene  /  Elnestow^  .  Dominus  Johannes  Muston 
vicarius. 

Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene   .   Dominus  Ricardus 
Vnderwod  rector  habet  secum  mulierem. 


Morton.^  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  /  Fons  baptismalis 
non  seruatur  sub  cera  /  Dominus  Thomas  Fox  rector 
habet  secum  mulieres. 


Lekehampsted.      Rector    viz 

Dimittitur  laico  et  est  in  ruina 


magister    Askum^    non    residet 


Foxcote.'  Omnia  bene  /  Dominus^  rector  habet  secum  sororem 
suam. 

Padbury.  Bradwell .  Omnia  bene  .  Vicaria  dimittitur  laico  .  Dominus 
Ricardus  Alwey  vicarius  senex  est. 

Sh ALSTON.  Muri  ecclesie  sunt  defectiui  .  Fons  baptismalis  non 
seruatur  sub  cera  .  Dominu^^  rector  ibidem  est  senex. 

Thornton.  Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene  .  Rector  ibidem  habet 
in  domo  sua  quamdam  mulierem  Johannam  Thakham  j 
Parrochiani  tamen  nichil  mali  de  ea  suspicantur,  / 
hoc  excepto  quod  mulier  ipsa  est  nimis  elata  et  elate 
profert  verbo^"  parrochianis  ibidem  .  Et  Johanna 
Thakham  predicta^^  est  communis  meritrix  et  moratur 
infra  rectoriam  et  ibidem  communem  fouet  tabernam  .  / 

^  Barton  Hartshorn  appears  to  be  meant. 

2  Called  Hayle  in  1526. 

'  The  abbess  and  convent  of  Elatow,  co.  Bedford. 

*  Preston  Bisset.  *  Maids  Moreton. 

*  Called  Robert  Aschcome  in   1526.  '  Foscott. 

*  Name  blank:   James  Walton  in  1526. 
'■•  Name  blank  :    George  Fill  in   1526. 

^^  iSic.  ^^  de  eaclern  cancelled. 
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fo.  37. 


Akeley. 


Est  eciam  ipsa  Johanna  communis  scolda  .  Rector 
viuit  cum  ea  incontinenter^  .  Dominus  Thomas  Rogers 
rector  ibidem. 


Omnia  bene  /  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Rector  ibidem  est 
magno  senio  confectus  :  vix  potest  deseruire  cure 
sue  .  Attamen  parrochi-  ibidem  bene  contentantur./ 


Stepull  Cleydon.^  Osseney  .  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  tectura 
et  in  fenestriis  vitreis  ad  quod  plu  .  .  ti  .  Presbiter 
non  celebret*  nee  fient^  ibidem  distribuciones^  Sepius 
querelarunt  :  non  ponitur  remedium  .  Proprietarii 
ibidem  solebant'  exhihere  vestimenta  dominicalia  et 
hoc  non  faciunt  his  diebus  Magister^  Stapleforth 
vicar ius  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua. 

Hadstoke.^  Rector  non  residet  .  Muri  ecclesie  sunt  defectiuui, 
Dimitiitur  laico  .  Dominus  Johannes  Staple  Rector. 

Thornborow.  Westmynster  .  Non  hunt  ibidem  distributiones  / 
Magister  collegii  sancti  Thome  Acres  Londoniarum 
exhiberet  ibidem  quamdam  cantaristam^"  decim  mar- 
carum  annuatim,  /  et  tamen  non  erat  ibidem  aliquis 
huiusmodi  capellanus  sine  cantarista  per  viginti 
annos  preteritos  .  Dominus  Johannes  Skynner  vicarius 
est  ibidem. 


EgecoteJ^ 


Tyngewik. 


Cimiterium  eiusdem  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Rector 
non  residet  :  est  pluralis  .  /  Dimittitur  ecclesia  laico  .  / 
Cancellus  eget  reparacione  .  Dominus  Johannes  Man. 

Agnes  Bevre  non  adherit^-  consorcio^^  Johannis  Bewre 
mariti  sui  .  Ricardus  Mayne  aquibaiulus  ibidem  die 
Veneris  vltimo  innaturaliter  immiscuit  se  carnaliter 
cum  quadam  equa,  et  quedam  EHsabeth  Persons  de 
eadem  ipsum  hoc  faciendo  reperit  et  inuenit  .  Magister 
Magot^^  Rector  de  Tingewik. 


Thornton. 


15 


1  There  seem  to  have  been  two  entirely  opposite  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the 
rector's  relations  with  Jane  Thakliam. 

2  Sic.  ^  This  and  the  next  entry  are  in  a  different  hand. 

*  Sic  :   for  celebrat.  *  Sic  :   for  fiunt.  ^  A  word  cancelled. 

'•  Jacere  cancelled.  *  Christian  name  omitted:    John  Stapulford  in   1526. 

"  Adstock.  ^^  Sic  :    for  cantariam.  ^^  Edgcott.  ^^  Sic  :   for  adherel. 

"  Th  cancelled.  ^*  Thomas  Maket  in  1526.  "  Repeated. 


48  DIOCESAN  VISITATIONS 

Marshe.^  M agister  Hawkesford  Rector.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene 
clausum  .  Johannes  Stokkar  et  Edmundus  Hawkes 
vltimi  iconomi  ecclesie  ibidem  refutant  computare^  et 
bona  ecclesie  in  manibus  suis  nouis  iconomis  liberare  . 
Thomas  Hawkesford  debet  ecclesie  ibidem  xxvj  s. 

Bechampton.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  diuersis  partibus  .  Rector 
percipit  ligna  crescentia  extra  le  AUes  et  non  vult 
inclaudere  cimiterium  Dominus  Willehnus  Cristian 
est  rector  ibidem. 

fo.  37c/. 

Woddesdon  Decanatus 

In  capella  sancte  Marie  Magdalene  apud  Stony  Stratford 
DIE  Martis  xvij  Mah  Anno  1519^^0.3 

Waddesdon.  Cimiterium  non^  honeste  custoditur  :  bruta  animalia 
pascuntur  in  eodem  .  Muri  ecclesie  sunt  defectiui  in 
dyuersis  locis  .  Rectorie  porcionis  de  lee  Grene  incuria 
domini  Ricardi  Huntingdon  et  porcionis  de  le  Moteus 
incuria  domini  Nicholai  Mannaryng  sunt  ruinose./^ 

Queynton.  Magister  Georgius  Brudenell  est  rector^  .  Vestibulum 
est  defectiuum  in  coopertura  incuria  rectoris  ibidem  , 
Bruta  pascuntur  in  cimiterio  .  Katerina  Hows  de 
Queynton  fuit  impregnata  infra  rectoriam  anno 
presente  ./  Rector  ibidem  oppremit  parrochianos  suos 
in  communis  et  custodit  plura  animalia  ibidem  quam 
deberet  in  lesionem  grauem  parrochianorum,  et  rector 
debet  ecclesie  xl  s./  Johannes  Lichfeld  ad  annum 
elapsum  impregnauit  quamdam  Johannam  Lawde'  et 
ipsa  Johanna  iam  moratur  apud  Queynton  nunquam 
fuit  correcta/ 

Northmerston.    Non  est  ibidem  vicarius  /  Wyndesor  proprietarii./ 

Hikford.^     Omnia  bene/ 

OviNG.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  :  habent  ad  reparandum 
citra  festum  Natiuitatis  Johannis  sub  pena  xx  s. 
appHcandorum  ad  le  Fosse  .  Dominus  Thomas  Richards 
habet  secum  mulierem  suspectam. 

1  Marsh  Gibbon.  ^  D  cancelled. 

'Number  of  entries  21,  all  parish  churches.  Churches  omitted:  Cheareley, 
Chilton,  Hogshaw,  Ilmer,  Kingsey,  Long  Crendon,  Lower  Winchendon.  Six  non- 
resident rectors,  one  vicar  reported. 

*  est  cancelled. 

*  '  Le  Grene  '  was  the  third  and  '  le  Moteus  '  the  second  portion  in  the  church 
of  Waddesdon.  Huntingdon  was  still  one  of  the  portioners  in  1526,  when  '  Man- 
veringe  '  was  alive,  but  had  been  pensioned  off. 

*  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  cancelled. 
'  in  cancelled.  *  Ickford. 
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PiCHECOT.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  /  Ricardus  Cartar 
de  eadem  debet  ecclesie  vnum  quarterium  ordei  / 
Ecclesia  est  defectiua  in  tectura  .  Rector  non  residet./ 

Shobingdon.^  Walingford  proprietarii  .  Dominus  Johannes  Berde 
vicarius  .  Janua  cimiterii  est  fracta  .  Rectoria  est 
ruinosa  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones,  et  tamen 
solebant  ibidem  fieri  huiusmodi  distributiones  . 
Vicarius  non  residet  :  est  capellanus  magistri  Briani^ 
in  curia  domini  regis. 

Okeley.  Frideswides  .  Domiyius  Johannes  Clar  vicarius  eiusdem 
est^  canonicus  :  no7i  est  hospitalarius^  .  Fons  baptismalis 
non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones. 

Bryll.  Frideswides  .  Deseruitur  cure  per  vicarium  ammotiuum  . 
Ricardus  Marten,  Thomas  Burton  et  Thomas  Brock 
sunt  debitores  ecclesie  .  Fenestre  vitree  in  canceUo 
et  eciam  in  naui  ecclesie  sunt  defectiue  .  Non  fiunt 
ibidem  distributiones  .  Non  est  ibidem  vicarius  . 
Ostium  cancelli  est  fractum  .  Rectoria  dimittitur 
laico. 

BoRSTALL.^  Frideswides  Deseruitur  cure  ibidem  per  vicarium 
amotiuum  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  .  Fons 
baptismalis  non  seruatur  sub  cera./ 

fo.  38. 

WoRMENHALL.  Fridcswidcs  .  Dominus  Thomas  Oxford  canonicus 
est  ibidem  vicarius  .  Fons  baptismalis  non  seratur  . 
Vicarius  non  vult  permittere  candelas  oblatas 
imaginibus  sanctorum  per  parrochianos  ibidem 
ignire,  sed  statim  eas  aufert  et  apud  se  retinet  .  Idem 
vicarius  depascit  sua  vilia  peccora  in  cimiterio  /  Idem 
vicarius  notatur  de  incontinencia  cum  quadam  Ceciha, 
que  quidem  Cecilia  iam  grauida  est  facta  per  quem 
nescitur/  Pater  ipsius,  Willelmus  North,  supportat 
eandem  in  domo  sua  Idem  vicarius  non  celebrat 
diuina  temporibus  consuetis  .  Idem  vicarius  ipsius 
negligencia  permisit  duo  vestimenta  sacerdotaHa  igniri 
in  ecclesia  ibidem  et  non  fecit  emendam  parrochianis  . 
Idem  vicarius  est  canonicus  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa. 

OUER  WiNCHiNGDON.  Muri  ecclesie  sunt  defectiui^  .  Frideswides  . 
Canonicus  est  ibidem  vicarius. 

^  Shabbington. 

*  Possibly  Sir  Francis  Bryan,  at  this  time  cup-bearer  to  Henry  VIII.    See  article 
in  Diet.  Nat.  Biog. 

'  coi  cancelled.  *  I.e.  given  to  hospitality.  ^  Boarstall. 

•  Nott   cancelled.     The    confusion    between    the    appropriations   of   Nutley    and 
St.  Frideswide's  Ln  this  deanery  was  not  unnatural. 
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Flete  Mbrston.  Ecclesia  est  ruinosa  in  coopertura  ./  Non  est 
ibidem  aquibaiulus  .  Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  et 
in  naui  ecclesie  sunt  fracte  ./  Non  residet  rector  /  est 
pluralis  :  habet  clausulam  .  non  residencie  et  residet 
in  alio  beneficio  infra  jurisdictionem  sancti  Albani. 

AssENDON.^  Notteley  .  Ecclesia  est  ruinosa  in  diuersis  partibus  et 
plures  sunt  ibidem  debitores  ecclesie  .  Cancellus  est 
defectiuus  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distributiones  .  Deser- 
uitiir  cure  per  ammotiuum. 

LuDGARSALE.  M agister  Johannes  Mableston  rector  .  Rector  non 
residet  /  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  /  Est  quedam 
hamelecta  ibidem  vocata  Techewik^  iam  nouiter  per 
Thomam  Hawtry  inclusa,  et  refutat  ipse  contribuere 
reparacioni  matricis  ecclesie,  licet  tamen  ibidem 
inhabitantes  ipsi  contribuerent  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  . 
Dominus  episcopus  admisit  dominum  Thomam  Cut- 
bertson  ad  custodiendum  curam^  apud  Ludgarsall. 

DuRTON.'*  Notteley  .  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Thomas  Redd  firmarius 
rectorie  ponit  bruta  animalia  in  cimiterio  ibidem  / 
Non  fiunt  ibidem  distributiones  .  Deseruitur  cure 
ibidem  per  atnotiuum. 

WoTTON.^  Sancti  Gregorii  Cantuariensis  .  Deseruitur  cure  per 
amotiuum  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Cimiterium 
non  est  bene  clausum  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribu- 
ciones  .  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Bona  ecclesie  sunt  in 
manibus  diuersorum  parrochianorum  .  Cimiterium 
non  custoditur  honeste. 

Aston  Stanford.^  Vestimenta  ecclesie  sunt  vetera  et  fracta  . 
Dominum  Christoferv^  Walkar  rector  .  Dimittitur  ecclesia 
laico  .  Non  residet  rector. 

Grendon  Vnderwod.  Rector  non  residet  /  Cancellus  est  defectiuus 
in  tectura  .  Cimiterium  non  custoditur  honeste  / 
Rectoria  est  ruinosa. 

fo.  3Sd. 

Middle  Claydon.  Cimiterium  non  est  sufficienter  clausum  / 
Fenestre  vitree  ecclesie  sunt  defectiue  Rector  residet 
in  alio  beneficio  suo  et  nominatur  dominus  Willelmus 
Brodehed. 

^  Ashendon.  -  Tetchwick. 

'  I.e.  as  parish  chaplain  or  cuiate,  *  Dorton. 

''  VVotton  Underwood.  *  Aston  Sandford. 


DIOCESAN  VISITATIONS  61 

Est  Cleydon.  Willelmus  Jeffes  de  eadem  detinet  ab  ecclesia 
vj  s.  viij  d.  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Non  habent  dis- 
tribuciones  .  Prior  sancti  Johannis. 

fo.  39. 

Newport  Decanatus^ 

Hardemed.     Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  et  clauibus. 
AsTWOD.     Omnia  bene. 

Castlethrope.-  Willelmus  Sexton  de^  Lekhamsted  debet  ecclesie 
de  Castlethrope  xxix  s.,  et  Johannes  Cowper  debet 
eidem  x  s.     Idem  Johannes  moratur  apud  Cleydon. 

Hauersham.     Rector  non  residet. 
[expeditur] 

WiLLiEN.  Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  fracte  /  Muri  ecclesie 
sunt  defectiuui. 

Ravnston.^  Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  fracte  /  et  pauimentum 
eiusdem  est  fractum. 

Broughton.  Rector  non  residet  .  Dimittitur  rectoria  laico  . 
Cimiterium  magistri  Pryk  adhuc  iacet  ibidem  non 
coopertum,  incuria  rectoris  de  Blecheley  eius^  execu- 
toris  contra  honestatem  ecclesie. 

Lynford  magna.     Omnia  bene  /  Rector  non  residet. 
[expeditur] 

WoLSTON  MAGNA.     Omnia  bene. 

GoTHURST.^  Michaell  Nevell  tenet  in  manu  sua  tria  tenementa 
[expeditur]  solita  dimitti  aliis  ad  firmam,  et  ea  racione  stipendia 
aquibaiuli  non  soluuntur  ;  et  Robertus  Potter  de 
eadem  tenet  in  manu  sua  vnum  tenementum  consimili 
modo  .  Rector  non  residet :  promiset'  residere  .  Rectoria 
dimittitur  laico. 

BoLLEBRiKHiLL.^  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  et  cancellus  est 
ruinosus®  /  Dimittitur  clerico. 

1  Place  of  visitation  not  stated.  Number  of  entries  41,  viz.  37  parish  churches, 
4  chapels.  Churches  omitted  :  Great  Brickhill,  Little  Brickhill,  Chicheley,  Han- 
slope,  Newport  Pagnell,  Okeney,  Olney,  Petsoe,  Tyringham.  Ten  non-resident 
rectors,  one  vicar  reported. 

^  Chapel  to  Hanslope. 

*  Ket  cancelled.  *  Ravenstone. 

^  Beginning  of  word  cancelled.     Cimiterium  is  used  here  for  a  single  tomb. 

«  Gayhurst.  ^  Sic.  «  Bow  Brickhill.  »  Sic, 
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Walton.     Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

Bradwell.  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  .  Cimiterium  non  est 
benene^  clausum. 

Lavenden.     ^Omnia  bene. 

WoFTON.^    Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  /  Cancellus  est 
ruinosus  .  Fons  baptismalis  non  seruatur  sub  cera/ 

fo.  S9d. 

Symston.*     Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  fracte/ 

Emburton.     Omnia  bene. 

Stoke  Goldington.  Johannes  Lane  de  Kettring  debet  ecclesie 
de  Stolfe  Goldington  xl  [s.]  ex  legato  magistri  ShefEord 
nuper  de  Northampton  /  Debet  eciam  eidem  ecclesie 
vnam  tortam^  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  et  dimittitur 
laico.     Cancellus  est  aliqualiter  defectiuus. 

Milton  Keynes.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  /  Fons  non  seratur  . 
Rector  non  residet  /  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico/ 

LouGHTON.  Thomas  Pry  vail  alias  Godeson  debet  ecclesie  ibidem 
iij  s.  iiij  d. 

Crawley   Boriall.^     Rector   non   residet    /   Rectoria   dimittitur 
[expeditur]      laico    /   Rectoria  est   ruinosa    .    Cimiterium   non   est 
bene  clausum. 

Blecheley.     Omnia  bene. 

Newenton        \  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico. 
Blossomvile'    J 

Caluerton.  Rector  non  residet,  et  curatus  ibidem  non  pernoctat 
infra  villam  de  Caluerton  /  Rectoria  est  ruinosa 
aliqualiter/ 

Wavenden.    Dominus  Johannes  Mylvar^  non  residet,  sed  deseruit 
[expeditur]      cure  apud  Dodford^  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico. 

Wouluerton.^"    Cimiterium  ibidem  non  est  bene  clausum. 

^  Sic.  *  Non  est  cancelled. 

*  Woughton  on  the  Green.  *  Simpson. 

*  A  torch.  •  North  Crawley. 

'  Newton  Blossoniville.  *  I.e.  Milward. 

*  In  the  deanery  of  Daventry,  archdeaconry  of  Nortliampton. 
1"  Cimiter  cancelled. 
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CoLDBRAFELD  CAPBLLA. '  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Willelmus 
Bateraan  debet  ecclesie  xiij  s.  iiij  d.  .  Johannes  Hateley 
debet  ecclesie  .  vj  s.  Johannes  Wilcockes  debet  ecclesie 
vj  s.  /  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones. 

Clifton.-  Cimiterium  non  est  clausum,  et  Ricardus  Ive  et 
Michaelis^  Frende  sunt  debitores  eidem  ecclesie. 

Lynford  parua.*'  Solebant  habere  missas  per  tres  dies  in  qualibet 
septimana  et  iam  non  habent  nisi  diebus  dominicis 
tantum. 

MuLSOUE.^     Omnia  bene. 

fo.  40. 

Agnes  Stery^ 

Shenley.     Cancellus  est  ruinosus. 
[expeditur] 

FiLGRAUE.  Cimiterium  non  est  clausum  .  Eciam  Willelmus  Barne- 
well  de  Hanslape  debet  ecclesie  de  Filgraue  vnum 
quarterium  ordei  ex  legato  Alicie  Barnewell. 

Lathbury.     Fons'  baptismalis  non  seruatur  sub  cera. 

WoLSTON  Parua.     Nauis  ecclesie  est  ruinosa. 

Weston  vnderwod.*^  ^Hii  sequentes  sunt  debitores  ecclesie  ibidem  : 
Thomas  Warde  x  s.,  Johannes  Heryng  x  s.,  Johannes 
Clark  vnum  quarterium^**  brasii,  Willelmus  Gudred 
iiij  s.  viij  d.,  Johannes  Leche  iiij  s.,  Thomas  Parkyat 
xij  d.,  Thomas  Warde  vnum  quarterium  brasii. 

Bradwell.^^  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  /  Non  fiunt  dis- 
tributiones/ 

Lathbury.*-  Fons  baptismalis  non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Non  fiunt 
ibidem  distribuciones  .  Radulfus  Alcrofte  de  eadem 
debet  ecclesie  ibidem  vj  s.  viij  d. 

Newenton  ^      Rector  recusat  exhibere  luminare  supra  summum 
LONGViLE*^  y     altare  diebus  dominicis  .  Idem  rector  non  celebrat 
[expeditur]    J       missas  diebus  dominicis  horis  consuetis. 

^  Cold  Brayfield,  so  distinguished  from  the  neighbouring  Brafield  on  the  Green, 
Northants.  Called  capella  as  served  merely  by  a  capellanus  amotivus,  but,  like  the 
capellae  appropriated  to  Nutley  and  St.  Frideswide's  in  Waddesdon  deanery  and 
similarly  served,  a  parish  church.  It  was  appropriated  to  the  prioress  and  convent 
of  Harrold,  Beds. 

*  Clifton  Raynes.  '  Sic. 

*  Chapel  to  Newport  Pagnell.  *  Moulsoe. 

*  Memorandum  at  top  right  hand  corner.  '  s  cancelled. 

*  Chapel  to  Olney,  apparently  treated  here  as  a  parish  church. 

^  Joh  cancelled.  ^^  or  cancelled.  '*  Repeated, 

^'^  Repeated.  »*  Newton  Longville. 
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Stonton  BARRY.  1  Dominus  Willelmus  Foston^  vicarius  de  Bradwell 
habet  ad  firmam  vicariam  de  Stonton  et  non  deseruit 
cure  nee  per  se  nee  per  aliquem  alium  presbiterum  . 
Idem  dominus  Willelmus  Foston  promisit  domino 
facere  illi  ecclesie  deseruiri  iij  diebus  in  septimana  : 
hoc  non  facitur/ 

Sheringdon.^     Omnia  bene  .  Mariona  Kaye  de  eadem  est  iam 
[expeditur]      grauida  facta. 

Stratford  magdalene.^  Dominus  Johannes  Brigges  conductus 
est  ad  deseruiendum  in  ilia  capella  per  annum,  et 
iam  renuit  hoc  facere  .  Petitur  vt  capeUatur.^ 

Stokehamond.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Willelmus 
Colman  senior  /  Robertus  Hoggs,  Thomas  Brightwell 
et  Thomas  Jonson  sunt  debitores  ecclesie  .  Petunt 
parrochiani  ne  aliquis  permittatur  vendere  ceram  in 
ecclesia  nisi  ad  vsum  ecclesie. 

fo.  ^Od.     Blank. 

fo.  4ld. 

Die  martis  xxiiij*o  Maii  anno  domini  ISlO'^o  coram  reuerendo 
in  Christo  patre  domino  Willelmo  Dei  gracia  Lincolniensi  episcopo 
in  ecclesia  collegiata  de  Eton  iudicialiter  sedente  comparuit  magister 
Thomas  Stacy  notarius  publicus  et  exhibuit  procuratorium  suum 
pro  Domino  Rogero  Thirley  rectore  de  Farneham,^  et  fecit  se 
presentem'  pro  eodem  et  peciit  absolucionem  a  suspensionis  sententia 
si  quam  idem  dominus  suus  incederit^  .  Peciit  eciam  relaxationem 
sequestri  in  fructibus  ecclesie  de  Farneham  interpositi  relaxare^ 
et  salua  domino  suo  quadam  congrua  porcione  fructuum  illius 
ecclesie  pro  sua  suspentione  residuum  eorundem  ad  reparacionem 
canceUi  et  rectorie  sue  apphcari  .  Obtulit  eciam  se  paratum  de 
stando  iuri,  etc.  /  Prefatus  tamen  reuerendus  pater  dixit  quod 
non  dum  sibi  constat  ^°  quod  dictus  rector  de  Farneham  est  aliquo 
modo  penitens  sed  quod  permanet  in  contumacia  sua,  eo  quod 
dictus  reuerendus  pater  toto  tempore  ex  quo  ipse  fuit  suspensus 
fuit  continue ^^  infra  archidiaconatum  Buckinghamie  et  plerumque 

^  Stantonbury.  ^  Called  Foster  in   1526.  ^  Shorington. 

*  St.  Mary  Magdalene's,   Stony  Stratford,  chapel  to  Wolverton. 

^  Sic  :  for  compellatur.  It  is  easy  to  see  the  reason  of  the  error.  Brigges  was 
still  curate  in   1526. 

'  Famham  Royal  in  the  deanery  of  Bumham.  No  return  was  made  at  the 
visitation.      ^,^^ 

'  Written  pre.  '  Sic  :   for  incurrerit. 

"  Sic.  ^^  de  cancelled.  ^*  q  cancelled. 
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prope  dictam  ecclesiam  de  Farneham,^  sic  quod  idem  rector  potuisset 
personaliter  venire  pro  absolucione  et  signa  penitentie  ostendere, 
et  hoc  tamen  non  curauit  facere  ;  vnde  dominus  considerans  quod 
penitentia  non  est  danda  nisi  penitenti  huiusmodi  absolucionem 
tunc  non  impendidit  eidem  /  Presentibus  magistro  Rogero  Lupton^/ 
Thoma  Swayn  /  Johanne  Burges  /  Greorgio  Hennege  /  et  Roberto 
Try  ac  me  EW.^ 

fo.  43.     Blank 

fo.  4Sd. 

Chesham   Leicester^ 

Et  magister  Hardy  debet  pensionem  magistro  Ricardo  Dycons 
et  referatur. 

fo.  58. 

[ARCHIDIACONATUS     LINCOLNIE    1519] 

AVELAND     DECANATUS    IN"     ECCLESIA     PAROCHIALI     DE     BrUNE^ 

DIE  Martis  antepenultimo  Junij  anno   15 19°**.^ 

OsBORNEBE.  Fenestra  vitrea  in  cancello  est  fracta  et  sedilia  in 
choro  sunt  fracta  .  Kyme  proprietarij  ibidem  dis- 
tribuunt  annuatim  iiij  quarteria'  grani  inter  paro- 
chianos  .  Vicarius  est  ibidem  hospitalarius.* 

Newton.  Ricardus  Basse  exhiberet  quandam  lampadem  ardentem 
ibidem  et  propter  hoc  habet  terras  ,  et  tantum  hijs 
diebus  ipse  illam  lampadem  non  exhibet  /  Rector 
habet  in  domo  sua  mulierem  non  tamen'  .  Rector 
residet  ibidem  et  seruat  hospitalitatem  .  Non  est 
ibidem  aliqua  pensio  aut  porcio. 

Hareby.^"     Parochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Walcote.     Parochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene  et  residet  vicarius. 

Hacumby.     Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Cetera  bene  omnia. 

BiLLiNGBURGH.  Sedilia  in  choro  sunt  defectiua  /  Non  est  ibidem 
aliqua  pensio  sine  porcio  .  Vicarius  ^ '  residet  et  seruat 
hospitalitatem. 

^  Presumably  the  bishop's  head-quarters  were  at  his  manor  of  Bishop's  Woobum. 

-  The  provost  of  Eton. 

^  I.e.  Edward  Watson  :    a  parafe  as  customary. 

*  Both  moieties  of  the  church  of  Chesham,  appropriated  to  the  abbots  and  con- 
vents of  Leicester  and  Wobiirn  respectively,  were  omitted  from  the  returns  for 
Burnham  deanery.  These  memoranda  were  jotted  down  casually,  and  it  ia 
uncertain  whether  they  have  any  connexion  with  one  another. 

^  Bourne. 

*  Xmnber  of  churches  21,  all  parish  churches.  Chureliea  omitted,  Rippingalo, 
Spanby  and  possibly  Scot  Willoughby.     Two  rectors,  ore  vicar  non-resident. 

'  p  cancelled. 

*  I.e.  given  to  hospitality.  ^  Sic  :    sc.  suspecte.  *••  Hacebv. 
^^  Tiie  proprietors  were  the  prior  and  c^onvent  of  Sempringham, 
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FoLKiNGHAM.  Rector  ibidem  non  residet  sed  est  in  seruicio  domini 
Regis  .  rectoria  ibidem  occupatur  per  procuratorem^  / 
non  per  firmarium  /  Abbas  et  conuentus  de  Bardenay 
habent  porcionem  decimarum  garbarum  et  feni  de 
terns  dominicalibus  anglice  Castell  land  :  alias  omnia''* 
percipit  rector  ibidem  rector  v.d.  T.  hal  de  corp. 
d.  Re.3 


Trikingham.     Cancellus  est  defectiuus 
ibidem  distribuciones. 


Cetera  bene  .  Non  fiunt 


Sempingham.  Thomas  Plumton  de  eadem  debet  ecclesie  xv  s., 
et  Robertus  Mason  de  eadem  debet  ecclesie  ibidem 
iij  s.  iiij  d.  Johanna  Sothyll  de  Poynton  fuit  impreg- 
nata  per  Thomam  Sturdy  de  Pojniton  .  Eadem  Johanna 
notatur  pro  communi  meretrice  / 

Stowe  cum  Burthorp*  capella.  Cimiterium  ibidem  non  est 
clausum  .  Cancellus  est  funditus  collapsus  .  Parochiani 
ibidem^  habent  diuina  singulis  diebus  festis  :  petunt 
eciam  se  habere  diuina  singulis  diebus  Mercurij  et 
Veneris  ,  et  dicunt  quod  taliter  habere  consueuerunt  . 
[Proprietarii  Sempringham.] 

Pykworth.  Rector  ibidem  est  pluralis  et  neutri  eorum  personaliter 
deseruit,  neque  residet  sed  moratur  cum  domino 
Johanne  Husy  milite  et  est  eius  senescallus  [Habet 
pluralitatem.^] 


DOWESBY. 

[Notatur] 


fo.  58d. 


SWATON. 


Dominus  Thomas  Marmyon'  rector  ibidem  non  residet  / 
Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Robertus  Mason  de  Eddenham 
debet  ecclesie  de  Dowesby  .  .  s.  viij  d.,  et  Nicholaus 
Graveden  de  Asellaby^  debet  eidem  ecclesie  dimidium 
quarterium  brasij. 

Avelond 

Dominus  Johannes  Thomas,  vicarius  ibidem,  canonicus 
de  Barlinges,^  non  facit  continuam  ibidem  residenciam  / 
et  ipse  vicarius  imponit  bruta  animalia  sua  in  cimi- 
terium ibidem  et  sic  cimiterium  deturpatur. 

1  I.e.  the  chui'chwarden.  ^  Sic  :    for  omnes. 

^  This  sentence  is  written  indistinctly  in  another  hand.  The  extension  is  '  Rector 
videhcet  dominus  Thomas  Hal[l]  de  corpore  {sic)  domini  regis  '.  Corp.,  however, 
is  probably  an  error  for  cap.,  i.e.  capella. 

*  Birthorpe. 

^  non  cancelled.  This  church,  no  longer  existing,  appears  at  this  date  almost 
to  have  lost  its  parocliial  character. 

*  I.e.  a  dispensation  for  plurality.      See  p.  66,  note  3  below. 
'  Called  Marmyn  in   1526.         *  Aslackby. 

^  The  proprietors  were  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Barlings. 
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HORBLYNG 
LOUGHTON 


Omnia  bene. 


Dominus  Willelmus  Cuthbert,  canonicus  Semping- 
ham,  vicarius  ibidem,  permittit^  parochianos  ibidem 
imponere  animalia  bruta  in  cimiterium  /  et  sic  illud 
deturpat. 

Kyrkby  Vnderwodd.     Parochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

DuNESBY.  Revestiarium  est  defectiumn  incuria  pectoris  ibidem 
eo  quod  iUud  reuestiarimn  est  in  choro  et  ad  dorsum 
summi  altaris  /  Idem  rector  habet  in  domo  sua  duas 
mulieres,  non  tamen  suspiciose. 

Demmylby  capella  de  Willughby.-  Johannes  Osb  .  .  .  absentat 
se  plenarie  a  diuinis  officiis. 

AsLAKBY.  Dominus  Edmundus  Thakwray,  vicarius,  habet  in 
domo  sua  mulierem  non  tamen  suspecte  .  Non  fiunt 
ibidem  distribuciones. 

Morton.     Omnia  bene. 

Quidam  dominus  Johannes,^  capellanus  dudum  de 
Walcot,  ibidem  decessit  et  eius  testamentum  nondum 
fuit  probatum  .  Et  Johannes  Clark,  nuper  seruiens 
Humfridi  Walcote,  decessit  ibidem  et  ipsius  testa- 
mentum nondum  approbatum  Idem  Humfridus  Wal- 
cote presumpsit  disponere  et  administrare  bona 
dictorum  defunctorum  absque  auctoritate.^ 

BuRNE.^  Vicarius  percipit  pro  quoHbet  infante  baptisato  vnum 
denarium  .  Item  rectores^  ibidem  percipiunt  pro 
quohbet  matrimonio  solemnisato  ad  ipsorum  vsum 
vj  d.,  cum  ab  antiquo  solebant  percipere  dumtaxat 
iiij  d.  Rectores  ibidem  deberent  exhibere  vnam 
lampadem  ardentem  coram  sacramento  altaris  in 
choro  ecclesie  parochiaHs,  tamen  hijs  diebus  hoc  non 
perficitur  /  Nauis  ecclesie  est  defectiua  incuria  domini 
abbatis  eo  quod  non  mundat  quoddam  lez  Guttre 
inter  ecclesiam  parochialem  et  edificia  monasterij 
cuius  reparacio  ad  abbatem  predictum  pertinet'  / 
Item    vicarius    ibidem    refutat    diebus    rogacionum 

^  canon  cancelled. 

*  It  is  not  clear  whether  this  implies  that  Dembleby  was  a  chapel  of  Scot 
Willoughby  or  vice  versa.  Both  churches,  however,  were  independent  rectories 
at  this  date. 

^  Surname  left  blank.  The  church  of  \Valcot  was  appropriated  to  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Sempringham,   but  no  vicarage  was  ordained. 

*  Three  small  letters  n  in  the  margin,   i.e.  nuta. 
'  Bovune. 

**  I.e.  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Boui'ne. 

'  The  parish  church  was  the  nave  of  the  conventual  church,  with  the  cloister  on 
the  north. 
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circuire  totam  parrochiam  /  et  dicunt  magnam  partem 
parrochie  quod  non  circuit*  /  contra  antiquum  morem 
ibidem  vsitatum    /  Hugo  Ding  et  eius  vxor  fouent 

lenocinium s  Wilsby  et^  Alicia  Youle  insimul 

cotidie  fornicantur  .  Georgius  Sawer  et  Annys  Skethe 
notantur  de  adulterio  .  Ricardus  Repam  fouet  in 
domo  sua^  lenocinium  et  Em  .  .  .  vxor  dicti  Hugonis 
Ding  notatur  de  adulterio  /  Georgius  Wilson  predict 

muliere    ibidem    et    banna    tribus 

vicibus  fuerunt  edita  et  iam  non  vult  habere  illam. 

[  Johannes  Tancar'  de  .  .  .  . 
Testamenta  I  ^Sobar  de  Kyrkeby. 

[  Nicholai  Heyther  de  Pykwourth,  ^ 

fo.  59. 

Croyland  villa 

ViSITACIO  EXERCITA  IBIDEM  PER  DOMINUM  VICARIUM  GENERALEM 
PRIMO    DIE    JULIJ    ANNO    DOMINI   M^   CCCCC™^   XIX^^o. 

Dominus^  Thomas  Wilson  curatus. 

Dominus    Willelmus    Clark    capellanus    fraternitatis 

Corporis  Christi. 
Dominus  Johannes  Bocher  capellanus  conuentus. 
Dominus    Ricardus    More    capellanus    de    Whaplod 

Drove. ' 
Dominus  Robertus  Gee  stipendiarius  ibidem. 

Aquibaiulus  nomine  Johannes  Maryet  censetur  esse 
minus  idoneus. 

Johannes  Thomson  junior,  Ricardus  Tebb  senior, 
Hugo  Wiche  et  Johannes  Stevenson  de  villa  Croyland 
dicunt  quod  Johannes  Wheateley  de  Croyland,  water- 
man, adulteratus  est  cum  quadam  juuencula  seruiente 
Johannis  Trugoode  de  Deping. 

Item  dicunt  quod  vxor  Nicholai  Ramesey  adultera- 
tus^ est®  et  insimul  duas  proles  peperit  .  Sed  per 
quem  fuit  cognita  aut  impregnata  ignoratur. 

Item  Willelmus  Broke  de  Croyland  debet  ecclesie 
ibidem  xlvj  s.  viij  d.,  quam  summam  habuit  ex 
stipite  fraternitatis   beate  Marie  Croylandie. 

*° Johannes  Fraunces  manet  apud  Waldram  Hall  . 
Notatur  cum  quadam  muliere  manente  apud  Whaplod 
cuius  nomen  ignoratur. 

^  The  construction  of  the  sonieiuo  is  hopelessly  muddled,  but  the  sense  is  clear. 
-  Al  cancelled.  ^  leo  cancelled. 

*  Christian  name  a  blank.  ^  All  three  na^nes  are  cancelled. 

*  Johannes  and  the  beginning  of  a  surname  cancelled. 
'  Whajilode  Drove  is  in  the  parish  of  Whaplode. 

*  Sic.  *  cum  cancelled.  ^"  Franciscits  cancelled, 
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Eodem  die  circa  horam  terciam  post  meridiem 
dictus  Johannes  Wheateley  coram  domino  vicario 
generali  personaliter  constitutus  Johannes  Wheateley^ 
et  premissum  crimen  sibi  obiectum  negauit,  vnde 
dominus  vicarius  generalis  assignauit  sibi  ad  pur- 
gandum  se  die  crastino  tunc  sequente  cum  sexta 
manu  vicinorum  suorum. 

[In  margin  quia  factum  est  patet.] 

fo.  59d.     Blank. 

fo.  60. 

Southholand^ 

IN    ECCLESIA    PAROCHIALI    DE    SpALDING    IIIJ^O    DIE    JULIJ 

Anno  domini  1519^°. 

SuRFLETT.^  *Rector  ibidem  non  residet  .  Ipse  rector  seruaret 
lampadem  in  choro  et  hoc  non  facit  .  Idem  rector 
detinet  quandam  pasturam  a  diacono  .  Similiter 
detinet  ab  ede  sacra  sex  lumina  cerea. 

Item  detinet  duos  cereos  qui  debent  ferri  ante 
processionem  et  hoc  non  facit. 

Dominus  Robertus  Wryght  capellanus  habet 
diuersas  fermas  temporalium  et  est  communis  mercator 
canabis,  grani  et  catallorum. 

Pascit*  diuersa  animalia  bruta  in  cimiterio,  videlicet 
equos  et  ones. 

Rector  idem  suspecte  ffrequentat  societatem  cuius- 
dam'"  mulieris  vocate  Agnetis  Obrey  vidue. 

Item  vxores  Johannis  Austyn,  Roberti  Carter  et 
WiUelmi  Hebburn®  custodiunt  publicas  tabernas' 
quibus^  tempore  diuinorum  multi  *vtuntur  et  ea 
occasione  a  diuinis  se  absentant,  et  precipue^  Johannes 
Robert,  Thomas  Barret,  Edwardus  Laborer,  Johannes 
Robynson,  Jacobus  Tailour,  Ricardus  Dalley,  Robertus 
Bacheler  et  Thomas  Tofte. 

Item  dominus  Robertus  Wright  curatus  ibidem 
non  celebrat  officia  diuina  horis  debitis  diebus  festis 
neque  diebus  feriatis,  cuius  pretextu  plures  parochiani 

ibidem  amittunt  diuina  et  auditionem  diuinorum.^" 

^Sic. 

*  In  South  Holland  1 1  churches  entered,  9  of  whicla  are  parish  churches.  In 
North  Holland  {see  p.  69  below)  17  parish  churches.  There  are  no  returns  from 
Boston,  where  the  visitation  of  North  Holland  was  held.  Other  churches  omitted 
are  Beningto:;,  Fishtoft,  Fleet  and  pcssibly  Holbeach.  One  rector  and  one  vicar 
in  South  Holland  non-resident,  three  vicars  in  Nortli  Holland. 

'  The  text  is  written  in  two  distinct  hands.  The  points  at  which  they  change 
are  marked  by  asterisks  in  the  copy. 

*  Written  over  custodit  cancelled. 
•'  Written  over  queda  cancelled. 

^  V  cancelled.  "  in  cancelled.  *  in  cancelled, 

^  Bohertus  cancelled.  ^^  n[ota]  in  margin. 
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Quidam  infantulus  dimissus  fuit  ad  ostium  Thome 
Leeke,  et  mater  eiusdem  asserebat  Thomam  Leeke 
esse  patrem  eiusdem  infantuli  .  Ipse  tamen  Thomas 
hoc  negauit,  et  sic  infantulus  ipse  erat  transmissus 
ad  diuersa  loca  et  male  tractatur  ac  periculatur. 

Georgius^  Dowesby-  non  vult  soluere  benedictum 
panem  nee  vult  soluere  stipendium  aqueiali,^  et  ipse 
Georgius  vix  interest  in  ecclesia  sua  parochiali  tem- 
poribus  diuinorum  quater  in  anno. 

*Pynchebyke.  Willelmus  Shalok  et  vxor  eius  non  audiunt* 
diuina  officia  .  Vxor  eiusdem,^  Willelmi  est  communis 
diffamatrix. 

Item  Johannes  Reydysdall  et  Agnes  vxor  eius  et 
Johannes  Lytwhyt  non  venmnt  ad^  diuina  officia. 

Willelmus  Anson  custodiebat  diuersa  fora  in  festis 
Annunciacionis  beate  Marie  et  sancti  Johannis 
Baptiste. 

Item  Robertus  Dere  non  custodit  diem  festum. 

Item  Johannes  Gou''  filius  Thome  Gou'  est  com- 
munis mercator  in  ecclesia  festis  diebus. 

MuLTON.     Vicarius  ibidem  non  residet  [magister  Bond  .  vicarius],^ 
Parochiani    dicunt    quod    Johannes    Dryver    fouet 

lenocinium. 

Thomas  HyU  generosus  custodit  illicitam  societatem 

aliter  quam  faceret. 

Sutton  sancti  Jacobi  capelli.^  Vicarius  ibidem  detinet  diuersos 
cereos  ab  ede  sacra. 

Solebant  habere  duos  capeUanos  parochiales  ad 
exibicionem  vicarii. 

Capella  de  Lutton^"  in  parochia  de  Soton.  Solebant  habere 
capellanum  idoneum  ad  exibicionem  vicarii. 

fo.  60rf. 

Spaldyng.  Solebant  habere  duos  capellanos  parochiales  ad  exhi- 
bicionem  prioris*  celebrantes  in  ecclesia  parrochiali 
ibidem  .  Prior  modernus  subtrahit  alterum  ipsorum 
capellanorum,  cuius  pretextu  cultus  diuinus  ibidem 
diminuitur, 

1  Written  over  Johannes  cancelled. 
-  Will  cancelled.  *  Sic. 

*  Written  over  celebrant  cancelled. 
^  Written  over  idem  cancelled. 

*  Written  over  celebrant  cancelled. 
'  Probably  Oouer. 

*  Added  in  another  hand.     William  Bond  was  vicar  in  1526. 
^  Sic.     Chapel  to  Long  Sutton. 

1"  Otherwise  Sutton  St.  Nicholas. 
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Sunt  in  ipsa  ecclesia  quatuor^  aquibaiuli  conducti 
per  parrochianos  ibidem  /  Ipsi  clerici  diebus  festiuis 
ad  nutum  domini  prioris  sunt^  cantantes  in  prioratu 
et  dininus  cultus  omittitur  in  ecclesia  parrochiali  per 
eosdem,  licet  parrochiani  eos  conducant. 

Prior  ibidem  exhiberet  in  ecclesia  parrochiali  duos 
diaconos  /  et  iam  subtrahet^  vnum  illorum  /  et  sic 
diminuitur  cultus  diuinus  in  ecclesia  parrochiali 
ibidem. 

Prior  exhiberet  vnum  secularem  capellanum  cele- 
braturum  in  the  lez  Rudechirche*  et  ipse  capellanus 
presenciam  suam  faceret  in  ecclesia  parrochiali  tem- 
poribus  diuinorum,  et  iam  ipse  prior  confer t  illud 
seruicium  vni  ex  monachis  suis  et  sic  diuinus  cultus 
in  ecclesia  parrochiali,^ 

Fenestra  vitrea  supra  summum  altare  ecclesie 
conuentualis^  est  nimium  defectiua,  adeo  quod  curatus 
plerumque  nescit  ibidem  celebrare  missam. 

Prior  eciam  conducit  presbiteros  minus  idoneos  et 
indoctos  ad  custodiendum  curam  ibidem  /  nee  confert 
eisdem  competens  salarium  pro  honesto  presbitero. 

Curatus  ibidem  non  celebrat  diuina  horis  consuetis 
sed  horis  incertis,  adeo  quod  plerumque  plures 
parrochiani  ibidem  veniunt  ad  ecclesiam  post  horas 
et  diuina  officia  /  et  aliquando  longe  ante  omnia 
diuina. 

Curatus  ibidem  non  vult  transire  ad  domum  alicuius 
defuncti  pro  ipsius  corpore  in  ecclesiam  deferendo 
nisi  habeat  pro  suis  laboribus  ij.  d. 

Dominus  Johannes  Lee  curatus  ibidem  notatur  de 
incontinencia  cum  diuersis  mulieribus. 

Johannes  Berston  eciam  notatur  de  incontinentia 
cum  diuersis. 

Presbiteri  ibidem  stipendiarii  et  fraternitatum  non 
faciunt  suas  presencias  in  choro  temporibus  diuinorum, 
sed  ipsi  celebrant  missas  tempestiue  /  et  tunc  sub- 
trahuntur  parrochiani  a  diuinis.' 

Vxor  Ricardi  Laughton  fouet  lenocinium  in  domo 
sua. 

^  stipendiarii  presbiteri  et  cancelled. 
-  celeb  cancelled.  *  Sic. 

*  The  chapel  of  the  Holy  Rood  on  the  east  brink  of  the  Welland. 
^  Sic  :   diminuitur  omitted. 

*  Sic,  but  parochialis  evidently  is  meant. 

'  In  1526  five  stipendiary  chaplains  are  mentioned  in  addition  to  the  curate. 
It  is  likely  that  most  of  these  were  chaplains  of  fraternities.  Certificates  from 
four  such  bodies  were  returned  in  1389,  viz.  those  of  St.  Jolrn  Baptist,  the  Holy 
Trinity,  St.  Mary  in  the  south  part  of  the  parish  and  St.  Mary  on  the  east  brink 
of  the  Welland  (ex  parte  orientali  ripe  de  Spaldyng),  the  last  of  which  was  presumably 
in  a  separate  chapel.     See  Westlake,  Parish  Oilds,  1919,  pp.  176,  176. 
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*Tyde  MARY.  Ricardus  Jacson  non  probauit  testamentum  Johannis 
Roper. 

Katerina  Sylvester  executrix  Johannis  Sylvester 
non  compleuit  testamentum  Johannis  Sylvester. 

Cantarista  ex  fundacione  magistri  Thymmylby  in 
ecclesia  de  Tydd  Marie  non  celebrat  ibidem,  sed  apud 
Polome^  in  domo  magistri  Thymmylby. 

Sutton  sancte  Marie.  Vicarius  et  dominus  Jacobus  Smyth 
custodiunt  equos  in  cemiterio. 

Georgius  Wylkynson  non  custodit  diem  festum. 
Henricus  Betson  lauabat  ones  in  festo  sancti  Petri 
vltimo  preterito. 
fo.  61. 

South  Holand 

Weston.  Dominus  Robertus  Stedeman  capellanus  secrete  cus- 
todiuit  mulierem  in  camera  per  spacium  duodecim 
dierum  et  vltra.- 

Item  Thomas  Stedman  eiusdem  parochie  vtitur 
suspiciose  societate  Emme  vxoris  Johannis  Enderby^ 
eiusdem  parochie. 

Ipse  Johannes  Enderby  satis*  ipsius  criminis  satis  ^ 
sciens  et^  earn  non  corrigit. 

Gedney.  Cancellus  ibidem  est'  ruinosus  .  Ecclesia  et  piramis 
eiusdem  non  sunt  bene  reparate.^ 

Dominus  Ricardus  Fletcher  *  capellanus  celebrans 
in  ecclesia  de  Gedney  Fen^  non  celebrat  diuina  officia 
in  eadem  ecclesia  vt  deberet  iuxta  ordinacionem 
desuper  factam.^" 

Item  iUi  qui  conficiunt^^  saull  in  le  Salte  cotes  apud 
Grednev  laborant  communiter  diebus  dominicis  et  aliis 
festiuis. 

Whaplodd.  Vicarius  non  seruat  hospitahtatem,  sed  ipse  in  absentia 
sua  exhiberet  duos  capellanos  .  Est  iam  presens  et 
exhibet  vnum  et  tamen  parrochiani  non  contentantur  . 
Cancellus  est  totaliter  ruinosus  adeo  quod  diuina  non 
possunt  ibidem  perfici  incuria  vicarii  ibidem,  vt  dicunt 
parrochiani,  quia  ipse  tenetur  ad  reparacionem 
eiusdem  .  Libri  et  alia  vestimenta  et  ornamenta 
ecclesie  sunt  defectiua  incuria  vicarii  qui  deberet  ea 
reparare. 

^  Poolham  in  tlie  parish  of  Woodhall,  about  2  miles  S.W.  of  Thimbleby. 

*  No[ta}  in  margin.  '  de   W  cancelled. 

*  celus  cancelled.  *  Sic. 

*  non  cancelled.  '  «  cancelled. 

*  The  piramis  ia  presumably  the  roof  of  the  nave. 

'  The  chapel  of  the  Holy  Trinity  at  Gedney  Hill  in  the  parish  of  Gedney. 
^°  No[ta]  in  margin.  ^^  sail  cancelled. 
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Executores  Willelmi  Haltofte  armigeri  et  Gilberti 
Haltofte  dudum  vicarij  de  Holbeche  deberent  exhibere 
vnum  capellanum  pro  ipsorum  animabus  celebraturum 
per  quinquaginta  annos,  et  tamen  hoc  non  fecerunt 
per  xj  annos  preteritos.^ 
fo.  61d.     Blank. 

fo.  62. 

Wraghoo  Decanatus'^ 

IN     ECCLESIA      PAROCHIALI      DE      WrAGBY      DIE     MARTIS      XIJ™o 

JuLij  ANNO  Domini  millesimo  quingentesimo  xix^o. 

LuDFORD.^  Dicunt  Johannes  Patenson  vicarius,  de  Sixyll  canonicus, 
habet  secum  in  domo  sua  quandam  senem  muUerem. 

Sixyll.  Vicarius  non  seruat  hospitahtatem  in  domo  sua  neque 
ibidem  pernoctat,  sed  pernoctat  infra  prioratum  et 
ibidem  commedit  et  communas  habet^  .  Idem  vicarius 
attendit  de  magistro  Moigne  et  eius  vxore,  adeo  quod 
si  omnes  parochiani  ibidem  sunt  presentes  vicarius 
ille  exspectat  aduentum  dicti  magistri  Moigne  prius- 
quam  incipiat  diuina,  et  eo  Moigne  presente,  hcet 
omnes  alij  sint^  absentes,  diuina  incipit  et  perficit. 

Steyfeld.^     Parochiani  dicunt  omnia  esse  bene. 

Appley.'     Omnia  bene. 

Est  Barkwourth.^  Seruicia  diuina  non  fiunt  ibidem  horis  con- 
suetis*  /  Rector  ibidem  habet  in  domo  sua  duas 
juuenculas  /  Ipse  Rector  est  firmarius  temporaUum 
terrarum  .  Porci  et  auce  dicti  rectoris  ipsius  incuria 
deturpant  cimiterium  ibidem. 

Langton.^"  Dominus  Ricardus^^  Ingland  vicarius  ibidem  habet 
duas  puellas  in  domo  sua,  quas  ipse  promisit  infra 
XX  ti  dies  tunc  proximas  amouere. 

Panton.  Rector  ibidem  est  firmarius  temporaHum  firmarum  .  Idem 
rector  habet  in  domo  sua  duas  mulieres  vnam  senem 
aham  iuuenem/^^ 

^  This  entry  appears  to  refer  to  Holbeach. 

*  25  churches  mentioned,  all  parish  churches.  Snelland  omitted,  together  with 
Hainton  and  Goltho,  peculiars  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln  and  Bullington 
priory  respectively.     Two  rectors,  one  vicar  non-resident,  all  at  vtniversitiea. 

'  Ludford  Magna,  appropriated  to  Sixhill  priory. 

*  No[ta]  in  margin.  ^  p  cancelled.  ^  Stainfield. 

'  The  churches  of  Stainfield  and  Apley  were  both  appropriated  to  Stainfield  priory, 
but  no  vicarages  were  ordained. 

*  East  Barkwith. 

*  Nolta]  in  margin,  repeated  with  reference  to  next  sentence. 

"  Langton  by  Wragby.  ^^  Chrietofenia  in  1526.  ^'^  No[ta]  in  margin. 
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Houghton  in  Beguaryng.^     Omnia  bene. 

LuDFORD  PARUA.  Rector  ibidem  est  communis  firmarius  tem- 
poraMum  firmarum,^  et  ipse  rector^  facit  viam 
publicam  per  cimiterium  ecclesie  pro  cataUis  suis  et 
habet  in  domo  sua  matrem  suam  et  aliam  mulierem. 

Hatton,  Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  matrem  suam  et  aliam 
iuuenculam. 

Keremond.^     Omnia  bene. 

Wragby.     Rectoria  est  ruinosa  et  eciam  vicaria  est  defectiua.^ 


fo.  Q2d. 

Staynton.^ 
Bardeney. 

LiSSINGTON. 


Wraghoo  Decanatus 

Omnia  bene. 

Thomas  Erwytt  off  Buget  impregnauit  seruientem 
suam  /  Johannes  Fosse  ahas  Danyell  habet  in  domo 
sua  personas  suspectas  in  domo  sua.' 

Thomas  Wales  et  Elisabeth  Tornar  adinuicem  forni- 
cantur  et  ipse  Thomas  dictam  EUsabeth  impregnauit  / 
Ricardus  Russell  abest  ab  ecclesia  sua  parochiaH 
plerumque  temporibus  diuinorum. 


Leggesby.*^    Cancellus  est  ruinosus 
regularis.^ 

West  Teryngton.     Omnia  bene. 


Vicarius  ibidem  est  canonicus 


Sotby.  Rector  non  seruat  ibidem  hospitalitatem  ^°  /  Dominus 
iniunxit  sibi  quod  ipse  infra  quindenam  iam  proxime 
sequentem  in  dicto  suo  beneficio  residebit  et  ibidem 
hospitalitatem  iuxta  valorem  beneficij  sui  seruabit  . 
Idem  rector  habet  de  bonis  illius  ecclesie  apud  se^^ 
s.  iiij  d.  /  Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  defectiue  . 
Idem  rector  plerumque  est  absens  temporibus 
necessariis  cum  sint  sacramenta  ministranda. 

Benyngwourth.^2.     Omnia  bene. 

1  Holton  Beckering.  *  No{ta]  in  margin. 

'  hahet  in  domo  sua  matrem  stuim  et  aliam  juuenculam   cancelled,  together  with 
no[tatu'\r  in  margin. 

*  Kirmond-le-Mire. 

^  Nolhi]  in  margin.     The  rectors  were  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Oswald  at 
Nostell  in  Yorkshire. 

*  Stainton-b[by]y-Langworth.  '  Sic. 

*  Cam.  written  in  margin  above  Leggesby  and  cancelled. 
®  Legsby  church  was  appropriated  to  Sixhill  priory. 

1"  A' o[to]  in  margin.  ^^  xli  [?]  cancelled.  ^^  Lienniworth. 
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Westbarkwourth.  ^  Rector  est  communis  occupator  temporalium 
firmarum  /  et  ipse  rector  habet  in  domo  sua  quamdam 
mulierem  coniugatam  et  nescitur  vbi  moratur  illius 
maritus.- 

SouTHWYLLYNGHAM.     Rector  studet  Cantebrigie.^ 

Est  Tbryngton.^  Dominus  Robertus  Blythe  est  firmarius  tem- 
poralium. 

Byscopthorpe.^  Omnia  bene  .  Rector  habet  mulierem  in  domo 
sua. 

Wikenby.     Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  mulierem. 

Burgh  super  bayn.  Vicarius^  non  residet  sed  est  in  studio 
Cantibrigie, '  nee  est  ibidem  aliquis  curatus  nisi 
dumtaxat  stipendiarius  quidam  presbiter. 

Rande.     Rector  non  residet,  sed  est  in  studio  Oxoniis.^ 
fo.  63. 

Horncastre  Hill  et  Gartre® 

IN    ECCLESIA   PAROCHIALI    DE    HORNCASTRE    DIE    MeRCURIJ 

xnjnio  JuLij  ANNO  Domini  m™o  ccccc™o  xix^o, 

Maram.^°  Rector  non  residet ^^  .  Quedam  fifenestra  in  cancello  est 
defectiua. 

Hemyngby.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  et  rectoria  est  in  grandi  ruina  . 
Robertus  Grene^^  Ricardus  Wyrth  commisserunt 
fornicacionem  cum  AHcia  Waytt  .  Thomas  Norcotes 
et  AHcia  Waytt  diffamauerunt  vicinos  suos  .  Willelmus 
Maltby  non  adheret  vxori  sue  .  Alicia  ^^  Waytt 
fabricauit  testamentum  falsum  cuiusdam  defuncti. 

Horncastre.  Thomas  Fitz William  generosus  tenet  in  amplexibus 
fornicariis  vxorem  Thome  Edhngton  quam  diu  tenuit 
et  dictus  Thomas  Edhngton  notatur  pro  pronuba  inter 
eosdem.^^ 

1  West  Barkwith.  ^  No\ta]  in  margin. 

'  Master  Thomas  Compton  was  rector  in  1526. 

*  Rector  est  firmarius  cancelled.     Blythe  was  actually  rector. 

*  Biscathorpe.  *  apud  London    interlined. 
'  Master  William  Miasenden  was  rector  in  1526. 

*  Master  Edward  Folneby  (i.e.  E'ulnetby)  was  rector  in  1526. 

*  Churches  entered  27,  with  two  repeated  and  two  inserted  from  other  deaneries, 
viz.  6  from  Horncaatle,  9  from  Hill,  12  from  Gartree.  A  large  nmnber  of  omissions 
from  each  deanery.     Five  rectors,  one  vicar  non-resident. 

^°  Mareham-le-Fen.  ^^  No[ta]  in  margin. 

^*  Will  cancelled.  ^*  Written  Aliciani  :   final  7n  cancelled. 

**  No[ta]  in  margin  against  this  and  next  paragraph. 
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Ricardus  Williamson  comisit  fornicacionem  cum 
Johanna  Strawatt  .  Alicia  Newton  alias  Corner  notatur 
quod  fouet  lenocinium  in  domo  sua  inter  quoscumque 
venientes. 

^  Vicarius  non  residet  et  dicitur  quod  est  pluralis. 

Langton  iuxta  Partney.  Dicunt  quod  rector  non  residet  et 
rectoria  est  in  magna  ruina  et  quasi  ad  terram  collapsa 
et  cancellus  similiter. 

OxcoMBE.    Fons  baptismalis  non  obseruatur  sub  cera  et  clauibus, 

Edlington.  Cancellus  est  in  magno  decasu  .  Habet  quandam 
vetulam  in  domo  sua. 

MoREBY."  Rector  non  residet  sed  est  senescallus  cum  magistro 
Husy  milite. 

DoNYNGTON.^  Rector  non  residet  et  rectoria  est  in  grandi  ruina  . 
Johannes  Petesby  occupat  sortilegium  .  Dominus 
Barnardus  Walys  de  Bambrugh^  debet  ecclesie  ibidem 
xiij  s.  iiij  d.  et  detinet  ab  ecclesia  vnum  librum. 

Thornton.^  Isabella  Cardman  contraxit  matrimonium  cum 
Roberto  Leighhed  de  Horncastre. 

KiRKBY  Bayne.  Parochiani  hamelecte  de  Gunby^  non  frequentant 
ecclesiam  parochialem  diebus  dominicis  est'  festiuis. 


Brinkill. 


fo.  63d. 


Gretham.' 


Robertus  Grene  tenetur  inuenire  vnam  lampadam 
ecclesia**  diebus  dominicis  et  festiuis  ardentem  . 
Johannes  Grene  et  Thomas  Baston,  magister  gilde 
beate,  Marie,  non  reddiderunt  compotum  de  bonis 
eiusdem  gilde  coram  parochianis. 

Horncaster  Hyll  et  Gartre 

Robertus  Page  debet  inuenire  duo  lumina  coram 
summo  crucifixo  .  Johannes  Bradley  debet  inuenire 
duo  lumina  coram  imagine  beate  Marie  .  Johannes 
Page  debet  inuenire  vnum  lumen  coram  imagine 
beate  Marie  .  Ricardus  Laithorp  debet  inuenire  vnum 
lumen  in  ecclesia  coram  imagine  beate  Marie  .  Idem 
debet  inuenire  lumen  coram  crucifixo  .  Johannes 
Plunton  debet  inuenire  vnum  lumen  coram  crucifixo  . 

1  No[tatu]r  cancelled  in  margin. 

^  Moorby.  The  rector  appears  to  be  identical  with  the  rector  of  Pickworth 
(p.  56  above).  Richard  Wade  was  rector  of  Moorby  and  Richard  Ward  rector 
of  Pickwortli  in  1526,  which  may  well  be  variants  of  the  same  name.  Ward  was 
still  at  Pickworth  in  1535,  when  Wade  had  left  Moorby.  The  rector  of  Stickney 
(p.   76)  was  also  in  Sir  John  Hussey's  household. 

'  Donington  on  Bain.  *  Baumber.  ^  Thornton  by  Horncaatle. 

*  Sic.     Tumby  is  appaiently  meant.     iSee  the  entry  repeated  later. 

'  Sic,  *  Sic.  "  Greetham. 
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Robertus  Freman  de  Marom  amputauit  vnum  folium 
existen'  in  libro  ecclesie  quo  nomina  qui^  tenentur  ad 
exhibicionem  huiusmodi  luminum  fuerunt  conscripta. 

Haryngton.  Rectoria  est  ad  terrain  prostrata-  .  Quedam  ffenestra 
in  cancello  est  defectiua  in  vitro  .  Rector  habuit  in 
domo  sua  quandam  seruientem  cum  qua  fuit  sus- 
pectus,  quam  custodiuit  per  duos  annos  et  iam 
remouebat  eandem  ante^  visitacionem  .  Rector  ibidem 
non  declarauit  sententias  generales,  articulos  fidei  etc. 
per  iij  aut  iiij  annos  /  nee  per  eosdem^  fuerunt  ibidem 
consuete  oraciones  anglice  beades  bidden  in  the 
pulpit  /  et  diebus  rogacionum  non  fuit  ibidem 
deambulacio  per  campos  incuria  rectoris  ibidem/ 

WiLKESBY.  Deseruitur  huic  ecclesie  per  monachum  de  Revesby' 
amotiuum  /  ilia  rectoria  est  lapsa  in  manus  domini  / 
Attamen  est  minimi  valoris  nee  vult  aHquis  capellanus 
secularis   huic   ecclesie    deseruire    /    Dominus    abbas 

Revesbie    eidem     deseruit    vt    dicitur ex 

elemosina. 

Harington.^  Dominus  Thomas  Williamson'  cantarista  ibidem 
habet  secum  muherem  suspectam  /  et  eam  annis 
pluribus  habuit  et  illam  a^  se  iussus  expulsit  et  iam 
reaccepit/ 

GoLSBE.^  Ricardus  Adelarde  de  eodem  moriebatur  sine  sacra- 
mentis  altaris  in  vicio  vicarii  .  Et  vicarius  noluit 
dicere  vesperas  in  festo^"  vigilia  Corporis  Christi. 

CoNSBE.^^  Matheus  Glouer  fouet  lenocinium  cimi  Agnete  Beke. 
Hugo  Fyssher  non  venit  ad  diuinas  officias.^^ 

Est  Barkworth.^^  Rector  eiusdem  non  celebrat  diuina  officia 
temporibus  oportunis. 

Rector  habet  duas  mulieres  in  domo  sua. 
Rector  est  communis  firmator  temporalium. 

Bamborowe.^'*  Rectoria  ibidem  est  ruinosa^^  .  Dicunt  eciam 
quidam    Robertus    Burwhite    fecit    contractum    cum 

1  Sic  :   eorum  omitted.  *  No[ta]  in  margin. 

'  A  word  cancelled.  *  Sc.  annos. 

*  null  cancelled.     Wilksby  ia  about  a  mile  from  Revesby. 

*  Repeated. 

'  Called  Wilkynson  in  1526  :    probably  the  same  man. 
^  de  cancelled.  '  Goulceby.     Another  hand  from  this  point. 

^oSic.  "Coningsby.  ^^  Sic. 

^'  East  Barkwith  in  Wraggoe  deanery.     The  return,  which  corresponds  in  content 
to  that  previously  given  in  its  proper  place,  was  inserted  here  by  mistake. 
^*  Baumber.     The  rectors  were  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bridlington. 
^'  No[ta]  in  margin. 
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quadam  Alicia  quondam  seruiente  cum  Ricardo 
Sawncoen^  eiusdem  parochie  et  morem-  facit  in 
domo  ipsius  Roberti  suspiciose  .  Differant-^  solemp- 
nisare  matrimonium  in  facie  ecclesie  .  Johannes 
Skarborow  contractum  fecit  cum  quadam  Margarete 
Arnold  et  eam  tenet  in  domo  sua  suspiciose. 

fo.  68. 

Horncaster  Hyll  et  Gartree^ 

Wyloby.^  Rector  custodit  sororem  suam  et  filiam  suam  in  domo 
sua. 

Langton.*'  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  et  cancellus 
similiter. 

Ranby.  Johannes  Smyth  de  Staynton  tenetur  inuenire  duo  lumina 
coram  summa  cruce  et  non  facit. 

WoDENDERBY,''  CanceUus  est  ruinosus  adeo  quod  pluit  super 
summum  altare  .  Rector  non  habet  sedem  in  choro 

Claxby.^  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  coopertura  adeo  quod  pluit 
in  diuersis  partibus  eiusdem. 

Stanton.'*  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  fenestris  vitreis  et  non 
habent  sufficientem  curatum^"  monachus^^  de  Tup- 
holme  .  Vicaria  est  ruinosa  in  coopertura. 

Horsyndon.^-     Cimiterium  ibidem  non  est  suffiicienter  clausum. 

SoMERBY.^^  Petrus  Lobley  de  Claythorpe  debet  ecclesie  predicte 
iij  s.  iiij  d.  et  Willelmus  Jacson  de  Orby  debet  ecclesie 
vj  s.  viij  d. 

Kyrkeby.^*  Parochiani  de  Towmby^^  non  veniunt  ad  ecclesiam 
parochialem. 

ToYNTON  SUPERIOR.  ^^  Quedam  Jenet  Richardson  nuper  vxor 
Johannis  Richardson  detinet  duo  lumina. 

Gaudeby.^'  Dominus  Thomas  Martyn  dimisit  beneficium  suum 
laico  ad  firmam  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  similiter  . 
Mulier  quem  Georgius  Holbarthorne  custodiebat  est 
pregnans. 

1  Tlie  name  is  written  indistinctly. 

-  iSic  :   for  nioram.  '  Sic  :   for  differunt. 

*  This  leaf  has  been  bound  out  of  place. 

*  There  is  no  place  of  this  name  in  any  of  the  three  deaneries  :    evidently  an 
error. 

*  Langton  by  Horncastle.  '  Pr  cancelled. 

*  Claxby  Pluckacre.  ^  Market  Stainton. 
^**  A  letter  with  mark  of  abbreviation  cancelled. 

^1  Sic  :   for  canonicus. 

^^  Horsington.  ^*  Somersby. 

1*  Kirkby  on  Bain,  repeated. 

^*  Tumby,  called  Gun  by  in  the  earlier  entry. 

^*  A  chapel  of  Horncastle.  ^'  Gautby. 
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HagworthamJ  Ciraiterium  non  est  clausum  :  similiter  libri  non 
sunt  reparati  .  Memorandum  de  Willelmo  Elward  ad 
instanciam  balliui  de  Parteney.^ 

fo.  64. 

North  Holand^ 

in  ecclesia  parochiali  de  boston  die  martis  v^o  julij 

Anno  domini  151 9^0.'* 

GosBERKYRK.^  Thomas  Leyk  fregit  crucem  .  Idem  Thomas 
impedit  seruicium  dei  cum  quodam  infantulo. 

DuNNYNGTON."    Radulphus  Osborn  denegit'  esse  gardianus  ecclesie. 
Magister  Keck  abest  ab  vxore. 
Item  Ricardus  Lytyll  detrahit  obitum. 

Swynneshed.     Edwardus  Hawson  custodit  equum  in  cimiterio. 

Item  Willelmus  Pakey  ponit^  equum  atque  porcellos 
in  cemiterio. 

Robertus  Taylour  custodit  tabernam  iUicitam. 
Katerina  Multon  est  communis  diffamatrix. 

Algerkyrk.     Rectoria  non  est  bene  reparata. 

BuTTERWYKE.  Johannes  Gy  et  Thomas  Cartar^  propter  fornica- 
cionem  cum  Isabella  Watyngham  .  CanceUus  ibidem 
non  est  bene  reparatus  incuria  prioris  de  Freston 
proprietarij  /  Ricardus  Hobson  de  Freston  debet 
ecclesie  de  Butterwik  vnam  libram  cere  ad  sustenta- 
cionem  luminis  beate  Marie  ibidem, 

Leuerton.  Thomas^"  Cooke  est  communis  garralator  in  ecclesia 
temporibus  diuinorum. 

Johannes  Lounde  notatur  de  eadem. 

Medietas  borialis  de  Leuerton  est  rectoria  in 
ruinosa^^  incuria  domini  Ricardi  Shepherd  rectoris 
ibidem.  ^^ 

WiGTOFTE.     Cancellus  est  defectiuus. 

Freston.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Robertus  Smyth  et 
Katerina  eius  vxor  fouent  lenocinium  in  domo  sua  . 
Johannes  Fether  habet  in  domo  sua  muherem  cuius 

1  Hagworthingham.  -  No[ta]  in  margin.  *  See  p.   59,  note  2. 

*  Thia  heading  is  written  in  the  normal  hand.  The  first  four  entries  are  in  the 
same  hand  as  the  last  ioiu'  entries  for  the  deaneries  of  Homeastle,  etc.  ;  but  there 
is  a  return  to  the  normal  hand  after  reparatus  in  the  entry  for  Butterwick. 

^  Gosberton.  "  Donington. 

'  Sic  :   for  detiegat.  *  equos  cancelled. 

*  Sic  :   notantur  omitted.  ^^  A  name  cancelled.  ^*  Sic, 
^-Noltal  in  margin.     Richard  Shepard  was  still  rector  iu   1526, 
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nomen  ignoratur,  et  impregnatur  sed  per  quern 
nescitur. 
SuTTERTON.  Dominus  Henricus  Lokland  cantarista^  cantarie 
beate  Marie  ibidem  habet  in  manibus  suis  terras  et 
tenementa  Johannis  Pease  cum  quibus  deberet  ibidem 
alius  capellanus  sustineri  /  et  iam  ipse  dominus 
Henricus  Lokland  habet  in  manibus  suis  illas  cantarias 
insimul.2 


fo.  6^d. 
Frampton.^ 


Wyberton. 


QUADRINQ. 


North  Holand 

Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Vicaria  ibidem  est  in  eadem 
forma. 

Rectores  ibidem  habent  maximam  composicionem 
reu'*  .  Parochiani  habent  maximum  detrimentum 
racione  exhibicionis  secundi  curati.^ 

Johannes  Blacke  viuit  incontinenter  cum  Alicia  Lode 
de  eadem  .  Helena  Gregson  vxor  Willelmi  Gregson 
notatur^  pro  communi  scolda  cum  vicinis  suis  . 
Dominus  Rogerus  Bate  capeUanus  ibidem  est  com- 
munis mercator  /  Johannes  Caule  et  Walterus  Egliston 
pertm-bauerunt  die  quodam  festiuo  diuina  officia 
Utigando  /  et  totam  parochiam. 

Vicarius  non  residet,  magister  Robertus  Hansarte  / 
Dominus  Johannes  Adam  capellanus  est  communis 
agricola  et  mercator  nee  viuit  continenter,  et  ipse  et 
dominus  Ricardus  Chalender  frequentant  suspiciose 
domum  Roberti  Danyell  junioris  /  Johannes  Cooke 
notatur  de  incontinencia  et  quod  frequentat  loca 
suspecta  / 

Willelmus  Clarke  \  fouent  lenocinium  in  domibus 

Johannes  HoweU  j  suis. 

Ricardus  Kacheaside  adulteratur  pluries  cum 
quadam  muliere  ignota  preter  vxorem  suam. 

Skyrbek.     Omnia  bene. 

Kyrton.  Rectoria  est  nimium  ruinosa  incuria  priorisse  et  con- 
uentus  de  Bukland'  .  Priorissa  et  conuentus  de 
Butteley^  non  soluunt  onera  ecclesie  eisdem  incum- 
bentibus  racione  illius  ecclesie,  cuius  racione  ecclesia 
aliquando  interdicitur  et  pluries  per  plures  dies  et 

^  ibidem  habet  in  manibus  suis  cancelled.  "  iVo[to]  in  margin. 

*  Return  to  the  other  handwriting,  continued  to  eadem  in  the  Wyberton  entry. 

*  The  word  intended  is  probably  reuenciomim.     The  rectors  were  Durliaui  college 
at  Oxford. 

*  Why  there  should  have  been  a  second  curate  is  not  clear. 

*  de  incontinen  cancelled. 

^  No[ta]  in  margin.  *  Sic. 
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sic  defraudantur  parochiani  oflficijs  diuinis  et  aliquando 
compellebantur  baptisare  /  sepilire  et  maritare  ac 
alia  sacramentalia  et  saeramenta  in  alijs  ecclesijs 
percipere, 

Vicaria  ibidem  est  in  magno  decasu  /  vicarius 
ibidem  non  residet  /  nee  fuit  ibidem  nisi  bis  per  septem 
annos  preterites. 

Cancellus  ibidem  est  nimium  defectiuus  et  ruinosus  / 
Lewse  Browne  et  Isabella  Spyndelen  de  Dedike  Ey^ 
sunt  incontinentes  et  dicta  Isabella  impregnatm:  / 
Willelmus  Shiryett,  Robertus  Walkar  /  Christoferus 
Seuerbe  fouent  lenocinia  in  domibus  suis, 

Robertus  Halgar,  Johannes  Thakker  sunt  com- 
munes garrulatores  in  ecclesia  temporibus  diuinorum. 

BiKAR.  Cancellus  est  nimium  defectiuus  incuria  magistri  Massing- 
berd  vicarij  ibidem^  /  Rectoria  eciam  est  ruinosa  / 
Johannes  Bowte  depascit  bruta  animaUa  in  cimiterio. 
Robertus  Whitelamme  habet  in  domo  sua  suspectam 
mulierem  .  Curatus  ibidem  non  est  omnino  paratus 
ministrare  saeramenta  parochianis  ibidem. 


fo.  65. 


North  Holand 


Wranglee.^  Solebat  semper  vicarius  ibidem  pro  tempore  existens 
residere  .  Sed  iam  vicarius  modernus  non  residet  nee 
vnquam  ibidem  residebat  .  Vicaria  est  in  magna 
ruina. 

^Cancellus  est  nimium  defectiuus  /  /  Capellanus 
parochialis  non  ministrat  saeramenta  denote  videlicet 
in  sepiliendo  et  in  alijs  sacramentis  ecclesiasticis  . 
Aquebaiuh^  non  ministrant  ofticia  in  pulsando  cam- 
panas  in  tempore  diuinorum  .  Petrus  Amson  non 
pulsat  primam  pulsacionem  semper  in  tempore 
diuinorum. 

Agnes  Millns  fouet  lenocinium  .  Johannes  Barret 
apparitor  vtitur  suspecte  societate  anglice  litleprety 
Jane  .  Rogerus  Ingleby  bocher  fouet  lenocinium  habens 
duas  vxores  .  Idem  Rogerus  impregnauit  quandam 
mulierem. 

^  Dedike  is  possibly  Seadyke,  but  the  initial  letter  ie  D. 

*  Christopher  Massingberd  was  vicar  of  Bicker  and  rector  of  South  Hykeham  in 
1520.  He  held  at  this  time  the  prebend  of  Empinghain  in  Lincoln  minster,  of 
wiiieh  lie  was  treasurer  for  a  time  in  1516.  He  became  precentor  in  1528,  cliaiicellor 
in  1533,  archdeacon  of  Stow  in  1543,  and  died  in  1553-4,  holding  at  that  time  the 
prebend  of  Leighton  Buzzard  with  his  archdeaconry  (Le  Neve,  Fasti  II). 

^  Sic.     No[ta]  is  written  three  times  in  the  margin. 

*  The  rest  of  the  entries  for  the  deanery  are  from  this  point  in  th©  second  hand. 
'•"  Altered  from  ao^uebaiulus.^ 
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Johannes  Harre  fouet  lenocinium  cum  eadem 
midiere. 

Willelmus  Wasshyngboro  fouet  lenocinium  cum 
quadam  muliere  in  domo  Agnetis  Myllenes. 

Item  vxor^  EUys  apud  Stantancrosse  fouet  leno- 
cinium. 

Leke.  Cancellus  est  valde  defectiuus^  .  Vicarius  custodit  mulierem 
in  domo  sua  suspecte. 

Idem  vicarius  et  dominus  Thomas  Paynson  tenent 
firmarius^  contra  legem  .  Vicarius  et  dominus  Thomas 
detinent  iura  que  aHquando  pertinent*  lumini  anglice 
Cauerald  lygth  quibus  sacerdos^  solebat  celebrare  ad 
altare  sancti^  Katerine. 

Elizabeth  Page  impregnata  est  nescimus'  cum 
quo, 

fo.  65d. 

Lowthesk  et  Louthburgh 

IN   ECCLESIA^    BEATE   MaRIE^  IUXTA   LoUTH   DIE   MERCUHIJ 

xix°o  DIE  JuLiJ  Anno  1519^0. 

MucKTON.  ^"Ecclesia  est  defectiua  Rector  habet  duas  mulieres  in 
domo  sua. 

SoMERCOiTTS  MARE.^^  Dominus  WiUelmus  Woode  custodit  matrem 
suam  in  domo  sua  et  puellam  ad  custodiendum 
matrem  suam  et^^  paruulam  sororem  suam  .  Dominus 
Ricardus  HayU  custodit  cognatam  suam  in  domo 
sua. 

Carleton  magna.     Omnia  bene. 

Garnthorpp.  ^^  Thomas  Dam  scandeUzauit  Isabellam  Gremmesby 
qua^*  Willelmus  Pennyngton  non  habebit  earn  in 
vxorem.^^ 

CuLTHROPP.^^     Rector  habet  cognatam  suam  in  domo  sua. 

1  Blank. 

-  No[ta']  in  margin.  The  proprietors  were  the  corporation  of  the  Cantehipe 
chantry  in  Lincoln  minster. 

8  Sic.  *  luci  Cauirald  cancelled.  *  tenetur  cancelled. 

*  Sic.  '  quocum  cancelled. 

*  parochiali  de  cancelled. 

^  apud  cancelled.  The  chapel  of  St.  Mary  was  dependent  upon  the  parish  church 
of  St.  James.  There  are  42  entries  for  the  deanery,  of  which  41  relate  to  parish 
churches,  but  one  is  possibly  a  repetition.  Churches  omitted  are  North  and  South 
Cockerington,  Castle  Carlton,  Covenham  (?  St.  Mary),  Louth,  Maidenwell,  Salt- 
fleetby  (?  All  Saints  and  St.  Clement).     Four  rectors,  two  vicars  non-resident. 

^^  Muct  cancelled.  ^^  South  Somercotes. 

^*  insu  cancelled.  *^  Grainthorpe. 

1*  Sic  :    for  quia,  but  probably  the  beginning  of  quam  left  uncancelled. 

^*  quam  cancelled.  ^*  Calcethorpe. 
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Ratheby.^      Re«t9r   habet   sororem    fratris   sui   et    aliam     senem 
muherem. 

Ledborough.-  Rector  non  residet  .  Ecclesia  eget  reparacione  in 
coopertura. 

Sydbroke.^     Omnia  bene. 

Kedyngton.  Vicarius  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua  .  Cancellus 
ibidem  eget  reparacione* 

Kelstron.^  Vicarius  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua,  item  duas® 
bouatas  in  terris  temporalibus. 

Gremoue.'     Rector  habet  duas  mulieres  in  domo  sua. 

RUKLAND.     Rector  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua. 

Yarbarugh.^  Rector  non  residet  et  dimisit  beneficium  suum 
laico^  .  Capellanus  non  custodit  hospitalitatem  neque 
pernoctat  in  rectoria  sed  in  villa  .  NuUus  moratur  in 
rectoria. 

Welton.^*'    Non  habent  rectorem. 

Haugham.  Rector  non  custodit  hospitalitatem  et  habet  virum 
et  vxorem  suam  in  domo  sua. 

NoRTHELKYNGTON.   Nou  habent  ibidem  vicarium  neque  curatum.^^ 

Southelkyngton.  Vicarius  custodit  mulierem  in  domo  sua  et 
habet  duas  fermas  temporalias.  ^■- 

Ferforth.^^     Elizabet  Browne  manet  cum  rectore. 

Stewtowne.^*  Rector  dimisit  beneficium  suum  laico  et  manet 
apud  Hawengham.^5 

fo.  66. 

Louthesk  et  Louthberghe 

HoRNESBE.^^  Vicaria  est  ruinosa  et  fenestra  vitrea  in  choro  est^' 
fracta. 

Wykham.^^  Non  habet  seruicia  diuina  celebraturum  in  ecclesia 
vix  semel  in  septimana  .  Vicaria  ibidem  est  ad  terram 
collapsa  .  Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  et  claui  Cemi- 
torium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

^  Raithby.  -  Ludborough.  ^  Skidbrook. 

*  The  prior  and  convent  of  Alvingham  were  proprietora  of  Keddington. 
^  Kelstem.  "  bouas  cancelled.  '  Sic.     Grimoldby  is  meant. 

^  Yarburgh.  ^  No[ta]  in  margin. 

^^  Welton-le-Wold.     non  habent  in  margin. 

^^  The  proprietors  were  the  prioress  and  convent  of  Nimappleton  in  Y'orkahire. 
There  was  a  vicar  in  1526. 

1-  Sic  :   for  temporales.     No[ta]  in  margin. 
13  Farforth.  i*  Stewton. 

1*  Alvingham  is  probably  meant  :  it  is  not  imlikely  that  the  rector  of  Stewton 
boarded  in  the  priory. 

»*  North  Ormsby.  "  A  word  cancelled.  ^^  gast  Wykeham. 
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WiTHCALL  IN  FEN.     Omnia  bene. 

Hawthorpe.^  Rector  liabet  mulierem  in  domo  sua  .  Edwardus 
Wydale  fouet  lenocinium  cum  diuersis. 

North  Reston.     Vicarius  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua. 

Cawthorpe."  Rector  dimisit  partem  sue  rectorie  Willelmo  Skyp- 
with^  armigero  pro  termino  trium  annorum. 

CoNHAM.*     Rector  dimisit  beneficium  suum  laico. 

Salerby  sancti  Petri.  ^  Rector  tenet  duas  mulieres  in  domo  sua  . 
Rector  conducit  in  manibus  proprijs  certas  terras. 

Manby.     Willelmus  RoUand  fouet  in  domo  sua  lenocinium 

Johannes  Turnar  absentat  se  a  diuinis  seruicijs  in 
diebus  dominicis  et  festis. 

Gayton.  Rector  ibidem  liabet*  mulierem  in  domo  sua  etatis  quadra- 
ginta  annorum  .  Quidam  Willelmus  Burtofte  absentat 
se  a  diuinis. 

Alvyngham.     Cura  ibidem  deseruitur  per  canonicum  ibidem.' 

BoREWELL.^  Vicarius  non  custodit  residenciam  .  Ricardus  Tomson 
veniens  ad  vxorem  Johannis  Cotar^  ducit  eam^"  in 
malum  nomen. 

Grymmesby  parua,    Vicarius  non  residet  et  vicaria  est  ruinosa.^^ 

CoNiSHOLME.  Lampas  detenta  est  ab  ecclesia  per  rectorem  eiusdem 
et^^  habet  matrem  in  domo  sua  et^^  aliam  puellam. 

Oterby.^*    Vicarius  ^^  habet  filiam  sororis  sue  in  domo  sua. 

SoMERCOTTS.^®     Rector  non  residet. 

fo.  md. 

Loutheske  et  Louthburgh 

FuLSTOWE.  Dominus  Agnus  presbiter  cantarie  ibidem^'  est  com- 
munis insultor  vicinorum  suorum  et  habet  in  domo 
sua    suspectam    et^*^    frequentat    tabernas    cotidie    . 

^  Authorpe.  -  Little  Cawtliorpe.  ^  arg  cancelled. 

*  Covenham,  either  St.  Bartholomew  or  St.  Mary,  probably  the  firat.  Only  one 
of  the  two  was  returned   in    1526. 

^  Saltfleetby  St.  Peter.  *  in  cancelled. 

'I.e.  a  canon  of  the  Gilbertine  priory  of  Alvingham. 

*  Burwell.  *  Letters  cancelled. 

"  VVor^ls  ctvncclled.  "  A'c;[i;a]   in  margin. 

^'- mater  cancelled.  ^^  p  cancelled. 

^*  Utterby.  ^'^  ap  caiicelled. 

^*  If  Hector  is  right,  this  must  be  South  Somorcotes  (St.  Mary)  repeated.  North 
Soniercotes  (St.  Peter)  was  appropriated  to  the  prioress  and  convent  of  Legbourne, 
with  a  vicarage. 

*'  Called  in  1520  Agnecius  Xeys,  with  tlie  note  Jiibernicu.'i, 

i*  areguentis  cancelled, 
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Necnon   fenestra   vitrea   in    cancello    est    fracta^    et 
vicarius  tenet  mulierem  in  domo  sua. 

FuLSTOWE  MARCH.-  Johannes  White  ponit  porcellos  in  cimiterio 
Dicunt  eciam  quod  quidam^  Cristiana  ibidem  fouet 
lenocinium  in  domo  sua. 

Saltefleteby,^  Rector  habet  duas  mulieres  in  domo  sua  non 
suspectas  et  tenet  terras^  temporalias.* 

Whyham.'  Rector  dimisit  rectoriam  suam^  Christofero  Joyner  et 
habet  dictum  Christoferum  et  vxorem  suam*  .  Quidam 
Eles  Wyuile  debet  ecclesie  ibidem  vj  s.  viij  d.  Dictus 
Ehs  debet  reparacioni  campanarum  ibidem  vj  s.  viij  d.^° 
qui  donati  fuerunt  per  dominum  Rogerum  Clu  .  .^^ 

Tathwyll.  Vicarius  non  residet  sed  in  rectoria  de  Ormesby  quia 
est  rector  ibidem ^'^  .  Ecclesia  est  ruinosa  in  muris  . 
Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  fenestris  vitreis  .  Curatus 
habitat  in  vicaria  vbi  simihter  cohabitant  quidam 
Willelmus  Hiterwykke  et  vxor  eius. 

Halyngton.  Vicarius  habet  viduam  in  domo  sua  .  Quidam  ^^ 
Johanna  Moffam  vxor  Thome  Moffam'^  scandelisauit 
omnes  inhabitantes  ibidem. 

Carelton  parua.^^  Rector  custodit  firmam  temporaham^^  et 
quidam  Willelmus  Johnson  de  Leghbourne  occupauit 
se  in  festo  dedicacionis  vltimo  preterito, 

Foderbe.^'     Fenestra  piramidis^^  eiusdem  est  fracta. 

fo.  67  and  d.     Blank. 

fo.  68d. 

Bolingbroke^* 

IN  ECCLESIA  PARROCHIALI  DE  SpILLESBY  DIE  loUIS  XniJ™0 
JULIJ   ANNO    DOMINI    1519'10. 

Hagneby.     Vicarius  ibidem  habet  in  domo  sua  mulierem. 

^  The  proprietors  were  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Louth  Park. 
^  Marsh  Chapol,  dependent  on  Fulstow.  *  Sic  :   for  quedam. 

*  Pi'obably  this  entry  is  a  duplicate  of  that  ah-eady  made  for  Saltfieetbj'  St.  Peter, 
unless  it  discovers  an  ambition  on  the  part  of  the  rector  of  Saltfleetby  St.  Clement 
to  rival  his  neighbour. 

^  temporalibus  cancelled.  ®  Sic. 

'  Wyham.  *  laico  cancelled. 

**  Sc'  in  domo  sua.  ^"  quati  cancelled.  ^^  The  name  is  not  clear. 

1-  South  Ormsby  in  tiie  deanery  of  Hill.      Master  Jolm  Fallowes  was  rector  of 
South  Ormsby  and  vicar  of  Tathwell  in  1526. 
^^  S'vc  :   for  quedam.  '*  sea  cancelled. 

^^  Little  Carlton.     The  name  is  preceded  by  a  cross. 
16  Sic.  '■'•  Fotherby. 

18  Cf.  the  entry  relating  to  Gedney,  p.  62  above.  The  window  referred  to  here 
was  possibly  in  the  east  gable  of  tlie  roof. 

^^  i(i  entries,  all  parish  churches.  Chuiciiea  omitted  :  llundleby,  Miningaby, 
Haithby,  Thorpe  St.  Peter,  Toynton  St.  Peter.     Four  rectors  noii-resident. 
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ToYNTON  INFERIOR.^  Domiiuis  Beiiedictus  Braytofte  rector  vnius 
medietatis  habet  in  domo  sua  matrem  suam  et  alias 
duas  mulieres^  Item  est  firmarius  temporalium  terrarum 
ad  modum  laici. 

Spillesby.  Henricus  Selars  de  Mablishe  Enderby^  adulteratur 
cum  quadam  iuuencula  in  domibus  Roberti  Smyth 
et  WiUelmi  Jenkynson,  et  sic  ipse  Henricus  publice 
dicit  .  Ricardus  Fesand  de  Spillesby  adulteratus*  cum 
Isabella  Lopton  de  eadem  .  Dicta  iuuencula  Henrici 
Selars  moratur  jam  apud  Hundelby. 

ToYNTON  SUPERIOR.^  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  adeo  quod  pluit 
supra  summum  altare  /  Rectoria  est  funditus  coUapsa. 
Vicarius  habet  in  sua  domo  mulierem®  suspectam  / 
Willelmus  Hodson  asseruit  se'  cognouisse  carnaliter 
Isabellam  Sqwyer. 

KiRKBY.**  Vicarius  habet  in  domo  sua  mulierem  non  tamen  sus- 
pectam. 

Westerkele.^  Cancellus  est  defectuosus  adeo  quod  pluit  in 
cancello  .  Coquina  rectorie  est  defectiua  in  tectura 
Dominus  Thomas  Wraye  firmarius  habet  in  domo 
sua  matrem  suam  et  aliam  mulierem  .  Rector  non 
residet.'" 

Stykney.  Rector  non  residet  in  beneficio  suo  ut  tenetur,  sed  est 
capellanus  magistri  Johannis  Husy  militis.^^ 

Bullingbroke.  Parochiani  ibidem  non  habuerunt  processiones 
circa  campos  diebus  rogationmn  prout  solebant  per 
ij  annos  negligencia  rectoris  .  Rector  habet  in  domo 
sua  mulierem  non  tamen  suspectam. 

Lusteby.^-  Rector  non  residet^'  .  Abraham  Weston  de  Asgarby 
tenetur  custodire  obitum  annualem  in  ecclesia  de 
Lusteby  et  recusat  .  Galfridus  Tillisley  tenetur  ad 
exhibitionem  vnius  luminis  coram  imagine  beate 
Marie  et  non  facit. 

^  Low  Toynton,  a  church  of  moieties.  -  -Vo[to]  in  margin. 

*  Mavis  (i'.e.  MalbLs)  Enderby.  ^  Sic  :   i'or  adidteratur. 

'"  Toynton  All  Saints  is  meant.  High  Toynton,  a  chapel  of  Horncastle,  has  been 
returned  in  the  Horncastle,  Hill  and  Gartree  batch.  No\t<i]  in  margin.  The 
church  was  appropriated  to  the  collegiate  chantry  in  Spilsby  church. 

^  non  tamen  cancelled.  '  g  cancelled.  *  East  Kirkby. 

*  West  Keal.  ^^  ]Slo\ta]  in  margin. 

"  JVo[to]  in  margin.      Cf.  the  entries  relating  to  the  rectors  of  Piekworth  (p.  56) 
and  Moorby  (p.  66)  and  see  p.   66,  note  3. 
1-  Luaby.  '*  Nu[ta]  in  nuirgin. 
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Haeeby. 


Dicunt  omnia  bene  preterquam  quod  rector  ibidem 
custodit  muiiereni  infra  villulam'  siue  prebendam  de 
Asgarby-  quam  diu  tenuit  et  pro  eadem  multociens 
habuit^*  iniunctiones  tarn  a  domino  archidiacono  quam 
a  comissario,* 


fo.  69. 


BuUingbroke 

Stykford.  Henricus  Lownde  detinet  ab  ecclesia  ibidem  ij  s, 
soluendos  annuatim  ad  custodiendum  quendam  obitum 
anualem  ex  dono  cuiusdam  Simonis  Carvyll,  et  detinet 
ab  ecclesia  vnam  peciam  terre  vocatam  a  lande 
iacentem  infra  clausuram  Willelmi  Lark^  .  Ricardus 
Bell  de  Stikney  debet  ecclesie  ibidem  v  s. 

EsTERKELE^  Dominus  Johannes  Ruston  rector  vnius  partis 
ibidem  non  residet'  .  Rectoria  sua  est  in  maxima 
ruina  et  quasi  ad  terram  collapsa  .  Idem  rector^ 
cotidie  frequentat  tabernas  .  Idem  rector  tenetur 
inuenire  quandam  lampadem  in  ecclesia  ibidem 
ardentem  diebus  dominicis  et  festiuuis  tempore 
diuinorum,  sed  non  inuenit  per  spacium  dimidii  anni. 

Stepynge  parua.  Rector  dimisit  rectoriam  suam  ad  firmam  laico 
et  firmarius  ponit  in  cimiterio  equum  suum  qui 
deturpat  eum  .  Cimiterium  ibidem  male  est  clausum 
Dictus  rector  non  residet  infra^  parrochiam  sed 
accepit  ad  firmam  rectoriam  de  Waynflet  Omnium 
Sanctorum  et  ibidem  residet^"  .  Simon  Downaby 
reputatur  quod  non  est  firmus  fide  eo  quod  non  venit 
ad  ecclesiam  tempore  diuinorum  ad  audiendum 
diuina  seruicia,  sed  semper  abscondit^^  et  absentat 
se  a  societate  parrochianorum  tempore  diuinorum  et 
sic  fecit  per  annum  .  Johannes  Wod  ex  consuetudine 
non  venit  ad  ecclesiam  diebus  festiuis  ut  tenetur  . 
Idem  rector  notatur  cum  Johanna  Spung  soluta  de 
eadem  de  incontinencia. 

H ALTON.  ^'^     Rectoria  est  in  decasu  in  tectura  aule   meremio  et 


„13 


muris'-'  .  Rogerus  seruiens  Roberti  Reid  notatur  de 
fornicacione  cum  Beatrice  filia  eiusdem  Roberti. 

Enderby  Mablish.^^  Rectoria  est  in  grandi  ruina  .  Willelmus 
seruiens  Johannis  Holtby  occupauit  se  in  le  spredinge 
muke^^  quodam  die  dominico  post  meridiem. 

^  de  cancelled. 

2  Asgarby,  a  little  north  of  Hareby.  *  A  word  cancelled. 

*  No[ta]  in  margin.  *  ad  cancelled. 

«  East  Keal,  a  chui-ch  of  moieties.  '  No[ta]  in  margin. 

*  codie  cancelled.  **  ecclesiam  sua  cancelled. 

1"  No\Ui]  in  margin.     This  arrangement  had  ceased  by  1526. 

1^  se  cancelled.  ^'^  Halton  Holgate. 

1*  Bobertus  cancelled.  ^*  Mavis  Enderby.  ^*  die  cancelled. 
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Sybsey.  CanceUus  est  defectiuus  in  tectura  et  muris  culpa  pro- 
prietarionim  et^  .  Fenestre  vitrie  in  cancello  sunt 
defectiue  .  Rectoria  cum  omnibus  edificiis  eidem 
spectantibus  sunt  in  vltimo  decasu  .  Proprietarij 
debent  distribuere  inter  pauperes  parrochianos  annua- 
tim  ij  quarteria  pisarum  et  dimidium  et  non  faciunt : 
eciam  debent  erogare  quatuor  pauperibus  quatuor 
indumenta^  vidgariter  nuncupata  sloppys. 
Mastres  Kame 


Johannes  Gierke 
Rogerus  Ash 
Henricus  Bower 


de  quadam  hamelecta  vocata 
Fosband  parrochie  de    Sibsey 


Robertus  Spencer  ^  audiunt   diuina   in   alijs    locis 


fo.  69c?. 


Thomas  Pillitt 
Johannes  West 
Thomas  Kamow 
cum  alijs 


et   non   in   ecclesia   sua    par- 
rochiali. 


Gandeleshoo^ 

IN     ECCLESIA     PARROCHIALI     DE     PaRTENEY     DIE     VENERIS 

xv^o  JuLiJ  Anno  domini  1519°o. 

Ardelthorp.*  Magister  Gilbertus  Bekensawe  rector  non  residet  : 
sedet  apud  Leicestriam  in  collegio.^ 

Ingolmes.®  Dominus  Johannes  Cockson  moram  faciens  ibidem 
nullum  habet  seruicium  sed  occupat  temporales  terras 
et  sic  viuit  ad  instar  laicorum'  /  et  habet  in  dome 
sua  muUeres  duas  mature  et  mediocris  etatis  .  Non 
celebrauit  bis  citra  finem  Pasche  vltimi .  est  assignatum 
dicto  domino  Johanni  Cokson  ad  comparendum  coram 
domino  apud  Louth  die  Mercurij  proximo.^ 

Dryby.  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  sine  licencia  /  et  ilia  rectoria 
est  ruinosa. 

Candelisby.*  Rector  non  seruat  hospitalitatem  sed  habet  com- 
munas  suas  in  domo  cuiusdam  laici  in  villa  ibidem. 

Stjtterby.  Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  duas  mulieres  satis  *° 
formosas.  ^  ^ 

^  Sic.     Fes  cancelled.     The  proprietors  were  the  prior  and  convent  of  Spalding. 
^  vocato  slo  cancelled. 

'  24  entries,  all  parish  churches.  Dalby,  a  curacy  appropriated  to  a  prebend 
in  Lincoln  minster,   omitted.     Three  rectors  and  one  vicar  non-resident. 

*  Addlethorpe. 

*  Bekensawe  was  prebendary  of  the  fourth  stall  in  the  Newarke  college  at  Leicester 
1502-1537.  See  note  on  him  and  his  benefices  in  Thompson,  Hist,  of  Hosp.  and 
New  Coll.  Leices.,   1937,  p.  237. 

•  Ingoldmells. 

'  No[ta]  in  margin.  John  Coxson  was  one  of  two  priests  returned  in  1526  in 
addition  to  the  rector. 

^  Acta  in  margin  with  Acto  cancelled.     The  date  appointed  is  for  20  July. 

•  Candlesby.  ^°  A  letter  cancelled.  ^^  No[ta]  in  margin. 
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GuNBY.^  Rector  reside!  sed  tamen  dimittitur  rectoria  laico  /  et 
rector  ibidem  communas  percipit  cum  firmario  suo. 

BoROWE.-  Cancellus  eget  reparacione  incuria  prioris  et  conuentus 
de  BuUington  proprietariorum  ibidem  .  Habet^  duas 
mulieres  :  dicuntur  tamen  esse  satis  honestas*  et 
bone  ac  laudabilis  conuersacionis. 

Skeknes.  Magister  Johannes  Marshall  rector  ibidem  non  residet, 
sed  in  collegio  de  Tateshall. 

Waynflete  Sanctorum.^  Rector  ibidem  nimium  fecit  vastum 
super  terris  dicte  sue  rectorie  per  excisionem  arborum 
et^  diggyng  de  le  turphes  ad  irrecuperabile  detri- 
mentum  rectorie  ibidem  .  Johannes  Reysull  de  Asheby 
fuit  executor  Roberti  Whyt  et  Johannis  Whitt  de 
Waynflete  et  non  perimpleuit  vltimas  ipsorum  volun- 
tates  /  Item  Walterus  Qwyncy  apparitor  con  .  .  , 
Stamford  facit  exactiones  :  percipit  pro  execucione 
vnius  citacionis  iij  s.  iiij  d.' 

Orby.  Vicarius  ibidem  est  canonicius  de  Thornholme  et  habet  in 
domo  sua  fratem  suum  et  eius  vxorem  et  aliam 
mulierem,  et  pascit  bruta  animaHa  in  cimiterio  et  sic 
illud  deturpatur  .  Robertus  Grynwile  ad  duos  annos 
elapsos  contraxit  cum  Margareta  South  et  refutat 
illud  iam  solemnisare  /  Johannes  Rett  de  Orby  non 
audit  officia  diuina  in  ecclesia  sua  parrochiali  /  Johannes 
Hudson  est  suspectus  de  incontinencia  cum  Emota 
Grenewile. 


Fryskeney. 


Parteney, 


Vicarius  non  seruat  hospitaHtatem  :  residet  tamen 
et  deturpat  cimiterium  cum  suis  brutis  animalibus  . 
Dominus  Thomas  Godfrey  cantarista  ibidem  habet 
tres  mulieres  non  tamen  suspectas  .  CanceUus  est 
defectiuus  in  fenestris  vitreis,^ 

Porci  Johannis  Grene  et  WiUelmi  AnnabiU  deturpant 
cimiterium  /  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  incuria 
Laurencij  Daye. 


fo.  70. 

Candeleshoo 

Braytofte.    Magister  Willelmus  Clyfton  rector  ibidem  non  residet'  / 
Rectoria  est  ruinosa/ 

ScREMBY.     Alicia  Apulby  est  communis  adulatrix.^" 

1  Gunby  St.  Peter.  «  Burgh. 

'  Sc.  vicarius.  *  Sic. 

'"  Wainfleet  All  Saints.  *  dik  cancelled. 

"  The  last  sentence  has  been   partially  cancelled. 

*  The  proprietors  were  the  prior  and  convent  of  BuUington. 

'  No[to]  in  margin.  ^^  Sic. 
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Erby.^  Fenestre  vitree  sunt  totaliter  in  cancello  fracte  /  Sedilia 
in  choro  sunt  nimium  defectiua  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem 
distribuciones  /  per  choristas  Lincolnienses  proprietarios 
ibidem/ 

Crofte.  CanceUus  est  defectiuus  in  muris  incuria  proprietariorum^  / 
Vicarius  ibidem  non  residet  sed  in  alio  beneficio  apud 
Mumby^  /  Rectoria  eget  reparacione  in  lez  thakkes.^ 

Welton.^  Johanna  Pert  est  suspecta  de  incontinentia  cum  domino 
Henrico  Hunne®  presbitero  de  Ormesby  /  Johannes 
Richardson  non  audit  diuina  in  ecclesia  sua  parrochiali 
diebus  festiuis,  nam  raro  venit  ad  ecclesiam  suam 
parrochialem  .  Margareta  Fresyll  est  communis 
diffamatrix  suorum  vicinorum. 

Skendilby.  CanceUus  est  ruinosus  in  muris  et  cooperturis  .  Non 
fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones^  .  Johannes  Birkhed  de 
Alford  debet  ecclesie  de  Skendilby  xxv  s.  Cimiterium 
non  est  bene  clausum  .  Johannes  West  de  Toynton 
iuxta  Horncaster  debet  ecclesie  de  Skendilby  xx.s. 
Vicarius  ibidem  habet  in  domo  sua  fratrem  suum  et 
eius  vxorem  et  aham  mulierem  /  Et  dominus  abbas 
de  Bardeney  debet  eidem  ecclesie  vj  s.  viij  d. 

Waynflete  Marie.  Vicarius  ibidem**  viuit  incontinenter  cum 
Elisabetha  Sutton  vxore  Joharmis  Sutton  parrochiani 
Omnium  Sanctorum  .  Rosa  Bullok  relicta  Thome 
Bullok  per  decern  annos^  preteritos  detinuit  ab 
ecclesia  vj  s.  viij  d.  videlicet  pro  quolibet  anno  iiij  d. 

Wynthorp.  Vicarius  non  seruat  hospitalitatem  in  vicaria  sua 
sed  habet  in'"  communas  suas  in  domo  fratris  sui 
ibidem  ^^  / 

Capella  sancti  Thome  de  Waynflete.  Cimiterium  illius  capelle 
non  est  bene  clausum  /  Fenestre  vitree  cancelH  sunt 
fracte^-  .  Johanna  White  /  Margareta  Sheffeld  et 
vxor  Willelmi  White  sunt  communes  obiurgatrices  . 
Dominus  Oliuerus  Elward  secundarius  ibidem  et 
canonicus  de  Kyme  non  facit  diligenciam  suam 
ibidem  circa  officium  suum. 

1  Irby-le-Marsh. 

-  The  prior  and  convent  of  Kyme. 

•*  In  1526  master  Richard  Cartwright  was  vicar  of  Croft  and  Mumby. 

*  i.e.  the  thatched  roof. 

*  Welton-le-Marsh.  *  The  svu-name  is  not  clear. 
'  The  proprietors  were  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Bardney. 

^  habet  in  do  cancelled.     The  proprietors  were  the  prioress  and  convent  of  Stix- 
would. 

*  eel  cancelled.  i"  Sic. 

^^  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bullington. 
^*  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Kyme. 
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fo.  70c?. 

Frysby.^     2  Muri  ecclesie  sunt  defectiui. 

Steping  magna.  Vicarius  ibidem  habet  in  domo  sua  duas 
mulieres  vnam  Ix^a  annorum  et  aliam  xx"  annorum, 
non  tamen  suspiciose.^  / 

AssHEBY  luxTA  Partenay.  Fenestie  vitree  ecclesie  egent  repara- 
cione  /  Thomas  Perkynson  est  communis  pistor  et 
vtitur  artificio  suo  in  diebus  dominicis  et  festiuis 
temporibus  diuinorum. 

fo.  71. 

Calcewath^ 

IN  BCCLESIA  PARROCHIALI  DE  AlFORD   DIE   SabBATI  XYJ^^o 

JuLiJ  Anno  151 9^0. 

HoTOFT.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus.^  .  Vicarius  habet  mulierem  in 
domo  sua'  sexaginta  annorum. 

Alford  ecclesia.  Muri  ecclesie  non  sunt  reparati  .  Cancellus  et 
ecclesia  non  sunt  reparati^  .  Vicarius  custodit  hominem 
et  vxorem  suam  in  vicaria  sua. 

Calceby.  Vicaria  non  est  reparata^  .  Vicarius  detinet  duo  lumina 
a  summo  altari  .  Vicarius  dedit  x  li.  pro  vicaria  et 
soluit  duas  pensiones  annuas  .  Idem  vicarius  recepit^" 
iij  s.  iiij  d.  pro  boue  intrante  cimiterium,  et  si  duo 
vacce   intrant   cimiterium  ^^   petit   vnam   pro   dehcto 

Oil      •      •      •      • 

Hagneby.  Quod  Willelmus  seruiens  abbatis  ibidem  notatur  de 
incontinencia  cum  quadam  Auis'^'^  Chapman  de 
eadem"  .  Margareta  West  est  communis  dilfamatrix. 

Andre  BY.  1*  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Rector 
moratur  Londonijs  in  ecclesia  Sancti  Swithuni  apud 
London  stone.  ^^ 

^  Firsby.  *  Fene  cancelled. 

*  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Bardney. 

*  27  entries,  all  parish  churches.  Chtirchea  omitted  :  Bilsby,  Farlesthorpe, 
Legbourne,  Mablethoi-pe  St.  Peter,  Mumby,  Stain,  Theddlethorpe  St.  Helen,  Well. 
Strubby  was  a  peculiar  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln.  Five  rectors  non- 
resident. 

'  Huttoft.  *  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Markby. 

'  Ix  yeres  cancelled. 

*  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Katherine's,  Lincoln.  Ecclesia  of 
course  refers  to  the  nave  and  is  specially  noted  in  the  margin. 

*  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Kyme. 

1"  Altered  with  some  cancelling.  ^^  poscit  unam  vaccani  cancelled. 

1*  Interlined  over  blotted  word  cancelled.  ^^  No[ta]  m  margin. 

^*  Anderby. 

^^  Richard  Parker  had  been  instituted  to  St.  Swithin's,  London  Stone,  27  Aug., 
1518  (Hennessy,  p.  388).  The  rector  of  Anderby  was  Thomas  Mawdesly,  inst. 
23  Sept.,  1506  (Reg.  xxiii,  fo.  115rf).  He  vacated  the  church  by  death  in  1532 
(Reg.  xxvii,  fo.  54).  It  seems  therefore  that  his  business  at  St.  Swithin's  was  to 
serve  a  chantry. 

F 
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Claxby.     Non  habent  distribuciones.  ^ 

ToTLE.'^     Rector  non  residet.^ 

Mapulthorpe  MarieJ  Rector  non  residet  :  dimisit  beneficium 
suum  ad  firmam  laico.^ 

Hawe.^  Vicarius  custodit  piiellam  in  domo  sua  .  Idem  vicarius  et 
puella  laborant  in  agris.'' 

Hello.**     Cancellus  est  ruinosus. 

Thedilthorpe.^    Vicarius  non  custodit  hospitalitatem  ibidem. 

SwABY  sancte  Marie.'*'  Rector  non  custodit  hospitalitatem  . 
Thomas  Colynson  est  communis  diffamator. 

Aby.  Carent  crismatorio  .  Vicarius  tenet  consanguineam  eius  in 
domo  sua  suspectam.^^ 

Saleby.  Rectoria  est  ruinosa^-  .  Vicarius  habet  sororem  suam  in 
domo  sua  et  custodit  communem  tabernam  in  vicaria 
predicta,  et  ille  vicarius  est  canonicus  regularis  . 
Fenestra  vitrea  m  cancello  est  fracta. 

Vlcesby."  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Fons  non  habet  ceram  . 
Crismatorium  est  suspensum. 

Tristropp,^^  Rector  non  custodit  hospitalitatem  .  Cancellus  est 
ruinosus. 

Wellugby.^^  Solebant  habere  sacerdotem  cantare  apud  Willugby 
iij  dies  et'^  in  capella  de  Slowthby^'  quatuor  dies  . 
Fenistra  vitrea  est  fracta. 

fo.  lid. 

Galcewath 

Gayton.^*  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Laurencius  Dolam  impregnauit 
quandam  Johannam  Raston. 

Cauthorp.^^    Cimiterium  non  est  clausum. 

HoGGETHORP.^"     Dicunt  quod  non  habent  distribuciones. 

^  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Frieston  (cell  of  Croyland). 

-  Tothill.  *  No[ta]  in  margin.  *  Mablethorpe  St.  Mary. 

^  No[ta]  in  margin.  *  Haugli. 

'  Interlined  above  aquis  cancelled.  *  Belleau. 

'  Theddlethorpe  All  Saints,  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of   Revesby. 
1"  Sic.     The  church  at  Swaby  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  and  there  is  no  recoril 
of  a  second  church  there. 

11  No[ta]  in  margin. 

'^The  proprietors  were  the  prior  and  convent  of  Sixhill.     No[ta]  in  margin. 

13  Ulceby.  "  Trusthorpe.  i^  Willoughby. 

1*  apud  cancelled.  i'  Sloothby. 

1*  Gayton-le-Marsh.  i*  Little  Cawthorpe. 

-"  Hogsthorpe.      The  proprietors  were  the  prior  and  convent  of  the  Hull  Charter- 
house. 
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Maltby,^  Quidam  maritus  tenet  viduam  suspectam  in  eadem 
parochia  .  Quidam  adolescens  vtitur  societate  cuiusdam 
juuencule  suspecte. 

Thoruesby.-  Rector  habet  duas  mulieres  in  domo  sua  .  Ecclesia 
caret  reparacione. 

Markeby.  Ricardus  Joly brand  tenetur  inuenire  quoddam  lumen 
vocatum  Imnen  sancti  Petri  racione  domus  sue  et 
non  facit  .  Parochiani  debent  inuenire  lumen  coram 
summa  cruce. 

Sutton  in  Marisco.^  Rector  non  residet  et  tenetur  inuenire  in 
eadem  parochia  quemdam  vicarium  residentem  . 
Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera 
et^  claue. 

Dominus     Johannes     Wymark     nuper     capellanus 

ibidem  impregnauit  Mergaratam  Haburgh  et  s 

peperit,  ipse  dominus  Johannes  infantulum  iUum  in 
mare  deiecit  et  sic  ilium  interfecit  .  Ipsa  moriebatur 
iam  in  Kestevyn.^ 

South  Reston.  CanceUus  est  ruinosus  .  Dominus  Ricardus  Pullyn 
nuper  rector  de  Sowth  Reston^  detinebat  hec  sequencia 
videlicet  a  Tawyll,'  a  pyx  of  latyn^  et  a  surplys  with 
slyfys,*  que  detinuit  ab  ecclesia  predicta  et  dominus 
Thomas  Pullyn  executor  adhuc  detinet  .  Rectoria 
est  ruinosa. 

CoMBWORTH.  ^^  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Robertus  Penson  de  Comb- 
worth  notatur  de  incontinencia  cum  Mergareta 
Robertson  seruiente^^  cum  Magistro  Rygges. 

Whytherne.^-  Rector  non  residet  et  rectoria  est  ruinosa^'  . 
Cantarista  non  celebrat  in  propria  cantaria. 

Beisby.^^     Rector  custodit  duas  puellas  in  rectoria. 
fo.  72. 

Grymmesby  Decanatus^^ 

IN    ECCLESIA    PARROCHIAU    SANCTI    JaCOBI    DE    GrYMESBY 
DIE  JOUIS  XX^no  die  JuLIJ  AnNO  DOMINI    151 9°0. 

Scarthoo.      Rectoria    dimittitur    laico    /    Joharmes    HaHday    est 

1  Maltby  in  the  Marsh.  ^  gouth  Thoresby. 

'  The  church  of  Sutton  was  a  prebend  in  Lincoln  minster,  held  at  this  time  by 
Dr.  Edward  Hanson. 

*  I  cancelled. 

'  The  parts  of  Kesteven.     No\ta]  in  margin  against  each  of  the  two  paragraphs. 

*  The  rectory  of  South  Reston  was  vacant  by  the  death  of  Richard  Pollyn  before 
23  Jime,  1519  (Reg.  xxv,  fo.  21). 

'I.e.  towel.  *  Latten.  'I.e.  sleeves 

^^  Cvunberworth.  ^^  to  cancelled.  ^^  Withem. 

^'  No\ta]  in  margin.  ^*  Beesby  in  the  Marsh. 

**  30    entries,    all   parish    churches.     Churches    omitted  :     Great    Coates,    North 
Thoresby.     Nine  rectors  and  one  curate  non-resident. 
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Houghton. 


confabulator  in  ecclesia  .  Edmnndus  Halyday  laborat 
infirmitate  /  Robertus  Riplay  de  Grymmesby  debet 
ecclesie  de  Scarthoo  ex  legatis  domini  Robert!  Ripley 
cuius  fuit  executor  vj  s.  viij  d.  Non  est  ibidem  pensio 
neque  porcio  .  Rector  dominus  Johannes  Fisher^ 
non  seruat  hospitalitatem. 

Cancellus  est  ruinosus  incuria  abbatis  de  Humber- 
ston  in  tectura  et  parietibus,  cuius  pretextu  ornamenta 
ecclesiastica  nunc  deteriorantur,  et  ita  stetit  can- 
cellus^ per  XV  annos  preteritos  nee  possunt  habere 

remedium    et sepius     querelantur^   .    Non 

fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  /  Vicarius  habet  in  domo 
sua  mulierem  non  suspectam. 


Kaburne.' 


SWALOW. 


Vicarius  habet  mulierem  senem  non  suspectam 
fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones.® 


Non 


Dominus  Walter  us  Curtesse'  rector  dimittit  beneficium 
laico  /  et  ipse  moratur  apud  Grymmesby  ad  libitum 
suum  et  non  residet. 

Helyng,^  Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  senem  quamdam  mulierem 
et  aliam  iuuenculam  .  Abbas  de  Selby  habet  ibidem 
porcionem  sed  nesciunt  qualem. 

Briggesley.     [Blank.] 

Barnolby.^  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  /  Rector  non  residet  ibidem 
sed  in  aHo  beneficio,  vt  dicitur  .  Vocetur^" .  /  Willelmus 
Butler  fornicatus"  est  et  impregnauit  quamdam 
seruientem  patris  sui  videlicet  Mergaretam  Dodson. 


SWYNEOPP. 


^■-  Dominus  Ricardus  Tomlynson  rector  ibidem  non 
residet  sed  deseruit  cure  apud  West  RandaU^^  . 
Dominus  Johannes  Roper  presbiter  parochialis  et 
firmarius  rectorie  ibidem  habet  in  rectoria  secum 
mulierem  etatis  xx*^  annorum  non  suspectam. 

Grymesby  marie.     Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  patrem  suum  et 
sororem  suam  satis  bone  vite. 

Tetney.     Cancellus  est  ruinosus  et  pluit  in  eandem^'   .  Thomas 
Kyrmonde    notatur    de    incontinencia    cum    Alicia 

1  still  rector  in  1526.  *  Holton-le-Clay.  ^  est  cancelled. 

*  No[ki]  in  margin.     The  missing  word  should  be  parochiani. 

*  Cabouni.  *  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Wellow. 

'  Still  rector  in  1526.  *  Healing.  *  Barnoldby-lo-Beck. 

^^  I.e.  let  him  be  summoned.     No[ta]  in  margin. 

1*  This  is  apparently  the  word,  but  fornicator  is  meant.  ^^  Swinhope. 

1'  No[ta]  in  margin.  Tomlinson  was  still  rector  in  1526,  when  Roper  is  not 
mentioned  and  John  Caor  was  curate  at  West  Ravendale,  a  church  appropriated 
to  the  college  of  Southwell  in  which  no  vicarage  was  ordained. 
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Halington  vxore  Johannis  Halington  .  Guido  Towres 
notatur  cum  Mergareta  Greyson  de  eadem^  /  Maritus 
illius  Mergarete  manet  apud  Stamford  et  ipsa  Mer- 
gareta non  fuit  secum  per  biennium. 

fo.  12d. 

Grymesby 

Wald  Newton.-  Dominus  Antonius  Hennege  rector  habet  in  domo 
sua  duas  mulieres  mature  etatis. 

Grymesby  Jacobi.=*  Nauis  ecclesie  non  est  sufficienter  reparata  : 
parochiani  iam  sunt  reparantes  /  Cancellus  est  ali- 
qualiter  defectiuus  sed  non  est  magnus  defectus. 

BiLLESBY.^  Dominus  Radulfus  Draper  non  residet  /  Non  dum^ 
est  adeptus  possessionem  ecclesie  sue  vt  creditur  / 
Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Cancellus  est 
aliqualiter  defectiuus  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico. 

Waltham.  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  .  Magister  Johannes  Fitz- 
herbert  rector  est  Parisijs^  /  Dominus  Thomas 
Stanys'  cantarista  ibidem  non  seruat  fundacionem 
sue  cantarie  .  Tenementa  eiusdem  cantarie  sunt  in 
magna  ruina  et  idem  cantarista  habet  in  domo  sua 
ij  aut  tres  mulieres  in  domo  sua  suspectas,  et  recipit 
in  domum  suam  mulieres  impregnatas  obtentu  .... 
t  .  .  6  vicissitudinis^  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  de 
licencia  domini  episcopi  Lincolniensis. 

Brigesley.  Rector  non  residet^  .  Capellanus  parrochialis  habet 
firmarius^"  rectorie  ibidem  :  habet  in  domo  suamatrem 
suam. 

HtTMBRESTON.^^  Thomas  Kycher  detinet  duo^'^  lumina  .  Willelmus 
Glastun  detinet  vnum  lumen 

Richardus  Stevynson  detinet  vnum  lumen,  Thomas 
Coke  vnum  lumen, 

Johannes  Wardroper  fouet  lenocinium  cum  Agnete 
Adamson  et  habet  vxorem. 

Agnes  Clarkson  est  meretrix  communis. 

Johannes ^^  Coke,  Willelmus  Richardson,  sunt  pisca- 
tores  in  tempore  diuinorum. 

^  vir  cancelled.  ^  Wold  Newton. 

3  The  present  parish  church  of  Grimsby,  the  other  chuK^h,  St.  Mary's,  having 
been  destroyed. 

*  Beelsby.  ^  A  word  cancelled.  *  Presimiably  at  the  university. 
He  was  still  rector  in  1526  and  1535,  being  also  rector  of  Whilton,  Northants,  and 
Meppersall,  Beds. 

'  Called  Stones  in   1526.  *  The  meaning  is  not  clear. 

*  No[ta]  in  margin.  ^^  Sic  :    for  firmam. 
'^This  and  the  next  entry  nre  in  another  hand. 
^-.Altered  from  vnitm,  ^'-^  i' osier  cancelled, 
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Vicarius  custodit  matrem  suam  et  puellam  xvj 
annorum  in  vicaria. 

Vicarius  est  firmarius  temporalium  ,  Cimiterium 
defectiue^  est  in  vicio  vicarij  et  Willelmi  Smith. 

Hatclyff.     Rectoria  est  ruinosa. 

Lasby.2  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  sine  licencia  et  rectoria  est 
nimium  ruinosa,  et  morantur^  in  rectoria  secularis 
firmarius  habens  secum  vxorem  et  alias  feminas,  et 
ibidem  rector  pernoctat  et  communas  suas  percipit.'* 

Irby.  Dominus  Johannes  Gooderyk  rector  habet  in  domo  sua 
muherem  coniugatam  et  nescitur  vbi  est  eius  maritus^ . 
Holton  nominatur  Isabella*  /  Fenestre  vitree  chori 
sunt  fracte  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

fo.  73. 

Grymesby  adhuc 

H  AWARD  BY.'  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  et  canceUus  est  ruinosus^  / 
Rector  habet  seruientem  Helenam  Forman  .  Clausura 
cimiterij  est  defectiua  incuria  Ricardi  Maxon. 

RoTHWELL.  Rectoria  est  nimium  ruinosa^  /  Dominus  Thomas 
Lewys  rector  non  residet  :  nescitur  vbi  est.^° 

Waith.  Vicarius  habet  in  domo  sua  duas  mulieres  Willelmus 
Torththam  non  sanctificat  sabbata. 

Alisby.^^  Elisabella^^  Waltham  est^^  obiurgat^*  in  ecclesia  pro  sedili 
suo  ibidem  ,  Ipsa  Isabella  et  Johanna  Gunnell  sunt 
communes  scolde  / 

Est  Randall.  1^  Non  fuit  ibidem  ahquis  vicarius  per  xx**  annos 
preteritos^*  /  Curatus  ibidem  habet  in  domo  sua 
juuenculam  quandam  pro  pincerna  sua  / 

CoKESWOLD.^'  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  sine  licencia  et^^  lez  stile 
cimiterij  est  fractum. 

^  Sic  :  for  defectivum.  ^  Laceby.  ^  Sic  :  for  nwratur. 

*  No[ta]  in  margin.  *  Altered  from  marig. 

6  Sic.  The  interlined  word  Holton  seems  to  be  the  woman's  surname.  No[ta\ 
in  margin. 

'  Hawerby.  *  No\ta\  in  margin. 

*  In  margin  :    dimittitur domini  comitis  Derbie. 

1"  Lewys,  whether  discovered  or  not,  was  still  rector  in   1526. 

1^  Aylesby.  ^^  Sic. 

^^  communis  and  causa  cancelled. 

^*  Sic  :   it  was  probably  intended  to  cancel  est. 

^^  East  Ravendale. 

"JVo[to]  in  margin.  The  church  seems  to  have  been  still  without  a  vicar  in 
1526  ;  but  the  curate  then  noted  is  called  vicar  in  Valor  Ecclesiasticus.  Pro- 
prietors, the  prioress  and  convent  of  St.  Leonard's,  Grimsby. 

^'  Cuxwold.  **  Rector  non  cancelled. 
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Granesby.^  Dominus  Johannes  Gascoign  rector  non  residet  . 
Est  pluralis  et  exhibet  pluralitatem,  sed  tamen 
moratur  in  seruicio  domine  Tailboys  apud  Golthagh-  / 
Capellanus  parrochialis  est  firmarius  et  habet  iuuen- 
culam  in  domo  sua,  videlicet  dominus  Johannes 
Thorald  capellanus  parrochialis. 

AsKEBY.^  Nauis  ecclesia  est  ruinosa  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico 
et  laicus  in  eadem  cum  vxore  et  seruiente  suis  moratur, 
et  ibidem  pernoctat  rector. 

North  Cotes.  Rector  dominus  Thomas  Briayn  non  residet  /  et 
rectoria  dimittitur  laico  sine  licencia  .  Rector  ille 
quandoque  est  ibi  quandoque  est  illic*  .  Willelmus 
Hanson  viuit  incontinenter  cum  Lucia  Haryson, 

fo.  736^. 

Grymesby  Decanatus 

Cotes  parua.^    Omnia  bene  / 
Bradlay.^     Omnia  bene  / 

Clee,'  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Vicaria  est  adeo  ruinosa  vut^  curatus 
non  audet  in  eadem  jacere  .  Non  est  ibidem  vicarius^  / 
Abbas  non  facit  distribuciones  .  Curatus  non  residet  . 
Abbas  et  Brianus  Curteis  includunt  terras  vt  non 
possint  ire  ad  processionem.^*' 

fo.  74. 

Jerdeburgh  et  Walescrofte  Decanatus^  ^ 

IN    ECCLESIA    PARROCHIALI    DE    ElLISHAM^"    DIE    MeRCURIJ 

xxviji"o  JuLiJ  Anno  domini  1519™°. 

Barton.  "  Vicarius  habet  in  domo  sua  mulierem  quamdam  senem  / 
Dominus    Georgius    curatus   ibidem  ^^   est  communis 

^  Grainsby.  -  Goltho,   near  Wragby.     Gascoign  was  still  rector  of  Grainsbv 

in  1526.  3  Ashby  with  Fenby. 

*  No[ta]  in  margin  cancelled.     In  margin  is  added  :    Iste  fuit  cum  duo 

alibi  heneficiatus  et  ibidem  vult  residere,  videlicet  apud  Yardeley.  In  1526  Thomas 
Bryan  was  still  rector  of  '  Norcotts  ',  while  the  vicar  of  Yardeley  (Ardeley),  co. 
Hertford,  was  Thomas  Bray.  In  the  circumstances,  the  identity  of  the  two  may 
be  presumed,  and  neither  Bray  nor  Biyan  occurs  among  the  rectors  of  Yardley 
Hastings,  co.  Northampton. 

*  Little  Coates.  ^  Bradley. 

'  This  entry  is  in  another  hand.  *  Sic  :   for  ut. 

^  No[ta]  in  margin.  In  1526  only  a  curate  and  a  stipendiary  are  mentioned. 
The  abbot  and  convent  of  Wellow  were  the  proprietors. 

^°  I.e.  they  made  enclosures  which  interfered  with  the  regular  course  of  the  pro- 
cession at  Rogationtide,  apparently  of  deliberate  purpose. 

^^  28  entries  from  Yarborough,  23  from  Walshcroft,  all  jiarisli  churches.  Churches 
omitted  from  Yarborough  :  Immingham,  Soinerby  and  Wootton,  with  the  pre- 
bendal  churches  of  Caistor,  Melton  Ross  and  North  Kelsey  and  those  of  Searbj' 
and  Owmby,  appropriated  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln.  From  Walsh- 
croft :  West  Wykeham  and  the  prebendal  church  of  Binbrook  St.  Gabriel.  Two 
non-resident  rectors  and  three  vicars  in  Yarborough  ;    four  rectors  in  Walshcroft. 

^-  Elsham  in  Yarborough  deanery.  **  Barton-on-Hiunber. 

^*  In  1526  the  curate  whose  activities  bj'^  water  and  on  land  are  here  described 
had  been  succeeded  by  Thomas  lloiDkynson, 
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piscator  in  Humbriam  anglice  wading  /  Et  ipse 
dominus  Georgius  fecit  insultum  in  vigiles  illius  ville 
iam  dudum. 

Merket  Rasen.     Omnia  bene. 

Tgft  Newton.^     Rector  non  residet.^ 

West  Rasen.     Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

Nettilton.     Omnia  bene. 

Kelsey  Marie. ^     Omnia  bene. 

Kyngerby.     Vicarius  non  seruat  hospitalitatem. 

Lynwod.^     Rectoria  dimittitm*  laico  sine  Hcencia  .   Rector  non 
celebrat  diuina  horis  debitis  et  consuetis. 

Keleby.^  AHanora  Dixson  notatur  de  incontinencia  cum  diuersis 
personis  .  Johannes  Pasmer  notatur  de  incontinencia 
cum  vxore  Thome  Hudson  .  Idem  Johannes  Pasmer 
diffamauit  vxorem  Johannis  Herberd  cum  Ricardo 
Cummyng  .  Robertus  Bayn  et  eius  vxor  non  simul 
cohabitant,  sed  ipse  hie  iUa  autem  alibi  moratur. 

Walesby.  Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  duas  mulieres  non  suspectas  . 
Rector  est  firmarius  temporahum  terrarum  ibidem  . 
Quedam  femina  ibidem  iam  dudum  peperit  et  nescitur 
quis  est  pater  proHs^  .  Isabella  seruiens  magistri 
Wichecote  est  impregnata  et  credit[ur]  per  ipsum 
magistrum  Whichecote. 

Teilby.'  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  tectura^  /  Dominus  WiUelmus 
Gayton  cantarista  non  seruat  ibidem^  residenciam  : 
moratur  apud  Watton  Eboracensis  dioceseos^" .  Vicaria 
est  ruinosa. 

North  Willingham.  Vicarius  ibidem  habet  in  domo  sua  quamdam 
senem  muherem. 

Ryby.  Rectoria  est  defectiua  nimium^^  .  Vicarius  habet  in  domo 
sua  duas  muheres  non  tamen  suspectas. 

^  Toft  by  Newton.  *  No[ta]  in  margin. 

^  The  churches  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Nicholas,  South  Kelsey,  were  in  the  deanery 
of  Walshcroft.  The  prebendal  chiirch  of  North  Kelsey,  locally  in  the  deanery 
of  Yarborough,  did  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  visitation. 

*  Linwood,  the  native  place  of  the  famous  canonist. 

*  Keelby.  *  No[ta]  in  margin.  '  Tealby. 

*  No[ta]  in  margin.  *  hospitalitatem  cancelled. 

^"  Watton  in  the  East  Riding,  where  there  was  a  Gilbertine  priory.  The  church 
of  Tealby  was  appropriated  to  the  Gilbertine  priory  of  Sixhill,  but  this  would  not 
explain  Gayton's  absence  at  another  house  of  the  same  order. 

^'  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Wellow  were  proprietors  of  the  church  of  Riby. 
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fo.  74d. 

Yardeburgh  et  Wallescrofte  / 

Rasyn  Tupholme.^  Vicarius  est  canonicus  ,  Non  seruat  hospitali- 
tatem,  est  tamen  bene  dispositus. 

Rasen  Drax.  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  .  Vicarius  non 
seruat  hospitalitatem. 

Cadeney.-  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones^  .  Vicarius  habet  in 
domo  sua  quamdam  mulierem^  etatis  Ix**  annorum 
non  suspectam. 

Kyrkby/     Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones. 

Steynton.^     Omnia  bene. 

Wrauby.'  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  tectura  adeo  quod  pluit  super 
summum  altare^  /  Sedilia  in  choro  sunt  fracta  / 
Vicarius  ibidem  non  est  diligens  in  seruicijs  diuinis 
et  ea  negligenter  agit  :  vix  aliquando  celebrat  semel 
in  septimana  /  Katerina  Vintyner  vidua  impregnatur 
sed  per  quem  nescitur  .  Est  ibidem  capellanus 
parrochiaLis  minus  doctus. 

Claxby.     Rector  non  residet.^ 

NoRMANBY.^"  Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  duas  mulieres  non  sus- 
pectas  .  /  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Idem 
rector  est  firmarius  temporalium  terrarum. 

Newton  iuxta  Tofte.  Rector  non  residet^^  .  Petrus  Effard  est 
ibidem  firmarius  .  Rectoria  aliqualiter^^  est^^  defectiua. 

Kelsey  Nicholai.^*     Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  duas  mulieres. 

Croxby.15     Omnia  bene. 

Barow.  ^^  Vicarius  habet  in  domo  sua  duas  mulieres  non  suspectas  / 
Est  idem  vicarius  frater  abbatis  naturalis  abbatis^' 
de  Thornton  .  Thomas  Gell  iam  dudum  recepit  in 
domum    suam    quamdam    mulierem    impregnatam    . 

^  The  two  moieties  of  Middle  Rasen,  each  originally  with  its  own  church,  were 
appropriated  to  the  Premonstratensian  abbot  and  convent  of  Tupholme  and  the 
Augustinian  prior  and  convent  of  Drax  respectively. 

^  Cadney.  *  Proprietors,   the  prior  and  convent  of  Thornholrae. 

*  suspectam  cancelled.  ^  Kirkby  cnm  Osgodby. 

*  Stainton-le-Vale  (or  le-Hole). 

'  Wrawby,  the  mother  church  of  Brigg. 

*  Proprietors,  the  master  and  fellows  of  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge. 
^  No{ta]  in  margin.  '"  Normanby-le-Wold. 

^^  No\ta\  in  margin.  ^^  A  word  cancelled. 

^^  defectiuus  cancelled.  ^*  St.  Nicholas,  South  Kelsey. 

^^  omnia  cancelled.  '*  Barrow-oii-Huiaber. 

1'  Sic.     The  abbot  and  convent  of  Thornton  were  proprietors. 
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Willelmus  Ro  ....  diffamauit  se  ipsum  cum  vxore 
Thome  Cowper  .  Ricardus  Cooke  notatur  de  incon- 
tinencia  cum  quadam  coniugata  eiusdem  ville. 

WiRLEBY.i    Vicarius  habet  in  dome  sua  mulierem  non  suspectam. 

OwRESBY,'-     Omnia  bene. 

fo.  75. 

Yardeburgh  et  Wallescrofte 

Haburghe.^  Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  fracte*  /  Nauis  ecclesie 
est  defectiua  /  Presbiter  parrochialis  ibidem  notatur 
cum  vxore  Willelmi  Grayesdale  /  Est  idem  capellanus 
pessime  vite  .   / 

Halton.^    Campanile  est  defectiuum. 

HoRKSTOWE.  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  nimis^  Thomas  Stevenson 
non  vult  soluere  denarios  sancti  Petri  .  Robertus 
Ward  subtrahit  quoddam  lumen  consuetum. 

Bekeby.'  Rector  non  residet^  /  Magister  Robertus  Turwyt  est 
firmarius  rectorie  :  licenciatur  per  dominum. 

Bynbroke  Marie. ^  Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  duas  aut  tres 
mulieres  sed  tamen  omnes  bene  viuunt. 

St ALING BURGH.  ^°  Cancellus  est  ruinosus^^  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene 
clausum  .  Robertus  Cok  et  Johanna  Hodson  adinuicem 
adulterantur  et  sic  a  diu  continuauerunt  .  Sunt  eciam^- 
anglice  godsibes  :  sepius  fuerunt  moniti  sed  non 
desistunt .  Vicarius  non  residet  sed  residet  in  alio  bene- 
ficio  in  Kesteven  et  nuncupatur  magister  Totofte^^  . 
Rectoria  est  ruinosa  Ricardus  Coke  et  Ehsabeth  Ledes 
adinuicem  scoldauerunt  .  Abbas  et  conuentas  de  Selby 
exhiberent  dominicale  vestimentum^^  et  hoc  non 
faciunt. 

Lymber  magna.     Omnia  bene. 

Gresby.^^     Omnia  bene. 

BoNEBY.^^     Omnia  bene. 

^  Worlaby.  -  Owersby.  ^  Habrough. 

^  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Newhouse.  ^  East  Halton. 

''Proprietors,  the  hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  in  i^lngland. 

'  Bigby.  *  No\ta\  in  margin. 

3  The  other  church  at  Binbrook,  St.  Gabriel's,  waa  appropriated  to  the  prebend 
of  Milton  Manor  in  Lincoln  minster. 

^^  Stallingbo rough. 

11  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Selby.  ^^  compat  cancelled. 

1*  In  1526  Vincent  Totost  (sic)  was  still  vicar  of  Stallingborough,  holding  also 
his  benefice  in  Kesteven,  viz.  Burton-le-Coggles  in  the  deanery  of  BeUialoe. 

1*  I.e.  a  suit  of  vestments  for  use  on  Simdays. 

15  Graaby.  i*  Bonby. 
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Brokelesby.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Rectoria  est  nimium 
defectiua  .  Rector  non  residet  .  Dominus  Robertus 
Esington  nuper  abbas  de  Newhos  est  rector  ibidem.- 

Omnia  bene. 


Ellisham.3 
Barnaby.^ 


Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones^  et  cimiterinm  non  est 
bene  clausum. 


Thornton.^     Omnia  bene. 

HowsBY.'  Vicarius  residet  in  alio  beneficio  suo  sed  non  ibidem  .  / 
Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones.** 

GouxYLL.^  Robertus  Nelson  fornicatur  cum  Johanna  Barnard  . 
Thomas  Wakchar  notatur  cum  quadam  Elena  in- 
cognita .  /  Robertus  Clark  notatur  de  lenocinio  et 
incontinencia. 

fo.  15d. 

Yardeburgh  et  Wallescrofte 

Kelingham. ^^     Vicarius  non  residet^^  :  est  canonicus.^^ 

Feryby.^^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus^*  .  Sedilia  in  choro  sunt  fracta  / 
Rectoria  est  ruinosa. 


Thorneton.^^ 
Thoreswey. 


Omnia  bene. 


Rector  non  residet^^  .  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in 
tectura  adeo  quod  pluit  super  summum  altare  et 
sacramentum  .  Magister  Cartar  firmarius  ibidem  ponit 
porcos  suos  in  cimiterium  ibidem  .  Rectoria  est 
defectiua  /  Rector  facit  iniuriam  parrochianis  suis  eo 
quod  non  accipit  agnos  decimales  tem]:)oribus  statutis 
in  magnum  nocumentum  parochianorum. 

Croxton.     Omnia  bene. 

KiRNYNGTON.  ^'  Vicarius  est  canonicus^^  sed  custodit  hospitalitatem  . 
Cetera  bene  / 

^  Brockleaby. 

2  Tlie  site  of  Newhovise  abbey  ia  in  Brockleaby  park.  The  name  of  Robert 
Eayngton  is  not  in  the  list  of  abbota  of  Newhouae  in  Collect.  Anglo-Prem.  Ill,  Cti, 
67.  He  was  a  novice  in  1491  and  appears  in  the  visitation  liata  for  1404,  1500  and 
15U3  (ibid.  Ill,  81-87).  His  name  should  occur  between  those  of  William  Sawndalle 
(1497-1503)  and  John  Moser  (1518). 

'  Elsham.  *  Barnetby-le-Wold. 

''  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Newatead-ou-Ancliolme. 

«  Thornton  Curtis.  '  Ulceby. 

*  Proprietora,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Thornton. 

*Goxhill.  1"  Killingholme.  ^'^  No[ta]  in  margin.    , 

'-  I.e.  of  Newhouse  abbey,  to  which  the  church  was  appropriated. 

*^  South  Ferriby.  "  A'o[to]  in  margin.  !=>  Thomton-le-Moor. 

^*  A^o[to]  in  margin.  i' KirmLngton. 

^*  I.e.  of  Newhouse,  to  which"  the  church  waa  appropriated, 
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Saxby.  Omnia  bene  /  Habet  rector  duas  bonas  mulieres  sed  tamen 
omnes  honeste  viuunt  et 

Thurganby.^  Rector  habet  secum  quamdam  mulierem  non 
suspectam. 

fo.  76. 

[ARCHIDIAGONATUS     STOWE] 

Manlake' 

Die  Sabbati  penultimo^'  Julij  Anno  1519™°  in  ecclesia 

PARROCHIALI    DE    ApPULBY. 

Reysby.^  Vicarius  ibidem  est  canonicus  et  non  residet^ .  Dimittitur 
vicaria  ad  firmam  .  Thornholme  proprietarij  ibidem. 

BoTTENSFORTH.*^  Quedam  mulier  cuius  nomen  ignoratur  fuit 
impregnata  in  domo  Thome  Talour  et  nescitur  per 
quern, 

LuDDiNGTON.  Ecclesia  est  ruinosa  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene 
clausum  .  Crismatorium  eget  reparacione  .  Vicarius 
habet  in  domo  sua  quamdam  iuuenculam. 

WiNTERTON,  Dominus  Robertus  Wright  vicarius  de  Winterton 
non  residet'  /  Cantaria  ibidem  et  edificia  eiusdem 
sunt  ruinosa  /  Cantarista  ibidem  est  senex  et  cecus  : 
non  potest  deseruire  eidem  cantarie  .  Johannes 
Wilkynson  coniugatus  commisit  adulterium  cum 
Mergareta  Crathorne  iuuencula  de  eadem  .  Alicia 
Barbar  fuit  impregnata  per  Ricardum  Saunderson 
iam  defunctum  /  Vicarius  ibidem  est  firmarius  rectorie 
de  Burton  Stather  et  ibidem  moratur.*^ 

AuTHROP,^  Magister  Radulfus  Babyngton  rector  ibidem  non 
residet^"  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Capella  quedam 
sancti  Jacobi  in  cimiterio  ibidem  est  ruinosa  incuria 
rectoris^^  ad  quem  spectat  eandem  reparare  vt  par- 
rochiani  dicunt  .  Robertus  Lumbe  et  Johannes 
Hoggeson  sunt  communes  garralatores^'-  in  ecclesia  . 
Willelmus  Aukland  et  Willelmus  Holme  ludebant  ad 
taceras^^  Sabbato  Palmarum  tempore  diuinorum. 

^  Thorganby. 

"19  entries,  all  parish  churches.  Churches  omitted  :  Burton  Stather,  Froding- 
ham,  West  Halton.     Four  rectors,  two  vicars  non-resident. 

'  Interlined  above  ultimo  cancelled.  *  Risby. 

^  Noita]  in  margin.  *  Bottesford.  '  Still  vicar  in  1626. 

^  No[ta]  in  margin.  He  apparently  was  still  farmer  at  Burton  Stather  in  1526, 
when  lie  paid  £4  63.   8d.  to  the  chaplain  there. 

'  Althorpe.  '"  Dimittitur  per  dominiim.  in  margin. 

^^  cuius  cancelled.  ^~  iSic,  ^^  I.e.  teaaerafi,  dice. 
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Redbuene.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Vicarius  iion  seniat  hos- 
pitalitatem  /  Non  fiunt  ibidem  dictribuciones  .  Pro- 
prietarij-  ibidem  exhiberent  lampadem  in  ecclesia 
iUa  arsuram  et  iam  ita  non  faciunt. 

Broughton.  Seruicia  diuina  non  fiunt  horis  consuetis  .  Rector 
habet  in  domo  sua  duas  mulieres  satis  juuenes, 

HiBALSTOWE.  Cancellus  eget  reparacione  incuria^  subdecani 
Lincolniensis  proprietarij  vicarie  ad  quern  spectat 
reparacio  eiusdem  vt  parrochiani  dicunt. 


fo.  76d. 


Manlake 


Mampton.^  Rector  non  residet^  /  Dominu8  Thomas  Borow  junior 
miles  est  firmarius  et  moratur  in  rectoria. 

Messingham.     Omnia  bene. 

RoxBY.  Vicarius  ibidem  habet  in  domo  sua  mulierem  non  tamen 
suspectam  /  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones.^ 

Alkbarow.'     Omnia  bene. 

Wadingham  Marie.^  Rector  non  residet  sed  residet  in  cantaria 
sua  apud  Dokdyke^  /  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  . 
Braye^°  subtraxit  ab  ecclesia  predicta  iij  d.  soluendos 
die  Pasche  ad  manutenciam^^  cuiusdam^-  /  Rectoria 
dimittitur  laico  /  Willelmus  Farmare^^'  de  Northorp 
debet  ecclesie  x  s.  /  Habet ^^  pluralitatem  cum  clausula 
de  non  residendo. 

Crowle.     Vicarius  depascit  aucas  in  cimiterio  et  illud  deturpat. 

Skalby.^^  Thorneholme  proprietarij  ibidem  non  fiunt ^^  distribu- 
ciones   /  Locatur  rectoria  mulieri  laice. 

Flixburgh.     Omnia  bene  .  Rector  non  residet. 

Appulby.^'     Omnia  bene. 

^  Redbovu"ne.  -  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Selby. 

'  proprietariorum  ad  quos  07nnes  indifferenter  spectat  reparacio  eiusdem  cancelled. 

*  Manton.  *  No[ta]  in  margin. 

*  Proprietors  :    the  prior  and  convent  of  Drax.  '  Alkborough. 

>*  Waddinghani  St.  Mary  with  St.  Peter  was  reckoned  at  a  later  date  in  the  deanery 
of  Aslackhoe  owing  to  the  disappearance  of  St.  Mary's  and  the  fact  that  St.  Peter's 
and  the  chapel  of  Snitterby  were  in  that  deanery. 

*  Dogdyke,  near  Tattershall.  In  1526  William  Tupholme  was  rector  of  Wadding- 
ham  and  chantry  priest  of  Dogdyke. 

1"  Apparently  this  is  the  name  :  the  B  is  written  over  ss  cancelled. 

11  6'ic  :    for  nianutenenciani.  ^- ISic  :   luminis  seems  to  be  omitted. 

1'  debet  ecclesie  cancelled.  ^*  Sc.  rector.  ^^  Scawby. 

1*  Sic  :  for  faciunt.  ^^  Appleby. 
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Whitton.  Vicarius  ibidem  est  canonicus  de  Welbeck^  :  exhibet 
omnia  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  /  Vicaria 
dimittitur  laico,  vicarius  tamen  residet  et  bene  facit  . 
Cancellus  est  defectiuus. 

Wyntringham.-  Rector  est  valde  senex  et  habet  in  domo  sua 
tres  mulieres  suspectas  .  Non  fiunt  diuina  horis  con- 
suetis  /  Fons  baptismalis  non  seruatur  sub  cera. 

fo.  77. 

Decanatus  Aslackhoo^ 

IN  ECCLESIA  PREBENDALI   DE   KyRKTON^   DIE   LUNE  PRIMG^ 

PRiMo^  AuGUSTi  Anno  domini  lolO^^o. 

Harpeswell.     Non  habent  distribuciones. ' 

Hathorne.^  Non  habent  diuina  officia  in  temporibus  consuetis  . 
Vicarius  custodit  mulierem  in  domo  sua  .  Non  habent 
distribuciones^  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Cimiterium 
non  est  clausum. 

Bliborough.  Rector  non  residet  :  residet  in  Beuerlaico^^  vbi  habet 
cantariam  .  Et  Willelmus  Baar  de  Laughton  et 
Ricardus  Wodhowse  de  eadem  debent  ecclesie  pre- 
dicte  xl  s.  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Cimiterium  non 
est  clausum  .  Anthiphonarium  ibidem  eget  emenda- 
cione. 

Hemmeswell.  Rector  non  residet  sed  est  residens  in  collegio  sancti 
Stephani  apud  Westmonasterium^'  .  Cimiterium  non 
est  clausum  .  Robertus  Estrop  debet  ecclesie  predicte 
xvj  d. 

Cold  Hanwourth.  Fons  baptismalis  non  seruatur  sub  cera  / 
Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  matrem  et  sororem  suas  . 
Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

Fillingham.  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  sine 
Ucencia  .  Magister  Sdsson  est  rector.  ^- 

1  No[ta]  in  margin.     The  abbot  and  convent  of  Welbeck  were  proprietors. 

"  Winteringham. 

^18  entries,  all  except  fcsnitterby  parish  churches.  Churches  omitted  are  the 
prebendal  church  of  Bishop's  Norton  and  Glentham,  a  peculiar  of  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Lincoln.  Four  rectors  non-resident,  but  one  of  these  haa  already  been 
noted  in  Manlake  deanery. 

*  Kirton  Lindsey.  *  Julij  anno  Domini  cancelled.  *  Sic. 

'  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Louth  Park.  *  Hackthorn. 

*  Pioprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bullington.  i"  Sic  :    for  Beverlaco. 
11  Master  John  Malt  by  was  rector  of  Hemswell  in  1526.      The  lists  of  canons  of 

St.    Stephen's,    Westminster,  for  this  period  are  very  defective  ;  but  it  is  possible 
that  he  may  have  held  a  canonry  there. 

1*  The  last  sentence  is  added  in  another  hand.  Master  Thomas  Scisson  was 
rector  in  1526. 
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Caynby.'  Rectoria^  dimittitur  laico  ,  Rector  non  seruat  hos- 
pitalitatem  .  Cancellus  est  aliqualiter  defectiuus  in 
tectura. 

Glentworth.  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones^  Vicaria  dimittitur 
laico. 

Onby.*  Georgius  Turuey  impregnauit  Johannam  Hudson  dudum 
seruientem  suam  Rector  habet  duas  mulieres  non 
suspectas  in  domo  sua  /  Dicta  Johanna  adhuc  moratur 
secum  in  domo  dicti  Georgij. 

Ingham.  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones^  .  Cancellus  est  in 
magna  ruina  in  curia**  prioris  de  Bullyngton  .  Vicarius 
ibidem  habet  tres  mulieres  in  domo  sua  .  Cimiterium 
non  est  clausum. 

Spridlington.  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  /  Rector  non  seruat- 
hospitalitatem. 

Normanby.  Residentes  in  ecclesia  cathedrali  Lincolniensi  pro- 
prietarij  detinent  inuenire  lampadem  continue  earun 
dem''  diebus  dominicis  in  tempore  diuinorum  .  Non 
fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones. 


fo.  lid. 


Aslakhoo 


Saxby.  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones*^  .  Agnes  Elysby  impreg- 
nata  fuit  per  Willelmum  Dry  que  iam  recessit^  . 
Proprietarij  Sancte  Katerine  Lincolniensis.  ^° 

Wadinghajm  sancti  Petri,  ^^  Rector  habet  quandam  senem 
mulierem  in  domo  sua  cum  duabus  juuencuhs  con- 
sanguineis  .  Johannes  All  detinet  inuenire  lampadem 
in  eadem  ecclesia  /  Ipse  tamen  mulieres  dicti  Pectoris 
dicuntur  esse  satis  bone  et  illese  fame  /  sed  honeste 
vite. 

Cambryngham.  ^2  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  .  Vicaria  dimittitur 
laico  .  Vicarius  non  seruat  hospitalitatem  /  Abbas  de 
Hilton  ^^  proprietarius. 

^  Caenby.  -  D  cancelled. 

^  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Newliouse. 

*  Owmby.  *  No{ta]  in  margin.  ^  Sic  :   for  incuria. 

'  Sic  :   for  urendani.  ^  quulatn  cancelled.  ^  Swill  cancelled. 

'"  I.e.  St.  Katherine's  priory  at  Lincoln. 

*^  Waddingham  St.  Mary's,  as  ali'eady  noted,  was  in  the  deanery  of  Manlake. 
^*  Camraeringham. 
^'  The  Cistercian  abbey  of  Hulton  in  Staffordshire. 
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Wyllyton.^  Sedilia  in  choro  et  fenestre  vitree  sunt  fracte  . 
Margareta  Fraunces  est  communis  scolda  .  Robertus 
Dylworth  debet  ecclesie  iiij  s.  viij  d.,  Georgius  Fraunces 
xj  s.,  Robertus  Cooke  xiij  s,  iiij  d.  et  vnum  quarterium 
ordei  et  dimidium  quarterium  brasij,  Willelmus 
Townend  vj  s.  viij  d.  ex  legato  Ricardi  Grene  .  Quedam 
Margareta  Spynk  est  communis  scolda  .  Ipse 
Margareta  Spynk  et  Margareta  Fraunces  sunt  forni- 
catrices  .  Porticus  ecclesie  eget  reparacione  .  Collegium 
Regium  Cantabrigiense  /  prior  sancti  Johannis 
Jerosolimitani  /  et  prior  de  BuUyngton  sunt  pro- 
prietarij-  .  Margareta  Fraunces  hospitata  est  in 
domo  Ricardi  Frauncis  et  ipse  est  fautor  sceleris 
ipsius  Margarete  Fraunces. 

Snyterby.3  Rector  habet  cantariam  apud  Dokdyk*  et  ibi 
moratur  .  Presbiter  parochialis  non  pernoctat  in^ 
rectoria  sed  in  villa  ibidem. 

Cotes.''  Omnia  bene  .  Abbas  de  Welbek  proprietarius  .  Non  faciunt 
ibidem  distribuciones  .  CanceUus  est  defectiuus  . 
Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Non  est  ibidem  vicarius  : 
non  fuit  ibidem  vicarius  per  spacium  septem  annorum 
preteritorum  .  Vicaria  dimittitur  pro  derelicta  et  a 
diu  vacauit  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa.' 

fo.  78. 

Coringham** 

DIE  MARTIS  IJ'^O  AUGUSTI  AnNO   1519  IN  ECCLESIA  PREBENDALl 

DE   CORINGHAM  / 

Gaynesbrough.  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  reparacione  et  rectoria 
est  ruinosa^  /  Ricardus  Wawyn  debet  ecclesie  x  Li. 
ex  dono  Ricardi  Wawyn  patris  eius  /  Rectoria  de 
Morton^^  est  ruinosa  .  Johannes  Browne  et  Henricus 

^  Willoughton. 

-  There  were  two  moieties,  and  the  reason  of  the  tiu-ee  proprietors  is  not  clear. 
King's  College  eventually  became  sole  proprietor. 

«  Snitterby  was  a  chapel  to  Waddingham  St.  Mary  and  not  a  parish  church. 
The  rector  of  Waddingham  is  the  rector  mentioned  here  :  see  p.  93  above.  There 
is  evidently  some  confusion  about  the  two  Waddingham  churches  in  two  separate 
deaneries  ;  but  Snitterby,  locally  in  the  wapentake  of  Aslacklioe,  should  be  in  the 
deanery  of  that  name. 

*  Dogdyke.  °  parochia  cancelled.  *  Cotes-by-Stow. 

'  No[ta]  in  margin.  It  would  appear  that  omnia  bene  at  the  beginning  of  this 
entry  was  written  hiadvertently.  In  1526  the  cure  still  appears  to  have  been  served 
by  a  stipendiary  priest. 

«  Gaynesborough  and  Grymmesby  both  written  before  Coringlmm  and  cancelled. 
14  entries,  one  repeated,  all  parish  churches.  Churches  omitted  :  Pilham,  Wroot, 
and  the  prebendal  chiurches  of  Corringham  and  Kirton  Lindsey.  lour  rectors 
non-resident. 

*  ]SIo\ta^  in  margin. 

1"  Morton  was  in  the  parish  of  Gainsborough  :  the  rectory  there  must  mean  the 
tenement  of  the  priory  of  St.  Jolui  of  Jerusalem,  the  proprietors  of  the  church  of 
Gainsborough. 
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Edmond  obiurgabant  in  ecclesia  in  tempore  diuinorum 
Johanna  Wylson  vidua  notatur  de  incontinencia  et 
Elizabet  Bell  similiter  .  Johannes  Nayler  et  filia 
Johannis  Borage  notantur  de  incontinencia  .  Ahcia 
Hardgrave  fouet  lenocinium  et  filia  sua  impregnatur 
in  eodem  .  Quedam  Mergareta  seruiens  cum  baUiuo 
de  Havynnynges^  notatur  de  incontinencia  cum 
balliuo  .  Quedam  mulier  seruiens  WiUelmi  Borough 
impregnatur  sed  per  quern  nessitur.- 

Skotton.  Rector  habet  tres  juuenculas  consanguineas  non  sus- 
pectas  in  domo. 

Hepham.^  Rector  residet  in  ecclesia  cathedrali  Lincolniensi^  . 
Cancellus  eget  emendacione  in  coopert^  in  tectura 
Cimiterium  non  est  clausum. 

Epworth.  Jacobus  Post  expellit  vxorem  suam  et  difi'amauit  eam 
Elena  Hutton  de  eadem  impregnatur  sed  per  quem 
nesscitur. 

NoRTHORP.     ^Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones.' 

ScoTORE.*^  Rector  non  residet  .  Beneficium  dimittitur  domine  de 
ShyfFylde  .  Est  quedam  capella  in  eadem  parochia  et 
est  valde  ruinosa.^ 

Haxey.  Habet^"  duas  juuenculas  in  domo  sua  et  habet  filium 
proprium  .  Quidam  Johannes  Lutton  de  Sawnby^^ 
subtrahit  ab  ecclesia  predicta  quemdam  annualem 
redditum  x  d.  per  annum  et  subtraxit  per  spacium 
trium  annorum. 

Springthorp.     Rector  non  seruat  hospitalitatem. 

Blyghton.^^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Vicaria  eget  tectura.  ^^ 

Grayingham.     Rector  non  residet  et  rectoria  est  valde  ruinosa.^"* 

Belton.  Ricardus^^  Freman  seruiens  magistro  Roberto  Belwood 
impregnauit  quandam  Aliciam  Wylson  seruientem 
eidem  magistro  Roberto  .  Henricus  Broughton  de 
eadem  impregnauit  quamdam  Johannam  seruientem 
Thome  Vessey  .  Rector  non  residet.  ^^ 

^  I.e.  Heynings.  'Sic.  '  Heapham. 

*  Master  William  Turr,  rector  in  1526,  was  warden  of  the  Cantilupe  chantry, 
and  died  before  3  July,  1527.  He  was  buried  in  the  south  aisle  of  the  choir  before 
the  Cantilupe  chantry  chapel  :  the  inscription  on  his  brass  is  said  to  have  given 
the  date  of  his  death  as  29  June,  1526,  but  this  seems  to  be  a  year  wrong.  See 
Lincoln  Chapter  Acts.  1526-1536  (L.R.S.  XII),  p.  78. 

5  in  coapert[ura]  should  have  been  cancelled.  *  Northorp  cancelled. 

''  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Newbo.  ^  Scotter. 

'  There  seem  to  be  no  traces  of  this  chapel,  but  there  may  be  a  confusion  between 
Scotter  and  Scotton,  and  the  reference  may  be  to  the  chapel  of  East  Ferry  in  the 
second  of  these  parishes. 

^^  Sc.  vicarius.  ^^  Saundby,  co.  Nott.  ^^  Blyton. 

^'  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Thornholme. 

**  No[ta]  in  margin.  ^*  Rich  cancelled.  ^*  No[ta]  in  margin. 

O 
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Lee.^    Dominus  Robertus  Dowghtfyer  rector  eiusdem  non  residet.^ 

fo.  78d 

Goryngham 

Laughton.  ^  Non  liabent  ordinalem,  missalem,  gradalem  .  Porti- 
forium  et  censorium  egent  emendacione  .  Pixis  est 
fraeta  et  crismatorium  est  ligno  factum  et  vicarius 
non  residet  .  Carent  eciam  duobus  candelabris.* 

Grayngham.^  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  Cancellus 
eget  reparacione  in  tecturis  et  vitreis  fenestris  . 
Cimiterium  non  est  clausum. 

OwsTON.  Vicarius  non  seruat  hospitalitatem  .  Cimiterium  non  est 
clausum  .  Mansio  cantarie  est  ruinosa  in  diuersis 
domibus  eiusdem  .  Jacobus  Staynton  et  Ricardus 
Mixhon  obiurgabant  in  ecclesia  .  Johannes  Davie  et 
Alexander  Nelson  obiurgabant  in  cimiterio  in  tempore 
diuinorum  .  Johannes  Kyrk  et  vxor  eius  non^  simul 
cohabitant. 

fo.  79. 

Lawreis  Decanatus' 

IN   ECCLESIA   PARROCHIALI    BEATE   MaRIE    APUD   ToRKESEY 

DIE  Veneris  v^o  die  Augusti  Anno  Domini  Millesimo 

QUINGENTESIMO    XIX°o. 

Sudbroke.    Fenestra  vitrea  ex  parte  occidental!  eget  reparacione. 

Marton.  Vicarius  habet  mulierem  honestam  et  puellam  xx*' 
annorum  in  domo  sua  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribu- 
ciones.** 

Nettylham.     Omnia  bene. 

Fyskerton.  Quedam  Margareta  Kesyn  est  communis  scolda  Idem 
rector  habet  tres  famulas  in  domo  sua. 

Rysom.^     Omnia  bene. 

Newton.^"   Cancellus   eget   reparacione   in   tectura   et   sedilijs^^  / 

1  Lea.  -  No[ta]  in  margin.  '  h  cancelled. 

*  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Thoriiholme. 
"Repeated.  */re  cancelled. 

'  25  entries,  all  parish  churches.  Churches  omitted  :  Barlings,  Buslingthori)e, 
Snarford,  with  the  prebendal  churches  of  North  Carlton,  South  Carlton,  Dunhohne, 
Stow  and  Welton,  and  the  church  of  Friesthorpe,  a  peculiar  of  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Lincoln.     Five  rectors,  one  vicar  non-resident. 

*  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Katherine,  Lincoln. 

*  Riseholnie.  i"  Newton-on-Trent. 

"  No[ta]  in  margin.  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Katherine's, 
Lincoln,  who,  as  appears  from  the  last  statement  in  the  entry,  served  the  vicarage 
by  one  of  their  canons. 
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Vicarius  habet  mulierem  suspectam  in  domo  sua  de 
qua  suscitauit  proles  duas,  de  quibus  vna  maritatur  ; 
et  est  canonicus  Gilberdinus. 

Wyllyngham  iuxta  Stowie.^     Rector  non  residet.- 

ToRKESEY  Petri.     Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones.' 

ToRKESAY  ]Marie.  Vicarius  non  custodit  hospitalitatein  ,  Non  est 
ibidem  vicaria, 

Saxhilby.*     Omnia  bene. 

Burton  iuxta  Marton.^     Rector  non  residet. 

AsTROPP.^     Porticus  ecclesie  eget  reparacione. 

Chery  Wyllyngham.     Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones.' 

ScoTHERNE.  Quedam  Agnes  Dowson  ibidem  est  incantatrix  . 
Vicarius  non  residet  et  cancellus  ibidem  est  ruinosus.^ 

Broxholme.     Rector  habet  veterem  mulierem  in  domo  sua. 

ScAMPTON.  Cancellus  et  ecclesia  sunt  nimium  ruinosi  .  Incipiunt 
iam  reparare  .  Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  quamdam 
muherem  honestam. 

Thorp  in  falowes.^  Vicarius  habet  in  domo  sua  quamdam 
mulierem  etatis  xx**  annorum  honestam. 

Burton.^"    Rector  non  residet  sed  est  in  studio  Oxonijs. 

Repham.^^     Non  fiimt  ibidem  distribuciones.  ^^ 


fo.  19d. 


Lawres 


Ketylthorp.  ^^  Robertus  Garthun  de  Torkesay  detinet  ab  ede 
sacra  iiij  lumina,  Thomas  Foxe  de  Burton  vnum 
lumen  ;  Christoferus^^  detinet  vnum  lumen  Johannes 
Johnson  de  Newton  detinet  ab  eadem  ecclesia  vnum 
lumen  .  Metheus  Foxe  non  reparat  partem  suam 
muri^^  cemiterij. 

Vpton,     Omnia  bene. 

1  Willingham-by-Stow.  2  ]^o[ta]  in  margin. 

'  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Torksey. 

*  Saxilby.  *  Gate  Burton.  «  Aisthorpe. 
'  Proprietors,  the  prioress  and  convent  of  Fosse. 

*  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Barlings. 

*  Thorpe-le-Fallows. 

^°  Burton  cancelled  and  rewritten.     This  ia  Burton-by-Lincoln. 

^^  Reepham. 

^2  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Barlings. 

^'  Kettlethorpe.  1*  Surname  omitted.  ^^  gg,^  cancelled. 
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Knath.i    Fenestra  vitria'^  est  fracta  .  Cimiterium  non  est  clausum. 

Bytelby.^  Rector  non  residet  :  curatus  est  beneficiatus*  .  Can- 
cellus  est  ruinosus.  Thomas  Pawson  de  Stirton^  debet 
ecclesie  xij  d. 

Gretwell.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  et  rectoria  similiter'  .  Simon 
Borawe  est  communis  perturbator  vicinorum  suorum** 
Cimiterium  non  est  clausum. 

Faldyngworth.  Rector  non  residet^  .  Non  est  ibidem  curatus 
Rector  ponit  vaccas  in  cemiterio. 

fo.  80.     [Blank.] 

fo.  98. 

[ARCHIDIACONATUS     HUNTINGDONIE]" 

Barkhampsted  Decanatus^^ 

XX jo  Aprilis  Anno  domini  15 18™^. 

Whethampsted.  Johannes  Brown  faber  ibidem  hoc  anno  non 
fuit  confessus  neque  communicatus  a  proprio  curato 
nee  ipsum  certificauit  vbi  sic  fuit  confessus  aut 
communicatus  .  Abbas  Westmonasteriensis  habet 
omnimodas  decimas  garbarum  terrarum  dominicaUium 
ibidem  et  medietatem  decimarum  garbarum  totius 
residui  parochie  :  alias  autem  omnimodas  decimas 
percipit  rector  ibidem. 

Harpeden.^-     Omnia  bene. 

Flamsted.  Sedilia  in  choro  sunt  fracta  et  nimis  defectiua  .  Par- 
rochiani  ibidem  reddunt  computum  bonorum  ecclesie 
non  vocato^^  nee  admisso  rectore  .  Dominus  Thomas 
Asheburn  cantarista  ibidem  percipit  nonnuUas  decimas 
infra  illam  parrochiam  contra  voluntatem  rectoris  . 
Non  habet  idem  cantarista  institucionem  neque 
celebrat  ibidem  vix  ter  in  mense. 

Kennyswourth.^^  Non  sunt  ibi  alique  .  facte  distribuciones  . 
Rectores^^  habent   omnimodas  decimas  garbarum  et 

'-  ELriaith.  *  s  cancelled.  ^  iSic.     Brattleby. 

*  I.e.  has  a  benefice  elsewhere.  ^  Sturton-by-Stow.  *  Greetwell. 
^  Proprietors,  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln. 

*  in  cancelled.  "  No[ta]  in  margin. 

1"  The  Hertfordshire  deaneries  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  and  the 
tleaneries  of  that  of  Bedford  were  visited  as  part  of  one  tour.  See  the  official 
programme. 

^1  Of  the  IS  entries  14  refer  to  parish  churches.  Berkhampstead  St.  Peter 
omitted.     Non-resident,  three  rectors,  one  vicar. 

^-  Harpenden,  a  chapel  to  Wheathampstead.  ^'  rectore  cancelled. 

"  Kensworth.  ^^  The  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Paul's. 
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vicarius  omnimodas  alias  decimas  et  oblaciones 
percipit  /  preter  fenum,  cuius  decima  spectat  ad 
proprietarios  pro  vna  parte  et  ad  vicarium  pro  alia 
parte. 

Shenley.  Rectoria  est  aliquaLiter  defectiua,  sed  rector  iam  incipit 
reparare. 

Hempsted.i  Magister  et  socij  hospitalis  sancti  Thome  Acres 
London'  percipiunt  ibidem  decimas  quatuor  molen- 
dinorum  aquaticorum  et  eciam  decimas  feni  eisdem 
molendinis  pertinentes  .  Proprietarij^  ibidem  dis- 
tribuunt  annuatim  inter  pauperes  parrochianos  iij 
quarteria  frumenti .  Cancellus  est  aliqualiter  defectiuus  : 
vicarius  ibidem  iam  incipit  reparare  .  Cimiterium  non 
est  bene  clausum. 

BoviNGTON.^  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  :  vicarius^  promisit  reparare 
cancellum  .  Solebant  parrochiani  vt  asserunt  locare 
cimiterium  illius  capelle  pro  octo  solidis,  sed  iam 
vicarius  ibidem  iure  suo  percipit  in  suum  vsum  illud 
cimiterium,  an  bene  vel  male  queritur. 

fo.  9Sd. 

Flavenden.s     Omnia  bene. 

Gaddesden  magna.  Est  ibidem  vicarius  institutus  /  ipse  tamen 
nuUam  habet  vicariam^  /  Proprietarij '  ibidem  annuatim 
distribuunt  ibidem  decem  solidos  in  pecunijs  iuxta 
morem  antiquum. 

Barkhampsted  Marie.*^  Nauis  ecclesie  est  ruinosa  in  tectura  /  et 
meremio  :  tectura  angHce  the  RoofFe  .  Parrochiani 
promiserunt  reparare  huiusmodi  defectus  hoc  anno. 

Tryng.     Rector  non  residet  .  Cetera  bene. 

WiGYNTON  CAPELLA.^  Cimiterium  capelle  ibidem  non  est  sufficienter 
inclusum.  ^" 

Gaddesden  parua.  Rector  non  residet  ibidem  sed  residet  in 
vicaria  sua  de  Ocley  prope  Bedford  ^^  .  Rectoria  est 
ruinosa  .  Ricardus  Copcot  habet  in  manibus  suis  iam 
terras  aliquas  quas  parrochiani  ibidem  solebant 
habere,  et  eo  pretextu  ipsi  parrochiani  carent  com- 
munis pro  animalibus  suis. 

^  Hemel  Hempstead.  ^  The  master  and  fellows  of  Ashridge. 

*  Bovingdon,  thapel  to  Hemel  Hempstead. 

*  I.e.  of  Hemel  Hempstead. 

*  Flaunden,  also  a  cliapel  to  Hemel  Hempstead. 

*  I.e.  vicarage  house.  '  The  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Albans. 

*  Northchurcli.  *  Wigginton,  chapel  to  Tring.  '"  inq[uiratH]r  in  margin 
1'  Oakley  in  Clapham  deanery.     John  \V\vatt,  rector  of  Little  (luddesden  in  1526, 

was  no  doubt  identical  with  John  '  Wyon  ',  then  vicar  of  Oakley. 
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Albury.  Rector  ibidem  pluries  dimittit  loco  sui  cantaristam 
ibidem  ad  custodiendum  curam  ibidem  .  Rector  de 
Barkhampsted  Petri  habet  infra  ipsam  parrochiam 
decimas  garbarum  viz.  terciam  garbam  de  terris 
nuncupatis  Bery  feldes. 

PuTTENHAM.  Rector  non  residet  .  Deseruit  cure  apud  Hakeney 
London  .  dioceseos.^ 

Aldenham.  Magister  Robertus  Marshall  vicarius  non  residet  /  sed 
moram  facit  in  hospitali  apud  Hemmyngbergh-  / 
Dominus  Robertus  Lacy  curatus  ibidem  habet  in 
domo  sua  mulierem  suspectam,  et  tempore  visitacionis 
istius  ipse  aufugit  patriam  :  ideo  suspensus  a  cele- 
bracione  diuinorum. 

North  Mymmes.  Dominus  Hugo  Walkar  vicarius  ibidem  est 
pluralis  .  Nichil  exhibet.^ 

fo.  99. 

Langley  Regis.  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  le  pavyng  et  in  le 
roffe,  sed  proprietarij^  ibidem  non  reparant  huiusmodi 
defectus. 

fo.  99cZ. 

[ARCHIDIACONATUS     BEDFORDIE] 

Dunstaple^ 

HoccLYFF.^  Parrochiani  ibidem  dicunt  quod  rector  residet  in 
cantaria  de  Chalgraue.' 

Luton.  Parrochiani  ibidem  dicunt  quod  proprietarij^  ibidem  non 
faciunt  aliquas  distributiones. 

Houghton  Regis.  Parrochiani  ibidem  dicunt  quod  proprietarij 
viz.  Abbas  de  Sancto  Albano  non  faciunt  distribu- 
tiones. 

HiGHAM  GuBYON.*  Priorissa  de  Merkyate  habet  ibidem  annuatim 
pensionem  viginti  solidorum  et  rector  ignorat  causam 

^  I.e.  he  was  parish  chaplain  at  Hackney,  the  rector  of  which  at  this  time  was 
the  well-known  Christopher  Urswick,  dean  of  Windsor,  who  died  in  1522  (Hennesay, 
p.    177). 

2  Robert  Marshall  was  provost  of  the  college  of  Hemingbrough,  Yorks,  E.R., 
1515-1531  (Burton,  Hist,  of  Hemingbrough,  ed.  Raine,  pp.  73,  74). 

'  parrochiani  apparently  cancelled. 

*  The  Dominican  prior  and  convent  of  King's  Langley. 

*  The  date  of  the  visitation  was  Monday,  26  April.  19  entries,  all  parishes.  The 
prebendal  church  of  Leighton  Buzzard  with  its  numerous  chapels  is  omitted.  Three 
rectors  non-resident. 

«  Hocklifie. 

'  In  1526  Master  Edmund  Wyngate  held  the  rectories  of  Hockliffe  and  Chal- 
grave. 

*  The  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Albana.  *  Higham  Gobion. 
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quare  ipsam  solueret  pensionem  .  Et  tota  parrochia 
est  inclusa  /  est  ibidem  nisi  vnus  parrochianus. 

Barton.^     Parrochiani  ibidem  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

PoTTiSGRAUE.-     Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Batlesden.  Parrochiani  ibidem  dicunt  omnia  bene  /  Testamentum 
Thome  Erie  de  eadem  non  est  exhibitum  hie. 

Whipsnade.  Rector  non  residet  .  Dimittet^  ecclesiam  inofficiatam  : 
deseruit  cure  Londonijs^  Die^  Mercurij  quatuor  tem- 
porum  ante  Natale  Domini  parrochiani  ibidem  ob 
defectum  curati  commederunt  carnes  /  Die  Purifica- 
eionis  Marie  vltimo  non  habuerunt  ibidem  presbi- 
terum  :  parrochiani  obtulerunt  candelas  in  quad- 
ragesima  quas  debuissent  obtulisse  die  Purificacionis 
Marie  .  Vicarius  de  Kennyswourth  detinet  ab  ea 
ecclesia  xl  d,  ex  legato^  cuiusdam  dudum  rectoris 
ibidem. 

Melton  Bryan.'    Parrochiani  ibidem  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Chalgraue.     Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene.^ 

fo.   100. 

Eyton.^  Johannes  Pettit,  Robertus  Sadd,  '*•  Laurencius,  Georgius, 
Johannes  Smyth  ^^  de  Toternhoo  detrahunt  certas 
pecunias  quas  deberent  soluere  ad  exhibitionem 
quorundam  luminum  in  ecclesia  parrochiali  de  Eyton, 
racione  terrarum  quarundam  iacencium  in  campis  de 
Eyton. 

Toternhoo.^-  Robertus  Knyghteley  de  Dunstaple  detinet  ij  s. 
annuatim  legatos  per  Johannem  Bakar  de  Toternhoo 
biforsaid  ad  reparacionem  tochiorum'^  apud  Totern- 
hoo, que  pecunie  solute  fuerunt  a  tempore  immemorato 
vsque  ad  iij  annos  elapsos  per  quos  ipse  Robertus 
subtraxit  eosdem  .  Nee  fiunt  ibidem  alique  distribu- 
ciones  per  priorem  et  conuentum  de  Dunstaple 
proprietarios  ibidem. 

Tylleswourth."  Parrochiani  ibidem  dicunt  quod  non  fiunt 
ibidem  alique  distribuciones.^^ 

^  Barton  in  the  Clay.  ^  Potsgrove.  '  Sic  :   for  dimittit. 

*  I.e.  he  was  curate  of  some  London  churfh  :    the  phrase  does  not  apply  to  a 
beneficed  incumbent.     Cf.  p.    102,  note   L 

*  Martis  cancelled.  *  d  cancelled. 

'  Milton  Bryant.  *  Eyton  cancelled  in  margin. 

*  Eaton  Bray.  i"  S  .   .   .   .  cancelled. 

^1  Probably  the  surname  belongs  to  Lawrence  and  George  as  well  as  John. 

^^  Totternhoe.  '*  Sic  :    for  ptochioruni,  i.e.  almshouses.  **  Tilsworth. 

^*  Proprietors  :    the  prioress  and  convent  of  yt.  Giles  in  tlie  Wood  (Flamstead). 
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SuNDON.  Non  fiunt  ibidem  alique  distribuciones  .  Priorissa  et 
conuentus  de  Merkyate  deberent  inuenire  vnum 
vestimentum  dominicale  in  ecclesia  ibidem  et  tamen 
hoe  non  iam  facit  .  Parrochiani  ibidem  solebant 
habere  huiusmodi  vestimentum  vsque  ad  decem 
annos  elapsos  :  tunc  ipsi  parrochiani  habuerunt  vnum 
huiusmodi  vestimentum  et  dicta  priorissa  tunc  existens 
habuit  illud  ad  emendandum  et  noluit  restituere 
ecclesie  .  Cancellus  ibidem  est  nimium  ruinosus 
priorissa  predicta  refutat  reparare  /  fiat  remedium. 

ToDiNGTON.     Rector  non  residet  neque  comparuit.^ 

Stretteley.2     Non  fiunt  distribuciones  ibidem.^ 

Cadington.  '•Non  comparuerunt  ibidem  proprietarij  ^  /  Distribuunt 
annuatim  vnum  modium  frumenti  die  Pasche. 

Stodeham.'  Thomas  Pilkyn  de  eadem  dicit  quod  vicarii  ibidem 
habent  decimas  de  priorissa  de  Merkyate,  et  iste 
dicit  quod  fuit  seruiens  domini  Rogeri  Kaye  et  recepit 
de  dicta  priorissa  decimas  ipsius  priorisse. 


DUNSTAPLE, 


fo.   lOOd. 


Ehas'  Osbourn  fouet  in  domo  sua  lenocinium  /  Maria 
Brown  de  eadem  est  communis  fornicatrix  vt  dicunt. 


Bedd*  et  Clopeham  decanatus^ 


Farnedishe.  Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene  /  sed  tamen  cancellus 
est  defectiuus. 

Odyll.^  Dominus  Ricardus  Sutton  rector  non  residet ^°  .  Cimi- 
terium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Rectoria  est  penitus 
ruinosa, 

Wymmyngton.^^     Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene. 


Harrold.  Parrochiani  dicunt  quod  vicarius  dimittit  ad  firmam 
vicariam  suam  .  Bona  ecclesie  sunt  in  manibus 
parrochianorum  ibidem  recusantium  soluere  .  Non 
fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones.^^ 

^  A  cross  in  the  margin.  ^  Streatley. 

*  Proprietors,  the  prioress  and  convent  of  Markyate. 

*  Non  fiunt  ibidem  alique  distribuciones  cancelled. 
^  'J'he  dean  and  chapter  of  St.   Paul's,   Loudon. 

*  Studham.  '  No  cancelled. 

*  The  date  of  the  visitation  was  Friday,  3U  April,  1518.  36  entries,  34  pariah 
churches,  18  in  Clapham,  14  in  Bedford.  Churches  omitted  :  St.  Outhbert'a  and 
St.  Paul's,  Bedford,  Stagsden.     Five  rectors,  two  vicars  non-resident. 

sOdell.  10  Still  rector  in   1526.  ^^  Wymington. 

1^  Proprietors,   the  prioress  and  convent  of  Harrold. 
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BletneshoJ  Cimiterium  ibidem  non  est  bene  clausum  /  Nullus 
hospitatur  in  rectoria  .  Dimittit-  bcneficium  suum  ad 
firmam. 

Carleton.  Magister  Thomas  Permynter  rector  non  residet  et 
dimittit  beneficium  ad  firmam. 

PoDiNGTON.  Non  fiunt  distribuciones^'  /  Rectoria  dimittitur  ad 
firmam  /  Vicarius  ibidem  habet  in  domo  sua  mulierem 
non  tamen  suspectam. 

OcLEY.^  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  /  Rectoria  dimittitur  ad 
firmam  laico.^ 

WiLLiNGTON.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus^  /  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  / 
Dimittitur  rectoria  laico  ad  firmam  /  nee  fiunt 
ibidem  alique  distribuciones. 

CoPLE.  Prior  de  Chikesand^  proprietarius  ibidem  exhiberet  vnam 
lampadem  coram  sacramento  :  hoc  iam  non  facit  . 
Non  fiunt  distribuciones  /  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  / 

Bedford  sancti  Johannis.     Omnia  bene. 

Clopeham.^  Dicunt  omnia  bene  preter  duas  fenestras  in^  in  culpa 
parrochianorum . 

WoTTON.^"  Prior  de  Newenham  appropriator  non  facit  distribu- 
tiones  .  Fenestre  in  canceUo  sunt  in  defectu  /  et 
fenestre  alie  in  culpa  parrochianorum  .  Non  residet 
vicarius  cuius  nomen  est  D  .  .  .  .^^ 

Garyngton.^^  Dicunt  omnia  bene.  Appropriator  est  prior  de 
Newnham  et  facit  distributiones. 

GoLDYNGTON.  Appropriator  est  pp^^  prior  de  Newneham  et  non 
facit  distributiones  sed  dicunt  quod  eos  granat  semel 
in  anno. 

fo.   101. 


BiDENHAM. 


Dicunt  omnia  bene  /  Rector  non  residet  sed  manet 
apud  Bewerley  cuius  nomen  est  Magister  Robertus 
Haletrehome^*  .  Locatur  ad  firmam. 


1  Bletsoe.  ^  Sc.  rector. 

^  Proprietore,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Canons  Ashby.  *  Oakley. 

*  Proprietors,   the   prior  and   convent  of   Caldwell.     The   vicar  was  also   rector 
of  Little  Gaddesden  :    see  p.   101,  note   11. 

*  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Newnham. 

'  Chicksands.  *  Clapham.  »  cancelllo}  cancelled. 

'oWootton.  "Illegible.     Kenrv  Rrrv  was  vicar  in   \-,1C,. 


^'  C'ardington. 


.S'tc. 


'*  The  will  of  Robert  Halitroholme,  lei  tor  of  Biddenham,  made  at  Beverlev 
14  April,  1525,  is  printed  in  Test.  Ebor.  (Surtees  Soc.)  V,  2U2,  203.  On  18  June 
in  the  same  year  he  founded  by  deed  a  fellowship  for  a  native  of  Beverley  at  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge  [Beverley  Chapter  Act  Book  [Surtees  Soc]  II,  xc'iv). 
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Kempston.  Appropriator  est  Abbatissa  de  Elnestow^  que  non 
facit  distributiones  /  Non  residet  vicarius  /  nee 
reparantur  sufficienter  fenestre  cancelli  /  Dicunt 
etiam  quod  appropriatores  tenentur  dare  vnam 
bigatam  straminis  ecclesie  erga  tempus  paschale,  quod 
non  fit  vltimo  anno. 

TwRWEY."     Dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Felmerscham.  Appropriator  sunt^  est  rector  Aule  Regie  Canta- 
brigiensis,*  et  non  facit  distributiones. 

Wylshamstede.  Appropriator  est  abbatissa  de  Elnestow  et  non 
facit  distribuciones  .  Cetera  omnia  sunt  bene. 

Steventon.^  Appropriator  est  priorissa  de  Harrollde  et  non  facit 
distribuciones. 

Elnestow.^  Dicunt  omnia  bene  .  Appropriator  est  abbatissa  et 
non  facit  distribuciones. 

Pabynham.'  Capella  annexa  ecclesie  de  Fensham*  .  Dicunt  quod 
carent  antiphonario  et  superpellicio  pro  clerico. 

Parochia  sancti  PETRI  Martyn.^  Dicunt  quod  rectoria  est  in 
defectu,  sed  tamen  omnia  parata  sunt  pro  repara- 
cione. 

HowGHTON  Conquest.  Sunt  due  rectorie  et  neuter  residet,  et 
vtraque  rectoria  est  ruinosa.^** 

Knottyng.     Dicunt  omnia  bene  et  rectorem  residere. 

Mylton  Harnesse.*^  Dicunt  omnia  bene  sed  ecclesiam  vacare  / 
Appropriator  est  abbas  sancti  Albani  qui  non  facit 
distributiones. 

Sanctus  Petrus  Dunstable.^-     Dicunt  omnia  bene. 

fo.   lOld. 

SowLLDROPPE.'^     Dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Sancte  Marys  Bedfforde.     Dicunt  omnia  bene. 

1  Elstow.  -  Turvey.  *  Sic  :   not  cancelled. 

*  King's  Hall,  subsequently  incorporated  in  Trinity  College. 

*  Stevington.  *  Elstow. 

'  Pavenham.  ^  Sic  :   for  Felnieraham. 

*  St.  Peter  Martin,  i.e.  Merton,  in  Beilford.  The  advowson  belonged  to  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Merton  in  Surrey. 

^^  The  two  moieties,  known  as  Houghton  Franchise  and  Houghton  Gildable, 
of  the  church  of  Houghton  Conquest  were  not  amalgamated  till  1641. 

1^  Milton  Ernest. 

1-  The  second  of  the  two  churches  in  Bedford  dedicated  to  St.  Peter.  This  church, 
the  advowson  of  which  belonged  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Dunstable,  was 
destroyed  in   1545. 

^*  Souldrop. 
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ScHARNOKE.^  Dicunt  muros-  cimiterij  non  esse  suflficienter 
reparatos  /  Dicunt  etiam  quod  nonnulla  bona  ecclesie 
sunt  in  manibus  parochianorum  iy)sius  jiarochie,  et 
nolunt  reddere  in  manus  gardianorum. 

MoNDCHELYNGTON.^  Dicunt^  non  habuerunt  diuina  officia  ibidem 
per  mensem  /  nee  in  die  Purificationis  .  Dicunt  etiam 
quod  cancellus  est  ruinosus^  .  Etiam  rectoria  est 
ruinosa  /  Dicunt  et  quod  rector  est  in  custodia. 

Bromeham.^     Dicunt  omnia  bene. 

Sancti  Petri  Bedfford.'  Dicunt  quod  Radulflfus  Low  /  Henricus 
Glouer  /  Henricus  Batcok  seruant  jantacula  in  diebus 
dominicis  et  alijs  diebus  festiuis  tempore  diuinorum, 
vnde  retrahunt  ceteros  ab  obsequijs  diuinis  /  Dicunt 
etiam  quod  Johannes  Brymeley  et  Elyzabet^  Love 
viuunt  in  luxuria  et  fornicacione  Item  dicunt  quod 
Georgius  Myll  /  Ricardus  Furpayne  /  Sextus  Aydr'« 
Rose  Palme  L'  Henricus  Shameketon  /  seruant  iantacula 
tempore  diuinorum  etc.  Item  Johannes  Faryngton 
vxoratus  habet  aliam  vxorem.^" 

fo.  102. 

Flett  Decanatus^^ 

Flytwyk.^-  Cimiterium  ibidem  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Cancellus 
est  ruinosus  incuria  prioris  et  conuentus  de  Dunstaple 
proprietariorum^^  /  Fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  . 
Cancellus  est  nimium  defectiuus  in  le  pavyng  nee  est 
decens. 

Marston.^*  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  incuria  Magistri  Raynes  rectoris  / 
Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Rectoria  dimittitur 
laico. 

Ampthull.  Rector  non  residet  nee  residebaf  per  quinque  annos 
preteritos  /  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  tectura  .  Willelmus 
Brytane  legauit  ecclesie  vnum  quarterium  ordei  . 
Willelmus  Slow  administrator  bonorum  suorum  non 
soluit  /  Willelmus  Bilcok  habuit  in  penitenciam  per 
dominum  commissarium  quod  ipse  daret  ecclesie 
vnum  torticium  et  tamen  hoc  nondum  fecit. 

^  Sharnbrook.  ^  ecc'  cancelled. 

*  Sic.     Chelliiigton  is  ineant  :    the  meaning  of  the  form  given  here  is  not  clear. 

*  Sic  :   quod  omitted,  and  t  cancelled.  ^  Sometliing  cancelled. 

*  Bromham.  '  Repeated.  ®  loiv  cancelled. 
®  I.e.  Aydrian.                   ^^  In  margin  :    Nota  pro  reformacione. 

11  The  visitation  was  held  at  Ampthill  on  Wednesday,  5  May.  22  entries,  all 
parish  churches.  Chiirches  omitted  :  Segenhoe,  Steppingley.  Three  rectors  non- 
resident. 

1^  Flitwick.  1^  Non  cancelled,  '^  Maraton  Moretaine. 
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Crawley.^     Omnia  bene. 

MuLBROKE.'^  Ciraiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  /  Ecclesia  est 
aliqualiter  defectiua. 

Byrchemere.^     Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

•Gravenhurste.  Ecclesia  est  in*  nimium  ruinosa  /  Rector  non 
residet  /  sed  est  firmarius  cuiusdam  ecclesie  in  alio 
loco  .  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  et  precipue  in  fenestris 
vitreis  .  Dimittitur  rectoria  ad  firmam  laico. 

Maldon.^  Rector  non  residet  /  Rectoria  est  in  extrema  ruina 
neque  rector  aliquod  boni  facit  in  ilia  parrochia. 

PoLLOXHYLL.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  alique 
distribuciones. ' 

Clophyll.  Rector  laudabiliter  deseruit  cure  sue,  non  tamen 
pernoctat  infra  ipsam  parrochiam  .  Parrochiani  petunt 
quod  rector  compellatur  apud  eos  pernoctare. 

EuERSHOLD.*^  Dimittitur  rectoria  laico  sine  consensu  ordinarij  .  / 
Rector  deseruit  cure  sue  sed  tamen  ibidem  non 
pernoctat  sed^  /  Non  est  ibidem  portiferium  sufficiens. 

Harlingdon.^"  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  fenestris  vitreis  .  Rectoria 
est  in  decasu.^^ 

fo.   102rf. 

Flett 

Weston  Yng.^-  Ecclesia  est  ruinosa  in  tectura  plumbea  .  Cimi- 
terium  non  est  bene  clausum  Vicaria  est  in  extrema 
ruina.  ^^ 

LiTLYNGTON.     Omnia  bene. 

AsPLEY  Guyse.     Omnia  bene. 

Salforth.^*     Non  fiimt  ibidem  alique  distribuciones.^^ 

Tyngryff.i"  Robertus  Styll  fermarius  ibidem  non  debito  modo 
decimat  agnos  suos  .  Rector  non  residet  /  dimittitur 

^  Husbome  Crawley.  '^  Millbrook. 

*  Birchmoie,  the  pariah  in  which  Woburn  abbey  was  situated. 

*  Sic.  '^  Maulden.  "  PuUoxhill. 

'•  Projirietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Dunstable. 

*  Everaholt.     Harlington  cancelled. 

»  Sic.  There  seems  to  have  been  some  confusion  in  the  scribe's  notes  which  he 
did  not  rectify.  It  is  obvious  that  he  began  to  repeat  the  entry  for  Clophill  and 
stopped  short  without  cancelling. 

"'  Harlington.  ^'  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Dunstable. 

^'^  Westoning.  ^^  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Dunstable. 

1*  Balford.  ^^  Pro))rietors,   the  prior  untl  convent  of  Newnham, 

^*  Tingrith, 
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rectoria  laico  sine  consensu^  .  Cancellus  minatur 
ruinam  .  Ricardus  Mason  alias  Leche  non  intendit 
diuinis  diebus  festis  :  vix  semel  in  mense  adijt 
ecclesiam. 

HoLCOTE."  Cimiterium  ecclesie  non  bene  custoditur  quia  rector 
depascit  ibidem  bruta  animalia  sua. 

Flytton.     Omnia  bene. 

Caunfeld.-'  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  et  presertim  in  tectura  supra 
summum  altare  /  Nauis  ecclesie  est  aliquaHter  de- 
fectiuus^  /  Thomas  Astelden  parrochianus  ibidem 
redditur  suspectus  de  incontinentia  cum  vxore  cuius - 
dam  Rede  de  Crawley. 

Hawnys.^  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  supra  summum  altare  .  Vicarius 
non  residet  :  habet  licenciam  domini  .  Vicaria  est  in 
magna  ruina^  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum'  . 
Sedilia  in  choro  sunt  defectiua  .  Cimiterium  non 
honeste  custoditur  :  bruta  ibidem  pascuntur  / 

RiCHEMOND.*^  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  /  Cancellus  est 
defectiuus  supra  summum  altare.^ 


[ARCHIDIACONATUS     HUNTINGDONIE] 

fo.   103. 

HiNXwouRTH.     Omnia  bene. 

MuNDEN  PARUA.  Rector  non  residet  /  Dominus  Willelmus  Tatton 
magister  hospitalis  de  Rowney^"^  percipit  absque 
auctoritate  decimas  quasdam  ibidem  et  sic  intendit 
facere  rectore  invito. 

Baldok.^^    Cancellus  est  defectiuus  .  Rector  iam  incipit  reparare. 

AsHEWELL.     Vicarius  non  residet  .  Dominus  Thomas  Bagthwayte 

1  Sc.  Jomini.  '  Holcot.  '  Cranfield. 

*  »S'tc  ;  for  defeciiva.  *  Haynes. 

*  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Cliicksands. 
'  Sedeli  cancelled.  *  Ridgmont. 

^  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Dunstable. 

1"  Hinxtvourth  cancelled. 

^^  The  visitation  was  held  at  Baldock  on  Thursday,  G  May.  21  entries,  all  parish 
churches,  but  one  uncertain.  Churches  omitted  :  Bennington,  Broadfield,  Bygrave, 
Throcking,   Worniley.     Non-resident  :    seven  rectors,   one  vicar. 

1- On  3U  June  1459  John  Fray  had  licence  to  found  a  chantry  in  the  chuich  of 
the  recently  suppressed  nunnery  of  St.  John  Baptist,  Kowney  {Cul.  Pat.  Rolls 
1452-1461,  pp.  5U3,  504).  The  licence  says  nothing  of  a  hospital,  but  presumably 
this  is  the  foundation  referred  to. 

1'  cancellus  cancelled  in  margin. 
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curatus  ibidem  est  alibi  beneficiatus,  nam  est  vicarius 
de  Micham  Wintoniensis  et  vicarius  de  Canvedon 
Londoniensis  diocesium^  Dominus  vicarius  generalis 
assignauit  curato  ad  comparendum  die  sabbati  proximo 
apud  Hertford.  Vicaria  dimittitur  laico  cancellus  est 
ruinosus  et  vicaria  est  ruinosa  /  Non  fiunt  ibidem 
distribuciones. 

Radwell.-     Rector  non  residet  /  Cancellus  est  ruinosus^  / 

CoDRETH.^     Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene. 

AsPEDEN.''  Rector  non  residet  /  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  ad 
firmam  /  Rector  ibidem  detinet  a  domino  Henrico 
Denby  curato  ibidem  partem  stipendij  sui  videlicet 
le  beade  Rolle®  / 

RousHEDEN.'     Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia  bene  / 

Therfeld.     Rector  non  residet  / 

Calcot.**     Omnia  bene. 

Kelsey.^    Rector  non  residet  :  est  in  seruicio  domine  regine. 

Weston.  ^°  Parrochiani  ibidem  extraxerunt^^  de  pecunijs  ecclesie 
nonnullas  pecunias  et  soluerunt  domino  regi  in  parte 
quindecime  pro  tota  villa. 

Wylyen.^-     Omnia  bene. 

Clothall.     Omnia  bene. 

Walyngton.^^     Rector  non  residet  /  Cetera  bene  / 

fo.  103d 

Yardeley.^*    CanceUus  est  ruinosus. 

Westmyll.  Omnia  bene  /  Rector  non  residet  /  Est  amicus  magistri 
Grene.^^ 

Sandon.     Omnia  bene  / 

1  Bagthwaite  was  instituted  to  the  vicarage  of  Mitcliaiii,  1  Dec,  1491,  and  held 
it  tUl  his  death  (Maiming  and  Bray,  Hitst.  Surrey  II,  504).  The  date  of  his  institu- 
tion to  Canewdon  vicarage  does  not  appear,  but  it  was  later  than  30  Nov.,  1496. 
He  died  before  6  Oct.,  1522  (Newcourt,  Rep.  II,  121).  The  patrons  of  Mitcham 
were  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Mary  Overies,  of  Canewdon  the  prior  and  convent 
of  Prittlewell,  of  Ashwell  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Westminster. 

-  Radw  begim  higher  up  m  margin  :  adwell  written  below  with  stroke  uniting 
it  to  the  capital  R. 

3  vica  cancelled.  *  Cottered.  *  Aspenden. 

*  I.e.  the  offertory,  when  the  bead-roll,  with  its  list  of  names  of  deceased  persons, 
was  read  in  church. 

'  Rushden.  *  Caldecote.  *  Kelshall. 

1"  Weston-juxta-Baldock.  *'x\ltered  from  extrahunt.  ^"Willian. 

1*  Wallington.  ^*  Ardeley.  **  The   point  of  this   is  not  clear.        See, 

however,  p.  118,  note  7. 
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.  .  .  ASTON.*     Omnia  bene  / 

Walkerne.     Omnia  bene. 

Aston.  Rector  habet  in  domo  sua  duas  mulieres  viz.  Johannam 
Morgan  et  Editliam  Butler  suspectas  Johannes 
Tumour  et  Johannes-  Kent  parrochiani  ibidem  non 
intendunt  ecclesie  diebus  festis  / 


fo.  104. 


Hertford  Decanatus^ 


Hertford  Andrewys.  Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia^  /  Rector  non 
residet. 

Ayot  Laurencij.     Omnia  bene. 

Welwyn.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  /  Rector  non  residet  Rectoria 
est  ruinosa. 

Brayfeld.^     Omnia  bene  / 
Hartford  Nicholai.     Omnia  bene  / 
Dachewourth.'^     Omnia  bene  / 
Watston  at  ston'.'     Omnia  bene. 
Stapleforth.^     Omnia  bene. 

Bayford.^  Omnia  bene  /  Sedilia  in  choro  sunt  ruinosa  /  Non  est 
ibidem  processionale  sufficiens  /  Thomas  Suthwod 
debitor  est  ecclesie  et  non  vult  soluere  bona  ecclesie, 

Hertford  Omnium  Sanctorum.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus*"  /Dimitti- 
tur  rectoria  laico  eciam  priuato  .  Ipse  firmarius 
refutat  soluere  pro  dimissione 

Bengeo.     Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  :  nichil  soluit  pro  dimissione.** 

TuYNG.*-     Omnia  bene, 

ToTERiCHE.*^     Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

Ayot  Petri.     Omnia  bene. 

I  Identity  doubtful.  •'  Dent  cancelled. 

'The  visitation  was  held  on  Saturday,  8  May.  14  entries,  12  parish  churches. 
Churches  omitted  :  Little  Borklianipstead,  Digswell,  Essendon,  Bishop's  Hatfield, 
Hertingfordbury,  Sacombe.     Two  non-resident  rectors. 

*  Sic  :   bene  omitted.  ^  Bramfield. 

*  Datchworth.  '  Watton  at  Stone. 

*  Stapleford.  *  Chapel  to  Essendon. 

^"  Proprietors,  tlie  abbot  and  convent  of  Waltham. 

II  Proprietors,   the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem. 
1*  Tewin.  ^^  Totteridge,  chapel  to  Bishop's  Hatfield. 


112 


DIOCESAN  VISITATIONS 


fo.  104(f. 


Stevenage. 


Hichyn^ 

Non  est  ibi  portiferium  /  neque  mannuale  .  Vxor 
Johannis  Whyte  est  adulteratrix  .  Rogerus  Longdene 
et  eius  vxor  non  sunt  Concordes. 

Kyngs  Walden.  Non  habent  albes  .  Porticus  ecclesie  est  fractus 
in  pauimento. 

Ipoliti.^     Parrochiani  nuUam  causam  inueniunt  querebundam. 

Parua  Wymeley.^  Omnia  bene  vt  dicunt  parrochiani  .  Fenestre 
vitree  in  cancello  ecclesie  sunt  fracte^  / 

Offley.  Vicarius  non  habet  vestimentum,  viz.  albe  chesable  et 
fannels^  Vicarius  non  seruat  hospitalitatem  /  Dominus 
canceUarius  iniunxit  sibi  quod  citra  festum  sancti 
Michaelis  seruabit  hospitalitatem  / 

Graveley  cum  Chevesfeld.^  Non  habent  ibi  vestimentum  viz. 
aulter  clothe  albe'  /  Portas  pro  cimiterio^  .  Pons 
non  bene  cooperitur  /  Ecclesia  non  bene  reparatur  . 
Ricardus  Jurden,  Willelmus  VyaU  sunt  debitores 
ecclesie  et  recusant  soluere  .  Parrochiani  garrulant 
et  communicant^  in  ecclesia  temporibus  diuinorum. 

Ikleford.  Fenestre  vitree  in  naui  ecclesie  sunt  fracte  et  supper- 
pellectula'"  sunt  fracta  .  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in 
tectura  plumbea  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  sine 
licencia  / 

Lynley.^^  Rector  non  residet  .  Non  habent  ibidem  legendare  / 
neque  albes  neque  amyes  .  Dimittitur  laico  sine 
licencia. 

Pyrton.^'^  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Eciam  rectoria 
dimittitur  laico  .  Eciam  cancellus  est  ruinosus  et 
rectoria  est  eciam  ^^  ruinosa  Non  hunt  ibidem  dis- 
tribuciones.  ^^ 

Kympton.  Infantes  plerumque^^  rident  flent  et  clamant  in  ecclesia 
temporibus  diuinorum. 


^  The  visitation  was  held  at  Hitchin  on  yuiiday,   16  May. 
chiirches.     No  omissions.     Two  rectors  non-resident. 
-  Ippollitta.  '  Little  Wymondley. 

*  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Wymondley. 


14  entries,  all  parish 


*  I.e.  maniple  and  probably  stole. 


•*  Chivesfield. 


'  Veiitimentuin  includes  hangings  as  well  as  vestments. 
*  So.  noii  habent.  "  I.e.  talk  with  one  another. 

1"  Sic.     Apparently    a    confusion    between    superpellicia    and    supellectilia.    The 
reference  seems  to  be  to  the  furniture  of  the  nave. 

^^  Lilley.  *^  Pirton.  *'  ruinose  cancelled. 

^*  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Ramsey.  ^■'  Something  cancelled. 
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Knebwourth.  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  tectura  /  sic  est  eciam 
nauis  ecclesie  .  Robertus  Hosbryn,  Johannes  Wauer 
alias  Jenyson,  detinent  ab  ecclesia  de  gleba  ecclesie 
triginta  acras  terre. 


fo.   105. 

Wymeley  magna.  ^ 


Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  fenestris  vitreis  / 


Lechewourth.-  Rector  non  residet  :  habet  licenciam  non  resi- 
dendi  /  Dimittitur  cura  iam  inofficiata  :  parrochiani 
promiserunt  quod  hoc  emendaretur. 

HiCHYN.^  Johannes  Conyngton  seruiens  Melton  est  locutus  verba 
quedam  sonantia  in  heresim  .  Cetera  bene. 


fo.   105d. 


[ARCHIDIACONATUS     BEDFORDIE] 

Shefford^ 


Arlesey.     Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  fracte, 

Blowenham.5  Johannes  Inglie  de  Blownham  tempore  paschatis 
vltimo  non  fuit  communicatus  /  Idem  Johannes 
tempore  eleuacionis  corporis  dominici  in  missa  non 
respicit  illud  corpus  dominicum  sed  deponit  caput 
suum  inchnatum  et  ridet  stulte  / 

Clyfton.     Rector  non  residet  /  Rectoria  est  ruinosa. 

Campton.  Omnia  bene  /  preterquam  quod  cancellus  est  defectiuus 
in  pauimento  incuria  rectoris  ibidem. 

Gravenhurst.^     Omnia  bene, 

Langforth.'     Fenestre  in  cancello  ibidem  sunt  fracte.* 

Wardon.^     Omnia  bene. 

Sandey.  Fons  ibidem  stat  quotidie  inseratus  ob  defectum  cere 
et  clauis .  Johannes  Merywedder  absentat  se  a  parroch'^" 
a  sua  parrochiali  ecclesia  .  Vxor  Johannis  Clark  habet 
lusores  continue  ad  taxillos  in  domo  sua  temporibus 
diuinorum  in  malum  exemplum  omnium  aUorum. 

Henlow.     Fenestre  vitree  ibidem  sunt  fracte  / 

Stotfold.     Nauis  ecclesie  est  defectiua. 

1  Great  Wymondley.  ^  Letchworth.  '  Hitchin. 

*  The  visitation  was  held  at  Biggleswade  on  Tuesday,  18  May.  25  entries  24 
parish  churches.  "  Churches  omitted :  Stondon  and  the  prebendal  church  of  Biggles- 
wade.    One  non-resident  rector. 

*  Blunham.         *  Upper  Gravenhurst,  chapel  to  Shillington. 

'  Langford.  *  Proprietors,  the  priory  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  in  England. 

'  Old  Warden.  ^^  Sic:  a  parroch''  left  uncancelled. 
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DuNTON.     Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  fracte'  / 
Edwourth.     Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  fracte. 
fo.   106. 

AsTWYK.  Est  defectus  quidam  in  pendulis  campanarum,  anglice 
frames  of  the  bellys. 

Temmysford.-     Vna  campanarum  ibidem  est  fracta  / 

PoTTON.  Willelmus  Yong  est  indebitatus  ecclesie  ibidem  in  iij  li., 
Johannes  Lord  debet  ecclesie  ibidem  quarterie^  brasij, 
Thomas  Whetley  debet  ecclesie  vnum  quarterium 
brasij. 

Shitlyngton.*     Omnia  bene. 

Meppersall.^     Fenestre  ecclesie  non  sunt  bene  reparate  / 

Barkford.^     Omnia  bene. 

SuTHYEViLL.'  Fenestra  vitrea  iuxta  summum  altare  ibidem  est 
in  decasu  incuria  prioris  et  conuentus  de  Newenham  / 
Thomas  Whalley  de  Barkford  et  Clemens  Este  de 
Potton  detinent  ab  ecclesia  iiij  h.  pertinentes  cuidam 
lumini  ante  sanctum  Nicholaum  per  dominum 
Robertum  Hawnys  nuper  vicarium  ibidem  legatum'^  / 
Johannes  Davy  legauit  ecclesie  ibidem  iij  li.  Hugo 
Leghton  tempore  vite  sue  detinebat  ipsas  tres  libras 
et  modo  Ricardus  Rysley  qui  duxit  vxorem  eiusdem 
Hugonis  detinet  easdem  iij  li. 

HoLEWELL.^     Omnia  bene. 

NoRTHYEViLL.  ^^  Cimiterium  ibidem  non  honeste  custoditur  /  bruta 
animalia  ibidem  depascuntur  incuria  magistri  collegij 
ibidem  /  Willelmus  Snawdon  de  eadem  redditur 
suspectus  cum  vxore  cuiusdam  ^  ^  Watford  de  Wardon  / 

fo.  106c?. 

Shefford 

Eywourth.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Priorissa  et  conuentus  sancte 
Helene  detinet^-  ab  eisdem  parrochianis  quamdam 
potacionem  ab  antiquo  consuetam. 

^  Proprietors,  the  prioress  and  convent  of  Holywell,  Middlesex. 

-  Tempsford.  ^  Sic.  ■*  Shillington. 

*  Meppershall.  «  Little  Barford.  '  Southill. 

» Sic  :   ior  legato.  » Holwell.  i"  Northill. 

^^  Blank  left  for  Christian  name. 

^-  Sic.     The  prioress  and  convent  of  St.  Helen's,  Bishopsgate,  were  proprietors. 
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Sutton.  Johannes  Alen  et  Agnes  eius  vxor  recipiunt  seruientes 
et  laborantes  ad  bibendum  in  domo  sua  temporibus 
diuinorum. 

Hatteley  Port.^  Willelmus  Blane  /  Nicholaus  Pere  et  Hugo^ 
Norburys  non^  diuina  in  ecclesia  sua  / 

Wrastlingwourth.^  Fenestre  vitree  in  ecclesia  sunt  defectiue  . 
Creditur  quod  Thomas  Mote  et  Alicia  eius  vxor 
pretensa  non  sunt  solemniter  copulati,  et  pluries 
requisiti  non  produxerunt  testimonium  super  solemni- 
sacione  matrimonij  inter  eosdem  .  Nauis^  ecclesie  est 
defectiua  in  tectura  /  Fons  baptismalis  est  fractus 
sic  quod  aqua  excurrit. 

fo.   107. 

Eton 

IN   ECCLESIA   PARROCHIALI   IBIDEM.^ 

Wylden.  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  tectura  supra  summum 
altare  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  /  Willelmus  Coll  exhiberet 
vnam  tortam  ardentem  diebus  feriatis  tempore  alte 
misse. 

Ravensden.  Nauis  ecclesie  est  in  magna  ruina  in  tectura  et  sic 
fuit  quatuor  annis'  elapsis  Johannes  Whitechurche 
habet  clausum  anglice  et^  close  et  terras  pertinentes 
ecclesie  in  sua  raanu  et  nichil  soluit, 

BoLNEHiRST.*    Cancellus  est  ruinosus  /  Crux  in  cimiterio  est  fracta. 

Cayshoo.^"  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  /  Sediha  in  choro  sunt  fracta 
incuria  prioris  de  Caldewell^^  rectoris  ibidem  qui 
tenetur  ea  emendare. 

Dean.  Doctor  Drax  rector  non  residet^^  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa/ 
Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  /  Rectoria  dimittitur 
laico  sine  licencia  ordinarij. 

RoxTON.  Prior  et  conuentus  de  Caldewell  proprietarij  tenentur 
exhibere  ibidem  vnum  vestimentum  dominicale  :  hoc 
hijs  diebus  non  faciunt  /  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in 
tectura  plumbea  /  et  hostium  cancelli  est  defectiuum  / 

^  Cockayne  Hatley.  ^  Norb'yrys  cancelled.  '  Sic  :  audiunt  omitted. 

*  Wrestlingworth.  *  es  cancelled. 

*  The  visitation  was  held  at  Eaton  Socon  on  Thursday,  20  May.      17  entries,  all 
parish   churches.     Church   omitted  :     Colmworth.     Four  non-resident  rectors. 

'  Capital  A  of  annis  written  over  di. 

*  Sic  :  left  vmcancelled.  *  Bolnhurst.  ^^  Keyaoe. 

^^  Sic.     The  actual  proprietors  were  the  prior  and  convent  of  Chicksands. 
"  Still  rector  in  1526. 
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Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  pauimento  /  Robertus^ 
Spenser  de  Blownham-  detinet  ab  ilia  ecclesia 
denarium  per  annum  pro  iij  rodis  terre  in  campis 
de  Wiboston^  iacentibus. 

Ryseley.'*  Cimiterium  ibidem  non  est  bene  clausum  /  Non  est 
ibidem  aliquod  crismatorium  in  quo  sacrum  crisma 
poterit  imponi,  neque  habent  seram  pro  eodem. 

Thirlegh.^  Prior  et  conuentus  de  Ashby  Canonicorum  non 
exhibet^  ibidem  vestimentum  dominicale  vt  deberet  . 
Cancellus  est  defectiuus  /  Henricus  Farrow  habet  in 
domo  sua  quamdam  mulierem'  impregnatam  per 
quern  nesciunt  dicere. 

Eton.^  Thomas  Blyth  de  Bygarn"  executor  testamenti  Walteri 
Wirgelat  non  perimpleuit  eius  testamentum  et  sic 
est  periuratus,  quia  non  soluit  legata  ecclesie  et 
cuidam  ponti  /  Jacobus  Greneleffe  habet  in  domo  sua 
quamdam^"  juuenculam  que  nuper  peperit  impregnata 
per^^  vxoratum  qui  habet  ad  earn  continue  accessum 
et  fuit  ibidem  cum  ea  die  Ascensionis  Domini  vltimo 
toto  tempore  matutinarum  /  et  dicit  quod  vult  earn 
in  vxorem  ducere  post  obitum  vxoris  sue. 


fo.  107rf. 


Eton  decanatus 


Shelton.    Rector  ibidem  residet  in  alio  suo  beneficio  apud  Billesdon 
in  comitatu  Leicestrie  vbi  est  vicarius.^- 

Yevelden.^^   Vestibulum,  anglice  the  Revestry,  est  defectiuum   / 
Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 


Tylbroke.^*     Rector  non  residet. 
Melcheburne.^^     Omnia  bene. 

1  B  cancelled.  -  Blunham. 

*  Wyboston  in  the  parish  of  Eaton  8ocon,  north  of  Roxton.     Blunham    ia    the 
adjoining  parish  on  the  south,  divided  from  Roxton  by  the  Ouse. 


Riseley. 


Thurleigh 


'  Sic. 


'  Blank  left  for  name.  *  Eaton  Socon.     Cay  shoo  cancelled  in  margin. 

'Probably  Beggary,  two  to  tliree  miles  S.W.  of  Eaton  Socon,  near  Colmworth. 
The  Beggary  brook  is  a  tributary  of  the  Ouae. 

1"  s  cancelled.  '^  Blank  left  for  name. 

1*  Master  Anthony  Skevington  was  rector  in  1526,  when  Robert  Pachett  (i.e. 
Paget)  was  vicar  of  Billesdon.  As  Skevington,  who  like  Pachett  was  a  Leicester- 
shire man,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  vicar  of  Billesdon  at  any  time,  it  seems 
probable  that  Pachett  resigned  the  rectory  of  Shelton  when  he  was  inst.  to  the 
vicarage  of  Rothley,  co.  Leices.,  6  Oct.,  1519  Trans.  Leices.  Archceol.  iSoc.  XII, 
125). 

^*  Yelden.     Bavensden  cancelled  in  margin. 

1*  Tilbrook.  ^^  Melchbourne 
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RoNHALL.^     Omnia  bene. 

Barford."^     Cimiterium  non  est  sufficienter  clausum. 

Stoughton  parua.^     Omnia  bene  / 

Pert YN ALL. ^     Rector  non  residet  / 

fo.  108. 

[ARCHIDIACONATUS     HUNTINGDONIE] 

^Sancti  Neoti  Decanatus^ 

EvERDON.'     Omnia  bene. 

DuDiNGTON.^     Omnia  bene  / 

SouTHOO.^     Vicarius  non  residet.  ^° 

Paxton  magna.  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Iniunctum 
est  eis  quod  hoc  faciant  sufficienter  claudi  citra  festum 
sancti  Michaelis  Archangeli  proximum,  sub  pena  xx  s. 
applicandorum  ecelesie  Lincolniensi.  *  ^ 

Offord  Dacy.^^     Parrochiani  dicunt  omnia  prospera. 

Sanct  Nedes.^^     Omnia  se  bene  habent. 

Offord  Cluny.  Rector  non  residet  /  nee  est  ipse  rector  notus^* 
a  parrochianis  suis  Rectoria  est  in  magno  decasu  / 
eciam  cancellus  est  defectiuus. 

Grantesden.^^     NilP^  mali  ibidem  reperitur  / 

Fennystanton.^'  Pons  baptismalis,  oleum  et  crisma  sacratum  non 
custodiuntur  sub  sera  et  claue. 

Hemmyngford  Grayee.^^  Cancellus  est  defectiuus  in  ostio^^  . 
Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

Paxton  parua.^°  Crisma  sacratum  non  custoditur  sub  sera  et 
claui. 

1  Renhold.  *  Great  Barford.  *  Little  Staughton. 

*  Pertenhall.  ^  Et  cancelled. 

•^  The  visitation  was  held  at  St.  Neots  on  Saturday,  22  May,  Whitsvin  Eve,  when 
the  bishop  i-etired  to  Buckden  for  some  weeks.  For  his  resumption  of  his  visitation 
in  July  see  p.  1  and  programme  in  appendix.  20  entries,  16  parish  churches.  Church 
omitted  :    Waresley.     Non-resident  :    one  rector,  one  vicar. 

'  Everton.  *  Diddington.  *  Southoe. 

^"  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Huntingdon. 

^1  Proprietors,  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln. 

1*  Sic  :   for  Darcy.  ^'  St.  Neots.  ^^  al  cancelled. 

i""  Great  Gransden.  ^^  Sic.  i'  Fenstanton. 

1*  Hemingford  Grey.  '*  Propi'ietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Huntingdon. 

^^  Chapel  to  Great  Paxton. 
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Hylton.^  Robertus  Lambert  de  Brawton^  debet^  ecclesie  de 
Hylton  /  pro  firma  terrarum  ecclesie  vnius  anni 
vj  s.  viij  d.  Requisitus  renuit  soluere. 

Stoughton  magna. ^     Omnia  bene  / 

Hemmyngford  Abbatis.^  Willelmus  Alcock  est  communis  piscator 
temporibus  diuinorum. 

TowESLAND.*  Non  habent  ibidem  capellanum  aliquem  incuria 
vicarij  de  Paxton  .  CanceUus  est  defectiuus  in  tectura  / 
Est  ibidem  quedam  campana  fracta  /  Parrochiani 
at  vicarius  ibidem  promiserunt  stare  arbitrio  magistri 
Johannis  Grene  /  et  magistri  cancellarij  casu  quo 
ipse  magister  Grene  non  tulerit  laudum  in  ea  parte 
congruum  racioni.' 

fo.   108d. 

GoDMYNCHESTER.^  Quinque  acre  terre  fuerunt  ab  antique  legate 
ad  sustendandum  lampadem  quamdam  arsuram  die 
et  nocte^  coram  beata  Maria  in  ecclesia  parrochiali 
de  Grodmynchester  et  hoc  iam  non  obseruatur  incuria 
Johannis  Wynde.  / 

Haly  Weston.^"    Omnia  bene  / 

Eynesbury.  Dominus  Hugo  Garnet  presbiter  capelle  de  Hardwik 
non  celebrat  in  ipsa  capella  vt  deberet  iuxta  funda- 
cionem  eiusdem. 

Abbotesley.  Willelmus  Smyth  aquebaiulus  redditus^^  suspectus 
cum  vxore  Johannis  Stringar  .  Johannes  Mavindes^^ 
de  Sancto  Neoto  detinet  ab  ecclesia  de  Abbotesley 
vnum  quarterium^^  ordei  ex  legato  cuiusdam  Willelmi 
Felde  / 

Yelyng.^*  Sediha  in  cancello^^  sunt  fracta  /  Eciam  fenestre  vitree 
in  naui  sunt  fracte  / 

CapeUa  beate  Marie  de  Nedingwourth." 

^  Chapel  to  Fenstanton. 

*  Probably  Broughton,  five  miles  N.E.  of  Huntingdon. 

»  Altered  from  debent.  *  Great  Staughton.  *  Hemingford  Abbota. 

*  Toseland,  chapel  to  Great  Paxton. 

'  Master  John  Grene  is  probably  the  clerk  referred  to  as  a  friend  of  the  rector 
of  Westmill,  p.   110  above. 

*  Godmanchester.  *  6  cancelled.  ^°  Hail  Weston,  chapel  to  Southoe. 
^^  Sic  :  for  redditur.               ^^  Surname  doubtful.  ^' ordei  de  cancelled. 

^*  Yelling.  ^*  Interlined  above  choro  cancelled. 

^*  Entered  by  mistake.     Needingworth  was  a  chapel  to  Holywell  in  the  deanery 
of  St.  Ives  :    see  p.  7  above. 
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fo.   109. 

[ARCHIDIACONATUS     OXONIE]^ 

Aston  Decanatus^ 

Wyttfylde.^  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Rector  non  dicit  seruicium 
horis  debitis. 

Emyngdon.^  Rector  licenciatus  non  residet  .  Rectoria  dimittitur 
ad  firraam  .  Non  est  in  eadem  ecclesia  lucerna. 

EsYNGDON.^  Cancellus  ibidem  ruinatur  supra  altare  et  eciam  in 
pauiraento  in  culpa  rectoris  .  Muri  eciam  cemiterij 
subiacent  terre  negligencia  eiusdem  rectoris  .  Rector 
non  residet  .  Nauis  ecclesie  est  ruinosa  in  coopertorio  . 
Preterea  cura  ibidem  negligitur,  quia  parochiani  non 
habuerunt  diuina  a  die  Pasche  vsque  in  hodiernum 
diem. 

Baldon  Brithwell.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosa  .  Fenestre  vitree 
cancelli  non  sunt  facte  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa. 

Ibston.'  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  in  muris  .  Scedilie^  ecclesie  sunt 
fracte  .  Non  residet  rector  nee  habent  ibidem  curatum 
parrochialem^    .  Rector  est  nimis  senex  et  infirraus. 

Aldwell,^"  Abbas  Radyng"  detinet  duos  solidos  ab  ecclesia,  cum 
quibus  solebant^-  inuenire  duas  lampas^^  annuatim  . 
Johannes  Chacobbe  gardianus  ibidem  non  reddidit 
compotum  per  spacium  septem  annorum  .  Cancellus 
est  ruinosus  .  Johannes  Ewstas^^  non  venit  ad  ecclesiam 
suam  parochialem  neque  soluit  stipendium  aque- 
baiule^^  .  Sedilie  in  ecclesia  sunt  fracte  .  Rector  habet 
veterem  mulierem  in  domo  sua  cotidie. 

Stokenchirch. ^^  MichaeU  Cloyd^'  vtitur  societate  suspiciose 
Juliane  Everton  de  eadem  .  Item  predicta  Juliana 
debet  ecclesie  antedicte  xvj  d.  Domus  ecclesie  est 
ruinosa  .  Willelmus  Rutter'*^  et  Johannes  Penny  non 

*  The  date  of  these  visitations  is  uncertain,  but  it  is  either  June,  1517,  or  April 
and  May,  1520,  the  dates  of  the  visitation  of  monasteries  in  the  archdeaconry. 
1520  is  the  date  adopted  by  Dr.  Salter  in  his  transcript  printed  in  the  report  of 
the  Oxford  Archseol.  Soc.  for  1925.  Variations  in  his  text  from  the  present  version 
are  marked  8.  in  the  footnotes. 

-  18  entries,  17  parish  churches.  Churches  omitted  :  Lewknor,  Warpsgrove 
and  the  prebencial  church  of  Thame  with  its  chapels. 

*  Wheatfield.  Against  most  of  these  entries  the  word  vocetur  is  written  in  a 
margin  as  a  memorandum  that  the  incumbent  is  to  be  summoned  before  the  bishop. 
Only  cases  of  its  omission  are  noted  here. 

*Emington.  ^  Easington.  *  Baldwin  Brightwell. 

'  Ibstone,  now  wholly,  and  alwaj'S  partly  in  co.  Buckingham. 

"/Sic;   for  aedilia.  *  S.  pernoctantem.  i"  Adwell. 

1^  The  abbot  of  Reading.  i- S.  solebat.  ^^  tiic  :   for  lainpades. 

"A  word  cancelled.  ^^  Sic.  i"  Chapel  to  Aston  Rowant. 

I'  S.  Cloye.  18  S.  Rutt, 
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reddiderunt  compotum  de  decern  solidis  qui^  habuerunt 
quando  electi  fuerunt  in  gardianos  .  Ricardus  Hore 
debet  ecclesie  v  s.  Johannes  Short^  debet  ecclesie 
xij  d.  Robertus  Hore  debet  ecclesie  antedicte  vnum 
quarterium  de  le  malt  ex  legato  Johannis^  Croxford. 

Crowell.  CanceUus  est  ruinosus  in  muris  .  Agnes  Bryde  de 
Kyngeston*  debet  ecclesie  vij  s. 

Chynnor.  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Non 
fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones. 

SouTHWESTON.  Oleum  pro  creisma  non  seruatur^  sub  cera  et 
claue  ,  Rector  habet  muUerem  in  domo  sua  cotidie  . 
Thomas  Reynold  debet  ecclesie  iij  s.  iiij  d. 

Sherburn.^  Cancellus  eget  reparacione  in  coopertura  tegularis'  . 
Sedilie  canceUi  sunt  fracte  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribu- 
ciones^ ,  Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  ruinose. 

fo.   I09d. 

Aston  decanatus 

Watlyngton.^  Willelmus  Greindon  debet  ecclesie  xx  s.  Item 
Thomas  Jorden  debet  ecclesie  xl  quarteria  de  le  malt 
Item  in  manibus  magistri  Skydmore  xxj  s.  Item  in 
manibus  Thome  SaUet  xx  s.  Item  in  manibus  Thome 
Grendone  xx  s.  Rectoria  est  ruinosa^*^  .  Vicarius  non 
residet  Quedam  Letys  Dorham  vtitur  arte  magica. 

CooKSHAM,^^  Cancellus  eget  reparacione  .  Ricardus  Halle  detinet 
duas  lampades  ardentes  tempore  diuinorum  ab  ecclesia . 
Willelmus  Wagg  iunior  debet  ecclesie  xxiij  s.  ^^  Willel- 
mus Wagg  senior  debet  ecclesie  vij  s.  Rector  ibidem 
debet  ecclesie  x  s.  Johannes  Gibbons  debet  ecclesie  v  s, 
Robertus  Hall  debet  ecclesie  ix  s.  Rector  habet 
muherem  suspectam  in  domo  sua  .  Rectoria  est 
ruinosa  .  Rector  succindit^^  arbores  extra  precinctum 
cimiterij  excrescentes  et  ad  vsum  proprium  retinet. 

Stoke  St  am  age.  ^^  Cancellus  eget  reparacione  .  Fenestre  vitree 
sunt  fracte  .  Sedihe  eiusdem  sunt  fracte  .  Non  est 
ibidem  hostium  cancelli  claudendum  .  Ecclesia  est 
ruinosa  in  muris  lapideis  .  Willelmus  Barnard  de 
Chilton    in    comitatu    Bucldnghamie    debet    ecclesie 

^  Sic  :   for  quos.  ^  S.  Shoer.  ^  Oro  cancelled. 

*  Kingston  Blount  in  the  parish  of  Crowell. 

*  Sic.     S.  et  creisma  non  servantur. 

*  Shirbum.  '  Sic  :   for  tegulari. 

*  C  cancelled.     Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Dorchester. 

*  No  vocetvr  here.  ^^  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Oseney. 
11  Cuxham           **  S.  xviijs.  ^^  S.  succidi^.  i*  Stoke  Talmage. 
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predicte  vnum  quarterium  ordei  .  Ricardus  Alnet^ 
debet  ecclesie  predicte  iij  s.  iiij  d.  ex  legato  Sibille 
Kule  nuper  seruientis  sibi  .  Simon  Dubler  debet 
ecclesie  vj  s.  ad  inueiiiendum  lumen  coram  ymagine 
beate  Marie  ardentem-  .  Non  residet  rector  .  Residet 
apud  Haseley  in  eodem  comitatu.'* 

Brytwell  Salam.^  Cancellus  eget  reparacione  .  Rector  non 
cubat  infra  parochiam  sed  in  domo  Matild'  Cotismor,^ 
qua  de  causa  nescitur. 

Chalgrave.**  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  Cancellus  est  ruinosus 
in  coopertura  muris  et  in  pauimento^  .  Cimiterium 
non  est  sufficiens*^  clausum. 

EwLLAM.^  Dominus  Jacobys^"  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua  cotidie 
sev^^  ibidem  non  pernoctat  .  Magister  Broke  debet 
ecclesie  vj  s,  viij  d.,  non  vult  soluere  .  Rectoria  est 
ruinosa. 

Aston  Rowiant.^^  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  .  Cancellus 
est  ruinosus^-  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  . 
Non  reddiderunt  accompotos^-^  his  quatuor  annis. 

Pyrton.^*  Magister  Adrianus  Foscowe^^  debet  ecclesie  prosepultura 
Griffini  seruientis  sui  vj  s.  viij  d.  Johanna  Fissher 
executrix  testamenti  Joh  annis  Boler^^  debet  pro 
sepultura  eiusdem  Johannis  eidem  ecclesie  vj  s.  viij  d. 
Debet  eciam  pro  legato  eiusdem  defuncti  dimidium 
quarterium  frumenti  .  Johannes  Owen  debet  ecclesie 
predicte  xxxj  s.  ij  d.,  executores  Johannis  Walys 
debent  xxvij  s.  ij  d.  Nauis  ecclesie  est  ruinosa  .' 
Vicarius  non  residet  .  Vicaria  est  ruinosa  .  Muri 
cimiterij  ruinosi  .  Curatis  ibidem  recusauit  sepelire 
cacaver^'  in  die  louis  ebdomade  Passionis. 

fo.   110. 

Biscetur  decanatus^'* 

FringfordJ*  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Thomas  Tailour 
debet   ecclesie   iiij  li.    xxiij  d.     Rogerus    Kyng   debet 

^  S.  Alnot.  ^  Sic  :   for  ardens  or  ardenflnm. 

^  Tlie  last  words  are  an  addition.  *  Britwell  Salome. 

"  S.  matrone  Cotismore.  He  identifies  her  with  the  widow  of  Sir  William  Cottea- 
n\ore  of  Baldwin  Brightwell. 

®  Chalgrove.  '  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Thame. 

*  Sic  :   for  sufficienter.  ^  Ewelme.     No  vocetur. 

^"Probably  James  Milner,  pedagogus  in   1526.  ^^  Sic.     No  vocetur. 

^^  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Wallingford. 

1*  Sic  :   for  cmnpotos.  "  No  vocetur.  ^^  I.e.  Fortescue. 

"  S.  Boldrey.  i'  Sic  :    for  cadaver. 

1*  29  entries,  28  parish  churches.  Clhurches  omitted  :  Ambrosden,  Cottisford, 
Hardwick,  Heyford  Bridge  (Nether  Heyford),  Shelswell,  Stoke  Lyne,  Tusmore. 
Nine  rectors,  one  vicar  non-resident. 

18  No  vocetur, 
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ecclesie  predicte  xxiij  s.  iiij  d.  /  Demoke  debet  ecclesie 
similiter  iij  s.  iiij  d.  Thomas  Elferet^  iij  s.  iiij  d.  Fons 
et  sacra  creisma  non  seiuantur  sub  cera  et  clauibus. 

FiLMER.-  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Rector  habet  duas  mulieres  . 
Sedilia  in  choro  sunt  fracta  .  Quedam  juuencula 
ministrat  rectori  ad  altare  celebranti  cotidie  nisi  in 
festiuis  .  Rector  ponit  bruta  animalia  in  cimiterio  et 
illud  deturpant. 

Newtune  Persell.3  Magister  Verney  habet  cahcem  et*  par 
vestimentorum  et  non  vult  calicem  illam^  reddidere^ 
Rector  non  residet  :  deseruit  cure  Londonijs  .  Fenestre 
vitre'  sunt  fracte  .  Cimiterium  non  est  clausura  . 
Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  et^  claue. 

Hampton  peile.*  Fenestre  vitree  in  naui  ecclesie  et  alia  in  choro 
franguntur  .  Adam^°  Stray n  commisit  aduerterium" 
cum  Alicia  Lambe  vxore  Roberti  Lambe  .  Johannes 
Dangerouse  impregnauit  Aliciam  Chapman  ,  Rector 
habet  duas  mulieres  in  domo  sua,  vnam  impregnatam. 

Weston.  ^'^  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones^^  .  Johannes  Howse 
et  Christoferus^^  Smyth  subtrahunt  medietatem  cuius - 
dam  bellclaper  et  subtraxerunt  per  quatuor  annos  . 
Hostium  ecclesie  defectum  patitur  et  eciam  hostium 
cancelli. 

Islype.^^  Rector  non  residet  .  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  et  in  pavi- 
mento  similiter  .  Rectori  a  dimittitur  laico  .  Johannes 
Hardyng  de  Litle  Hampton  hoc  anno  non  fuit 
confessus  neque  sacramenta  ecclesie  non^"  recepit  . 
Alicia  Grene  non  venit  ad  ecclesiam  diebus  festiuis 
sicut  ceteri  christiani  faciunt. 


Ardeley.^' 


Cimiterium  non  est  clausum  .  Muri  ecclesie  sunt 
ruinosi  .  Iconomi  de  FrytwelP*"'  minus  iuste  difierunt 
restitucionem  vestitus  altaris  ecclesie  sue  per  iconomos 
de  Ardeley  accomodati. 

Lylingston  Lovell.     Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  . 
Fons  et  creisma  non  seruantur  sub  cera  et  clauibus  . 


1  S.  Etseret 

*  par  cancelled. 


-Finmere.  ^Newton  PurccU. 

*  A  letter  cancelled  at  end  of  illam. 
'''Sic:   for  redderc.         'Sic:   for  vitree.  "Some  letters  cancelled. 

'Hampton  Poyle.  »"  Stowi/  cancelled .  ^^  Sic  :   ior  adulter  ium. 

*"  Weston-on-the-Green.     No  vocetur. 
^^  Proprietors,   the  abbot  and  convent  of  Oseney. 
**  S.  Thomas.  ^^  Islip.     No  vocetur. 

^*  Sic.     It  is  unlikely  that  neque  rwn  is  intended. 
"  Ardley.     Nueiiton  Purcell  cancelled.     No  vocetur. 
'*  The  parish  of  Fritwell  adjoins  that  f»f  Aniley  on  the  north. 
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Thomas  Brampton  de  Bloxeham  debet  ecclesie  pre- 
dicte  iij  s.  iiij  d.  Rector  debet  ecclesie  vj  s.  viij  d. 

Hampton  Gay.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Cancelli  fenestra  est 
fracta  .  Ecclesia  est  ruinosa  .  Non  est  ibidem  vicarius  . 
Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones. 

Myxbery,-^  Rector  habitat  Londonijs  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  . 
Curatus  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua  .  Henricus 
Derby  debet  vs.  iiij  d.  Johannes  Bell  debet  ecclesie 
V  s.  Ricardus  Person  debet  iiij  s.  Willelmus  Wod 
debet  ecclesie  iij  s.  iiij  d.  Rector  debet  ecclesie  v  s. 
ex  legato^  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 


fo.   WOd. 


Biscetur 


Merejton.*  Muri  cimiterij  subiciuntur  .  Curatus  de  Bukenell 
suspiciose  conuersatur  cum  Matilda  Fendam  de 
Kjrrtilton.^ 

Odington.^  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  C-ancellus 
est  ruinosus  .  Cimiterium  non  est  clausum. 

W[e]ndelbery.''  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  et 
eciam  dimittitur  laico  .  Thomas  Thornbury  debet 
ecclesie  xvj  d.  Cimiterium  non  est  clausum. 

SoMERTON.  Rector  habet  iij  mulieres  in  domo  sua  .  Johannes 
Speman^  de  Rousham  debet  ecclesie  x  s.  et®  iij 
modios  et  dimidium  ordei  .  Thomas  Crofte  debet'" 
vnum  quarterium  ordei  .  Ricardus  Corbet  debet 
vnum  quarterium  frumenti  .  Collys  de  Preston  debet 
xiij  s.  iiij  d. 

SowLDREN.^^  Libri  viciosi  sunt  .  Cimiterium  violatur  animalibus 
irracionabiUbus  culpa  firmarij  .  Muri  cimiterij  fran- 
guntur  .  Rector  non  residet  :  insistit  studio  in 
vniuersitate  Oxoniensi. 

Chestreton.^-  Cancellus  eget  reparacione"  .  Sedilia  eciam  corum- 
puntur  in  naui  ecclesie  .  Ingressus  cimiterij  insuper 

^  Vocetur  proprietaries,  i.e.  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Oseney. 

*  Mixbury.  '  S.  legacione. 

*  Presumably  Merton-juxta-Anibrosden,  by  a  process  of  eliminatioii.  B\it  there 
is  no  internal  evidence  to  this  effect,  and  neither  Bucknell  nor  Kirtlingtou  have 
any  obvious  connexion  with  IMerton. 

^  Kirtlington.  *  Oddington.     No  vocetur.  '  Wendlebury. 

*  S.  Spencer.  **  iijs.  cancelled.  '"  ij  inndios  cancelled, 
^^  Souldem.                          ^-  Weston   cancelled.     Xo  vocetur. 

1^  Proprietors,  the  master  &,nd  fellows  of  Ashridge. 
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ruinatur  .  Vicarius  ibidem  locauit  terras  suas  arabiles 
laico. 

Charleton.^  Rector  non  residet  :  est  firmarius  rectorie  sancti 
dementis  London-  .  Ostium  cancelli  non  est  sufficiens  . 
Fenestre  vitree  cancelli  et  sedilie  eiusdem  sunt  fracte  . 
Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Fenestre  vitree  et  sedilie  ecclesie^ 
sunt  ruinose  .  Cimiterium  non  est  clausum. 

[GJODiNGTON.  Rector  habet  mulierem  et  aliam  puellam  in  domo 
sua  .  Robertus  George  et  Agnes  eius  vxor  fouent 
lenocinium  in  domo  sua  .  Thomas  Curtasse  de 
Hamerseden'*  debet  ecclesie  vj  s.  viij  d.  ex  legato^ 
seruientis  sui. 

NoKE  ECCLESiA.^  Horreum  ibidem  ruinatur  Cancellus  eciam 
ruinosus  est  .  Muros'  cimiterij  subiaciuntur  terre. 

Frytwell.  Vicarius  non  residet .  Vicaria  et  cancellus  sunt  ruinosi'^  . 
Vestibulum^  non  reparatur  .  Sedilie  in  choro  et 
fenestre  vitree  cancelli  sunt  fracte. 

BucKYNHULL.  1°  Vitree  fenestre  cancelli  sunt  fracte  .  Rector  non 
residet. 


fo.   111. 


Biscetur 


Heyford  Waren.^^  Fenestre  vitree  cancelli,  rectorie  et  naui'^ 
ecclesie  sunt  fracte  .  Willelmus  Weste  debet  ecclesie 
xvj  s.  ij  d.,  subtrahit  eciam  vnam  vaccam  .  Ricardus 
Butcher  debet  xij  s.,  Ricardus  Makkhill  debet  vij  s., 
Paulus  Makkyll  debet  vj  s.  viij  d.  et  vnum  quarterium 
ordeij^^  .  Rector  subtrahit  exhibicionem  vnius  modij 
brasij  annui  et  vnius  vestis  crismalis. 

Kirtlyngton.  ^*  Fenestre  vitree  in  cancello  sunt  fracte  .  Porti- 
forium  ibidem  vitiosum  est  oleum  sanctum  non 
seruatur  sub  cera. 

^  Charlton-on-Otmoor. 

*  S.  notes  that  Edward  Hilton  was  rector  of  Charlton  and  Bletchingdon,  as  noted 
in  1526.  But  Hilton  does  not  appear  to  have  exchanged  the  church  of  St.  Mildred, 
Bread  Street,  London,  for  Charlton,  until  10  April,  1522  (Hennessy,  p.  339),  which  is 
too  late  for  this  visitation.  The  reference  is  thereiojo  to  his  predecessor  Thomas 
Lasynby.  St.  Clement's,  London,  should  be  St.  Clement  Eastcheap  ;  but  possibh' 
St.  Clement  Danes  is  meant,  the  rector  of  which  at  this  date,  Robert  Dyker,  was 
continually  in  the  service  of  Bishop  Fox  of  Winchester. 

^  I.e.  of  the  nave.  *  Ambrosden.  *  S.  legacione. 

*  No  vocetur.  '  Sic  :   for  rnuri. 

"  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Frideswide's,  Oxford. 

*  I.e.  the  vestry,  not,  as  so  frequently  mistranslated,  the  porch. 

'"  Bucknell.  ^^  Heyford  Warren,   i.e.  tapper  Heyford.     No  vocetur. 

^2  ISic  ;   for  navis.  ^'  Sic  :   for  ordei,  **  No  vocetur, 
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Launton.  Rector  tenet  in  domo  sua  mulierem  suspectam  .  Sedilie 
in  choro  sunt  fracte  .  Rector  debet  ecclesie  iiij  libras, 
Johannes  Payne  debet  ix  s.  viij  d.,  Agnes  Cottesford 
debet  ecclesie  xvij  s.,  Willelmus  Bifeld  debet  ecclesie 
vj  s.   Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum. 

Blechingdon.  Rector  habet  duas  mulieres  in  domo  sua  .  Cimi- 
terium non  est  bene  clausum  :  ponit  bruta  animalia 
in  cimiterio. 

Heth.  ^  Rector  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua  ,  Cimiterium  non  est 
bene  clausum  .  Henricus  Montagu  debet  ecclesie 
X  s.  X  d.,  Johannes  Falway-  debet  vnum  modium  et 
dimidium  ordei  et  vnum  denarium  sancti  Petri  . 
Croxton  debet  ecclesie  iij  peckes  .  Richardus  Chaundeler 
debet  ecclesie  vnum  modium  et  dimidium  ordei 
ecclesie  predicte.^ 

BuRCESTBE.^  Prior  et  conuentus  subtraxerunt  exhibicionem 
quorundam  waforus^  parochianis  ibidem  in  festo 
Pasche  singulis  annis  .  Subtrahunt  eciam  certos 
modios  ordij  pro  non  nullis  virgatis  terre  eidem 
ecclesie  debitos  .  Alicia  Harvy  subtrahit  decem 
modios  ordij  .  Johannes  Busson^  subtrahit  pensionem 
vnius  virge'  terre  .  Thomas  Weste  notatur  de  adulterio 
cum  Elena  Buston  .  Emma  Wolmerst'  et  Margareta 
Wilson  notantur  pro  meritricibus.^ 

Myddelton.^  Cancellus  /  nauis  ecclesie  /  et  mansio  et  rectoria 
non  reparantur  .  Rector  non  residet  .  Thomas  Banester 
et^"  communis  adulter  cum  Elizabeta  Jackman  et 
notatur  eciam  cum  Editha  Glouer. 

Stretton  Audeley.^^  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  .  Deseruitur 
cure  per  canonicum  regularem  et  non  celebrat  missam 
et  alia  diuina  horis  consuetis^"^  .  Fons  non  seruatur 
sub  cera  et  claui  .  Sedilie  in  choro  sunt  fracte  .  Et 
suspiciose  frequentant'^  vxorem  clerici  et  Elizabetam 
Cussyn  .  Priuatim  et  nocte  frequentant  cubiculum 
illius  canonici  :  remotus  fuit  a  cura  ipsa  pro  eisdem 
criminibus. 

1  Hethe.  •  S.  Fulway.  '  Sic. 

*  Biceater.     No  vocetur.  ^  I.e.  wafers.     S.  waferns. 

*S.  Buffon.  ''Sic  :   for  virgate.  ^  vocentur  in  margin. 

®Middleton  Stoney.  ^'' Sic  :   for  est.  '^  Stratton  Audley. 

^^  The  churcli  was  a  chapel  to  Bicester.  The  prior  and  convent  of  Bicester  had 
a  secular  vicar  in  the  parish  church,  but  the  chapel  was  served  by  one  of  their 
canons. 

^^Sic:   iov  Jrequentat,  sc.  cmtonicus. 
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fo.  Uld. 

Dadeington  decanatus^ 

Alkerton.  Cimiterium  violatur  porcis  et-  rectoris  ibidem  . 
Rector  habet  fratrem  et  vxorem  suam  in  domo  sua. 

WiGiNTON.^     Rector  non  residet. 

SwACLY.^  Ricardus  Holwey  et  Thomas  Wattes  non  reddiderunt 
compotum  de  x  s.  qui^  receperunt  de  Johanne  Cradow. 

Hanwell.  Rector  recusat  custodire  claues  fontis  et  crismatis  . 
Cimiterium  non  est  clausum,  et  ponit®  pecora  in 
cimiterio  et  illud  deturpant  .  Non  est  clauis  hostij 
cancelli  .  Rector'  nolit  pati  parochianos  aperire 
portas  cimiterii  pro  senibus*  .  Eciam  habet  mulierem 
in  domo. 

Iptwell  capella.'  Robertus  Hawten  administrat  bona  ecclesiastica 
ibidem  inuitis  iconomis  Johannes  Thomson  de  Swaclyf 
debet  ecclesie  iiij  s.,  Ehzabet  Huddylston  debet 
ij  s.  iiij  d.  Muri  eciam  cimiterij  ruinantur  negligencia 
Magistri  Hawten. 

Adurbury.'"  Vicarius  non  residet  .  Cimiterium  non  est  clausum  . 
Willehnus  CoUes  tenetur  inuenire  lapadem^^  in  can- 
cello  ardentem  et  non  facit  .  Habitant  in  vicaria  mater 
vicarij  et  eius  soror.^'- 

Dadington.^^  Non  habent  crismatorium  .  Cancellus  eget  emenda- 
cione  in  pauimento^*  .  Vicarius  non  seruat  hospitali- 
tatem  in  vicaria. 

Dreyton.^^  Rector  non  residet .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Fenestre 
vitree  cancelli  sunt  fracte  .  Curatus  est  canonicus  de 
Wroxton  et  pernoctat  in  monasterio. 

'  Deddiiigton.  14  entries,  13  parish  churches.  Churclies  omitted  :  Balscott, 
Great  Tew,  Wroxton  and  the  jirebendal  churches  of  Banbury  and  C'ropredy.  S. 
adds  certain  chapels,  Milconibe  (dependent  on  Bloxhani),  Bodicote  and  Shutford 
(on  Swalcliffe),  Nether  Worton  (on  Great  Tew),  Sibford  Gower  (in  SwalcliiTe  parish). 
Great  Bovirton,  Claydon,  MoUington  and  Wardington  (members  of  tlie  prebend 
of  Cropredy),  Horley  and  Homton  (members  of  the  prebend  of  Kings  Sutton  with 
Buckingham).     Four  rectora,   one  vicar  non-resident. 

-  Sic  :   animalibus  seems  to  be  omitted.  '  Wigginton. 

*  Swalcliffe.     No  vocetur.  *  Sic  :   for  quos.  *  Sc.  rector. 

'  nolis  cancelled.  The  scribe  evidently  could  not  conjugate  nolo,  to  judge  by 
his  ultimate  rendering  of  nolit  for  non  vult. 

*  Presumably  the  old  people  had  to  get  over  a  stile. 
'  Epwell,   chapel  to   Swalcliffe.     No  vocetur. 

1"  Adder  bury.  ^^  Sic  :   for  lampadem. 

1-  A  note  is  added  :  the  words  look  like  eorum  solum,  but  are  otherwise  illegible. 

1*  Deddington.  **  Proprietors,  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windsor. 

**  Drayton. 
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Broughton.^  Rector  non  residet  .  Subtrahit  exhibicionem 
lanipadis  .  Debet  eciam  exhibere  parochianis  ibidem 
vnum  taurum  et  vnum  aprum  :  satisfaceret  insuper 
diacono  deseruienti  de  stipendio  suo,  et  hec  recusat. 

Barford.-^  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  Cimiterium  non  est 
clausum  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  pawimento.^ 

SowTH  Newton.*  Magister  Loviet^  subtrahit  quarterium  ordeij  . 
Idem  Loviett  et  Johannes  Gey  subtrahunt  alium 
quarterium  ordeij  .  Abbas  de  Eynesham  subtrahit 
vnum  le  Shute  vestimentorum  in  qualibet  eleccione 
debitum^  et  eciam  duodecim  modeorum'  pro  dis- 
tribucionibus  .  Cancellus  ruinatur  in  fenestris  vitreis 
et  in  sedilibus  .  Muri  cimiterij  non  reparantur. 

Tadmerton.^  Rector  non  residet .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  et  dimittitur 
laico  .  Rector  detrahit  vnam  lampadem  ab  ecclesia  . 
Vxor  Roberti  Calcote  de  Mydilton  Cheyny^  iam  vidua 
debet  ecclesie  vj  s.  Johannes  Lambe  debet  ecclesie 
decern  oues. 

fo.   112. 

Dadyngton  decanatus 

Bloxham.^"  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Johannes  Tucker  de  Banbury 
debet  ecclesie  predicte  vj  modios  ordij  et  ij  modios 
frumenti  .  Willelmus  Fern  debet  eidem  ecclesie 
vj  s.  viij  d.  Elizabet  Whissam  ^  Umpregnatur  in  dome 
Johannis  Cocke. 

OuERWORTON.  ^-  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  /  Willelmus  Cockes  debet 
ecclesie  xv^^  s.  viij  d.,  Thomas  Hunt  debet  iiij  s., 
Johannes  Raves  debet  iij  s.,  Ricardus  Raves  habet  in 
manibus  suis  iij  s. 

fo.   11 2d. 

Wodstoke  decanatus^" 

Shipton.^^  Rector  non  custodit  hospitahtatem  /  Rectoria  dimittitur 
laico  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa. 

^  No[ta]  iu  margin:    no  vocetur.  -  Barford  St.  Michael.  ^  Sic. 

*  South  Newington.     No  vocetur.  ^  WiUiara  Lovett  was  vicar  in   1526. 

*  A  suit  of  vestments,  which  each  abbot  of  Eynsham  was  bound  to  present  to 
the  church  on  his  election.  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Eynsham  were  the  pro- 
prietors. 

'  Sic  :   for  modiorum.  *  Tadrnarton. 

*  Middleton  Cheney  in  Northamptonshire,  on  the  other  aide  of  Banbury. 
1"  No  vocetur.  ^' S.  Robinson. 

^^  No  vocetur.  ^'  Altered  from  xvj. 

^*  25  entries,  24  pariah  churches.  Churches  omitted  :  Eynsham,  Wilcot.  Non- 
resident, seven  rectoi'S,  three  vicars.  The  usual  marginal  note  vocetur  appears  only 
in  the  last  three  cases  :    vocentur  in  another. 

^*  Shipton-on-Cherwell. 
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CoGGES.  Ornamenta  altaris  sunt  combusta  .  Dominus  Johannes 
Stag  fuit  vicarius^  et  est  curatus  .  Johannes  Fermer 
debet  ecelesie  v  s. 


Clympton.^     Non  est  ibidem  curatus. 

Yerdington.^  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  .  Cancellus  est 
ruinosus  adeo  quod  pluit  super  summum  altare^  . 
Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  et  claui  .  Vicarius  non 
seruat  hospitalitatem. 


Tackle  Y. 


Begbroke. 


Rector  non  residet  .  Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  et 
claui,  neque  crisma  .  Curatus  habet  mulierem  honestam 
in  domo  sua  .  Dimittitur  clerico  rectoria. 

Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Fenestra 
vitrea  cancelli  et  eciam  ecelesie  sunt  fracte^  .  Fons 
non  seruatur  sub  cera  et  claui  .  Dimittitur  clerico  ad^ 
firmam. 


Kydlington.  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  et  eciam  vicaria'  .  Cancellus 
est  ruinosus  .  Vicarius  non  residet  .  Fons  non  seruatur 
sub  cera  .  Aquebaiulus  est  suspectus  quod  est  in 
sacris  ordinibus  constitutus^  et  habet  vxorem. 

SouTHELY.®  Cimiterium  indiget  reparacione  Ricardus  Brett  ^° 
subtrahit  xiij  s.  iii  d.  ex  legato  ^^  Thome  Brett  ^-  . 
Johannes  Phipes  et  Ahcia  vxor  eius  sunt  suspecti  de 
Idolotria,^^  qui  habent  cunas  singulis  noctibus  prope 
lectum  et  ea  vtitur  tamquam  infans  esset  in  eadem.^* 

Cassynton.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Parochiani  de  Eryngton^^ 
solebant  soluere  ij  s.  denarij^^  sancti  Petri  et  iam 
subtrahunt. 

Barton  magna.  ^'  Cancellus  indiget  reparacione^*  et  muri  eciam 
cemiterij  .  Vicarius  habet  duas  mulieres  in  domo 
sua  nee  ministrat  diuina  offlcia  horis  debitis  diebus 
festiuis  .  Abbas  de  Oseney  minus  debite  distribuit 
tres^^  quarteria  ordij  ibidem. 

^  S.  tunc.  -  Glyinpton.  '  Yarntou. 

*  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Eynaham. 

''  Note  the  distinction  between  cancellus  and  ecclesia,  here  as  often. 

^fir  cancelled.  '  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Oseney. 

«  S.  constat.  »  South  Leigh.  i«  S.  BoU. 

1'  S.  legacione.  ^'-  S.  Bott. 

1*  Sic  :  for  idololatria  :   vocentur  in  margin. 
1*  Sic  :   for  eis  utuntur  ....  eisdem. 

^*  Yarn  ton.  ^^  Sic  :  for  denariorum.  ^'Steeple  Barton. 

^*  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Oseney.         ^*  Sic  :  for  tria. 
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Sanford.^  Vicarius  habet  diias  miilieres  in  domo  sua  .  Cimiterium 
non  est  bene  clausum  .  Parochiani  de  Greve-  non 
veniunt  ad  raatricem  ecclesiam  nisi  iiij  temporibus 
anni  .  Robertus  Medon  impregnauit  seruientem  suam 
Aliciam  .  Executores  testamenti  Johannis  Andrewis 
de  eadem  non  perirapleuerunt^  voluntatem  ipsius  . 
Vicarius  celebrat  missani  bis  cotidie. 

fo.   113. 

Stonsfeld.*  Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Rector  non  edificauit 
coquinam  in  domo  que  vocatur  the  Chirche  howse 
quam  edificare  tenetur  .  Rector  habet  mulierem  in 
domo  sua. 

NoRTHLiY.^  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Cancellus  est 
ruinosus''  .  Vicarius  habet  ij  muHeres  in  domo  sua  . 
Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones. 

Staunton  Hakcourte.  Fons  et  oleum  sanctum'  non  seruantur 
sub  cera  .  Cimiterium  non  reparatur  .  Vicarius  non 
residet  .  Willelmus  Clyfford  et  Johannes  Flodyate 
executores  Thome  Apdams  subtrahunt  vestimentum 
altaris  relictum  per  eundem  testatorem  .  Cancellus 
est  ruinosus^  .  Ricardus  Hughes  subtrahit  vj  modios 
ordij  quos  Willelmus  Huhes  ecclesie  dedit. 

NoRTHASTON.^  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones '°  .  Rectoria  est 
ruinosa  .  Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Cimiterium 
non  est  bene  clausum  .  Vicarius  non  residet  .  Rectoria 
dimittitur. 

DuNSTEW.  Vicarius  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua  .  Cancellus  est 
ruinosus^^  .  Vicarius  accomodauit  magistro  And'^-  de 
Northeston^^  anno  elapso  calicem  et  ad  hue  iterum 
non  receperunt.  ^* 

Hanboroghe.^^  Simon  Gunn  nuper  iconomus  recusat  reddere 
computum  de  xvj  modijs  ordij  .  Ricardus  Askyll 
iconomus  anno  preterito  non  restituit  bona  ecclesie  . 
Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Rector  non  residet. 

CuDDiNGTON.^^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Robertus  Slaymaker  alias 

1  Sandford  St.  Martiii.  -  Grove. 

^  S.  compleverunt.  *  Stonesfield.     S.  Stonisford.  ^  North  Leigh. 

^  Proprietors,  tlie  abbot  and  convent  of  Hayles.  '  S.  sacrum. 

*  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Reading.  "  North  Aston. 

^^  Proprietors,   the  prior  and  convent  of  Bradenstoke. 

*i  Proi^rietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Merton. 

^^  S.  Aud.  1*  North  Aston.  i*  Sc.  iconomi. 

^*  Church  Handborough.  ^^  Kiddington. 
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Beche  debet  ecclesie  ix  s.  ij  d.  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  . 
Non  noscunt  rectorem  .  Dicunt^  magister  doctor 
London  habuit  pro  dilapidacione  pecunias  ab  execu- 
toribus  vltimi  rectoris,  quantum  nesciunt  .  Jdem 
magister  London  habet  pro  mortuario  eiusdem  rectoris 
vnum  equum  circiter  Pasche^  vltimum.^ 

WoDSTOKE.*  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum  .  Parochiani 
ibidem  differunt  stramen  per  cimiterium  et  illud 
violant  periculum^  animarum  .  Anna  Somerby 
impregnatur  .  Johannes  Kyrkehowse  notatur  de 
adulterio  cum  Margareta  Gardyner  .  Rector  non 
residet^  .  Nauis  ecclesie  est  ruinosa. 

Bladon.  Rector  non  residet  .  Non  liabent  curatum  nisi  fratrem'  . 
Rector^  debet  ecclesie  xl  s,    Rectoria  dimittitur. 

Westcote  Barton.  Rector  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua  .  Cancellus 
est  ruinosus  .  Rector  idem  fouet  linocinium  cum 
Margeria  Hore  et  diffamatus  est  per  sororem  suam  . 
Rector  frequentat  suspiciose  societate^  eiusdem 
jMargerie  .  Gardiani  non  reddiderunt  compotum  hoc 
anno  .  Rector  non  est  contentus  cum  eodem  aquebaiulo 
quem  inuenerunt^"  ex  stipendio  proprio  .  Rector  non 
dicit  diuina  officia  horis  consuetis  .  Cimiterium  non 
est  clausum. 

fo.  nsd. 

[Combe.] ^^  Firmarius  ponit  equos  in  cimiterio  et  illud  deturpant  . 
Curatus  recusauit  instituere^-  paruulos  .  Quidam 
Matheus  Dalamer  notatur  de  adulterio  cum  quadam 
Elizabeta  Averey*^  .  Fenestre  vitree  ecclesie  sunt 
ruinose  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico. 

Stepleaston.^^  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  . 
Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Quatuor  moclij  frumenti 
et  bracij^^  subtrahuntur  a  parochianis  annuatim  pro 
distribucionibus. 

RousHAM.  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Cimi- 
terium   non    est    clausum    .    Sunt    diuersi    debitores 

1  Sic  :   quod  omitted.  ^  Sic  :   for  Fascha. 

^  Jolin  London  became  warden  of  New  College  in  1526.  He  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  rector  of  Kiddington,  but  probably  farmed  the  roctory. 

*  Woodstock,  chapel  to  Bladon.  *  Sic  :  for  in  periculum. 

"  I.e.  the  rector  of  Bladon,  as  below.  '  I.e.  a  friar. 

^  S.  Eicardus.  "  Sic  :   for  sociekiteni.  ^^  S.  invoiiuid.     Sc.   iconomi. 

^^  The  name  lias  disappeared.  S.  supplies  Combe,  a  curacy  of  which  the  pro- 
prietors were  the  rector  and  fellows  of  Lincoln  College. 

^*  S.  instruere.  ^'  In  margin  vocentur. 

1*  Steeple  Aston.  Tliis  and  each  of  the  two  following  entries  have  vocetur  in 
margin. 

^*  Sic  !  for  brasei. 
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eiusdem  ecclesie  .  Est  ibidem  quedam  cantaria  ab 
olim  fundata  cuius  redditus  his  diebus  vix  valent 
xl  solidos  .  Magister  doctor  Toilet  ])ercipit  eosdem  et 
nichil  facit  ibidem  per  se  nee  per  deputatum. 

WoTTON,^  Rector  non  residet  .  Dominus  Thomas  Philipps  curatus 
ibidem  et-  est  rector  de  Silton  in  comitatu  Dorsettie^ 
et  est  cantarista  apud  Wodstoke  infra  castrum 
ibidem  .  Idem  dominus  Thomas  cotidie  ante^  celebrat 
missam  vadit  ad  ones  in  agris  .  Idem^  curatus  in 
festo  sancti  Mathei  vnus  parochianorum  venit  ad 
confessionem  et  fuit  in  ferrando  equum  et  est  com- 
munis emptor  ac  venditor  ouium  ac  bouium  ac  ponit 
ones  in  cimiterio. 


fo.   114. 


Bampton.' 


Witteney  decanatus^ 

Sedilie  in  choro  sunt  defectiue  ,  Vicarij^  habent 
diuersas  mulieres  scilicet^  in  domibus  suis  :  non 
pernoctant  .  Willelmus  Yong  est  magnus  jurator  et 
non  vult  reformari^"  .  Est  quedam  puella  magne 
etatis  que^^  non  venit  ad  ecclesiam  sicut  ceteri 
christiani  veniunt,  et  hoc  anno  sacramenta  altaris  non 
recepit  :  habitat  cum  Johanna  Grene  ,  Filia  Willelmi 
Grene  peperit  prolem  et  non  est  coniugata  .  Dominus 
Johannes  Simondes  habet  tenementum  in  manibus 
suis  et  non  custodit  hospitalitatem  sed  habet  mulierem 
in  domo  sua^-  .  Christoferus  Peynter  contraxit  matri- 
monium  cum  quadam  muliere  ibidem  et  habet  vxorem 
et  proles  in  domo  sua^^  .  Johannes  Tebbys  senior^* 
non  venit  ad  ecclesiam  sicut  christianus  faceret. 


Browghton  POGES.i^  Manuale  non  reparatur  .  Sedilie  chori  et 
canceUi  sunt  fracte^^  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene 
clausum. 


1  Wootton.  2  Sic. 

^Thomas  Philipps  was  instituted  to  the  church  of  Silton  25  Feb.,  1506-7,  and 
died  before  1  Dec,  1535  (Hutchins,  Hist,  of  Dorset,  ed.  Shipp  and  Hodson,  IV, 
106). 

*  Sic  :    for  antequam. 

*  s  cancelled.     The  sentence  is  entirely  without  construction. 

*  21  entries,  19  parish  churches.  Churches  omitted  :  Brize  Norton  and  the  pre- 
bendal  church  of  Langford.     Non-resident,  six  rectors,  three  vicars. 

'  Bampton-in-the-Bush. 

*  The  vicars  of  the  three  portions,  appropriated  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Exeter. 

*  S.  sed.  ^°  vocetur  in  margin  opposite  this  entry.  ^^  re  cancelled. 
1-  vocetut  in  the  margin  opposite  this  entry  :    repeated  opposite  the  next. 

^^  S.  reads  Devonia  for  domo  sua.  i*  v  cancelled.  ^^  Broughton  Poggs. 

!•*  The  choir-stalls  and  the  sedilia  in  the  chancel  are  distinguished. 
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Elford.^  Rector  non  residet  .  Coopertoriiim  super  altare  indiget 
reparacione  .  Fenestre  vitree  nauis  ecclesie  franguntur. 

Kelmescote.  Vicarius  tenetur  inuenire  vnum-  sacerdotem  con- 
tinue ministrantem  ibidem,  quern  non  inuenit.^ 

Clanfeld.  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  .  Vicarius  non  residet  . 
Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in  coopertura  et  in  fenestris 
vitreis''  .  Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Vicaria  dimittitur 
capellano. 

Shilton.  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones'^ .  Vicarius  babet  mulierem 
suspectam  in  domo  sua  .  Vicaria  est  ruinosa  .  Fons 
non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Vicarius  debet  ecclesie  xij  d.^ 
et  vnam  mappiolam. 

Westwell.  Cancellus  et  rectoria  sunt  ruinosa  .  Curatus  non 
ministrat  diuina  horis  debitis  .  Cimiterium  non  est 
clausum  .  Ecclesia  eget  emendacione  et  sedilijs'  . 
Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Crismatorium  est  vetus  . 
Nemo  predicat  verbum  Dei  ibidem  per  totum  annum  . 
Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico. 

DuKLiNGTON.  Rector  non  residet  .  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  . 
Rectoria  eget  reparacione. 

Mynster  Louell.  Vicarius  non  custodit  hospitalitatem  .  Sedilie  in 
ecclesia  sunt  fracte  .  Vicarius  non  visitabit  parochianos 
donee  mortui  sunt  et  sepelit  eos  sine  missa  vel  aliqua 
diuina  officia*^  .  Vicarius  non  vult  permittere  paro- 
chianos ad  intrandum  cancellum  vt  videant  leua- 
cionem^  .  Fenestre  vitre'"  eancelli  et  ecclesie  sunt 
fracte. 

CoKTHOEP.  ^^  Willelmus  Heyde  et  Agnes  Taylour  viuunt  in^'- 
adulterio  in  domo  Henrici  Grene  .  Dominus^^  Florence 
frater  ordinis  predicatorum  deseruit  cure  ibidem  et 
tempore  hymaly^^  celeb  rat  vesperas  diebus  festiuis 
ante  meridiem,  et  non  legit  sentencias^^  semel  in 
anno  .  Alicia  Foly  non  obseruat  sacramenta. 

^  Yelford  :    vocctur  iii  margin  opposite  this  and  the  next  seven  enti'ies. 

-  S.  quenidam. 

^  The  vicar  is  the  vicar  of  Bioadwell,  to  which  Kelmscott  was  a  chapel. 

*  Proprietors,  the  abbess  and  convent  of  Elstow. 

*  Pi'oprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Beaulieu.  *  et  vnam  le  luell  cancelled. 
"  The  seats  in  the  nave  are  meant.  "  Sic  :  for  aliquibus  dmnis  officiis. 
"  The  construction  of  the  detached  piers  beneath  the  central  tower  of  the  church 

would  hinder  worshippers  in  the  nave  from  a  full  view  of  the  interior  of  the  chancel. 
1"  Sic  :   for  vitree.  ^^  Cokethorije,  chajjel  to  Ducklington. 

1^  adi'  cancelled.  i'  Blank  left  for  Christian  name. 

^*  Sic  :   for  hiemali.  ^^  The  list  of  excommunicated  persona. 
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[A]sTHALL.  Carent^  cera  pro  fonte  .  Vicarius  non  custodit  hos- 
pitalitatem  .  Vicarius  solet  visitare  infirmos  alienos 
in  parochiis  alienis  in  morem-  parochianorum  suorum. 

fo.   114r/. 

BuRFORD.-''  iVbbas  et  Conuentns  de  Keynesham  recusant  inuenire 
par  vestinientorum  que  inuenire  solebant  pro'  diebus 
ferijs^  .  Vicarius  detinet^  inuenire  lampadem  ardentem 
ante  sacramentum  altaris  in  tempore  diuinorum  quod 
detinuit  per  spacium  quatuor  annorum  .  Vicarius  non 
residet  neque  ibidem  non'  seruatur  hospitalitas  . 
Firmarij  vicarij  ponunt^  animalia  in  cimiterio  et 
illud  deturpant  .  Orea^  vicarie  est  ad  terram  collapsa. 

Alvescote.'"  Rector  non  residet  .  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in 
fenestris  et  in  sedilibus  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Non 
est  ibidem  portiferium  .  Sedilie  in  naui  ecclesie  sunt 
ruinose  .  Oleum  sanctum'^  non  seruatur  sub  cera. 

MoRE.^-  Rector  non  residet  ,  Rectoria^^  dimittitur  laico  .  Cancellus, 
vestibulum  et  muri  ecclesie  ruinantur  .  Non  sunt 
lumina  super  summum  altare  .  Cimiterium  deturpatur 
equis  et  porcellis. 

FuLBROKE.i^  Cancellus  et  sediHa  in  choro  sunt  ruinosa  .  Pixis  et 
hostium  cancelli  sunt  fracta  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  dis- 
tribuciones  .  Muri  ecclesie  non  reparantur  .  Cimiterium 
non  est  clausum  .  Curatus  ponit  equos  in  cimiterio. 

Wytteney.^^  Rector  non  residet  neque  hospitalitas  ibidem  non^^ 
seruatur  .  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  et  fenestre  sunt 
fracte  in  cancello  .  Vicarius  non  residet  .  Cimiterium 
deturpatur. 

Stanlake.^'  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Carnifices  vendunt  carnes 
ibidem  diebus  dominicis^^  in  auroris.'^ 

Burton  capella.-o  Ecclesia  eget  reparacione  .  Fenestra  vitrea 
cancelli  est  fracta  .  Vicaria  est  ruinosa  .  Curatus  ibidem 

^  per  cancelled. 

-  in  moretn  is  very  indistinctly  written  as  one  word. 

*  vocentiir  in  margin,  referring  to  the  proprietors. 

*  s  cancelled.  ^  Probably  feriatis  was  intended. 

*  Altered  from  detinent.  ''  Sic.  ^  al  cancelled. 

"I.e.  orrea=  barn.  ^°  vocetur  in  margin  of  this  and  tiic  next  entry. 

^^  S.  sacrum.  i-  Northmoor. 

^'  Written  D'coria.       Probably  Dimittitur  was  begun,   and  the  scribe  forgot  to 
alter  the  initial  letter. 
**  Fulbrook,  chapel  to  Biirford.  ^*  Witney  :    vocetur  in  margin. 

^^  Sic.  1' Standlake.  i*  att  cancelled. 

1*  vocentur  iri  margin,  -"  Blackbourton. 
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Kencote.^ 


Taynton. 


Badewell.^ 


est  canonicus^  et  non  vadit  ad  processionem  nulla 
die  nisi  dominica.-  et  semel  in  iracundia  sua  lacerauit 
portiferium  .  Curatus  non  custodit  hospitalitatem  . 
Simon  Sparrow  de  Crawley^  non  perimpleuit  testa- 
mentum  Thome  Edkyns. 

Rector  habet  mulieres  duas  in  domo  sua  sed  ibidem 
non  pernoctant  .  Muri  cimiterij  non  reparantur  . 
Idem  rector  idem  rector'^  accepit  duos  lapides  anglice 
Tumbe  stonys  et  in  eisdem  ponit  aquam  pro  vitulis, 
et  ponit  ones  in  eodem  cimiterio. 

Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones*^  .  Johannes  Agas  et 
eius  vxor  et  Ehzabet  Misshell  vxor  Thome  Misshell 
non  receperunt  communionem  a  proprio  curato  in 
festo  Pasche  vltimo,  neque  certificauerunt  vicarium 
vbi  receperunt  .  Cancellus  eget  reparacione  .  Vicarius 
habet  in  domo  sua  quandam  juuenculam  consan- 
guineam  suam,  honestam'  vt  dicitur. 

Vicarius  habet  duas  mulieres  in  domo  sua  .  Non 
ministrat  diuina  horis  consuetis  et  abstraxit  mulierem 
quendam^  a  sedOia  sua  violenter  in  ecclesia,  et  sic 
vi  custodit  illam  vt  nemo  intraret  vlterius  .  Non 
bene  gerit  se  parochianis  .  Vestimenta  sunt  vetera 
et  fracta  .  Cimiterium  non  est  clausum  .  Dictus  vicarius 
tenetur  celebrare  missam  in  quadam  capella  vocata 
HalywelP"  quolibet  die  dominico  et  festiuo  et  iij 
diebus  in  septimana  quam  sustraxit  per  spacium 
viij  annorum  .  Bona  ecclesie  sunt  in  manibus  vicarij 
et  parochianorum  .  Tons  et  crisma  non  seraantur 
sub  cera. 


fo.   115. 


Decanatus  de  Ghepingnorton^^ 

Kynkham.^-    Cancellus    et    Rectoria    sunt    ruinosa    . 
residet. 


Rector  non 


Chepingnorton,  Cancellus  ruinatur^^  .  Crismatorium  frangitur  . 
Cimiterium  violatur  animalibus  irracionabihbus  . 
Johannes    Tanner   et    Ricardus    Saddeler    executores 

^  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Oseney  were  proprietors  and  probably   served   the 
church  by  one  of  their  number. 

*  I.e.  he  did  not  attend  processions  on  weekday  festivals. 
'  debet  ecclesie  cancelled.     Crawley  is  near  Witney. 

*  Kencott  :    vocetur  in  mai-gin.  ^  Sic. 

*  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Tewkesbury.  '  d  cancelled. 
^  Sic  :    for  Bradewell,  i.e.  Broadwell.     In  margin:    vicario  eiusdem  vocetur  {sic). 

*  Sic  :    for  quaindain.  ^^  Holwell. 

1^  19    entries,     16    parish    churches.     Churches    omitted  :     Churchill,  Heythrop, 
Swinbrook.     Non-resident,  four  rectors,  two  vicars. 
12  Kingham.     No[ta\  in  margin. 
1^  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Gloucester. 
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testamenti  Johannis  Duston  non  perimjilebunt  testa- 
mentum  suum  .  Dominus  Thomas  Waltere^  vixit 
suspiciose  cum  Johanna  Ludgokes  .  Johannes  Tanner 
notatur  cle  adulterio  cum  Agnete  Fryday  .  Ricardus 
Draycott  non  obseruat  sacramentum  .  Willelmus 
Alewertes-  fouet  lenocinium. 

Idburiey^  capella  de  Swynford.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  . 
Fons  non  custoditur  sub  cera  .  Rector  exhiberet  duo 
bellropis  que  iam  subtraxit^  et  eciam  quatuor  modios 
frumenti  et  alios  brasij  coctos  et  pandoxatos  ac  iiij 
libras  casei. 

SwERFORD.^  Rector  non  residet  ,  Rectoria  dimittitur  magistro 
C  .  Rector  est  pluralis. 

Cerceden.'  Sedilia  in  ecclesia  sunt  ruinosa  .  Rector  non  habet 
domum. 

Chadlington.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene 
clausum  .  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones. 

Cornewell.^  Rector  non  residet  .  Sedilie  ecclesie  sunt  fracte  . 
Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Cimiterium  non  est  bene  clausum, 

Fyffeld  capella  de  Swynford.'**  Cimiterium  non  est  bene 
clausum  .  Rector  non  residet. 

Chestleton.^^  Quidam  Magister  Skelington  presbiter  abstraxit  par 
vestimentorum  ab  ecclesia  .  Quidam  dominus  Thomas 
Davies  decessus  legauit  cuilibet  lumen ^-  ecclesie  iiij  d. 
quod  executores  soluere  nollunt. 

Salford.     Mun  cimiterij  paulatim  ruine  subiacent. 

Chepingnorton.^3  Dominus  Thomas  Water ^^  cantarista  consumit 
fructus  sue  cantarie  que  tempore  sui  ingressus  valuit'^ 
x  marcas  et  iam  non  extendit  ad  summam"'  iiij 
marcarum. 

Charlebury.^'  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  .  Cancellus  est 
ruinosus  ^^  .  Vicarius  non  residet  .  Vicaria  dimittitur 

1  S.  Waters.  ~  S.  Aleworth.  ^  Sic  :   Idbury. 

*  Sic  :   ior   Swinbrook.       Vocetiir   in   margin.     The    church   of    Swinbrook,    with 
the  chapels  of  Idbury  and  Fyfield,  was  appropriated  to  the  chancellor  of  Salisbury. 

"  Sic.  *  vocetur  in  margin.  "  Sarsden. 

*  Chapel   to  Charlbury,   which  was  appropriated   to   the   abbot  and  convent  of 
Eynshani. 

*  vocetur  in  margin.  i"  Fifield,  chapel  to  Swinbrook.  Cf.  Idbury  above. 
^^  Chastleton  :  vocetur  in  margin.  i- <Sic  :  for  lumini.  ^^  Repeated. 
^*  Called  Waltere  in  the  pi-evious  entry  relating  to  Chipping  Norton. 

^'^  X  cancelled.  i*^  x  cancelled.  ^'vocetur  in  margin. 

^*  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Eynsham, 
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laico   .   Vicarius    tenetur    inuenire^   diaconum    minis- 
trantem  in  eadem  quern  non  inuenit. 

Enston.  Carent  supellectilibus  ac  cera  et  claui  pro  fonte  ,  Non 
fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones- .  Muri  cimiterij  ruinantur  . 
Violatur  cimiterium  equo  vicarij  .  Hostium  cancelli 
eget  reparacione  .  Principalis  et  socij  de  Brasenose 
Oxon'  subtrahunt  vnum  quarterium  brasij  ecclesie 
debitum  singulis  annis. 

Spillesbery.^  Vicarius  non  residet  .  Vicaria  ruinatur  .  Non  fiunt 
ibidem  distribuciones*  .  Non  habent  aliquam  crucem 
in  cimiterio. 

fo.   n5d. 

Shypton.^  Willelmus  Chamberlayn  habitat  in  domo  et  non  soluit 
pro  renta^  ibidem  .  Willelmus  Tonsend  debet  ecclesie 
ix  s.  viij  d.,  Ricardus  Chamburleyn  xix  s.  Est' 
quedam  Katerina  Hussey  juuencula  peperit  prolem 
cum  alio  juuenculo  .  Item  Willelmus  Kessam^  debet 
ecclesie  xl  s.  viij  d. 

AsKOT."  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Johanna  Elys  vxor  Johannis 
Elys  suspecta  est  de  adulterio  cum  quodam  Willelmo 
Welclie  de  eadem  .  Henricus  Wady  tenet  domum 
lenocinij  .  Johannes  Taylor  subtrahit  se  ab  ecclesia 
diebus  dominicis  et  festiuis  tempore  diuinorum. 

RowLRYGHT  PARUA.^°     Omnia  bene. 

HocNORTON.^^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Vicaria  appropriata  est 
abbati  de  Osseney  .  Cimiterium  deturpatur  equis  . 
Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones. 

RowLRYGHT  MAGNA.  ^-  Rector  habct  duas  mulieres  in  domo  sua  . 
Oleum  sanctum  ^^  non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Rector 
ponit  equum  et  ones  suos  in  cimiterio  Item  Ricardus 
Wattes  sanctificaret  aram  diue  Katerine  ex  legato'^ 
matris  sue  .  Thomas  Pew  dedit  vaccam  ecclesie  et 
Ricardus  Colyns  vendidit  earn  et  adhuc  aliam  non 
emit,  et  idem  rector  habet  in  manu  sua  ij  virgas 
terre  arabilis  similiter. 

^  St  cancelled. 

-  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Winchcombe. 

^  Spelsbury  :    vocetur  in  margin. 

*  Proprietors,  the  dean  and  canons  of  St.  Mary's,  Warwick. 

^  Shipton-under-Wychwood  :     vocetur   in    margin.     The    church   was    a    prebend 
in  Salisbury  Cathedral. 

*  .s  cancelled.  '  Sic.  *  S.  Scesom. 

*  Ascot-under-Wychwood  :    vocetur  in  margin.     Chapel  to  Shipton. 
"Little  Rollright.  ^  Hook  Norton. 

^^  Great  Rollright  :    vocetur  in  margin.  ^^  S.  sacrum. 

1*  S.  legacione.     Wattes  should  have  paid  for  the  consecration  of  the  altar. 


fo.   115. 
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Decanatus  Oxoiiie  et  Cuddesden' 


Easenton."  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Nauis 
ecclesie  est  ruinosa  .  Rector  non  residet  .  Willelmus 
Frankelj^n  debet  ecclesie  ex  legato  patris  sui  vj  s.  viij  d. 
et  vnum  quarterium  ordei  .  Johannes  Wayse  debet 
ecclesie  vnum  quarterium  ordei  .  Margareta  Waise 
debet  ecclesie  dimidiam  acram  terre  arabilis  ex  legato 
nupti  sui  ad  lumina  sancte  Katerine. 

Cuddesden.  Vicarius  non  residet  .  Cancellus  est  ruinosus^  . 
Carent  pari  vestimentorum  et  vnum^  le  surples. 

OxoN  S.  Marie.  Magister  doctor  Wyllysford^  et  doctor  Bently 
et^  ceteri  parochiani  deliberabant  gardianis  eiusdem 
ecclesie,  Johanni  Stede  et  Thome  Smythe  tunc 
existentibus,  vnam  cestam  in  qua  posuerunt  octa' 
libras  vj  s.  viij  d.  et  x.  le  bedestonys^  et  aliud 
argentum  fractura,  et  pro  custodia  eiusdem  seruata 
fuit  sub  cera  .  Attamen  ex  negligencia  eorundem 
gardianorum  idem  octo  libre  furati^  fuerunt. 

Waterpery.  ^•^  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  in 
tectura  .  Vicaria  est  ruinosa  similiter. 

Yefteley.i^  Rector  neque  vicarius  non^-  resident  .  Curatus  non 
iacet  in  parochia  nocturnis^^  .  Magister  Ferman, 
Thomas  Barnys  et  Johannes  Dey  non  veniunt  ad 
ecclesiam  diebus  festiuis,  et  ipse  Johannes  Dey  est 
semper  iurans  et  quidam  Willelmus  Pangbourn 
similiter. 

Staunton  sancti  Johannis.^^  Johannes  Nicols  de  Iselipe^^  debet 
ecclesie  v  s.,  Henricus  Qwene  debet  ij  s.,  item  Charolus^** 
Piper  de  EUesfelde^'  xij  d.  Rector  habet  mulierem 
in  domo  sua. 

*  27  entries,  11  Oxford,  16  Cuddesdon,  24  parish  churches.  Churches  oniixted  : 
St.  Aldato's,  St.  Clement's,  St.  Michael's  at  the  South  gate,  St.  Peter's  in  the  Kasf,, 
Oxford  ;  Beckley,  Holton,  Marsh  Baldon,  Wood  Eaton,  the  prebeiulal  cliurcii 
of  Great  Milton,  and  Newington,  a  peculiar  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Non- 
resident, three  rectors,  three  vicars. 

-  Easington  :  vocetur  in  margin.  Garsington  seems  to  be  meant. 
^  dec  cancelled.  Proi^rietora,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon. 
■*  Sic  :   for  uno. 

^  Dr.  Edmvind  Wylsford,  provost  of  Oriel,  died  3  Oct.,  1516,  and  was  buried  in 
St.  Mary's. 

•^  cl  cancelled.  '  Sic  :   for  octo. 

*  Preciovis  stones  for  beads  on  a  rosary.  *  Sic  :   for  eecleni  ....  furate. 
^"  vocentur   in   margin,    referring   to   the   proprietors,  the   abbot   and    convent    of 

Oseney. 
^' Iffley  :    vocentur  in  margin.  ^- Sic. 

^'  Sc.  temporibus.  ^*  Stanton  St.  .John. 

1*  Islip.  "/ji/)'  cancelled.  i' Elsfield. 


138  DIOCESAN   VISITATIONS 

PoDEYNGTON.^  Curatus  habet  patrem  et  matrem  suam  in  domo 
sua. 

Waterstoke.-  Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Fenestre  vitree^  non 
sunt  reparate. 

Samford.^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  .  Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  . 
Richardus  Wynter  dedit  duas  vaccas  et  vnam 
iuuenculam^  ecclesie  quas  nunquam  deliberati" 
fuerunt  .  Non  habent  iij  pixides. 

OxoN  .  Omnium  Sanctorum.     Omnia  bene, 

FoRSTELL.'  Rectoria  dimittitur  laico  .  Fons  non  seruatur  sub 
cera  .  Oleum  sanctum  non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Non 
habent  ibidem  capellanum  residentem  /  sed  dumtaxat 
per  capellanum  amotiuum  .  Habent  seruicia  diebus 
festis  .  Debere^  capellanum  residentem  .  Cimiterium 
non  bene  custoditur  .  Henricus  Thruston  non  audit 
diuina  officia  in  ecclesia,  est  enim  ipse  multum  aenex. 

Newenham.^  Ecclesia  eget  reparacione  .  Cimiterium  non  est 
sufficiens'*'  clausum  .  Item  non  habent  gradale  . 
Beneficium  *  ^  non  est  reparatum  ,  Item  diuersi  debent 
ecclesie  diuersa  debita. 

Haseley.i-  Muri  cancelli  non  pure  custodiuntur  .  Oleum  sanctum 
et  fons  non  seruantur  sub  cera  et  claui. Rector  debet '^ 
inuenire  lumen^*  pro  fonte  .  Idem  rector  non  querit 
aliquod  cadauer  nisi  apud  hostium  cimiterij  .  Item 
Willelmus  Grene  habuit  filium  mortuum  et  rector 
eum  tunc  noluit  sepilire,  et  ipse  Willelmus  dedit 
alio  capellano  vj  d.  ^  ^  pro  sepultura  eiusdem  pueri  Idem 
rector  non  visitabit  aliquam  mulierem  iacentem  in 
puerperio  neque  alios  infirmos. 

fo.   II G(/. 

Haseley.^"  Rectoria  non  est  reparata  .  Rector  habet  mulierem  in 
domo  sua  sed  ibidem  non  pernoctat  .  Ecclesia  est 
ruinosa  .  Rector  ponit  equos  et  omnia  alia  animalia 
et^'  cimiterio  predicto  .  Muri  cimiterij  non  re]}arantur  . 
Robertus  Rawlyn  debet  ecclesie  vj  s.  vj  d.  et  Henricus 

'  ]'i(l(ling(on.                                 ^  Waterstoek.  ^  car  cmu'elletl. 

'' Sandt'ord-on-Thaines.  ^  Sic  :   iov  juvcncam. 

"■  Sic  :   for  (jiir  ....  deliberate.  '  Forest  Hill  :    vocctur  in  margin. 

*  Sic.                               '•'  Nunehain  Courtenay.  *"  For  sufficienter. 

"  I.e.  rectoria.           ^- vocetur  in  margin.  ^^  ecc[lesie]  ouruelle*!. 

'*  Interlined   above  ceram  cancelled.  ^'^  vt  cancelled. 

'"The  entry  continnetl  ;   vocetur  in  margin.  ^"^  Sic  :   for  in. 
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Syr'  debet  iiij  s.  ij  d.  Thomas  Norres  debet  eecle.-;ie  ij  s. 
Item  vxor^  Richardson  debet  ecclesie  pro  sepultura 
viri  sui  vj  s.  viij  d.    Ricardus  Good  debet  ecclesie  x  s. 

Cowley.  Cancellus  est  ruinosus-  SediHa  in  choro  est-'  fracta 
Non  habend^  diuina  officia  horis  consuetis. 

Albery,^     Rectoria  dimittirur  laico. 

Halywell.®  Fons  et  oleum  sanctum  non  seruantur  sub  cera  . 
Henricus  Perpoynt  debet  ecclesie  xij  s.  Willelmus 
Clare  debet  ecclesie  xxj  d. 

Ecclesia  sancte  Ebbe  Oxon.'  Rectoria  est  ruinosa  .  John  Thame*^ 
fouet  linocinium  et  iam^  est  quedam  in  domo  sua 
pregnans  .  Radulphus  Wylson  fouet  linocinium  . 
Johanna  Wite  est  communis  meretrix. 

Capella  sancti  Thome.'"  Johanna  Apulbe  non  habuit  cohabita- 
cionem  cum  marito  suo  per  quatuor  annos  elapsos  . 
WiUelmus  Pereson  debet  capelle  xix  s.  iiij  d.  Willelmus 
Gyblis  et  Jacobus  Capper  debent  luniini  sancte 
Crucis  iiij  d.^^ 

Ecclesia  sancti  Martini  iuxta  Carfax.     Omnia  bene. 

Sancte  Ebbe  Oxon.^^  Quidam  manens"  vicinus  ibidem  et  Alicia 
Langhen  fouent  linocinium  .  Crismatorium  non 
seruatur  sub  cera. 

Sancti  ]\Iichaelis  Oxon.^"*  Rector  non  residet  .  Fenestre  cancelli 
sunt  fracte  .  Curatus  non  predicat  nobis  verbum 
Dei  et  non  visitabit  infirmos  /  Hugo  Tood  debet 
ecclesie ^^Michaell  Clowd  habet  mulierem  in  domo  sua 
et  nesciunt  si  sit  vxor  sua  .  Item  est  mulier  cum 
vxore^^  Crobys  et  peperit  prolem  Fons  et  oleum 
sanctum  non  seruatur^'  sub  cera. 

Marton.^^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus^^  et  ecclesia  est  ruinosa  . 
Firmarius  ponit  equos  in  cemiterio  .  Vicarius  habet 
muherem  in  domo  suo  et  duas  juuenculas  .  Johannes 

*  Blank  for  Christian  name. 

-  Proprietors,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Oseney. 

*  ^ic.     The  clerk  began  to  write  sunt,  but  altered  it. 

*  Sic.  ^  Albury. 

*  Holy  Cross,  Hol^'well,  chapel  to  St.  Peter's-in-tlie-East,  Oxford. 

"  vocentur  in  margin.  *  of  the  cancelled.  "  ipsa  cancelled. 

^^  vocetur  cancelled.  ^^  S.  iiij  s.  ^^  Repeated  :   vocetur  in  margin. 

^^  aptid  cancelled.  "  vocetur  in  margin.  ^^  Sic  :   the  stim  omitted. 

'"Blank  left  for  Christian  name.  ^'  Sic  :   for  servantur. 

'*  Marston  :    vocentur  in  margin. 
**  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Frideswide's. 
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Wefer^  debet  ecclesie  ix  s.    Johannes   Dykyns   debet 
ecclesie  ij  s.    Dimittitur  ecclesia  sine  licencia. 

WoLUERCOTE.-  Non  fiunt  ibidem  distribuciones  neque  habent 
ibidem  curatum  .  Cancellus  est  ibidem  defectiuus  . 
Fons  non  seruatur  sub  cera  .  Cimiterium  non  est 
bene  clausum  .  Robertus  Harpam'^  impregnauit 
Agnetem  Warde  filiam  Thome  Warde. 

HoRSPATii.  Rectoria  est  ruinosa*  .  Non  seruatur  ibidem  hos- 
pitaHtas  .  Equi  ponuntur  in  cemiterio. 

Sancti  Egidij  Oxon.^  Godstowe  abbas*'  ibidem  tenetur  inuenire 
lampadem  .  Vicarius  non  residet  .  Cancellus  est 
ruinosus. 

Sancti  Petri  Oxon.'  Robertus  Spryng  et  eis^  vxor,^  Willelmus 
Grendall  fouent  linocinium  .  Willelmus  Tailour  et 
magister  Wilson^"  inter  illos  impregnate  sunt  duo 
puelle. 

S.  Magdalene  Oxon.  Johannes  Robynson  et  eius  vxor  non 
veniunt  ad  ecclesiam  ad  diuina  officia  neque  soluunt 
debita  eidem  ecclesie  .  Vxor  Willelmi  Browne  notatur 
de  incontinencia  cum  quodam  nuncio  indulgen- 
ciarum. 

Ellysfelde.^^  Cancellus  est  ruinosus  ^'^ .  Henricus^^  Wyllmate  ponit 
equos  in  cemiterio. 

fo.   117  and  d.     Blank.  ^^ 

*  S.  Weser.  -  Chapel  to  St.  Peter'a-in-the-Eaat :   vocentur  in  margin. 

*  S.  Harpain.  *  Proprietors,  the  prior  of  St.  Jolin  of  Jerusalem. 

*  rocetur  in  margin. 

^  Sic  :    for  ahbalissa.     The  abbess  and  convent  of  Godstow  were  projirietors. 

*  Probably  St.  Peter-le-Bailey.  *  Sic  :    for  eitts. 

^  et  Robertus  cancelled.  ^'^  illi  inter  s  cancelled.  ^'Elsfield. 

*"  Proprietors,  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Frideswide's. 
*^  Mate  cancelled.  "  Xo  entries  for  the  deanery  of  Henley. 
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Visitation  Time-Table,   April  to  July,    1518 

Ff.  133fZ,  134  of  the  Atwater  MS.,  as  at  present  arranged,  contain 
a  detailed  time-table  of  the  bishop's  movements  from  Tuesday, 
21  April,  to  Tuesday,  20  July,  1518,  beginning  somewhat  abruptly 
at  Missenden  in  Buckinghamshire  and  concluding  at  Laund  in 
Leicestershire.  This  of  course  includes  monasteries  as  well  as  the 
rural  deaneries  to  which  the  present  volume  is  confined.  The 
names  of  the  religious  houses  from  which  reports  remain  are  printed 
here  in  italics  ;  the  reports  themselves  will  be  printed  in  the  third 
volume  of  this  series.  References  are  given  to  the  pages  in  the 
present  volume  on  which  the  reports  from  the  deaneries  will  be 
found. 

Fo.  133c/.    Die  Martis  xx"^°  die  Aprilis  apud  Missenden  pro  visita- 

cione. 
Die    Marcurii    xxi^^o    Aprilis    apud    Barkhamsted    pro 

decanatu^  .  Nocte  apud  Ashrugge. 
Die  Jouis  xxii^^o  Aprilis  apud  Ashrugge  .  Nocte  ibidem. 
Die  Veneris  festo  sancti  Georgii  ibidem  quiescendo. 
Die  Sabbati  apud  Dimstaple  pro  visitacione  prioratus. 
Die  Dominico  xxv^o  Aprilis  ibidem  quiescendo. 
Die   Lune  ibidem  pro   visitacione  decanatus-   et   nocte 

ibidem. 
Die  Martis  apud  Snelshall  pro  visitacione  .  Nocte  apud 

Bradwell.^ 
Die  Marcurii  apud  Bradwell  pro  visitacione  .  Nocte  apud 

Cawldwell. 
Die  Jouis  xxix^  Aprilis  apud  Bradwel'  Cawldwell  pro 

visitacione. 
Die  Veneris  ultimo  Aprilis  apud  Bedford  pro  visitacione 

decanatuum    Bedford   et   Clopeham^    .    Nocte    apud 

Cawldwell. 
Die  Sabbati  primo  Maii  .  Nocte  apud  Newenham. 
Die  Dominico  ii^'^  Maii. 
Die  Lune  iii^'o  Maii  Inventione  sancte  Crucis,  ibidem 

quiescendo. 
Die  Martis  iiii*o  Maii  ibidem  pro  visitacione  et  pro  nocte 

ibidem. 
Die  Marcurii  v*^"  Maii  apud  Ampthill  pro  decanatu  de 

Flitt^  .  Nocte  ibidem. 

1  See  p.   100.  -  See  p.   102. 

*  No  records  of  visitations  of  Snelshall  and  Bradwell  remain,  both  small  Benedictine 
priories  in  Buckinghamshire,  involving  a  considerable  detour. 

*  Left  uncancelled.  *  See  p.  104.  *  See  p.  107. 

(141) 
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Die  Jouis  apud  Baldock  pro  visitacione  ibidem^  .  Nocte 

ibidem. 
Die  Veneris  vii™o  Maii  apud  Wimmeley-  pro  visitacione  . 

Nocte  apud  Heford.^ 
Die  Sabbati  apud  Hertford  pro  visitacione.^ 
Die  Dominico  nono  Maii. 
Die  Lune  x'"o  Maii. 
Die  Martis  xi™^  Maii  .  Diebus  Rogationum  ad  piacitum 

domini. 
Die  Marcurii  xii^^o  Maii. 
Die  Jouis  xiii  Maii. 

Die  Veneris  xiiii  Maii  apud  Sanctum  Albanum. 
Die  Sabbati  xv^o  Maii  apud  Markiate  pro  visitacione. 
Die  Dominico  xvi^o  die  ]\Iaii  ibidem  quiescendo. 
Die  Lune  apud  Hicliin  pro  decanatu^  .  Nocte  ibidem. 
Die  Martis  xviii  Maii  apud  Bikleswad  pro  decanatu  de 

Shefford.« 
Die    Marcurii    ibidem     ad     supervidendum    dominium 

ibidem. 
Die    Jouis    apud    Eton    pro    visitacione    decanatus    de 

Eton'  .  Nocte  apud  Sanctum  Neotum. 
Die  Veneris  xxi  Maii  apud  Sanctum  Neotum  pro  visita- 
cione monasterii. 
Die  Sabbati  ibidem  pro  visitacione  decanatus*^  .  Nocte 

apud  Buckden. 
Septimana  Pentecostes  et  proxime  sequentibus^  ibidem 

quiescendo. 
Die  Lune  vii™o  die  Julii^°  apud  Stonesby  ^^  pro  visitacione  . 

Nocte  ibidem. 
Die  Martis  apud  Kimbalton  pro  decanatu  de  Lighton- 

ston.'2 
Die  Marcurii  apud  Stilton  pro  decanatu'^ .  Nocte  ibidem. 
Die   Jouis  x™o  Julii^'   apud    Sanctum   luonem  pro  de- 
canatu^ ^  .  Nocte  ibidem. 
Die  Veneris  xi™o  Junii  apud  Hunt'  pro  prioratu  ibidem  . 

Nocte  ibidem. 
Die  Sabbati  xii^  die  Junii  ibidem  pro  decanatu  Hunt'^" 

et  nocte  apud  Buckden.^' 
Fo.  lo4.     Die  Lune  xiiii™^  die  Junii  apud  Ramesey  pro  visitacione. 

1  See  p.  109.  '  Wymondley.                 ^  Sic  :  for  Hertford. 

*Seep.   HI.  *Seep.   112.                   « See  p.   113. 

"See  p.   115.  »See  p.   117. 

'  I.e.  from  23  May  to  6  June  inclusive. 

^'  Sic  :   for  Junii.  '^  Sic  :   for  Stonely.     i-  See  p.   1. 

J3  Yov  Yaxley  deanery.  See  p.  3. 
^^  Sic  :    for  Jxmii. 

1*  See  p.   5.  '«  See  p.   7. 
*'  Sunday,  the  13tli,  was  spent  at  Buckden. 


>■  ibidem. 
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Die  Martis  xv^^  Junii.  ^ 

Die  Marciirii  xvii^^o  '    Junii  y  ibidem. 

Die  Jouis  xviii'^o-  Jmiii      J 

Die  Veneris  apud  Peturbroiujh  pro  visitacione. 

Die  Sabbati  xix^^"  Junii    \  •,  •  i 

Die  Dominica  xx^o  Junii/ ^'^^^®"^- 

Die  Lune  apud  Fodringhay  pro  visitacione. 

Die  Martis  xxii  Junii  ibidem. 

Die  Marcurii  xxiii  nocte  apud  Lidington. 

Die  Jouis  festo  Natiuitatis  sancti  Johannis  Baptiste. 

Die  Veneris 

Die  Sabbati. 

Die  Dominica. 

Die  Lune. 

Die  Martis  festo  sancti  Petri^ 

Die  Marcurii  vltimo  Junii  apud  Harbarow  pro  visitacione 
decanatus  de  Gartre." 

Die  Jouis  primo  Julii  nocte  apud  Lutterwortli  pro 
visitacione  decanatus  de  Gudlaxton'  .  Nocte  apud 
Hinkley. 

Die  Veneris  ii^o  Julii  apud  Markiat  Bosworth  pro  visita- 
cione decanatus  de  Sperkenhoe^  .  Nocte  ibidem. 

Die  Sabbati  apud  Langley  pro  visitacione  .  Nocte  ibidem. 

Die  Dominico  ibidem  in  prandio  .  Nocte  apud  Gracedue. 

Die  Lune  v^o  Julii  ibidem  pro  visitacione  .  Nocte  ibidem. 

Die  Martis  apud  Lougliborow  pro  visitacione  decanatus 
de  Akeley*  .  Nocte  ibidem. 

Die  Marcurii  festo  sancti  Thome  apud  Vlscroft  in  prandio  . 
Nocte  ibidem. 

Die  Jouis  viii"o  Julii  ibidem  pro  visitacione. 

Die   Veneris   apud   monasterium    Leicestrie   pro   visita- 


cione.' 


Die  Sabbati  x^^  Julii  apud  collegium  Noui  operis.^ 

Die  dominico  in  monasterio  Leicestrie. 

Die  Lune  apud  Lecestriam  pro  visitacione  decanatum 
Leicestrie  et  Goscote.^ 

Die  Martis  xiii  Julii  apud  Kirkbybellers. 

Die  Marcurii  ibidem  pro  visitacione. 

Die  Jouis  xv"^o  JuHi  apud  Melton  Mulbrey  pro  visita- 
cione decanatus  de  Framland^''  .  Nocte  apud  Burton 
Lazari. 

Die  Veneris  nocte  apud  Oselueston. 

Die  Sabbati  ibidem  pro  visitacione. 

1  Sic  :   for    xvimo.  2  Sic  :   for  xvii'no.  s  ggg  p    g 

*  See  p.   14.  ^  See  p.   19.  «  See  p.  27. 

'  Apparently  postponetl  till   17  August. 

**  Apparently  postponed  till  I'G  Augiist. 

»  See  p.  30.  "  See  pp.  23,  34. 
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Die  Dominico  ibidem. 

Die  Lune  xix°o  Julii  apud  Land  pro  visitacione  .  NocLe 

ibidem. 
Die  Martis  xx^^o  Julii  ad  placitum  domini. 
A  record  remains  of  one  visitation  later  in  1518,  when  on  Thurs- 
day, 2  September,  Atwater  visited  Littlemore  priory.  This,  with 
six  and  probably  seven  other  religious  houses  in  Oxfordshire,  had 
been  visited  by  the  bishop's  commissaries,  Edmund  Horde  and 
his  chancellor,  Richard  Roston,  in  the  middle  of  June,  1517.  This 
earlier  visitation  may  have  included  the  rural  deaneries  of  the 
archdeaconry,  but  the  dates,  ranging  from  10  to  19  June,  do  not 
appear  to  allow  sufficient  time  for  them. 

It  is  possible  to  reconstruct  the  progress  of  the  visitations  held 
in  1519  with  ajDproximate  completeness.  These  begin  with  the 
archdeaconry  of  Buckingham  in  May  and  continue  with  the  arch- 
deaconries of  Lincoln  and  Stow  from  the  end  of  June  to  the  early 
part  of  August.     The  time-table  is  as  follows  : 

Monday,    9    May    (Monday    after    the    quinzaine    of   Easter). 

Deanery  of  Wycombe  at  High  Wycombe. 
Tuesday,  10,  or  Wednesday,  11  May.     Deanery  of  Burnham  at 

Burnham. 
Thursday,   12  May.     Deanery  of  Wendover  at  Missenden. 
Friday,  13  May.     Deanery  of  Mursley  at  Aylesbury. 
Saturday,   14  May.     Nutley  abbey. 

Monday,  16  May.     Deanery  of  Buckingham  at  Buckingham. 
Tuesday,  17  May.     Deanery  of  Waddesdon  at  Stony  Stratford. 
Wednesday,     18    May.     Deanery    of    Newport    at    Newport 
Pagnell.     Neither  the  date  nor  the  place  of  this  visitation 
are  given,  but  18  or  19  May  seem  most  likely.     After  this 
the  bishop  went  to  the  south  of  the  archdeacomy,  probably 
to  Bishops  Wooburn. 
Monday,  23  May.     Eton  college. 
Wednesday,  25  May.     Ankerwyke  priory. 
Thursday,  26  May.     Burnham  abbey. 
Here  the  visitation  of  Buckingham  concludes,   and  subsequent 
dates  until  27  June  come  from  the  documents  printed  in  Appendix 
II.     The  interval  appears  to  have  included  a  short  visit,  for  the 
purposes  indicated  in  that  Appendix,  to  certain  centres  of  local 
importance. 

Friday,  27  May.     Thame. 
Monday,  6  June.     St.  Paul's,  Bedford. 
Wednesday,  8  June.     St.  Mary's,  Huntingdon. 
Friday,  10  June.     All  Saints',  Northampton.     The  bishop  now 
retired  to  Liddington  for  Whitsuntide,  and  Avas  there  still 
on  Monday,  20  June.     It  is  obvious  that  he  did  not  begin 
his    visitation    of  the    archdeaconry    of   Lincoln    until    the 
quinzaine  of  Pentecost  was  over. 
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Monday,  27  June.     Bourne  abbey. 

Tuesday,  28  (not,  as  in  text,  29)  June.  Deanery  of  Aveland 
at  Bourne. 

Thursday,  30  June.     Croyland  abbey. 

Friday,  1  July.     Croyland  town  (by  commissary). 

Saturday,  2  July.     Spalding  priory. 

Monday,  4  July.     Deanery  of  South  Holland  at  Spalding. 

Tuesday,  5  July.     Deanery  of  North  Holland  at  Boston. 

Wednesday,  6  July.     Tattershall  college. 

Friday,  8  July.     Stix would  priory. 

Saturday,  9  July.     Bardney  abbey. 

Monday,  11  July.     Stainfield  priory. 

Tuesday,   12  July.     Deanery  of  Wraggoe  at  Wragby. 

Wednesday,  13  July.  Deaneries  of  Horncastle,  Hill  and 
Gar  tree  at  Horncastle. 

Thursday,   14  July.     Deanery  of  Bolingbroke  at  Spilsby. 

Friday,  15  July.     Deanery  of  Candleshoe  at  Partney. 

Saturday,  16  July.  Deanery  of  Calcewaith  at  Alford,  This 
is  also  the  date  of  the  visitation  of  Markby  priory,  where 
the  bishop  probably  spent  Sunday. 

Monday,  18  July.     Greenfield  priory. 

Tuesday,  19  July.  Legbourne  priory.  Wednesday,  19  July, 
is  the  date  given  in  the  text  for  the  visitation  of  the  deanery 
of  Louthesk  and  Ludborough  at  St.  Mary's,  Louth,  but  it 
seems  clear  that  this  also  must  have  been  held  on  the 
Tuesday. 

Wednesday,  20  July.     Deanery  of  Grimsby  at  Grimsby. 

Thursday,  21  July.     Wellow  abbey. 

Friday  (in  text  Thursday),  22  July.  Humberstone  abbey  (by 
commissary). 

Saturday,  23  July.     Nuncoton  priory. 

Sunday,  24  July.     Thornton  abbey. 

Wednesday,  27  July.  Deaneries  of  Yarborough  and  Walsh- 
croft  at  Elsham. 

Thursday,  28  July.  A  nameless  monastery,  probably  Thorn- 
holme  priory.  This  marks  the  biehop's  passage  from  the 
archdeaconry  of  Lincoln  to  that  of  Stow. 

Friday,  29  July.     Gokewell  priory. 

Saturday,  30  July.     Deanery  of  Manlake  at  Appleby. 

Monday,  1  August.    Deanery  of  Aslackhoe  at  Kirton  Lindsey. 

Tuesday,  2  August.    Deanery  of  Corringham  at  Corringham. 

Wednesday,  3  August.     Heynings  priory. 

Thursday,  4  August.     Torksey  priory. 

Friday,  5  August.     Deanery  of  Lawres  at  Torksey. 
At  this  point  the  visitation  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Stow  comes 
to  an  end,  and  the  only  subsequent  dates  which  we  possess  are 
Friday,  9  August,  when  the  bishop  was  at  Grantham,  and  Monday, 
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22  August,  by  which  time  he  had  returned  to  Liddington.  On 
his  outward  journey  he  had  visited  only  one  of  the  Kesteven 
deaneries  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Lincoln,  that  of  Aveland.     On 

5  August  eight  of  these  remained,  apart  from  the  Christianity  of 
the  city  of  Lincoln,  which  may  have  been  visited  on  Saturday, 

6  August.  We  may  possibly  assume  that  the  two  deaneries  in 
Kesteven  which  adjoined  Lincoln,  Longoboby  (composed  of  the 
parishes  in  the  wapentakes  of  Langoe  and  Boothby)  and  the  small 
deanery  of  GraflFoe,  occupied  Monday,  8  August,  at  a  common 
centre,  and  Tuesday,  9  August,  seems  fixed  for  the  deanery  of 
Grantham.  There  now  remained  the  deaneries  of  Loveden  and 
Beltisloe,  north  and  south  of  Grantham  respectively,  Aswardhurn 
or  Lafford  (Sleaford)  to  the  east  and  the  two  south-western  deaneries 
of  Ness  and  Stamford  which  naturally  would  have  been  taken  last 
of  all  on  the  way  back  to  Liddington.  It  would  be  unsafe  to  indulge 
in  conjectures  of  dates  for  these,  but  it  is  possible  that  the  bishop 
went  from  Grantham  and  the  neighbourhood  to  Sleaford  castle 
and  thence  to  Stamford.  The  monasteries  to  be  visited  in  this 
district  were  few  and  unimportant.  Apart  from  the  priories  of 
Augustinian  canons  at  Nocton  Park  (locally  in  Longoboby)  and 
Kyme,  and  the  small  priory  at  Newstead  near  Stamford,  the  rest 
were  cells  of  large  Benedictine  houses,  Belvoir  of  the  exempt  abbey 
of  St.  Albans,  St.  James  Deeping  of  Thorney  and  St.  Leonard's 
Stamford  of  Durham,  and  of  these  only  the  last  appears  to  have 
been  habitually  visited  by  bishops.  In  any  case  there  was  abundant 
time  between  9  and  22  August  for  Atwater  at  his  usual  rate  of 
progress  to  have  concluded  all  necessary  visitations  and  to  have 
returned  to  Liddington,  within  easy  reach  of  Stamford,  about 
Saturday,  20  August, 

Thus  during  1518  and  1519  five  of  the  eight  archdeaconries  had 
been  visited.  The  three  which  remained  were  Bedford,  Northamp- 
ton and  Oxford,  of  which  the  last  had  been  visited,  so  far  as 
rehgious  houses  were  concerned,  in  1517.  The  time-table  for  the 
spring  and  summer  of  1520  is  far  less  satisfactory  than  those  for 
the  two  previous  years,  for  the  visitations  of  the  Oxford  deaneries 
are  recorded  without  dates  and  no  records  of  the  Northampton 
deaneries  remain.  As  Easter,  however,  fell  on  8  April,  we  may 
assume  that  the  bishop  as  usual  started  on  his  rounds  a  fortnight 
later,  on  Monday,  23  April.  From  that  time  the  dates  are  as 
follows  : 

Wednesday,  25  April.     Bicester  priory. 

Thursday,  26  April.     Studley  priory. 

Friday,  4  May.     Godstow  abbey. 

Saturday,  5  May.     St.  Frideswide's  priory. 

Monday,  7  May.  Oriel  coUege,  Oxford.  Lincoln  college  was 
also  visited  on  the  same  day. 

Tuesday,  8  May.     Oseney  abbey. 
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From  these  dates  it  seems  probable  that  the  ruridecanal  visitations 
are  arranged  in  their  chronological  order.  If  the  bishop  began 
on  23  April  with  the  deanery  of  Aston,  he  was  certainly  at  Bicester 
directly  afterwards,  and  although  Studley  priory,  locally  in  the 
deanery  of  Cuddesdon,  involved  a  detour  from  Bicester  on  26  April, 
it  may  have  been  taken  on  the  way  to  Deddington.  Nor  is  it 
unlikely  that,  after  visiting  the  deanery  of  Deddington  and  possibly 
Wroxton  priory  on  27  and  28  April,  the  bishop  spent  Sunday  at 
Banbury.  This  would  give  Monday,  30  April,  for  the  deanery  of 
Woodstock,  Tuesday,  1  May,  for  that  of  Witney,  and  Wednesday, 
2  May,  for  that  of  Chipping  Norton,  while  the  extra  day  before 
the  bishop  came  to  Godstow  on  4  May  have  been  reserved  for  Cold 
Norton  priory.  At  any  rate,  if  the  order  of  these  three  deaneries 
is  reversed,  it  makes  no  difference  to  the  fact  that  they  can  be 
fitted  in  between  the  dates  mentioned.  As  the  bishop  was  in  and 
near  Oxford  between  5  and  8  May,  the  combined  visitation  of  the 
deaneries  of  Oxford  and  Cuddesdon  must  be  placed  about  this  time. 
No  record  of  a  visitation  of  the  deanery  of  Henley  survives,  but, 
as  the  archdeaconry  had  been  entered  from  a  south-easterly  direc- 
tion, it  seems  likely  that  the  bishop  started  from  and  returned 
to  Bishops  Wooburn,  and  if  so  that  he  took  his  return  journey  by 
way  of  Henley, 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  last  visitation  held  by  the  bishop 
in  person.  The  time-table  for  1518  shows  us  that  he  had  visited 
two  houses  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Northampton  after  concluding 
his  Huntingdon  visitation.  These  were  the  abbey  of  Peterborough 
and  the  college  of  Fotheringhay,  but  there  are  no  arrangements 
for  contemporary  visitations  of  the  local  deaneries.  When  in 
May,  1520,  he  returned  from  the  archdeaconry  of  Oxford,  he  may 
have  been  in  failing  health.  In  any  case  he  had  only  eight  months 
to  live,  for  he  died  on  the  following  4  February,  and  it  is  clear  that 
the  Northampton  visitation  of  1520  was  performed  by  Roston  as 
vicar-general  and  John  Burges  as  commissary.  These  two  on 
23  May,  shortly  before  Whitsuntide,  had  been  sent  on  a  special 
errand  to  St.  Neots  priory.  They  seem  to  have  begun  their  visita- 
tion of  the  Northampton  rehgious  houses  on  11  June,  the  usual 
date  a  fortnight  after  Pentecost,  at  Higham  Ferrers.  On  Wednes- 
day, 13  June,  they  were  at  St.  John's  hospital,  Northampton. 
The  remaining  dates  are  all  in  the  south  of  Northamptonshire, 
Chacombe  on  Saturday,  16  June,  Canons  Ashby  on  Monday,  the 
18th,  Catesby  priory  on  Tuesday,  the  19th,  and  Daventry  priory 
on  Thursday,  the  21st.  It  certainly  is  doubtful  whether  ruri- 
decanal visitations  were  contemplated  in  this  progress,  the  two 
opening  dates  of  which  indicate  exclusive  attention  to  religious 
houses,  and  at  Northampton  itself  the  abbeys  of  St.  James  and 
Delapre  may  have  occupied  some  time  before  the  bishop's  delegates 
moved  southward.  Of  the  north  of  the  coimty  and  of  Rutland 
we  hear  nothing. 
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Miscellaneous  Documents 

Certain  documents  occur  at  intervals  in  Atwater's  Visitation 
MS.  which,  although  they  stand  outside  the  actual  process  of 
visitation,  have  some  reference  to  it. 


Ff.  81,  82  contain  a  series  of  memoranda  of  synods  of  the  clergy 
held  by  the  bishop  at  local  centres  in  the  summer  of  1519,  the 
object  of  which  was  the  pubUcation  of  the  constitutions  decreed 
by  a  council  of  the  bishops  of  both  provinces  held  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Wolsey  as  legate  a  latere  at  Westmmster  in  the  preceding 
March.  Of  these  constitutions,  which  were  framed  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  dress,  life  and  morals  of  the  clergy,  and  which  embodied 
legislation  on  pluraHties  and  the  appropriation  of  churches,  there 
is  a  summary  account  in  the  register  of  Charles  Booth,  bishop 
of  Hereford,  together  with  notices  of  the  synods  of  the  clergy  of 
the  archdeaconries  of  Hereford  and  Salop,  held  at  Hereford  and 
Ludlow  respectively.^  These,  on  5  and  11  May,  seem  to  have  been 
concluded  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present.  Similarly,  when 
Atwater  met  the  clergy  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Oxford  at  Thame 
on  27  May,  they  agreed  to  the  articles  without  contradiction.  The 
feeling,  however,  that  such  legislation  needed  the  consent  of  the 
clergy  before  being  submitted  for  their  approval  was  expressed  at 
Bedford  on  6  June,  when  a  party  led  by  three  rectors  of  churches 
in  the  archdeaconry  demanded  copies  of  the  articles  for  considera- 
tion. At  Huntingdon  two  days  later  copies  were  demanded  by 
six  prominent  parsons,  whose  chief  spokesman  said  that,  as  the 
publication  of  law  was  its  final  promulgation,  neither  legates  nor 
archbishops  nor  bishops  could  make  or  decree  statutes  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  clergy  without  their  consent.  This  expressed  the 
mind  of  the  assembly,  which  was  unwiUing  to  give  merely  passive 
assent  to  constitutions  so  irregularly  introduced,  and  all,  apparently 
with  one  voice,  exclaimed,  '  We  will  not  consent  '. 

On  10  July  the  clergy  of  five  deaneries  of  the  archdeaconry  of 
Northampton,  summoned  to  All  Saints',  Northampton,  accepted 
the  constitutions  without  dissent  or  requests  for  copies  on  which 
to  deliberate.  The  five  northern  deaneries  showed  equal  sub- 
missiveness  when  they  met  in  Liddington  church  on  20  June,  On 
the  same  day  the  clergy  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Leicester  made 
little  ado,  although  John  Nevell,  rector  of  Knaptoft,  with  two  or 

1  See  Reg.  Bothe  (Cant,  and  York  Soc),  pp.  66-68,  and  Wilkins,  Concilia  III, 
681,   682. 
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three  others,  dissented,  pleading  that  a  matter  which  concerned 
the  English  clergy  as  a  whole,  of  which  their  archdeaconry  formed 
a  very  small  section,  ought  to  be  referred  to  Convocation. 

The  only  indications  of  the  pubhcation  of  the  new  constitutions 
in  the  archdeaconries  of  Lincoln  and  Stow  are  notes  of  meetings 
at  Grantham  on  9  August,  to  which  five  of  the  Kesteven  deaneries 
were  summoned,  and  at  Liddington  on  22  August,  for  the  deaneries 
of  Beltisloe,  Ness  and  Stamford.  At  the  second  of  these  all  were 
agreeable  to  the  proposed  legislation,  but  at  Grantham  a  minority 
made  itself  heard  through  the  voice  of  Robert  Godfrey,  vicar  of 
Sleaford,  who  asked  whether  the  constitutions  were  actually  pub- 
lished or  proposed  for  publication.  In  the  first  case,  he  would 
neither  accept  nor  approve  them  ;  in  the  second,  he  would  not 
consent  to  them.  With  these  two  memoranda  the  series  concludes. 
It  is  of  interest  as  displaying  the  opposition  of  a  certain  section 
of  the  clergy,  led  by  persons  of  some  influence  and  reputation  for 
learning,  to  measures  of  reform,  however  mild,  while  it  must  be 
owned  that  the  constitutional  grounds  on  which  the  objectors  took 
their  stand  were  sound  and  that  a  synod  of  bishops,  presided  over 
by  the  legate,  was  no  effective  substitute  for  a  provincial  council. 

Fo.  81.  Die  Veneris  xxvij^io  die  Maij  anno  Domini  millesimo 
quingentesimo  xix'io  reuerendus  in  Christo  pater  dominus 
Willelmus  Dei  gracia  Lincolniensis  episcopus  in  ecclesia 
prebendali  de  Thame  Lincolniensis  dioceseos  iudicialiter 
sedens,  facta  ibidem  primitus  per  magistrum  Johannem 
Burges  in  sacra  theologia  bacallarium  coUacione  quadam 
verbi  Dei  ad  clerum  archidiaconatus  Oxoniensis  ibidem 
in  multitudine  copiosa  congregatum  et  ad  audiendum 
reformacionem  quarundam  abusionum  in  clero  ad 
ipsos  diem,  horam  et  locum  legitime  et  peremptorie 
citatum,  facto  super  execucione  mandati  citatorij  dicti 
reuerendi  patris  certificatorio  in  debita  juris  forma  / 
constituciones^  quasdam  per  reuerendissimos  dominos 
legatos  de  latere  et  archiepiscopos  /  ac  reuerendos 
patres  Anglie  episcopos  editas  et  ordinatas  publicauit 
et  declarauit  /  necnon  ad  tunc  ibidem  comparentes  ad 
hoc  ahquo  modo  contradicentes  /  Et  deinde  idem 
dominus  episcopus  Lincolniensis  decretum  contra 
absentes  tulitt-  et  ipsos  contumaces  pronunciauit, 
reseruando  sibi  penas  contumaciarum  suarum  /  et 
hoc  fecit  ex  eo  quod  non  omnes  citati  et  adtunc  ibidem 
publice  et  nominatim  preconisati  comparuerunt  sed 
contumaciter  absentes  fuerunt. 
Die  Lune  vjto  die  Junij  anno  predicto  reuerendus  in 
Christo    pater    episcopus    Lincolniensis    antedictus    in 

*  h  cancelled.  -  Sic. 


150  APPENDIX  II 

ecclesia  parrochiali  sancti  Pauli  ville  Beddfordie 
iudicialiter  sedens,  facta  primitus  collacione  verbi 
Dei  per  magistrum  Swayn  /  atque  exhibito  certificatorio 
mandati  in  ea  parte  directi  sub  sigillo  officialis 
Beddfordiensis  et  illo  certificatorio  publice  per  regis- 
trarium  perlecto  /  ac  omnibus  in  scedula  certificatorio 
annexa  nominatim  preconisatis^  pronunciauit  absentes 
contumaces,  reseruando  sibi  penas  contumaciarum 
suarum  .  Necnon  tunc  ibidem  nouas  constitutiones 
apud  clerum  ibidem  comparentem  alta  voce  publicauit 
et  easdem  ibidem  publice  declarauit .  Quo  facto  magister 
doctor  SheflFeld,  Doctour  Reynes  rector  de  Merston, 
magister  Fabyan  rector  de  Todington  et  magister 
[blank]  rector  de  Mylton  Hemes  cum  alijs  pecierunt 
copias  articulorum  et  tempus  ad  respondendum,  domino 
episcopo  respondente  hoc  sibi  non  fuisse  datum  in 
manus ;  illis  beneficiatis  dicentibus-  consonum  esse 
juri  vt  ipsi  eas  prius  viderent  quam  eisdem  consentirent 
et  quod  ipsi  credederunt^  quod  ipse  dominus  episcopus 
noluit  eos  ad  ipsarum  obseruacionem  subito  obligare 
nisi  eas  prius  viderent  et  tempus  competens  ad  deliber- 
andum haberent. 

Fo.  81d.    Die    Mercurij    viij"^    die    Junij    anno    domini    millesimo 

quingentesimo  xix^o  reuerendus  in  Christo  pater  dominus 

Willelmus  Dei  gracia  Lincolniensis  episcopus  in  ecclesia 

parrochiali  beate  Marie  ville  Huntingdonie  iudicialiter 

sedens   /  obseruatis  sermone  per  Burges,  certificatorio 

et  preconisacione  vt  infra  scribitur,  articulos  sine  nouas 

constitutiones   publicauit   et   publice   declarauit    /    Et 

tunc  magistri  doctores  Harington  /  Burnell  /  Alcockes  / 

Mylling    /   Thomson   et   Thomson    /    copias   pecierunt 

articulorum   et  tempus   ad   deliberandum   et   ad   con- 

sentiendum    vel    dissentiendum    /    Domino     episcopo 

dicente  se  tunc  petere  ipsorum  consensum  /  Et  deinde 

Doctor  Harington  dixit  quod  eo  quod  publicatio  legis 

est  finalis  determinacio  legis   /  et  quia  vt  ipse  dixit 

nee    legati    de    latere    nee    archiepiscopi    nee    episcopi 

possunt  condere  iura  siue  statuere  leges  in  preiudicium 

cleri    sine    ipsius    consensu,    tam    ipse    quam    Doctor 

Burnell    protestabantur    pro    se    et    crediderunt    quod 

omnes   alij   ibidem   presentes  ita  voluerunt  protestari 

quod  ipsi  voluerunt  vti  illis  legibus  prout  iura  volunt  et 

non  aliter  .  Et  deinde  clerus  ibidem  exclamabat  Nos 

nolumus  consentire  et  sic  dominus  recessit  /  Dominus* 

tamen   pronunciauit    absentes    contumaces   reseruando 

^  Idem  cancelled.  ^  «e  nolle  consentire  cancelled. 

*  Sic.  *  tunc  cancelled. 
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sibi  penas,  presentibus  magistro  doctorc  Roston  et  me 
Edwardo  Watson  ac  toto  clero  / 

Die  veneris  x"^°  Junij  anno  predicto  prefatus  reuerendus 
in  Christo  pater  et  dominus  dorainus  Willelmus  Dei 
gracia  Lincolniensis  episcopus  in  ecclesia  parrochiali 
omnium  Sanctorum  ville  Northamptonie  iudicialiter 
sedens,  obseruatio  ])remissis  sermone  per  Doctorem 
Milling,  cerlificatorio  et  preconisacione  /  articulos  siue 
nouas  constitutiones  publicauit  et  publice  deraonstrauit 
ibidem  apud  clerum  in  multitudine  copiosa  congregatum, 
nemine  ipsorum  contradicente  aut  copias  siue  tempus 
petente  /  sed  omnibus  tacentibus  /  presentibus  magistro 
doctore  Roston  et  me  Edwardo  Watsono^  et  toto 
clero  /  Nee  pronunciauit  absentes  contumaces-  /  pro 
decantibus  de  Northampton  /  Preston  /  Brakley  / 
Daventre  /  Haddon  /  et  Hicham. 

xxDio  die  Junij  antedicti  idem  reuerendus  pater  in  ecclesia 
prebendali  de  Lidington,  seruatis  premissis  sermone  etc., 
huiusmodi  articulos  siue  nouas  constitutiones  clero 
decanatuum  de  Burgo  Petri,  Owndell,  Rowell,  Weldon 
et  Ruttland  ibidem  constituto  publicauit  et  declarauit 
nemine  contradicente  .  Necnon  absentes  pronunciauit 
contumaces. 

Fo.  82.  xx'^o  die  Junij  anno  domini  ISlQ'^o  idem  reuerendus 
pater  in  ecclesia  prebendali  de  Lidyngton  iudicialiter 
sedens,  seruatis  omnibus  vt  supra,  dictos  articulos 
siue  nouas  constitutiones  clero  archidiaconatus  Leicestrie 
ibidem  constituto  publicauit  et  declarauit  .  Necnon 
absentes  pronunciauit  contumaces,  magistro  Johanne 
Nevell  rectore  de  Knaptofte  dicente  eo  quod  huiusmodi 
constitutiones  tangunt  clerum  Anglie,  cuius  clerus 
archidiaconatus  est  pars  minima  /  ipse  noluerunt^ 
consentire  sed*  dixit  quod  ipse  et  alij  tunc  presentes 
voluerunt  hoc  referre  ad  conuocationem  proximam  .  Et 
tunc  dominus  necessit,  ipso  magistro  Johanne  Nevell  et 
duobus  aut  tribus  alijs  dicentibus  Nolumus. 
Nono  die  Augusti  Anno  predicto  idem  reuerendus  pater 
in  ecclesia  parrochiali  de  Grantham  iudicialiter  sedens, 
seruatis  premissis  sermone  etc.  vt  supra,  huiusmodi 
articulos  siue  nouas  constitutiones  clero  decanatuum 
de  Graff hoo  Langhoo  boby,  Loveden,  Grantham  et 
LafFord  in  partibus  de  Kesteven  publicauit  et  declarauit, 
necnon  absentes   contumaces  pronunciauit   ;   magistro 

^  V.'atsoii  uses  here  his  customary  parafe  with  an  extension. 
-  Fainter  ink  follows.      ?  another  hana. 
^  Sip.  *  ref  cancelled. 
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Roberto^  Godfrey  vicario  de  Sleford  querente  an 
huiusmodi  constitutiones  sunt  edite  vel  edende  et  si 
sint  edite  dixit  quod  tunc  in  quantum  potuit  noluit 
eas  acceptare  vel  approbare  /  Si  autem  sint  edende 
quod  tunc  noluit  eisdem  consentire  /  et  hoc  dixit  vt 
asseruit  nomine  suo  et  aliorum  ibidem  presentium  de 
quo  non  constabat, 
xxij<^o  eiusdem  Augusti  idem  reuerendus  pater  in  ecclesia 
prebendali  de  Lidyngton  easdem  nouas  constitutiones 
clero  decanatuum  de  Belteslaw,  Nesso  et  Stamford 
ibidem  constitutis-  publicauit  et  declarauit,  seruatis 
omnibus  premissis,  nemine  contradicente. 

Fo.  ^2d.    [Blank.] 

II 

The  documents  which  follow  occur  at  intervals  in  the  MS.  The 
first  three  are  common  forms  for  the  use  of  the  bishop  and  his 
vicar -general  at  visitations  and  are  on  the  obverse  of  fo.  97,  the 
dorse  of  which  is  blank.  The  remaining  three  are  notes  of  cases 
which  came  before  the  bishop  and  his  commissaries  during  the 
visitation  of  the  archdeaconries  of  Huntingdon  and  Leicester  in 
1518.     The  first  two  are  from  Fo.  137,  the  third  from  Fo.  142d. 

In  addition  to  these,  it  may  be  noted  that  on  Fo.  94^  are  written 
the  names  '  Georgius  Warham  Josephus  Kidlington  Boterey  ', 
obviously  scribbled  down  as  aids  to  memory.  The  leaf,  which  is 
in  the  middle  of  three  otherwise  blank  (93,  94,  95),  has  been  bound 
into  the  volume  upside  down. 

In  Dei  nomine  Amen  Nos  Willelmus  permissione  diuina 
Lincolniensis  Episcopus  rite  et  legittime  procedentes 
omnes  et  singulos  abbates  et  priores  ac  alios  quoscunque 
ecclesias  parrochiales  infra  istum  decanatum  habentes 
ad  hos  diem  et  locum  legittime  citatos  publice  pre- 
conisatos  diu  que  et  sufficienter  exspectatos  et  nullo 
modo  comparentes  pronunciamus  et  reputamus  con- 
tumaces  et  in  penam  contumaciarum  suarum  huiusmodi 
ipsorum  quemlibet  in  tresdecim  solidis  et  quatuor 
denariis  Necnon  omnes  et  singulos  ecclesiarum  parro- 
chialium  rectores  et  vicarios  atque  cantariarum 
perpetuos  capellanos  infra  istum  eundem  decanatum 
constitutos  simih  modo  ad  hos  diem  et  locum  citatos 
preconisatos  exspectatos  et  nuUo  modo  comparentes 
pronunciamus  et  reputamus  contumaces  et  in  penam 
huiusmodi  suarum  contumaciarum  ipsorum  quemlibet 
in  sex  soUdis  et  octo  denarijs  mulctamus  Necnon  ahos 
presbiteros  stipendiarios  simili  modo  citatos  preconisatos 

^  Qojf  cancelled.  -  Sic. 
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exspectatos  et  non  comparentes  a  celebracione  diuinor- 
um  /  et  laicos  quoscunque  sic  citatos  monitos 
preconisatos  exspectatos  et  non  comparentes  pro- 
nunciamus  contumaces  et  in  penam  huiusmodi  suarum 
contumaciarum  ipsos  et  ipsorum  quemlibet  ab  ingressu 
ecclesie  suspendimus  in  hijs  scriptis. 

In  Dei  nomine  Amen  Nos  Willelmus  permissione  diuina 
Lincolniensis  episcopus  visitacionem  nostram  ordin- 
arium  in  isto  decanatu  per  nos  exercitam  salua  nobis 
potestate  corrigendi  comperta  in  eadem  dissoluimus. 

In  Dei  nomine  Amen  Nos  Ricardus  Roston  decretorum 
doctor  reuerendi  in  Christo  patris  et  domini  domini 
Willelmi  dei  gracia  Lincohiiensis  episcopi  vicarius 
in  spiritualibus  generalis  Thomam  Austyn  de^  Isen- 
hampsted  Cheny  ad  hos  diem  et  locum  legitime 
citatum  et  nullo  modo  comparentem  pronunciamus 
contumacem  et  in  penam  contumacie  sue  huiusmodi 
ab  ingressu  ecclesie  suspendimus  in  hijs  scriptis, 

xiiij^io  Junij  anno  supradicto^  in  ecclesia  conuentuali 
prioratus  beate  Marie  Hunt'  coram  domino  episcopo 
iudicialiter  sedente  constituta  personaliter  Johanna 
Darby  viUe  Huntingdonie  de  dicendo  veritatem  ad 
sancta  euangelia  iurata  fatebatur  quod  Henricus  Parkar^ 
de  parrochia  sancti  Johannis  Huntingdonie  ad  duos 
annos  elapsos  contraxit  matrimonium  cum  prefata 
Johanna  et  banna  matrimonalia  inter  eosdem  edita 
fuerunt  /  et  quod  ipse  Henricus  Parkar  ab  eo  tempore 
vsque  in  hunc  diem  eandem  Johannam  Darby  amplexi- 
bus  tenuit  adulterinis  et  eam  pluries  cognouit  carnaliter  / 
Vnde  dominus  monuit  eandem  quod  deinceps  abstineret 
a  consorcio  eiusdem  Henrici  quousque  matrimonium 
inter  eos  fuerat  solemnisatum  sub  pena  excommunica- 
cionis  penitenciam  sibi  iniungendam  sibi  ipsi  reseruando. 

v^o  JuHj  Anno  domini  m^  ccccc^o  xviij^o  coram  magistro 
Thoma  Swayn  commissario  etc,  in  camera  quadam 
superiori  infra  prioratum  de  Gracedieu  iudicialiter 
sedente  constitutus  personaliter  Johannes  Melburne  de 
Dysewourth  et  fatebatur  se  carnaliter  cognouisse  et 
impregnasse  Elisabeth^  nuper  seruientem  patris  sui 
Cui  idem  dominus  commissarius  iniunxit  quod  ipse 
tribus  diebus  dominicis  proxime  sequentibus  antecedet 
crucem  et  processionem  in  ecclesia  parrochiali  de 
Dyseworth  predicta  more  penitentis  nudus  pedes  et 
tibias  capite  discooperto  cereum  ardentem  publice 
deferendo, 

*  The  name  Agnetem  Puddington  de  Badby  is  inserted  here. 
2  I.e.  1518.  -  Called  Richard  on  p.  8  above. 

*  Blank  for  name      »S  cancelled. 
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Die  Sabbati  xvij^^o  Junij  anno  domini  raillesimo  ccccc^o 
xviijmo  coram  magistro  Johanne  Silvester  commissario 
Leicestrie  in  aula  monasterij  de  Oselveston  constitutus 
personaliter  dominus  Johannes  Clement  vicarius  de 
parua  Dalby  et  Thomas  Villers  seruiens  magistri 
Johannis  Villers  firmarij  rectorie  ibidem,  idem  dominus^ 
Johannes  nomine  suo  et  idem  Thomas  nomine  magistri 
sui  promiserunt  stare  arbitrio  domini  episcopi  Lin- 
colniensis  super  materia  inter  eos  pro  decimis  granorum 
de  Ix  acris  terre  de  gleba  ibidem  sic  quod  huiusmodi 
laudum  feratur  per  dictum  dominum  episcopum  citra 
festum  Natalis  Domini  presentibus  magistro  Thoma 
Swayn  et  domino  Ricardo  Alkbarow  Rectore  de 
Borowe-  /  prouiso  quod  Thomas  Clement  de  Dalby 
predicta  habebit  custodiam  decimarum  huiusmodi 
granorum  hoc  anno  ad  vsum  eius  qui  victoriam  in 
causa  reportabit. 

1  Johannes  cancelled. 

■^  I.e.  Burrough-on-the-Hill, 
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Abbots  Ripton,  Hunts.,  5 

Abbotsley,  Himts.,   118 

Abingdon,  Berks.,  45  ;   abbey,  abbot  and 

convent  of,  137n 
Abkettleby,  Leic,  25  ;    f?hurc'h,  vicar  of, 

see  Myles 
Aby,  Line,  82 
Adam,  Dom.  Jolin,  70 
Adamson,   Agnes,    85 ;    Nicholas,   fellow 

of   Fotheringhay,    xciii 
Adderbury,    Oxon.,    xiii,    126.     See   also 

Bodicote 
Addington,  Bucks.,  46  ;  church,  rector  of, 

see  Hall 
Addlethorpe,  Line,   78;    chixrch,  rector 

of,  see  Bekensawe 
Adelarde,  Richard,  67 
Adstock,  Bucks.,  47  ;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Staple 

Adthesy Nicholas,    15 

Adwell,  Oxon.,   119 

Aethelwine,  ealdorman,  Ixiii 

Agas,  John,  and  wife,  134 

Agnes,  4 

Agnus,  Dom.  (Fulstow),  xxxv,  74  and  n, 

and  see  Neys 
Aiethorpe,  Line,  99 
Akeley,  deanery,  Leic,  21m,  27-30,   143 
Akeley,  Bucks.,  47 
Albury,  Oxon.,  139 
Alcester,      Warw.,      abbey     (afterwards 

priory),  abbot  and  convent  of,  9n 
Alcock,  William,  118 
Alcockes,  Dr.,  150 
Alconbury,    Hunts.,    xxxvi,    xlvi,    1-2 ; 

chvu-ch,  vicar  of,  see  Thomson 
Alcrofte,  Ralph,  53 
Aldbury,  Herts.,  102 
Aldenham,  Herts.,  xxxvi,    102  :  church, 

vicar  of,   see  Marshall ;  chaplain, 

see  Lacy. 
Alen,  John,  and  Agnes  his  wife,  xlviii, 

115 
Alewertes,  William,    135 
Alford,  Line,  81,  145,  ond  see  Birkhede 
Algarkirk,  Line,  69 
Algill,  see  Allingyll 
Alice,    servant   of   Richard    Sawncoen, 

68 ;    servant    of   vicar  of  Bring- 

hurst,    11. 
Alkbarow,     Dom.     Richard,     rector     of 

Burrough-on-tlie-Hill,    154 
Alkborough,  Line,   93 
Alkerton,  Oxon.,  126 
All,  Jolm,  95 
Allexton,  Leic,  33 
Allingyll,  Algill,  Dom.  David  (Hamble- 

den),   36 


Alnet,  Richard,  121 

Alnwick,    William,    bishop    of    Norwicli 

and   Lincoln,    xiv,    xv,    liv,    Ixxi, 

Ixxiii,  Ixxx,  Ixxxvii,  xciii ;  register 

of,  xix 
Alphege,  abbot  of  Ramsey,  Ixiii 
Althorpe,  Line,  xxix,  xlvii,  92  ;    church, 

rector  of,  see  Babyngton 
Alton  Borealis  (Alton  Pancras,  Dorset), 

prebend  in  Salisbury,  prebendary, 

see  Longland 
Alvesoot,  Oxon.,  133 
Alvingham,     Hawengham,     Line,     74 ; 

priory,     prior    and    convent,     73 

and  n,  74n 
Alwalton,  Hunts.,  4 
Alwey,    Richard,    vicar  of   Dunton   and 

Padbury,   41 
Alyn,  John,    12  ;    William,  Ivii 
Ambi'osden,      Oxon.,      121n,      and     see 

Ciu-tasse.     See  also  Piddington 
Ainersham,  Bucks.,  xxix,  38 
Ampthill,     Beds.,     xxiii,      107    and    n, 

141 
Amson,  Peter,  71 
And',  Mag.,  of  North  Aston,  129 
Anderby,   Line,   81  ;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Mawdesly 
Andi-ewes,  John,  129 
Andrew,  John,  of  Braunston,  28 
Angell,    Jolm,     7 ;     Thomas,    rector    of 

Barwell,  21 
Ankerwj'ke,  Bucks.,  priory,  Ixxxvi,  144, 

nvm  of,  see  Hubbart 
Annabill,  William,  79 
Annalcs  Monastici,  Ixxviiij? 
Anson,  William,  60 
Antony,  William,  Ixxxii 
Apdams,  Thomas,   129 
Apley.  Line,  63 
Applebv,  Leic,  22 
Appleby,  Line.  92,  93,  145 
Appleton,  Thomas,  canon  of  Thornton, 

Ixvi 
Apulbe,  Joan,  139 
Apulby,  Alice,   79 
Archceologia,  xxji 

Archceological  Journal,  xivn,  xxxivjz 
Ardeley,  Herts.,  Yardeley,  llU;    church, 

rector  of,  sec  Bray,  Briayn 
Ardley,   Oxon.,    122 
Arlesey,  Beds.,  113 
Amesby,  Yerenesby,  Leie,   17;    church, 

vicar  of,  see  Paybody 
Arnold,    John    and   Joan,    alleged   step- 
daughter of,  38  ;   Margaret,  68 
Arras,  congress  of,  xv 
Artoys,  John,  Ixxxi,  Ixxxii 
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Aschcomlie,  see  Askam 

Asfordby,  Leic,  33 

Asgarby,  Line,  (near  Homcastle),  see 
Weston  ;    prebend  of,  77 

AbIi,  Roger,  78 

Ashanipstead,  Oxon.     See  Mouer 

Ashby-cum-Fenby,  Line,  87 

"Ashby  Folville,  Leic,  31 

Ashby  Magna,  Leic,  14 

Ashby -by-Partney,  Line,  xlviii,  81,  and 
see  Reysull 

Ashby  Parva,  Leic,  19 

Ashby -de-la-Zouch,  Leic,  xxix,  29,  3(t 

Ashebuni,  Dom.  Thomas  (Flamstead), 
100 

Asliendon,  Bucks.,  50 

Ashridge,  Bucks.,  141  :  house  of  the 
Precioxis  Blood,  Ixxii  and  n ; 
rector  and  fellows  of,  30,  43», 
lOln,  123w 

Asliton,   Hugh,   archdeacon   of  York,   ci 

Ashwell,  Herts.,  xxxi,  xl,  109-110; 
church,  chaplain  in,  see  Bag- 
thwayte 

Askam,  Aschcome,  Robert,  rector  of 
Leckhampstead,   40 

Askyll,  Richard,  129 

Aslackby,  Asellaby,  Line,  57,  ami  see 
Graveden ;  church,  vicar  of,  see 
Thakwray 

Aslackhoe,  deanery.  Line,  93}!,  94-96, 
145 

Aspenden,  Herts.,  110;  chui'ch,  curate 
of,  see  Denby 

Aspley  Guise,  Beds.,  108 

Assheton,  Richard,  abbot  of  Peter- 
borough, register  of,  xviii/i 

Assoc.  Archit.  Soc.  Reports  and  Papers, 
xiiin,  Iviiiji,  18n 

Astelden,  Thomas,  109 

Asthall,  Oxon..  133 

Aston,  deanery,   Oxon.,    119-121,    147 

Aston,  Herts.,  Ill 

Aston  Clinton,  Bucks.,  39 

Aston  Flamville,  Leic,  14n 

Aston  Rowant,  Oxon.,  121.  See  also 
Stokenchurch 

Aston  Sandford,  Bucks.,  50;  chui'ch, 
rector  of,  see  Walkar 

Astwick,  Beds.,  114 

Astwood,  Bucks.,  51 

Aswardhurn,  Line,  deanery,  see  Lafford 

Att(er)clyff,  Seth,  canon  of  the  Newarke 
college,  Leicester,  rector  of  Hogs- 
ton,  xciii,  42 

Atwater,  Roger,  xlviii,  39 ;  William, 
bishop  of  Lincoln,  fellow  of 
Magdalen,  rector  of  Ditcheat, 
chancellor  of  Lincoln,  canon  of 
Windsor,  dean  of  the  Chapel 
Royal,  Salisbuiy,  and  St.  Stephen's 
Westminster,  etc.,  xvi,  xvii,  and 
passim,  register  of,  xix 

Audley,  Edmund,  bishop  of  Rochester, 
Hereford  and  Salisbury,   xcix,  ci 


Auerleyser,   Dom.   Robert  (Medboume), 

12 
Aukland,  William,  xlvii,  92 
Austyn,  John,  wife  of,  59  ;    Thomas,  of 

Chenies,  153 
Authorpe,  Line,  74 

Aveland,  deanery,  Line,  55-58,  145,  146 
Averey.  T.,  15;    Elizabeth,  130 
Awkenbvuy  Weston,  'in,  and  see  Alcon- 

bury 
Awnesley,  James,  37 
Aydr[ian],  Sextus,  xlviii,  107 
Aylesbury,  Bucks.,  39,  41,  144;    vale  of, 

xxix 
Aylesby,  Line,   1,   80 
Aylestone,  Leic,  19 
Ayleton,  see  Elton 
Aylwyn,     William,     monk    of    Ramsey, 

Ixiii 
Ayot  St.  Lawrence,  Herts.,  Ill 
Ayot  St.  Peter,  Herts.,  HI 


Baar,  William,  of  Laughton,  94 
Babyngton,  Sir  John,  Ixvii ;  Mag.  Ralph, 

rector  of  Althorpe,  xxix,  92 
Bachelor,  Robert,  59 
Badby,  Northants.,  see  Puddington 
Badcock,  see  Batcok 
Baginton,  Wai'w.,  church,  rector  of,  see 

Pysford 
Bagley,  Joan,  29 
Bagtliwayte,    Dom.    Thomas    (Ashwell), 

vicar  of  Mitcham  and  Canewdon, 

xxxi,  109-110 
Bakar,  William,  5 
Baker,  John,  of  Totternhoe,  103 
Baldock,     Herts.,      109     and     n,      142; 

deanery,  Herts.,  109-111 
Ball,  T.,  20 
Ballard,  William,  21 
Baluot,  Henry,  38  ;  Jolm  and  his  mother, 

38 
Bampton-in-the-Bush,         Oxon.,        xiii, 

xxxvii,   xlix,    131  ;    church,   vicar 

of,  see  Simondes 
Banbury,  Oxon.,  lii,  Ixxx,  12Qn,  127  and 

n,  147,  and  see  Tucker 
Banester,  Thomas,   125 
Bangor,      Carnarvon,      bishop     of,     see 

Herring,  Hutton 
Barmam,  Richard,   17 
Barbar,  Alice,  92 
Barcar,  John,  canon  of  Thornton  abbey, 

Ixvii 
Bardney,    Line,    64.      See    also    Buget 
,  abbey,  liv.,  Ixi,  Ixii,   145 ;  abbot 

of,  see  Martou ;   abbot  and  convent 

of,    xiv,    XXV n,   Ixxii,    56,  80,   81 ; 

monks  of,  see  Bardney 
,  Richard  and  Robert,  monks  of 

Bardney,  Ixii 
Barfield.  Edward,  of  the  Chamber,  Ixix 
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Barford   Magna,    Barkford,    Beds.,    117, 

and  see  Whalley 
Barford  Parva,  Beds.,  114 
Barford  St.  Michael,   Oxon.,    127 
Barkby,  Leic,  xlv,   32.     Sec  also  North 

Thiirmaston 
Barkford,  see  Barford  Magna 
Barkston-by-Belvoir,   Leic,   24 
Barlestone  (in  Market  Bosworth),  Leic, 

23 
Barlings,   Line,   98n 
,  abbey,  abbot  of,   see  Mackerel  1 ; 

abbot  and  convent  of,    56«,    99n 

(bis)  ;    canon  of,   see  Thomas 
Barnard,  Joan,  91  ;    William,  of  Chilton, 

120 
Bametby,  Line,  91 

Bamewell,  Alice,  53  ;    William,  of  Han- 
slope,  53 
Bamoldby-le-Beck,  Line,  84 
Bamys,  Thomas,  137 
Barow,  Barowe,  James,  of  Horneastle,  21 
BaiTet,  John,  xlvi,  71  ;    Thomas,  59 
Barrow-on-Humber,   Line,   89-9(1 
Barrow-on-Soar,     Leic,     xliv,     xlv,     28. 

See  also  Mountsorrel,  Quorn 
Barton,  Amy,  29 
Barton  and  Colwall,  prebend  in  Hereford, 

prebendary  of,  see  Clifton 
Barton-in-the-Clay,  Beds.,  103 
Barton-in-Fabis  (in  Nailstone),  Leic,  22 
Barton  Hartshorn,  Sturton  (sic),  Bucks., 

46  and  n 
Barton-on-Humber,  Line,  xxxvi,  87-88  ; 

church,    curate    of,    see    George 
Barton  Magna,  see  Steeple  Barton 
Barwell,  Leic,  xliv,  21  ;    church,  rector 

of,    see    Angell,    chaplain    in,    see 

Tayler.     See  also  Stapleton 
Basse,  Richard,  55 
Baston,      Robert,      canon     of     Bourne, 

Ixxxviii ;    Thomas,  naaster  of  the 

guild  of  St.  MarJ^  Brinkhill,  66 
Batcok,   Badcock,   Hem-y,   xlviii,    107 
Bate,  Dom.  Roger  (Wyberton),  7U 
Bateman,  William,  29,  53 
Bath,  Somerset,  xxxi 
Bathe,  Thomas,  canon  of  Leicester  abbey, 

Ixix 
Battlesden,  Beds.,   103 
Baumber,  Line,  67-68,  and  sec  Walys 
Bayford  (in  Essendon),  Herts.,   Ill 
Bayly,  William,  37 
Bayn,  Robert,  and  wife,  88 
Beachampton,      Bucks.,      48 ;       church, 

rector  of,  see  Cristian 
Beaconsfield,  Bucks.,  xlviii,  lii,  37 
Beauchamp,  Julian,  nun  of  Littlemore, 

Ixxvi,  Ixxvii 
Beaufort,  Henry,  bishop  of  Lincoln  antl 

Winchester,  xiv,  36» 
Beaulieu,     Hants.,     abbey,     abbot     and 

convent,  132n 
Beaumont,  Robert,  earl  of  Leicester,  x 
Beche,   Robert,   see  Slaymaker 


Beckley,  Oxon.,  137n.     6'ee  also  Studley 
Bedell,     Thomas,     20 ;      Dom.     WiUiam 

(Heather),  20 
Bedford,     xxii,     Ixxii,     101,     141,     148 
archdeaconry   of,    ix,    xx,    xxii, 

146,  148 
churches:    St.  Cuthbert,    104n 

St.    John,    105;     St.    Mary,    106 

St.  Paul,  Ixxxviii,  104)i,  144,  150 

St.  Peter  (Dunstable  and  Martin), 

xlviii,    106,    107 

,   deanery  of,    104-107,    141 

,   official  of  archdeacon,  150 

Bedfordshire,    ix,     x ;      monasteries    of, 

Ixxiv,  Ixxxiii 
Beeby,  Leic,  31 
Beelsby,   Line,   85 ;    church,   rector  of, 

see  Draper 
Beesby-in-the-Marsh,   Lhie,   83 
Begbrooke,  Oxon.,  xxxiii,   128;    church, 

rector  of,  see  Russell 
Beggary,  Bygam  (in  Eaton  Socon),  Beds., 

116n- 
Bek,  Thomas,  xxxv.,  43 
Beke,  Agnes,  67 
Bekensawe,     Mag.     Gilbert,     canon     of 

Newarke  college,  Leicester,  rector 

of  Addlethorpe,  xciii,  78 
Bekket,  Nicholas,   12 
Bekyswike,  see  Begwick 
Beler,  Roger,  Ixxxix 
Belgrave,    Leic,    33.     See  also   Birstall, 

South  Thurmaston 

William,  19 

Bell,  George,  40  :    Elizabeth,  97  ;    John, 

123  ;   Ricliard,  of  Stickney,  77 
Belleau,  Hello,  Line,  82.     See  also  Clay- 

thorpe 
Beltisloe,  Line,  deanery,  90n,  146,   149, 

152 
Bel  ton,  Leic,  28 
Belton-in-Axholme,   Line,   97 
Belvoir,  Leic,  priory,  x  and  n,  146  ;   vale 

of,  xxxi,  lii 
Behvood,     Mag.     Robert,     97,    atid    see 

Freman,  Wylson 
Benett,  John,  of  Emington,  40 
Bengeo,  Herts.,  Ill 
Benington,  Line,  59h 
Bennington,  Herts.,  109?( 
Benniworth,  Line,  64 
Bensted,  Mag.  Andrew,  rector  of  Great 

Horwood,  44 
Bently,  Dr.,   137 
Berde,     John,     vicar     of    Shabbington, 

49 
Berkhampstead,  Herts.,  141 
,    chiu-ches  :     St.    Mary    (North- 
church),    xxxii,    101  ;     St.    Peter, 

100«,    102 

deanery,   100-102,   141 

Berkhampstead    Parva,    Herts.,    113n 
Berston,  John,  61 
Beswick,  see  Bexwik 
Betaon,  Henry,  62 
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Beverley,  Yorks.  E.R.,  xxxi,  94,  105; 
collegiate  church,  Ixxxviii,  Ixxxix  ; 
Chapter  Act  Book,  105n 

Bevre,  Bewre,  Agnes  and  John,  47 

Bevys,  Henry,  4 

Bexwik,  Bekyswike,  Beswick,  John, 
rector  of  Cublington,   xxix,   44 

•Bicester,  Oxon.,  xxiv,  125,  147  ;  deanery, 
121-125  ;  priory,  prior  and  con- 
vent of,  125  and  n,  146.  See  also 
Stratton  Audley 

Bicker,  Line,  71  ;  church,  vicar  of,  see 
Massingberd 

Biddenham,  Beds.,  105  ;  church,  vicar  of, 
see  Haleti'eholme 

Bierton,  Bucks.,  39n 

Bigby,  Line,  90 

Biggin,  Hunts.,  Ixv 

Biggleswade,  Beds.,  xxiii,  113u,  142 

Bilcok,  William,  107 

Billesdon,  Leic,  11  ;  church,  vicar  of, 
see   Pachett.     See   also   Rolleston 

Billingborough,  Line,  55 

Billinghay,  Line,  see  Dogdyko 

Bilsby,  Line,  8In 

Binbrook,  Line,  St.  Gabriel,  87h,  9Uh  ; 
St.  Mary,  90 

Binham  priory,  Norfolk,  xiv 

Birchmore,  Beds.,  108.     »See  oZso  Woburn 

Birges,  William,  4 

Birkhede,  Jolm,  of  Alford,  80 

Birstall,  Leic.  (in  Belgrave),  32 

Birthorpe,    Line    (in   Sempringhan^),    56 

Biscathorpe,  Line,  65 

Bisham,  Berks.,  priory,  prior  and  con- 
vent, 35,  36n 

Bishop,  Margaret,  81 

Bishop  Norton,  Line,  94n 

Bishops  Wooburn,  see  Woobuni 

Bitteswell,  Leic,  14 

Blaby,  Leic,  15.  See  also  Countes- 
thorjje 

Black  Death,  the,  xliii 

Black   Bourton,    Oxon.,    xxxvi,   133-134 

Blacke,  John,  70 

Blackwall,  Wilham,  29 

Bladon,  Oxon.,  xxxiii,  130 

Blamire,    John,    rector    of    Cottinghain, 
■    xxxii 

Blanch,  29 

Blane,  William,  115 

Bledlow,  Bucks.,  40 

Bletchingdon,  Oxon.,  125;  church, 
rector  of,  see  Hilton 

Bletchley,  Bucks.,  52  ;  church,  rector 
of,  51 

BletBoe,  Beds.,  105 

Blont,  Christopher,   15 

Blot,  Dom.  John,  vicar  of  Swanbourne, 
43 

Bloxham,  Oxon.,  127,  and  see  Brampton. 
See  also  Milcoiube 

,  Dom.  Thomas  (Shangton),  8 

Blunham,  Beds.,  xlix,  113,  114n,  a^id  see 
Spenser 


Bluntisham,  Hunts.,  6 

Blyborough,  Line,  xxxi,  94 

Blyth,  Thomas,  116 

Blj'the,    Dom.    Robert,    rector   of   East 

Torrington,    65 
Blyton,  Line,  97 
Boarstall,  Bucks,  (in  Oakley),  49 
Bocher,  Dom.  John  (Croyland),  58 
Boddington,  Northt.,  xxxi,  22 
Bodicote  (in  Adderbury),  Oxon.,  126)( 
BokjTigham,    John,    bishop   of   Lincohi, 

xiii ;    register  of,  xix 
Boler,  John,  121 
Bolingbroke,  Line,  76 ;    deanery,  75-78, 

145 
Bollam,  Master,  Ixii 
Bolnhurst,   Beds.,    113 
Bonby,  Line,  90 
Bond,   Henry,  rector  of  Waltou-on-the- 

Wolds,   30  ;    Mag.  William,  vicar 

of  Moulton,  60 
Bone,  Margery,  lii 
Bonhommes,  Order  of,  Ixxii  and  n 
Boone,  Robert,  canon  of  Newarke  college, 

Leicester,  xcii 
Booth,  Bothe,  Charles,  bisliop  of  Here- 
ford,   register  of,    148 ;     William, 

archbishop   of   York,    register  of, 

xviiin 
Boothby,   Line,  wapentake  of,    146 
Borage,  John,  daughter  of,  97 
Borawe,  Simon,  1,  100 
Borough,  William,  97 
Borow,  Jolm,  15;    Sir  Thomas,  junr. ,  93 
Boston,    Line,    xxix,    xxxi,    xlvi,    xlvii, 

xlviii,  Ixi,  o9n,  69,   145 
Boswourth,  see  Husbands  Bosworth 
Boterey,  152 

Botolphbridge,  Hunts.,  xlviii,  4 
Bottesford,  Leic,  25 
Bottesford,  Line,  92 
Botylmaker,  Robert,  32 
Bourne,    Line,    xxviii,    xlvi,    55,    57-58, 

145 
,    abbey,    Ixxii,    Ixxxvii-lxxxviii, 

145  ;   abbot  and  convent  of,  57n ; 

canons   of,    see    Bastou,    Halton, 

Pounfrett,  Todd 
Bourton    Magna    (in    Cropredv),    Oxon., 

126)1 
Boveney  (in  Buruham),  Bucks.,  38 
Bovingdon   (in   Hemel   Hempstead), 

Herts.,  101 
Bow  Brickhill,  Bucks.,  51 
Bowden,  John,  4 
Bowden  Magna,  Leic,  13 
Bower,  Henry,  78 
Bowles,   Alice,   nmi   of   Elstow,    Ixxxiv, 

Ixxxv 
Bowte,  John,  71 
Boyfield,  Alice,  nun  of  Elstow,  Ixxxiii ; 

Elizabeth,     abbess     of     Elstow, 
Ixxxii-lxxxv 
Brabyson,  William,  26 
Brackley,  Northt.,  deanery  of,  151 
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Bradenhain,  Bucks.,  36;    church,  rector 

of,  see  Redbercl 
Bradenstoke,    Wilts.,   priory,   prior   and 

convent  of,  129h 
Bradley,  Line,  87 

,  John,  66 

Bradshaw-,  Thomas  (North  Stoke),  xxxiii 
Bradwell,  Bucks.,  52,  53,   141  ;    church, 

vicar  of,  see  Foston 
,  priory,  141>i ;  prior  and  convent 

of,  46 
Bramfield,  Herts.,   Ill 
Brampton,  Hunts.,   \n 

,  Thomas,  of  Bloxham,  123 

Braniston,  Thomas,  12 
Brancaster,  Norfolk,  Ixiii 

Thomas,  monk  of  Ran  .sey,  Ixv 

Branston-by-Belvoir,  Leic,  24 
Bratoft,    Line,    79 ;     church,    rector   of, 

see  Clyfton 
Brattleby,  Line,  100 
Braunston  (in  GlerLfield),  Leic,   19,  and 

see  Androw 
Bray,  Sir  Reynold,  Iviii ;    Thomas,  vicar 

of  Ardelev,   87,  and  see  Briavn 
Braye,  93 

Brayfield-on-the-Green,    Northt.,    o'Sn 
Braytofte,     Benedict,     rector     of     Low 

Toynton,  76 
Breedon-on-the-Hill,  Leic,   28 
Brentingby    (in   Thorpe   Arnold),    Leic, 

24 
Brett,  Richard,   128;    Thomas,    128 
Brian,  Mag.,  49 
BriajTi,  Bryan,  Thomas,  rector  of  North 

Coates,  87,  mid  see  Bray 
Brickhill  Magna,  Bucks.,  obi 
Brickhill  Parva,  Bucks.,  51  n 
Bridgwater,  Somerset,  xvi 
Bridlington,  Yorks.,  E.R.,  priory,  prior 

and  convent,  67 
Brigg  (in  Wrawby),  Line,  xxxi 
Brigges,  Dom.  John  (Stony  Stratford),  54 
Brightwell,  Thomas,  54 
Brightwell  Baldwin,  Oxon.,  119,  and  see 

Cottesmore 
Brigslev,  Line,  84,  85 
Brill.  Bucks.,  49 
Bringhurst,     Leic,     xviii/i,     xxvn,     11; 

church,  vicar  of,  see  Worthington. 

See  also  Easton  Magna 
Brington,  Hunts.,  1  and  n,  3h     See  also 

B>-thorn,  Old  Weston 
Brinkhill,  Line,  xlvi,   66 ;    guild  of  St. 

Mary,  master  of,  see  Baston 
Britwell  Salome,  Oxon,  121 
Brixworth,  Northt.,  church  of,  prebend 

in  Salisbury,  xii 
Brize  Norton,  Oxon.,  131« 
Broadwell,  Oxon.,  xxxviii,  xlvi,  132/(,  134 

See  also  Holwell,  Kelmscott 
Brock,  Thomas,  49 
Brocklesby,    Line,    91  ;     church,    rector 

of,  see  Esington 
BrodbysiuTi,  Helena,  32 


Brodehed,    William,    rector    of    Middle 

Claydon,    50 
Broke,  William,  58;    Mag.,  121 
Brokesby,    Richard,    canon   of   Newarke 

college,   Leicester,   dean  of  Hast- 
ings, xciii 
Bromewiche,  rector  of  Keyston,  3 
Bromham,  Beds.,  107 
Brompton-in-Pickering-Lythe,       Yorks., 

N.R.,  xviiin 
Brooksby,  Leic,  30)i 
Broughton,  Bucks.,  51 
Broughton,  Hunts.,  Ixv,  7,    118,  atid  see 

Lambert 
Broughton,  Line,  93 
Broughton,  Oxon.,  Hi,  127 
Broughton,  Henry,  97  ;    Hugh,  monk  of 

Ramsey,    Ixiv ;     John,    vicar    of 

King's  Norton,  8  ;    Robert,  canon 

of  Leicester  abbey,  Ixviii 
Broughton  Astley,  Leic,  14 
Broughton  Poggs,  Oxon.,   131 
Brown,   John,    smith,    100 ;    Lewse,    71  ; 

Mary-,    104;     Mag.    William,    21; 

William,  Ixxxvi 
Browne,  Elizabeth,   73 ;    John,    16,   90 ; 

William,  wife  of,  xlvi,  140 
Broxholme,  Line,  99 
Brudenell,   George,   rector  of  Quahiton, 

Bucks.,  xlvi,  48 
Bruntingthorpe,  Leic,  18 
Bryan,  Sir  Francis,  49 
Bryde,  Agnes,  of  Kingston  Blount,   120 
Brymeley,  John,  107 
Brytane,  William,  107 
Buckden,    Himts.,    xxiii.    In,    llln,    142 
Buckingham,  45,  144  ;    archdeaconry  of, 

Ix,    XX,    xxii,    144 ;     deanery    of, 

45-48,      144.     See     also     King's 

Sutton,  prebend 
Buckinghamshire,     ix,     x,     xxiv,     xxix, 

Ixxviii 
Buckland,    Minchin   (wrongly   Butteley), 

Somerset,     priorj-,     prioress    and 

convent  of,  xxix,  70 
Buckminster,  Leic,  26 
Bucknell,    Oxon.,    124 ;     church,    ciuate 

of,   123 
Buckworth,  Hunts.,   In 
Buget  (?  near  Bardney,  Line),  see  Y.T\vytt 
Bullington,  Line,  priory,  xlii,  63n  ;   prior 

and  convent  of,  79,  80n,  94>(,  95, 

96 
Bullok,  Rose,  relict  of  Thomas,  80 
Burdewes,  Maud,  45 

Bvirford,  Oxon.,  133.     See  also  Fulbrook 
Burges,    Mag.   Jolm,   coimnissarj-,    Ixxx, 

xcvi,  55,  147,   149,  150 
Burgh,  Line,  79 
Burgh-on-Bain,  Line,  65  ;    church,  vicar 

of,  see  Missenden 
Bumoll,  Dr.,    150 
Biuiiham,    Bucks,    37h,    144 :     see    also 

Boveney  ;    abbey,   144  ;    deanery, 

37-39,  55n,   144 
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Burrough-on-the-Hill,  Leic,  26  ;   church, 

rector  of,  see  Alkbarow 
Burtofte,  William,  74 
Burton,  John,  prior  of  St.  Frideswide's, 

Oxford,   Ixxviii,  Ixxix ;    Thomas, 

22,  49 ;    Thomas,   Hist.   Heming- 

trough,  xxxvi,  102n  ;    William,  of 

Sawtry,  5 
Burton-le-Coggles,  Line,  church,  rector 

of,  see  Totofte 
Burton-in-Kendal,  Westm.,  xxvi 
Burton  Lazars,  Leic,  143;   house  of,  8 
Burton-by-Lincoln,   Line,    99 
Burton  juxta  Marton,  see  Gate  Biu-ton 
Bvu"ton  Overey,  Leic,  13 
Burton  Stather,  Line,  92,  92n  (bis) 
Burwell,  Camb.,  Ixiv 
Burwell,  Line,  74 

Burwell,  Jolin,  monk  of  Ramsey,  Ixv 
Burwhite,   Robert,   67 
Bury,  Hunts.,  5;    church,  en- 
Bury  St.  Edmvuids,  Suff.,  abbey,  xiv 
Burystead,  Hvmts.,  Ixv 
Bushmead,  Beds.,  priory,  Ixxii,  Ixxiv 
Buslingthorpe,  Line,  98ii 
Busson,  John,  125 
Buston,  Elen,  125 
Butcher,  Richard,  124 
Butler,  Edith,  HI;   William,  84 
Butteley,  see  Buckland 
Butterwick,  Line,  69 
Byard,    Mag.    John,    fellow    of    Lincoln 

college,  Oxford,  xcix,  c 
Bygarn,  see  Beggary 
Bygrave,  Herts.,  I09n 
Byrde,  Thomas,  fellow  of  Fotheringhay, 

xciv 
Byrtby,  Dom.  Joh.  (Stretton  Parva),  8 
Bythorn  (in  Brington),  Hunts.,  Ir),  2,  'Sn 


C,  Mag.,  135 

Caboum,  Line,  Kaburne,  84 

Caddington,  Beds.,  104 

Cadeby,  Leic,  xxxi,  20  :    church,  rector 

of,    see   Sutton ;    chaplain  in,  see 

Stone 
Cadmore  End,  Oxon.,  see  Mouer 
Cadney,  Line,  89 
Caenby,  Line,  95 
Caistor,  Line,  87/i 
Calceby,  Line,  81 
Calcethorpe,  Line,  72 
Calcewaith,  Line,  deanery,  81-83,  145 
Calcote,   Robert,   of  Middleton  Cheney, 

wife  of,  127 
Caldecote,  Herts.,  110 
Caldecote,  Hunts.,  3/i 
Caldwell,  Beds.,  priory,  xxii,  Ixxiv,  141  ; 

prior  and  convent  of,  17,  42,  105n, 

115  ;   canon  of,  see  Leycestre 
Calendar  of  Papal  Letters,  xi7t,  Ixxiii/i,  40n 
Calendar  of  Patent  Rolls,  Ixxiv/i,  Ixxxixn, 

xcivn,  36n 


Calverton,  Bucks.,  52 
Calyver,  William,  Ivi 
Cambridge,  xxxii,  xliv,  xci,  65  (bis) 

,  University  of,  xiv,  chancellor  of, 

see  Lumley,  Rotherham,  Scrope 
,  Clare  hall,  master  and  fellows  of, 

89n 
,    Jesus    college,    fellows    of,    see 

Herring,  Hutton 
King's   college,    xv,    xcviii,    96, 

chapel  of,    Ix,  ci,  provost  of,  see 

Cliedwortli 

,  King's  hall,  xv,  106 

,  Pembroke  college,  master  of,  see 

Rotherham 

,  Queen's  college,  xv 

St.  John's  college,  xxxiii,  ci,  105h, 

fellow  of,  see  Stanley 

Trinity  college,  106» 

,  Trinity  hall,  xv,  master  of,  see 

Lumley 

church  of  Little  St.  Mary,  ci 

Cambridgeshire,  Ixiii 

Cammeringham,  Line,  95 

Campion,    Edmund,    fellow    of    Lincoln 

college,  Oxford,  xcix,  c  ;   John,  17 
Campton,  Beds.,  113 
Campj'on,  Jolm,  6 
Candlesby,  Line,  xxxviii,  78 
Candloshoe,    Line,   deanery,    78-81,    145 
Canewdon,   Essex,   chiu-ch,  vicar  of,  see 

Bagthwayte 
Cannington,  Somerset,  xvi 
Canons  Ash  by,  Northt.,   147 
priory,    prior    and    convent    of, 

105n,  il6 
Canterbury,  archbishop  of,  137rt,  and  see 

Chichele,   Herring,  Hutton,  War- 
ham,   Winchelsey 
,     cathedral    church,     dean    and 

chapter    of,    xciii,    dean    of,    see 

Wotton 
priory  of  St.  Gregory,  prior  and 

convent  of,  50 
Caor,  Dom.  John  (West  Ravendale),  84» 
Capper,  James,  139 
Carcolston,  Notts.,  church  of,  xxvm 
Cardington,   Beds.,   Garyngton,   105 
Cardman,  Isabel,  66 
Carlisle,  bishop  of,  parson  of  Horncastle, 

xiii,  21 
Carlton,  Beds.,   105;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Permynter 
Carlton   Curlieu,    Leic,    xxvii,    10.     6'ee 

also  Ilston 
Carlton  Magna,  Line,  72 
Carlton  Parva,  Line,  75 
Carter,  Cartar,  Mag.,  91;    Richard,  49; 

Robert,    wife    of,    59 ;     Thomas, 

69  ;    Dom.  William  (Saddington), 

12 
Carthusian  Order,  x 
Cartwright,  Richard,  vicar  of  Croft  and 

Mumby,  80  and  n 
Carvyll,  Simon,  77 
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Caesewell,  Anthony,  vicar  of  Whitchvirch, 

45 
Castle  Ashby,  Northt.,  see  Heiton 
Cassington,  Oxon.,  128 
Castle  Carlton,  Lino.,  72/i 
Castle  Donington,  Leic,  29 
Castlethorpe   (in  Hanslope),   Bucks.,    71 
Catesby,  Northt.,  priory,  Ixxv,   147 

,  Thomas,  Ixxv 

Catthorpe,  Thorp  Thomas,  Leic,  IS 
Catworth  Magi^a,  Hunts.,  3 
Caulo,  Jolm,  xlvii,  70 
Caversfield,  Bucks.,  45n 
Cawthorpe  Parva,  Line,  74,  82 
Cayshoo,  see  Keysoe 
Cecilj',  xxxiv,  49 
Cerceden,  sec  Sarsden 
Chacobbe,  Jolm,  119 
Chacombe,    Northt.,    priorj',    147 
Chadlington  (in  Charlbury),  Oxon.,   135 
Chalcedon,  bishop  of,  see  IMackerell 
Clialender,  Dom.  Richard  (Quadring),  70 
Clialfont  St.  Giles,  Bucks.,  37 
Chalfont  St.  Peter,  Bucks.,  37,  38 
Chalgrave,  Beds.,  xxxi,  102,  103  ;  cluu-ch, 

rector  of,  see  Wjmgate 
Chalgrove,  Oxon.,  121 
Chamber,  Edward  of  the,  see  Barfield  ; 

John,  abbot,  afterwards  bishop  of 

Peterboi'ough,   Ixiii 
Chamberleyn,     Chambiirlevn,     Richard, 

136  ;    William,  136  " 
Cliapman,  Alice,  122  ;    Avis,  81 
Charlbury,     Oxon,     135-136.     See    also 

Chadlington 
Charlton-on-OLiiioor,         Oxon.,  124 ; 

church,     rector    of,     see    Hilton, 

LasjTiby 
Charnwood  forest,  Leic,  xlii,  xlv 
Chastleton,  Oxon.,  135,  and  see  Skeling- 

ton 
Chaucer,  Geoffrey,  xxxi,  xxxviii,  xxxix, 

xlvi 
Chaumberleyn,  Robert,  16 
Chaumerlyn,  John,  4 
Chauncy,  xcii 
Chaundeler,  Richard,  125 
Chearsley,  Bucks.,  48>i 
Cheddington,    Bucks.,    lii,    42 ;     church, 

rector  of,  see  Clereborow 
Chedworth,    John,    provost    of    King's 

college,     Cambridge,     biBhojD     of 

Lincoln,  xv 
Chellington,  Beds.,  Mondchelyngton,  107 
Chenies,  Isenhampsted  Cheyney,  Bucks., 

38,  aiid  see  Austyn 
Cherry  Willingham,  Line,  99 
Chesham  Leicester,   Bucks.,  xxxv,   37u, 

44,  55 
Cliesham  Wobuni,  Bucks.,  37n,  don 
Chesterton,  Oxon.,  123-124 
Chetwode,  Bucks.,  xxviii,  45 
Cheyne,  Lady,  xcvi 

Chichele,  Henry,  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, xi,  xe 


Chicholey,  Bucks.,  5ln 

Chicksands,  Beds.,  priory,  prior  and  con- 
vent of,  42/(,  105,  109n,  lldn 

Chiltern  hills,  xxviii 

Chilton,  Bucks.,  48/i,  120,  a«d  sec  Barnard 

Chiimor,  Oxon.,  120 

(.'hipney,  Agnes,  wife  of  William,  7 

Chipping  Norton,  Oxon.,  xxxix,  lii,  134- 
135,  135  ;  church,  chaplain  in,  see 
Waltere;  deanery,  134-136,  147 

Chivesfield  (in  Graveley),  Herts.,  112 

Christopher,  99 

Church  Langton,  Leic,  9  :  church,  rector 
of,  sec  Polydore ;  chai)laiii  in,  see 
CoUyn.  >S'ee  also  Thorpe  Langton, 
Tur  Langton 

Churchill,  Oxon.,  134rt 

Cistercian  Order,  x 

Clanfield,  Oxon.,  132 

Clapham,  Beds.,  105;  deanery,  101»(, 
104-107,   141 

Clai',  John,  vicar  of  Oakley,  49 

Clai'k,  Jolin,  53  ;  Jolm,  vicar  of  Wing, 
43  ;  John,  servant  of  Hvunphrey 
Walcote,  xlvi,  57  ;  John,  wife  of, 
xlviii,  113;  Robert,  91;  Dom. 
William  (Croyland),  58 

Clarke,  William,  12,  70 

Clarkson,  Agnes,  85 

Claxby  (near  Alford),  Line,  82 

Claxby  (near  Market  Rasen),   Line,   89 

Claxby  Pluckacre,  Line,  68 

Claxton,  see  Long  Clawson 

Claxton,  Mag.  Lancelot,  rector  of 
Hambleden,  36 

Claybrooke,  Leic,  14»i 

Claydon  (in  Cropredy),  Oxon.,  126w 

Claythorpe  (in  Belleau),  Line,  see  Lobley 

Clee,  Line,  xxxvi,  87 

Clement,  John,  vicar  of  Dalby  Parva, 
154 ;  Thomas,  of  Dalby  Parva, 
154 

Clereborow,  Mag.  James,  rector  of 
Cheddington,  42 

Gierke,  Jolin,  78  ;  Robert,  91  ;  Thomas, 
rector  of  Glooston,  9 

Cleydon,  John,  rector  of  Mursley,   42 

Clifton,  Beds.,  113 

,  see  Clifton 

Clifton  Reynes,  Bucks.,  53 

Clophill,  Beds.,  108 

Clothall,  Herts.,  110 

Clowd,  Michael,  139 

Clo^vne,  William,  abbot  of  Leicester, 
Ixvii 

Cloyd,  Michael,   119 

Clu ,  Dom.  Roger  ( Wyham),  75 

Clmiiac  Order,  x 

Clyfford,  Wilham,  129 

Clyfton,  Dr.  Gamaliel,  rector  of  Kirkby- 
on-Baiu,  Mviston  and  Surfleet, 
canon  of  Hereford,  Windsor  and 
York,  dean  of  Hereford,  xxxi  and 
»i,  25 ;  Mag.  William,  rector  of 
Bratoft,  79 
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Clympton,  see  Glympton 

Coates  Magna,  Line,  83n 

Coates  Parva,  Line,  87 

Cockayne  Hatley,  Beds.,   115 

Cocke,  John,   127 

Cockes,  William,  127 

Cockson,    Cokson,    Coxson,    Dom.    John 

(Ingoldmells),  78  and  n 
Cockthorpe     (in     Ducklington),     Oxon., 

132  ;       chapel,      curate     of,      see 

Florence 
Cogges,  Oxon.,  xxix,  128;    cliurch,  vicar 

of,  see  Stag 
Cok,  Robert,  90 
Coke,    John,    xlviii,    85 ;     Richard,    90 ; 

Thomas,  85 
Cokson,  see  Coclison 
Colbvs,  John,  9 
CokrBrayfiold,  Bucks.,  53 
Cold  Hanworth,  Line,  94 
Cold  Norton,  Oxon.,  priory,  147 
Cold  Overton,  Leic,  25 
Cole  Orton,  Orton,  Leic,  27,  28 
Coll,  William,  115 

Collectanea  Anglo-Prcemonstratensia,  91n 
CoUes,  William,  126 
Collins,  Nicholas,  29 
Collyn,  Dom.  Gerard  (Church  Langton), 

9 
Collys,  of  Preston,  123 
Colman,  Alice,  nun  of  Nmicoton,  Ixxv  ; 

W^illiam,  sen.,  54 
Cohnworth,  Beds.,  lion 
Colnbrook  (in  Horton  and  Wraysbury), 

Bucks.,  38 
Colne  (in  Somersham),  Himts.,  7 
Colyer,  Agnes,  45 
Colyns,  Richard,  13G 
Colynson,  Thomas,  82 
Combe  Longa,  Oxon.,  130 
Compton,  Slag.  Thomas,  rector  of  South 

Willingham,  65 
Congerstone,  Leic,  xxxi,  22  (bis) 
Coningsby,  Line,  67 
Conisholme,  Line,  74 
Connington,  Himts.,   4;    churcli,   rector 

of,  see  Dingley 
Constable,    Jolm,    Ixxxi,    Ixxxii ;     Jolm, 

wai'den  of  Tattershall,  xcvii ;    Sir 

Marmadxike,  c ;    Marmaduke,  see 

Waldby 
Cony,  Mag.,  4 
Conyngton,    Jolin,    servant   of   Melton, 

xlix,  113 
Cooke,  John,  70  ;   Richard,  90  ;    Robert, 

96;    Thomas,  69 
Cooks,  George,  21 
Copcot,  Richard,   101 
Cople,  Beds.,   105 
Coppuigford,  Himts.,  2 
Corbet,  Richard,  123 
Corner,  Alice,  see  Newton 
Comwalles,   Katheriue,   nun  of  Elstow, 

Ixxxv 
Cornwell,  Oxon.,  135 


Corringham,     Line,     96    and     n,     145 ; 

deanery,  96-98,   145 
Cosby,  Leic,  14 
Cossington,  Leic,  33 
Coston,  Leic,  25 
Cotar,  John,  wife  of,   74 
Cotes-by-Stow,  Lines.,  96 
Cotesbach,  Leic,  19 
Cotismor,  Maud,  121 
Cottered,  Herts.,  110 
Cotterstock,  Northt.,  college,  Ixxxix,  xc, 

xcv,  xcviii 
Cottesford,  Agnes,   125 
Cottesmore,    Sir  William,    of  Brightwell 

Baldwin,   121 
Cottingham,  Northt.,  cliurch,  rector  of, 

see  Blainire 
Cottisford,   Oxon.,    I2ln 
Couclyff,  Wilham,  lii,  42 
Covmtesthorpe    (in    Blaby),    Leic,     15; 

chapel,   chaplain  in,   see  Wykjni- 

bury 
Covenham,  Line,  St.  Bartholomew,  74  ; 

St.  Slary,  72h,  74h 
Coventry,  Warw. ,  xxx  ;   Charterhovise  of 

St.  Anne,  xxx 
Covington,  Hunts.,  In 
Cowley,  Oxon..  139 
Cowper,     John,     10,     51  ;      Robert,     9 ; 

Thomas,  90 
Cox,    Richard,    schoolmaster    of    Eton, 

dean  of  Oseney  and  Christ  Cluu-ch, 

bishop  of  Ely,  xcviii 
Cradow,  Jolm,  126 
Cranfield,  Beds.,  109 
Cranoe,  Leic,  11 
Cranolde,  John,  38 
Crathorne,  Margaret,  92 
Crawley,   Oxon.,   134j(,  and  see  Sparrow 
Crawley,  see  Husborne  Crawley 
Crawley  Boriall,  see  North  Crawley 
Cristian,  William,  rector  of  Beacharnpton, 

48 
Cristiana,  75 
Cristmas,  Alice,  li 
Crobvs,  wife  of,  139 
Croft,  Leic,  14 
Croft,   Line,    80  ;    churcli,   vicar  of,   see 

Cartwright 
Croft,  Thomas,  123 
Cropredy,  Oxon.,  126«.     Sec  also  Bour- 

ton  Magna,  Claj-don,  Mollington, 

Wardington 
Crowell,  Oxon.,  120.     See  also  Kbigslon 

Blount 
Crowland,  Thomas,  monk  of  Ramsej',  lx\' 
Crowle,  Line,  93 
Croxby,  Line,  89 
Croxford,  John,  120 
Croxton,  Line,  91 
Croxton,  125 
Croxton  Kyriel,  Leic,  24 
Croyland,    Line,    58-59,    145  :     clnuch, 

chaplains   in,    see   Bocher,    Clark, 

Gee ;  cvu-ate  of,  see  Wilson 
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Croyland — cont. 

abbey,    xiv,    liv,    Iv,   Ixi,   Ixiii, 

Ixxi,  145 ;    abbot  of,  sec  Giddyiig, 

Welles ;    abbot   and   convent  of. 

xiv,  xxxvii ;  monk  of,  see  Freston 
Cryspin,  Agnes,  26 
Cublington,   Bucks.,   xxix,   44  :    church, 

rector  of,  see  Bexwik 
Cuddesdon,   Oxon.,    137;    deanery,   xxi, 

137-140,  147 
Cuddington  (in  Haddenham),  Bucks.,  39 
Cumbeiworth,  Line,  83,  aivd  see  PenBon 
Cummyng,  Richard,  88 
Cumnor,    Berlis.,    chiu'ch,    vicar   of,    see 

Atwater 
Cuinpton,  William,  rector  of  Turville,  36 
Cungarton,  Mag.,   7 
Curtasse,  Thomas,  of  Ambrosden,  124 
Curteis,  Brian,  87 

Curtesse,  Walter,  rector  of  Swallow,   84 
CuBsyn,  Elizabeth,  125 
Cutbertson,     Dom.     Thomas     (Ludgers- 

hall),  50 
Cuthbert,  William,  canon  of  Sempring- 

ham,  vicar  of  Laughton,  xxix,  57 
Cuttes,  Agnes,  43  ;    John,  42 
Cuxham,  Oxon.,  xxix,   120 


D.,  vicar  of  Wootton,  105 

Dabull,  Margaret,  39 

Dakin,  Thomas,  vicar  of  Wooburn,  37 

Dalamer,  Mattb'--,    130 

Dalby,  Line,  Ibn 

Dalby  Magna,  Dalby  Chawcome,  Leic, 

31 
Dalby   Parva,    Leic,    23»,    34,    and   see 

Clement ;     church,    vicar    of,    see 

Clement 
Dalby -on-the-Wolds,    Old  Dalby,   Leic, 

30n 
Dalley,  Richard,  69 
Dam,  Thomas,   1,   72 
Danby,  Joan,  4 
Dangerouse,  John,  122 
Danyell,     Alice,     wife     of     Robert,     of 

Stukeley,    3 ;     John,    see    Fosse ; 

Robert,   70 
Darby,  Joan,  of  Huntingdon,  8,  153 
Darley,  Dr.,  rector  of  Narborough,  17 
Darlington,  co.  Durham,  chantry  of  All 

Saints      and     grammar      school, 

xxxvi 
Datchet,  Bucks.,  38 
Datchworth,  Herts.,   Ill 
Dau....,   Laurence,   26 
Daventry,    Northt.     lii ;     deanery,    52n, 

151  ;    priory,   147 
Davie,  John,  xlviii,  98 
Davies,  Dom.  Thomas,  135 
Davy,  Jolui,  114 

Day,  Robert,  rector  of  Heather,  xxxii,  20 
Daye,  Laurence,  79 


Dean,  Beds.,  115;    church,  rector  of,  sec 

Drax 
Deddington,  Oxon.    126,  147  ;    deanerv, 

126-127,   147 
Dedike  Ey  (?Dowdike  Eau),  Line,  71, 

and  see  SpjTideler 
Deeping,  St.  James,  Line,  priory,  146 
Dekyn,  William,  8 
Dolapre  (near  St.  Albans),  Herts.,  priory, 

prioress  and  convent  of,  43 
Delapre,  Northt.,  abbey,  148 
Dembleby,  Line,  57 
Denby,  Dom.  Henry  (Aspendon),  110 
Denham,  Bucks.,  37 
Denton,  Himts.,  4,  5 

,  John,  38 

Denwall,    Dunwall,    Percival,    vicar    of 

Soulbi.;ry,  41 
Derby,    church   of   All   Saints,   Ixxxviii, 
Ixxxix 

,  earl  of,  xxxiii,  xxxv 

,  Henry,  123 

Derbyshire,  churches,  xxvn 

Dere,  Robert,  60 

Desford,  Leic,  xli,  15  ;   chmch,  rector  of, 

see  Edmvmd 
Dethyk,    Thomas,    canon    of    Leicester 

abbey,  Ixix 
Dey,  John,  liii,  137 
Diddington,  Hvmts.,   117 
Digswell,  Herts.,  11  In 
Ding,  Hugh,  and  Em.  . .  .  his  wife,  58 
Dingley,     Dr.,     rector    of     Connington, 

xxxii 
Din  ton,  Donyngton,  Bucks.,  39 
Diseworth,  Leic,  29,   153,  and  see  Mel- 

bume ;    church  of,   153 
Dishley,  Leic,  28 
Ditcheat,    Somerset,    church,   rector   of, 

see  Atwater,  Gunthorpe 
Dixson,  Eleanor,  88 
Dodford,  Northt.,  52 
Dogdyke    (in    Billinghay),    Line,    xxxi, 

93,  96 
Dolam,  Laurence,  82 
Donington,  Line,  69 
Donington-on-Bain,   Line,   xlix,   66 
Donington-le-Heath  (in   Ibstock),   Leic, 

22n 
Dorchester,  Oxon.,  ix,  x  ;    bishop  of,  see 
Ethelric 

,  abbey,    Ixvi,    Ixx,    Ixxii,    Ixxii ; 

abbot  and   convent  of,  x,   120ji  ; 
canons  of,  see  Pyver,  Wytney 
Dorham,  Letys,  120 
Dorney,  Bucks,  37 
Dorset,  marquess  of,  see  Grey 
Dorton,  Bucks.,  50 
Dowesby,  George,  60 
Dowesdalehouse,  Line,  Ixi 
Dowghtfyer,   Robert,   i-ector  of  Lea,    98 
Downaby,  Simon,  xlviii,  77 
Dowsby,   Line,    56 ;    church,   rector  of, 

see  Mannyon 
Dowson,  Agnes,  xlix,  99 
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Draper,  Ralph,  rector  of  Beelsby,  85 
Drax,   Yorks.,   W.R.,   priory,   prior  and 

convent  of,  24,  89,  9'6n 
,    Dr.    Thomas,    rector   of   Dean, 

Beds.,    and    of    Lincoln    college, 

Oxford,  xcix,  c,   115 
Draycott,  Richard,   135 
Drayton,  Oxon.,  12G 
Drayton      Beauchamp,       Bucks.,       42  ; 

church,  rector  of,  see  Hyll 
Drayton  Parslow,   Bucks.,   42  ;    chiuch, 

rector  of,  see  Halsey 
Driby,  Line,  78 
Dry,  William,  95 
Dryver,  John,   60 
Dubler,  Simon,   121 
Dubylday,  Robert,  27 
Ducklington,  Oxon.,  132  and  n.     See  aho 

Cockthorpe 
Dimholme,  Line,  98h 
Dunsby,  Line,  57 
Dvmstable,  Beds.,  xl,  xlix,   141,  cnid  sec 

Knyghteley ;     deaiiery,    102-104, 

141 
,  priory,  Ixxii,  Ixxiv,  lxxviii«,  107, 

108?i.    (3),    109«,    141  ;    prior   and 

convent  of,  20,  103,  106n 
Duns  Tew,  Oxon.,  129 
Dunton,  Beds.,  114 
Dunton,     Bucks.,     xlviii,     41  ;      church, 

rector  of,  see  Alwey 
Dvmton  Bassett,  Leic,  17 
Dunwall,  see  Denwall 
Dxmwich,  Suff.,  bishop  of,  see  Felix 
Durham,   bishop  of,   Ixxxvi ;    cathedral 

priory,   146 
Durrington,    ?  Wilts.,   church,   vicar  of, 

see  Atwater 
Duston,  Jolui,  135 
Dycons,  Mag.  Richai'd,  55 
Dykar,    Robert,    rector   of   St.    Clement 

Danes,  London,   12471 
Dykyns,  John,   140 
Dylworth,  Robert,  96 


Easby,     Yorks.,     N.R.,     abbey    of     St. 

Agatha,    abbot   and   convent   of, 

xxx 
Easington,   Oxon.,  xxviii,   119,   137  (but 

see  Gai'sington) 
East  Anglia,  Ixiv  ;    king  of,  see  Ethelbert 
East  Barkwith,  Line,  63,  67 
East  Claydon,  Bucks.,  51 
East  Ferry  (in  Scotton),  Line,  97/i 
East  Halton,  Line,  90 
East  Keal,  Line,  xxxviii,   77  ;    chiu'ch, 

rector  of,  see  Ruston 
East  Kirkby,  Line,  76 
East    Norton    (in    Tugby),     Leic,     31  ; 

chapel,  chaplain  in,  see  Pell 
East  Ravendale,  Line,  86 


East    Torrington,     Line,     65 ;      church, 

rector  of,  see  Blythe 
East  Wykeham,  Line,  73 
Easton  Magna  (in  Bringhurst),  Leic,  11 
Eastwell,  Leic,  26  ;    church,  curate  of, 

see  Petvin 
Eaton,  Leic,  24 

Eaton,  Beds.,  deanery,  xxiii,   115—117 
Eaton  Bray,  Beds.,  103 
Eaton  Socon,  Beds.,  xxiii,  115,  116,  142. 

See  also  Beggary,  Wyboston 
Ecton,  John,  Thesaurus,  9;i 
Edenham,  Line,  see  Mason 
Edgcott,  Bucks.,  47  ;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Man' 
Edington,  Wilts.,  house  of  Bonhommes, 

73/1 
Edk\Tis,  Thomas,  134 
Edlesborough,      Bucks.,      45;       church, 

chantry -priest  in,  see  Hutt 
Edlington,  Line,  66 

Thomas  and  his  wife,  65 

Edmond,  Henry,  96 
Edmondson,  Margaret,   40 
Edmondthorpe,   Leic,  Thorpedmor,   xli, 

23 
Edmvmd,  Dom.,  rector  of  Desford,  15 
Edward   III,    king,    xc ;     IV,    king,    xci, 

xciii ;    duke  of  York,   xiii,   xciii ; 

Thomas,  lii 
Edworth,  Beds.,  114 
Effard,  Peter,  89 
Egliston,  Walter,  xlvii,   70 
Eldred,     Eldrige,     Richard,     nionk     of 

Ramsey,  Ixv 
Elena,  91 

Elferet,  Thomas,   122 
Elford,  see  Yelford 

Elizabeth,    servant   of   vicar   of  Bring- 
hurst,  1 1 
EUesborough,  Bucks.,  40 
Ellington,  Luigton,  Himts.,   1  ;    church, 

rector  of,  see  Stanley 
Ellys,  wife  of,  72 
Elmesthorpe,  Leic,   14» 
Elsfield,  Oxon.,  137,  140,  a)td  see  Piper 
Elsham,  Line,  87,  91,  145 
Elstow,  Beds.,  106 
,      abbey,     Ixxiii,     Ixxxii-lxxxv ; 

abbess    of,     see     Boyfield,     Gas- 

coigne ;    abbess   and   convent   of, 

46,  106  (bis) ;  nuns  of,  see  Bowles, 

Boyfield,        Cornwalles,        Erdes, 

Foster,    Grej%    Preston,    Shelton, 

Shawe,   Starkey,    Synkler,   ^^'ako, 

Wingate 
Elsyn,  Richard,  monk  of  Ramsej',  Ixiii, 

Ixiv 
Elton,  Ayleton,  Hunts.,  3 
Elward,    Dom.    Oliver,    canon   of   Kyme 

and    chajilain    in    Wainfleot    St. 

Thomas,  80  ;    William,  69 
Ely,  bishop  of,  see  Cox,  Gray 
Elys,  Joan,  wife  of  John,  136 
Elysby,  Agnes,  95 
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Emberton,  Bucks.,  52 

Emerton,  Edward,  43 

Emington,  Oxon.,  40,  111),  and  see  Benett 

Empingham,  Rutland,  prebend  of,  in 
Lincoln,  prebendary,  -lee  Massing- 
berd 

Enderby,  Leic,   l(i 

John  and  Emma  his  wife,  62 

Enderby,  Mablish,  see  Mavis  Enderby 

Enstone,  Oxon.,  136 

Epwell  (in  Swakliffe),  Iptwell,  Oxon., 
126 

Epworth,  Line,  07 

Erdes,  Anne,  nvm  of  Elstow,  Ixxxv 

Erie,  Thomas,   103 

Erwytt,  Thomas,  of  Buget,  64 

Eryngton,  see  Yamton 

Esington,  Robert,  abbot  of  Newhouse, 
rector  of  Brocklesby,  xxxiii,  91 

Essendon,  Herts.,  111«.  See  also  Bay- 
ford 

Este,  Clement,  of  Potton,  114 

Estrop,  Robert,  94 

Ethelbert,  king  of  East  Anglia,  Ixiv 

Ethelred,  king  of  Mercia,  abbot  of 
Partney,  Ixiv 

Ethelric,  bishop  of  Dorchester,  Ixiv 

Eton,  Bucks.,  college,  lx^^,  xc,  xcvi,  xcvii, 
xcviii,  144;  provost  and  fellows, 
xxix;  provost,  see  Lupton  ;  fellow, 
see  Atwater ;  schoolmaster,  sec 
Cox ;    collegiate  church,   54 

Eversholt,  Beds.,  108 

Everton,  Hunts.,  117 

Juliana,  119  ;    William,  vicar  of 

Wendover,  40 

Evesham,  Wore,  abbey,  9n  ;  abbot  and 
convent,   9 ;   cell  of,   see  Alcester 

Evington,  Leic,  11 

Evyngton,  W.,  8 

Ewelme,  Oxon.,  121  ;  clmrch,  chaplain 
(?  schoolmaster)  in,   see  James 

Ewstas,  John,  119 

Exeter,  Devon,  cathedral  church,  dean 
and  chapter  of,  xiii,  13?i 

Eynesbury,  Hunts.,  118 

Eynsham,     Oxon.,     127h,     135h     (bis) 

,    abbey,     Ixxii,    Ixxix,     Ixxxviii ; 

abbot,  Ixxix  ;  abbot  and  convent, 
127  and  v,  128«;  monk  of,  see 
Spofford 

Eyr,  John,  of  Stamford,  19 

Eyton,  Thomas,  9 

Eyworth,  Beds.,   114 


Fabyan,  Mag.  Robert,  rector  of  Todding- 

ton,  150 
Faldingworth,  Line.,  100 
FalloNves,    Mag.    John,    rector   of   South 

Ormsby  and  vicar  of  Tathwell,  75 
Falway,  John,  125 


Farcet  (in  Stanground),  Hunts.,  4 

Farforth,  Line,  73 

Farlesthorpe,  Line,  81 

Farmare,  William,  of  Northorpe,  93 

Farndish,  Beds.,  104 

Farnham,  G.  F.,  xxviin,  xliiin,  xlvn 

Famharn  Royal,  Bucks.,   37n  ;    church, 

rector  of,  see  Thirley 
Farrow,  Henry,  116 
Far\Tigton,  John,  107 
Fawkez,  Richard,  23 
Fawley,  Bucks.,  xxix,  37 
Feilding,  see  Fvlding 
Felde,  William,   118 
Felix,  bishop  of  Dunwich,  Ixiv 
Felmersham,  Beds.,   106  {bis).     See  also 

Pavenhara 
Fendam,  Maud,  of  Kirtlington,   123 
Fenstanton,     Himts.,      117.       »See     also 

Hilton 
Ferman,  Mag.,  137 
Fern,  William,  127 
Feryby,  see  South  Ferriby 
Fesand,  Richard,  76 
Fether,  John,  69 

Fiddyll,  Alice,  nun  of  Ntmcoton,  Ixxv 
Fielding,  Henry,  novels  of,  liv 
Filgrave,  Bucks.,  53 
Fill,  George,  rector  of  Shalstone,  46 
Fillingham,  Line,  94  ;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Scisson 
Findem,    Fyndem,    William,    benefactor 

of  Lincoln  college,    Oxford,   xcix 
Fingest,    Tingest,    Bucks.,    36;     church, 

rector  of,  see  Traves 
Finmere,  Oxon.,  122 
Firsby,  Line,  81 

Fisher,  Dom.  John,  rector  of  Scartho,  84 
Fish  toft,  Line,  59« 
Fiskerton,  Line,  98 
Fissher,  Joan,  121 
Fitzherbert,     master     John,     rector     of 

Waltham,  Meppershall  and  Whil- 

ton,  85 
Fitzwilliam,  Thomas,  65 
Flamstead,  Herts.,  100  ;  chm'ch,  chantry- 
priest  in,  see  Ashebum  ;   priory  of 

St.  Giles  in  the  Wood,  Ixxiii 
Flaunden  (in  Hemel  Hempstead),  Herts., 

101 
Fleckney,  Leic,  xxvi,  13 
Fleet,  Line,  59n 
Fleet  Marston,  Bucks.,  50 
Flemyng,  Richard,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  xv 
Fletcher,  Dom.   Richard  (Gedney  Fen), 

62 
Flitt,  Beds.,  deanery,   107-109,   141 
Flitton-cum-Silsoe,  Beds.,   109 
Flitwick,  Beds.,  107 
Flixborough,  Line,  93 
Flodvate,  John,  129 

Florence,  Dom.,  O.P.  (Cockthorpe),   132 
Folkingham,   Line,   56;     church,   rector 

of,  see  Hall 
Folksworth,  Hunts.,  3 
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Folnebv,  Edward,  i-ector  of  Rand,  xxxii, 
(85 

Foly,  Alice,  132 

Forest  Hill,  Oxon.,   138 

Forman,  Helen,  86 

Fortescue,  see  Foseowe 

Fosband  (in  Sibsey),  Line,  7S 

Foscott,  Bucks.,  46 

,  John,  xlvii,  44 

Foacowe  (Fortescue),  Mag.  Adrian,  121, 
and  see  Griffin 

Fosse,  Line,  priory,  prioress  and  con- 
vent, 99 

alias  Danyell,  John,  54 

Fosse  Way,  xlv 

Foston,  Leic,  14,  15 

,     William,     vicar     of     Bradwell, 

xxxvii,  54 

Fotherby,  Line,  75 

Fotheringhay,  Northt.,  Ixiii,  143 

,  college,  xiii,  xxiii,   xc,  xciii-xcv, 

147 ;  master  of,  see  Russell ; 
fellows  of,  see  Adamson,  Byrde, 
Gilbert,  Hiedge,  Plummer,  Roger 

Fowler,  Christopher,  rector  of  Stoney 
Stanton,  15 

Fox,  John,  abbot  of  Missenden,  Ixxx- 
Ixxxii ;  Richard,  bishop  of  Win- 
chester, xvi,  124??  ;  Thomas, 
rector  of  Maids  Moreton,  46 ; 
Thomas,  9 

Foxe,  Matthew,  99  ;  Thomas,  of  [Gate] 
Burton,  99 

Framland,  deanery,  Leic,  xli,  23-27,  143 

Frampton,  Line,  70 

France,  queen  of,  see  Mary 

Frankelyn,  William,   137 

Fraimces,  George,  96 ;  John,  58 ; 
Margaret,  96 

Frauncis,  Richard,  96 

Fray,  John,  109n 

Freeby  (in  Melton  Mowbray),  Leic,   24 

Freman,  John,  vicar  of  Mentmore,  43  ; 
Richard,  servant  of  Mag.  Robert 
Belwood,  97 ;  Robert,  of  Mareham, 
xlvi,  67 

Frende,  Michael,  53 

Frere,  W.  H.  (bishop  of  Truro),  on  Barn- 
well priory,  xxxiv 

Freston,  John,  monk  of  Croyland,  Ixi 

Fresyll,  ISIargaret,  80 

Friars,   Orders  of,   x  ;    Austin,  Ixxiiin 

Friesthoqie,  Line,  98n 
Frieston,  Line,  69-70,  and  see  Hobson  ; 
priory,  Ixi,  prior  and  convent  of, 
69,  82>i 
Fringford,  Oxon.,  122 
Frisby-on-Wreak,  Leic,  33 
Friskiiey,    Line,    79 ;     church,    chantry- 
priest  in,  see  Godfrey 
Fritwell,  Oxon.,  122,  124 
Frodingham,  Line,  92?J 
Frolesworth,  Leic,  18 
Frost,  Margaret,  32 
Fryday,  Agnes,  135 


Fulbrook  (in  Burford),   Oxon.,    133 
FuUbaron,     Alice,     mm    of    Legbourne, 

Ixxvi 
Fulmer,  Alice,  28 
Fulstow,    Line,    xxxv,    74-75;     churcli, 

curate    of,    see    Agnus.     See    also 

Marsh  Cliapel 
Furpayne,   Richard,    107 
Fyfield  (in  Swinbrook),  Oxon.,  135 
Fylding    (Feilding),    Mag.    Martin,    xlii, 

17  ;    Mag.  William,  of  Newnham, 

xlii,   15 
Fyssher,  Hugh,   67 


Gaddesden  Magna,  Herts.,  101 
Gaddesden    Parva,    Herts.,    101,    105j?  ; 

church,  rector  of,  see  Wyatt 
Gainsborough,  Line,  xxxi,  96-97 
Galby,  Leic,  xxvi,  8  :   chm-ch,  rector  of, 

see   Woderuffo ;    chaplain    in,    see 

Henry 
Gardyner,  Margaret,  130 
Garnet,  Dom.  Hugh,  chaplain  at  Hard- 
wick,  118 
Garsington,  Oxon.,  137 
Garter,    Order  of  the,    registrar   of,    see 

Atwater 
Garthorpe,  Leic,  xxviii,  24 
Garthun,  Robert,  of  Torksey,  99 
Gartree,   deanery,   Leic,   xxvi,   xxx,   xli, 

8-14,  143 
Gartree,  deanery.  Line,  145.     See  Horn- 
castle 
Gartree  Way,  Leic,  xliv 
Garyngton,  see  Cardington 
Gascoigne,    Gascoign,    Agnes,    abbess   of 

Elstow,   Ixxxii ;     John,    rector  of 

Grainsby,  xxxii,  87 
Gaselee,      Sir     Stephen,     Anthology     of 

Medieval  Latin,  xl 
Gate  Burton,  Line,  Burton  juxtaMarton, 

98,  and  see  Foxe 
Gautby,    Line,    68;     church,    rector   of, 

see  Martyn 
Gayhurst,  Bucl^.,  51 
Gayton,  Dom.  William  (Toalby),  88 
Gayton-le-Marsh,  Line,  82 
Gayton-le-Wold,  Line,  74 
Gedney,  Line,  xxxvii,  62,  75/1 
Gedney  Hill,  Gedney  Fen  (in  Gedney), 

Line,    62  ;     chapel,    chaplain    of, 

see  Fletcher 
Geo,  Dom.  Robert  (Crovland),  58 
Gell,  Thomas,  89 
George,       Dom.       (Barton-on-Humber), 

xxxvi,  87-88  ;    Robert,  and  Agnes 

liis  wife,  124 
Gey,  John,  127 
Gibbon,   Edward,    Memoirs  of  my  Life, 

xliin 
Gibbons,  John,  120 
Gidding  Magna,  Hunts.,  2 
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Gidding  Parva,  Hunts.,  1 

Giddyng,    William,    abbot   of   Crovland, 

Ixi 
Giffard,  John,  canon  of  York,  Ixxxix 
Gilbert,    John,    fellow   of   Fotheiinghay, 

xcv 
Gilbertine  Order  of  canons,  x,  canon  of, 

99 
Gillott,  William,  canon  of  the  Xewarke 

college,  Leicester,  xiii 
Gilmorton,  Leic,  18 

Glasney,  Cornwall,  collegiate  church,  '2()» 
Glastonbury,  Somerset,  abbej%  xvi 
Glastiin,  William,  85 
Glatton   with    Holme,    Hunts.,    4/(,    5 
Glen  Magna,  Leic,  xxvii,  xliv,  9  ;  church, 

vicar    of,     see    Thorp.     See    also 

Stretton  Magna 
Glenfield,  Leic,   19 
(jlontham.  Line,  94n 
Cilentwortli,  Line,  95 
Glooston,  Leic,  9;    church,  rector  of,  sec 

Gierke 
Gloucester,  abbey  of  St.  Peter,  abbot  and 

convent  of,  134/i ;    archdeacon  of, 

see  Wotton  ;   duke  of,  see  Richard 
tilovei',     Glouer,     Edith,     125 :      Henry, 

xlviii,    107 ;    Matthew,   67 
Glympton,  Clymptou,  Oxon.,   128 
Goadby  (in  Billesdon),  Leic,    11 
Goadby  Marwood,  Leic,  23?( 
Godeson,  see  Pryvall 
Godfrey,     Robert,     vicar    of     Sleaford, 

149,   152  ;    Dom.  Thomas  (Frislc- 

ney),  79 
Godington,  Oxon.,  124 
Godmanchester,  Hunts.,  118 
Godstow,    Oxon.,    abbey,    Ixxiii,    Ixxiv, 

146,   147  ;  abbess  and  convent  of, 

35,  39,  140 
Gokewell,  Liiic,  priory,  145 
Goldington,  Beds.,  105 
Goltho,  Line,  xxxii,  63?i,  87 
Good,  Richard,  139 
Gooderyk,     John,     rector     of     Irby-on- 

Humber,   86 
Goring,  Oxon.,  priory,  Ixxiii 
Gosberton,  Line,  xlvii,  xlviii,  xlix,  09 
Goscote,   Leic,  deanery,   xli,   25,   30-32, 

143 
Gofse,  Richard,   15 

Gostwick,    Robert,    commissary,    Ixxxiii 
Gou*  (Gouer),  John,  60 
Goulceby,  Line,  67 
Goxhill,"^Linc.,  91 
Gracedieu,  Leic,  priorv,  Ixxiii,  21)(,  143, 

153 
Graffoe,  Line,  deanerj^    146,   151 
Graf  ham,  Hunts.,  1 
Grainsby,  Line,   87  :    church,  rector  of, 

see   Gascoigne ;     parish   chaplain, 

see  Thorald 
Grainthorpe,  Line,  1,  72 
Grammont,  Order  of,  Ixxiii/j 
Granger,  John,  15 


Gransden  Magna,  Hunts.,   117 

Grantham,  Line,  xii,  145,  146,  149; 
church,    151  ;    deanery,    146,    151 

Grasby,  Line,  90 

Grassingham,  see  Grissingham 

Graveden,  Nicholas,  of  Aaellaby 
(Aslackby),  56 

Graveley,  Herts.,  112.  See  also  Chives- 
field 

Gravenhurst  Inferior,   Beds.,    108 

Gravenhurst  Superior  (in  Shillington), 
Beds.,  113 

Gray,  Grey,  William,  bishop  of  Ely,  xv  ; 
William,   bishop  of  Lincoln,   xiv, 

XV 

Grayesdale,  William,  wife  of,   90 

Grayingham,    Line,    97,    98 

Great  Ashby,  see  Ashby  Magna,  and 
similarly  in  other  cases  where  the 
prefix  '  great  '  is  used 

Great  Ouse,  river,  xxii,  7 

Greenfield,  Line,  priory,  Ixxxvi,   145 

Greetham,  Line,  xlvi,  66-67 

Greetwell,  Line,  1,  100 

Gregory  XI,  pope,  xiii 

Gregson,  Helen,  wife  of  William,  70 

Greindon,  William,   120 

Gremmesby,  Isabel,  1,  72 

Grendall,  WiUiam,  140 

Grendon  Underwood,   Bucks.,   50 

Grendono,  Thomas,    120 

Grene,  Alice,  xlix,  122  ;  Henry,  132  ; 
Joan,  xlix,  131;  John,  66,  79; 
Mag.  John,  commissax'v,  xx,  110, 
118;  Richard,  90;  Robert,  9, 
6.5.  66;  William,  1,  5h,  9,  138; 
William,  daughter  of,    131 

Greneleffe,  James,  116 

Grenewile,  Ernmot,   79 

Grey,  family  of,  xciii ;  Barbara,  nun  of 
Elstow,  Ixxxiv.,  Ixxxv  ;  George, 
dean  of  the  Newarke  college, 
Leicester,  xiii,  xci-xciii ;  Henry, 
marquess  of  Dorset,  xiii,  xcii, 
19  ;    Lady  Jane,  xiii 

,  see  Gray 

Greyson,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  85 

Griffin,  servant  of  Mag.  Adrian 
Foscowe,    121 

Griffj^he,  see  Gryffyn 

Grimoldby,  Line,  73 

Grimsby,  Line,  xxviii,  xxxiv,  xxxvi, 
xxxix,  xlviii,  1,  Ixxii,  84,  145,  and 
see  Riplay  ;  deanery,  83-87,  145  ; 
priory  of  St.  Leonard,  prior  and 
convent  of,  86 

Grimsby,  Line,  St.  James,  83,  85;  St. 
Mary,  84 

Grimsby  Pai-va,  Line,  74 

Grissingham,  Grassingham,  Thomas, 
vicar  of  Great  Marlow,  37 

Groby,  Leic,  xlii 

Grocoke,  William,   10 

Grosseteste,  Robert,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  x 

Grove,  Bucks.,  41?i 
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Grove  (in  Sandford  St.  Martin),  Oxon., 

129 
Gryffyn,     Griffythe,     John,     rector     of 

Saunderton,  37 
Grjrmson,  Richard,  11 
Grynnis,  Dom.  William  (Stonev  Stanton), 

15 
Grynwile,  Robert,  79 
Grysell,  Ixxxiii 
Gudred,  William,  53 
Gimiley,  Leic,  10 
Gunby  St.  Peter,  Line,  79,  88 
Gunby,  see  Tvimby 
Gunn,  Simon,  129 
Giinnell,  Joan,  86 
Gunthorpe,  John,  rector  of  Ditcheat  and 

dean  of  Wells,  xvi 
Guthlaxton,    deanery,    Leic,    xxvii,    xli, 

14-19,   143 
Gy,  John,  69 
Gyblis,  William,  139 
Gybson,    John,    bailiff  of   the   abbot  of 

Leicester,  Ixvii 
Gylbert,   Helena,   32,   Alice,   servant  of, 

32 
Gynger,    Richard,    canon   of   Missenden, 

Ixxxi 


Habrough,  Line,  90 

Haburgh,  Margaret,  83 

Hacconby,  Line,  55 

Haceby,  Line,  55 

Hackney,    Midd.,    xxxi,     102  ;     church, 

rector  of,  see  L^rswick 
Hackthorn,  Line,  94 
Haddenham,  Bucks.,  41 
Haddon,  Hunts.,  4 
Haddon,  Northt.,  deanery,  151 
Hagnaby,  Line,  75,  81  ;   abbey,  abbot  of, 

see  William 
Hagworthingham,  Line,  69 
Hail  Weston  (in  Southoe),  Hunts.,  118 
Hainton,  Line,  63n 
Haldar,  Robert,  41 
Halden,  Nicholas,  29 
Haletreholme,  Robert,  rector  of  Bidden- 

ham,  105  and  n 
Halgar,  Robert,  71 
Haliday,  John,  83 
Halington,  Alice,  wife  of  John,  85 
Hall,   Robert,    120 ;     Thomas,   rector  of 

Folkinghaiii,  xlii,  56  and  n 
,      Hayle,      William,      rector     of 

Addington,    46 
Hallaton,  Leic,   11  ;    church  of,    11 
Halle,  Mag.,  7;    Richard,   120 
Halley,  Dom.  Richard,  vicar  of  Stowe,  45 
Hallington,  Line,  1,  75 
Halsey,     Hawst,     Thomas,     bishop     of 

Leighlin   and    rector    of    Drayton 

Parslow,  -12 


Haltofte,    Gilbert,    vicar    of    Holbeach, 

xxxix,  63  ;    William,  63 
Halton,  Henry,  canon  of  Bourne,  Ixxxviii 
Halton  Holegate,  Line,  77 
Halyday,  Edmtmd,  84 
Hambleden,  Bucks.,  36;    chvirch,  rector 

of,    see  Claxton,   chaplain   in,   sec 

AUingyll 
Hamerton,  Hunts.,  2 
Hampden  Magna,  Bucks.,  39 
Hampden  Pai-\a  (in  Hartwell),  Bucks., 

40 
Hampshire,  xvii 
Hampton  Gay,  Oxon.,  123 
Hampton  Poyle,  Oxon.,  122 
Handborough,  Oxon.,  129 
Hansarte,  Mag.  Robert,  vicar  of  Quad- 
ring,  70 
Hanslope,    Bucks.,    51n,   and  see  Barne- 

well.     See  also  Castlethorpe 
Hanson,  Edward,  canon  of  Lincoln,  S3  ; 

William,  87 
Hanwell,  Oxon.,  126 
Harby,  Leic,  lii,  27 
Hardgrave,  Alice,  97 
Hardmead,  Bucks.,  51 
Hardwick,   Buclis.,   xxxv,    43 ;     church, 

curate  of,   see  William 
Hardwick  (in  Eynesbury),  Hunts.,   118; 

chapel,  chaplain  in,  see  Garnet 
Hardwick,  Oxon.,  12 In 
Hardy,  Mag.,  55 
Hardyng,    John,    of    Little    Hampton, 

xlix,  122 
Hareby,  Line,  77 
Hares,  Dom.  William  (Noseley),  12 
Harington,  Dr.,  150 
Harlington,   Beds.,    108 
Harpam,   Robert,    140 
Harpenden  (in  Wheathampstead),  Herts., 

100 
Harpswell,  Line,  94 
Harre,  John,  72 
Harrington,     Line,     67    (bis) ;      church, 

chantry-priest  in,  see  Williamson 
Harrold,    Beds.,    104;     priory,    prioress 

and  convent  of,  53?i,  104«,  106 
Harston,  Leic,  25 
Hart,  Harte,  John,  Ivii  ;    Richard,  monk 

of  Ramsey,  Ivii 
Hartford,  Hunts.,  li,  6 
Hartwell,  Bucks.,  40.     See  also  Hampden 

Parva 
Harv. . .  .,  William,  5 
Harvy,  Alice,  125 
Haryson,  Lucy,  87 
Haseley,   Oxon.,  xxxvii,    121,    138,   138- 

"139 
Hastings,  Sussex,  castle,  chapel  in,  dean 

of,  see  Brokesby 
family  of,  xci ;   Sir  Edward,  xei ; 

George,  earl  of  Huiitingdon,  xci ; 

William,  Lord,  xci 
Hatclift'e,  Line,  86 
Hateley,  Jolm,  53 
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Hatfield,      Herts.,       11  In.        See      also 

Totteridge 
Hathern,  Leic,  '21)1 
Hat  ton,  Line,  64 
John,     Vjishop    of    Negropont, 

archdeacon    of    Nottingham,    xix 
Hauerbitrgh,   see  Market   Harborough 
Haixgh,  Line,  82 
Haugham,  Line,  73 
Haiise,  House,  John,  13;    Thomas,  13 
Haversham,   Bucks.,    51 
Haward,  Agnes,  wife  of  John,  5 
Hawenghain,  see  Alvingham 
Hawerby,  Line,  86 
Hawkeryge,  Hawkyns,  William,  rector  of 

Shangton,  8 
Hawkes,  Edmimd,  48 
Hawkesford,     Mag.,     rector     of     Marsh 

Gibbon,  48  ;    Thomas,  48 
Hawkridge,     Somerset,     rector    of,     see 

Atwater 
Hawkyns,  see  Hawkeryge 
Hawmond,      Dom.      William     (Stretton 

Magna),  8 
Hawnys,  Robert,  vicar  of  Southill,   114 
Hawordon,       Mag.       John,     fellow      of 

Brasenose    college,    Oxford,    cii 
Hawridge,    Bucks.,    xxxi,  xxxv.,  xxxvi, 

44  :   church,  rector  of,  see  Michell ; 

ci.u"ate  of,  see  Richard 
Hawst,  see  Halsey 
Hawten,  Mag.,  126  ;  Robert,  126 
Hawtry,  Hawtrey,  Thomas,  xlv,  50 
Haxey,  Line,  97 
Hayle,  see  Hall 

Hayles,   Gloue,  abbey,   abbot  and  con- 
vent of,  129)1 
Hayll,    Dom.    Richard    (South    Somer- 

cotes),  72 
Haynes,  Beds.,  109 
Hazlerigg,  family  of,  xliii 
Healing,  Line,  84 
Heapham,  Line,  97  ;    church,  rector  of, 

xxxi,  and  see  Turr 
Heather,   Leic,   20  :    church,   rector  of, 

see  Day ;    chaplain  in,  see  Bedell 
Hebb,  see  Hebe 
Hebburn,  William,  wife  of,  59 
Hebe,   Hebb,   William,  rector  of  Swith- 

land,  28 
Heckington,  Line,  xxv  ;    church,  rector 

of,  see  Pottesgrave 
Hedgerley,  Bucks.,  38 
Heimbucher,    Max,    Orden   und   Kongre- 

gationeyi,  Ixxiii 
Hello,  see  Belleau 
Helston,  Cornwall,  20n 
Hemel   Hempstead,    Hempstod,    Herts., 

101.     See  also  Boviugdon,  Flaun- 

den 
llemingbrough,  Yorks.,  E.R.,  collegiate 

church,  xxxvix ;    provost    of,  see 

Marshall.     See  also  B\irton,  Raine 
Hemingby,  Line,  1,  65 
Herningfurd  Abbots,  Hunts.,  xxxi,  6,  US 


Hemingford  Grey,  Hunts.,  117 

Hempsted,  see  Hemel  Hempstead 

Hemswell,  Line,  94  ;  church,  rector  of, 
see  Maltby 

Henley,  deanerj',  Oxon.,  140ji,  147 

Henley-on-Thames,  Oxon.,  li,  147  ; 
church,  rector  of,  see  Stokesley 

Henlow,  Beds.,  113 

Hennege,  Anthony,  rector  of  Wold  New- 
ton, 85  ;   CJeorge,  55 

Hennessj^  George,  Novum  Bepertorium, 
xviin,  81n,  102»,  124n 

Henrv  IV,  king  of  England,  xciv  ;  V, 
"  xiv  ;  VI,  xiv  ;  VII,  xv  ;  VIII, 
xvii,  xciii,  civ.  Letters  and  Papers, 
xviin. ;  duke  of  Lancaster,  xi,  xc  ; 
earl  of  Lancaster,  xi ;  apparitor, 
38  ;    Dom.,  chaplain  at  Galby,   8 

Hepmangrove,  Hvmts.,  5,  6n 

Herberd,  John,  wife  of,   88 

Hereford,  148 ;  archdeaconry  of,  148 ; 
bishop    of,    see    Audley,    Booth 

cathedral  church,    dean    of,    see 

Clyfton;  canon,  see  Clyfton, 
Audley;  chantry  in,  ci;  prebends 
in,  see  Barton  and  Colwall, 
Pratiun  Minus 

Herring,  Thomas,  fellow  of  Jesus  college, 
Cambridge,  bishop  of  Bangor, 
archbishop  of  York  and  Canter- 
bury, xvii 

Herrings,  wife  of  Henry,  3 

Hertford,  xxxii,  142 ;  deanery,  Herts., 
Ill;  churches:  All  Saints,  111, 
St.  Andrew,  111,  St.  Nicholas,  111 

Hertingfordbury,  Herts.,   llbi 

Herton,  Thomas,  of  Castle  Ashby,  19 

Heryng,  John,  53 

Hethe,  Oxon.,  125 

Hevei-sham,  Westm.,  xxvi 

Hewes,  Richard,  Ixxvi,  Ixxvii 

Heyde,  William,  132 

Heyford  at  Bridge  (Lower  Heyford), 
Oxon.,  I2hi 

Heyford  Warren  (Upper  Heyford),  Oxon., 
124 

Heynings,  Line,  priory,  145  ;  bailiff  of, 
97,  and  see  Margaret 

Heyther,  Nicholas,  of  Pickworth,  58 

Heythi'op,  Oxon.,  134n 

Hibaldstow,  Line,  93 

Hiding,  woman  called,  23 

Hiedge,  Robert,  fellow  of  Fotheringhay, 
xcv 

Higdon,  Brian,  archdeacon  and  dean  of 
York,  xviii/i 

High  Toynton  (in  Homcastle),  Line, 
68,  76n,  and  see  West 

High  Wycombe,  Bucks.,  xxii,  35,  144  ; 
church,  vicar  of,  see  Messenger 

Higham,  Northt.,  deaneiy,  151 

Higham,  John,  rector  of  Wood  ^Valton 
and  Lutton,  3n 

Higham  Ferrers,  Northt.,  xi,  xii,  xiii, 
147  ;    college,  xe  xcvi 
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Higham  Gobion,  Beds.,  xliii,  102 
Highain-on-the-Hill,  Leic,  22 
Hikford,  see  Ickford 
Hill,   deanery,    Line,    75«,   145,  and   see 

Horncastle 
Hillesden,  Bucks.,  46 
Hilton  (in  Fenstanton),  Hunts.,  118 
Hilton,  Edward,  rector  of  Bletchingdon, 

(.'harlton-on-Otmoor       and        St. 

Mildred's,  Bread  Street,  London, 

124 
Hinohingbrooke,  Hiuits.,  priory,  Ixxiii 
Hinckley,  Leic,  xliv,  19m,  37m!  143 
Hinxworth,  Herts.,   109 
Hitcham,  Bucks.,  37» 
Hitchin,    Herts.,    xxiii,    xlix,    Ixxii,    113, 

142:    deanery,    112-113,    142 
Hiterwj'ke,  John  and  his  wife,  75 
Hobson,  Richard,  of  Friestoa,  69 
Hoby,  Leic,  33 
Hockliffe,     Beds.,    xxxi,     102  ;      church, 

rector  of,  see  WjTigate 
Hodson,  Joan,  9't ;    William,  76 
Hoggeson,  John,  92 
Hoggs,  Robert,  54 
Hogshaw,  Bucks.,  48?? 
Hogsthorpe,  Line,  82 
Hogston,  Bucks.,  42  :    churcli,  rector  of, 

see  Atterclyi^" 
Hogyll,  Henry,  of  Uxbridge,  39 
Holbarthorne,  George,  68 
Holbeach,  Line,  59n  ;    church,  vicar  of, 

see  Haltofte 
Holcutt,  Beds.,  109 
Holdemess,  Yorks.,  E.R.,  Ixvii 
Holland,  parts  of.   Line,  Ixi  :    deanery, 

Xorth,  69-72,  145;   South,  59-63, 

145 
HoUous,  Thomas,   17 
Holme  (in  Glatton),  Hunts.,  4 

,  John,  3  ;    WQham,  xlvii,  92 

Holmes,  Holmys,  Thomas,  xlvi,  1 
Holt  (ill  Medboume),  Leic,  xxvii.  Hi 
Holtby,  John,  xlviii,  77,  a?id  see  William 
Holton,  Oxon.,  137u 

,  Isabel,  86 

Holton -by-Beckering,  Line,  64 
Holton-le-Clay,    Line,    xxviii,    84 
Hohvell,  Beds,  (now  Herts.),    114 
Holwell  (in  Broadweli),  Oxon.,  134 
Holwey,  Richard,  126 
Holywell,  Htmts.,  7.      See  also  Needing- 

worth 
Holywell,    Midd.,    priory,    prioress    and 

convent  of,  114 
Hook  Norton,  Oxon.,   136 
Hookes,  Joan,  44 
Hopkynson,      Thomas       (Barton-on- 

Humber),  87?i 
Hoplye,  John,  17 
HorbHng,  Line,  57 
Horde,    Edmund,    commissary,    xx,    Ixx, 

Ixxvi,  Ixxvii,  Ixxviii,   144 
Hore,     Margerj',     130;      Richard,     120; 

Itobert,    120 


Horlcstow,  Line,  90 

Horley,     Oxon.,     457),     126«.     See    also 

King's  Sutton,  prebend 
Horme,   Orme,   John,   rector  of  Norton- 

juxta-Twycross,  20  ;    Thomas,  20 
Horncastle,    Line,    xiii,    xx,    xxxvi,    21, 

65-66,  145,  ami  see  Barow,  Leigh- 

hed.       See    also    High    Toynton, 

Mareham  -  on  -  the  -  Hill,       Wood 

Enderby 
church ,    rector   of,    sec   Carlisle, 

bishop  of  ;    chaplain  in,  see  John 
deanery  (with  deaneries  of  Gar- 
tree  and  Hill),    65-69,    16h,    145 
Hornesbe,  see.  North  Ormsby 
Horninghold,  Leic,  11 
Hornton,    Oxon.,    45?!,    126»i.     See    also 

King's  Sutton,   prebend 
Horsendon,  Bucks.,  39 
Horsepath,  Oxon.,  140 
Horsington,  Line,  68 
Horton,  Bucks.,  38.     See  also  Colnbrool: 
Horwod,  Agnes,  39 
Horwood     Magna,     BuclvS.,     Ivii,      44 ; 

church,  rector  of,  see  Bensted 
Hosbryn,  John,  113 
Hose,  Leic,  23 

Hoton  (in  Prestwold),  Leic,  31 
Houghton,  Robert,  monk  of  Ramsey,  Ivi 
Houghton-cum-Wyton,  Hunts.,  5 
Houghton     Conquest,      Franchise     and 

Gildable,  Beds.,  106 
Houghton-on-the-Hill,    Leic,    xxx,    12  : 

church,  rector  of,   see  Wygeston ; 

chaplain  in,  see  Whytresun 
Houghton  Regis,  Beds.,  102 
House,  see  Hause 
Howell,  John.  70 
Hows,  Katherine,  48 
Howsby,  see  Ulceby 
HoM'se,  John,  122 
Hubbart,     Alice,     nun     of    Ankerwyke, 

Ixxxvi 
Huddylston,  Elizabeth,   126 
Hudson,  Joan,  sec  Turuey  ;    John,   79  ; 

Thomas,  wife  of,  88 
Huetson,  Cliristopher,  wife  of,  3 
Hugglescote  (in  Ibstock),  Leic,  22 
Flugh  II,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  Ixxviii 
Hughenden,   Bucks.,   36  ;    ciiurch,   vicar 

of,  see  Ketyng 
Hughes,  Richard,  129 
Hulies,  William,   129 
Hulcott,  Bucks.,  39 
Hull,   Yorks.,  E.R.,  Charterhouse,  jirior 

and  convent  of,  82 
ilulton.  Staff.,  abbey,  prior  and  convent 

of,  95 
H umber,  the,  Ixvi,  88 
Humberstono,   Leic,  xxviii,   31-32 
Humberstone,      Line,      xlviii,      85-86 
,   abbey,  Ixxii,    145;     abbot,   84; 

abbot  and  convent,  xxviii 
Hundleby,  Line,  75h,  76 
Hundreii  Years'  War,  xliii,  Ixvi 
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Hungarton,  Loic,  3;i 

Hvmgerfonl,  Mary,  Lady,  xci,  xcii 

Hunne,  Dom.  Henrv  (South  Ormsby),  SO 

Huiit,  Thomas,  127 

Huntingdon,  xxxvii,  )i,  Ixxiii,  3/i,   IIS/;, 

142,  14S,  and  see  Darby,  Parkar  ; 

archdea.conry    of,     ix,     xx,     xxii, 

xxiii,    147,    152  ;     archdeacon   of, 

see  Atwater  ;  deanery  of,  7-8,  142  ; 

earl  of,  see  Hastings 
,      churches:         All      Saints,      7, 

St.  Benedict,  7,  St.  .Tolin,  8,  153, 

St.    Mary,    7,    145,    150 
,  priory,  142;   prior  and  convent, 

5,  6?i ;    church  of,   153 
Huntingdon,    Richard,   portioner  in  the 

church  of  Waddesdon,  4  8 
Huntingdonshire,  ix,  xxiii,  Ixiii 
Huntington,  Thomas,  monk  of  Ramsey, 

Ixiv 
Hiu-st,  grange  of,  Himts.,  Ivi 
Husbands  Bosworth,   Boswourth,   Leic, 

XXX,   10 
Husborne  Crawley,  Beds.,  108,  109,  aiul 

see  Rede 
Hussey,   Huev,  Sir  John,  xxxii,   56,   66, 

76;    Katherine,   136 
Hutchins,  John,  History  of  Dorset,   1 3 1 » 
Hutt,  Dom.  John  (Edleeborough),  45 
Huttoft,  Line,  81 
Hutton,   Elen,   97  ;    Matthew,   fellow  of 

Jesus  college,   Cambridge,   bishop 

of    Bangor,    archbisliop    of    York 

and  Canterbury,  xvii 
Huues,  John,  31 
Hyll,   Thomas,    60 ;    Thomas,    rector  of 

Drayton  Beauchamp,  42 
HjTikersell,    ^^'illianl,    fellow   of   Lincoln 

college,  Oxford,  xcix,  c 


Ibstock,  Ybstoke,  Leic.,  21  :  church, 
rector  of,  see  Watson ;  chaplain  in, 
see  Skamonden.  See  also  Doning- 
ton-le-Heath,   Hugglescote 

Tbstone,  Oxon.,  119 

Ickford,  Hikford,  Bucks.,  48 

Ickleford,  Herts.,  112 

Idbiu-y  (in  Swinbrook),  Oxon.,  135 

Iff  ley,  Yefteley,  Oxon.,  liii,  137 

llston-on-tlie-Hill  (in  Carlton  Curlieu), 
Leic,  xxvii,  8)i,  10,  12  ;  chajiol, 
chaplain  in,  see  Tylson 

Timer,  Bucks.,  48n 

Immingham,  Line,  87n 

Ingham,  Line,  95 

Ingleby,  Roger,  71 

Ingland.  Richard,  rector  of  Langton-bv- 
Wragby,  63 

Tnglie,  Ingle,  John,  xlix,  113 

Inglyshe,  Ixxvii 

Ingoldmells,  Line,  xxxvii,  78  ;  church, 
chaplain  in,  see  Cockson 


Ippollitts,      HertB.,       112.        See      also 

Wymondley  Magna 
Iptwell,  sec  Epwell 
Irby-on-Humber,     Line,     86;      churcli, 

rector  of,  see  (Jooderj'k 
Irby-le-Mareh,  Line,  80 
Irthlingborough  All  Saints,  Northt.,  xiii 
Irthlingborough  St.  Petor,  Northt.,  xiii  ; 

college,  xc,  xcvi 
Isenhampsted  Cheyney,  see  Chenies 
Islip,    Oxon.,    xlix,     122,     137,    and    see 

Nicols 
Ive,  Richard,  53 
Iver,  Bucks.,  xxix,  37 
Ivinghoe,  Bucks.,  xxix,  xlvii,  Ixxiii,  42  ; 

priory       (St.       Margaret's-in-the- 

Wood),  Ixxiii 


Jackman,     Elizabeth,      125 ;      Thomas, 

commissary,  Ixxx,  Ixxxi 
Jacobys,  see  James 
Jacson,  Ricliai"d,  62  ;    William,  of  Orby, 

68 
Jakeson,  Richai'd,  15 
Janies,    Dom.    (Ewelme),    121,    and    see 

Milner 
Jane,  Litleprety,  71 
Jar\es,  John,  10 
Jay,  William,  fellow  of  Lincoln  college, 

Oxford,  ci 
Jeffes,  William,  44,  51 
JenkjTison,  William,  76 
Jenyson,  John,  sec  Wauer 
Jessopp,  Augustus,  xx 
Joan,   St.,   of  Arc,   xv   and  n  ;     and  see 

A^essey 
John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster,  xi 
John,  Dom.  (Horncastle),  xlvi;   (Walcot) 

57 ;     (Logbourne),    Ixxv,    Ixxvi 
Johnson,   Joan,   24  ;    John,   of  Newton- 

on-Trent,    99;     WiUiam,    of   Leg- 
bo  virne,  75 
Jolybrand,  Richard,  83 
Jones,  Thomas,  rector  of  Radnage,   36  ; 

W.  II.,  canon  of  Salisbury,  Fasti 

Eccl.  Sarisbur.,  xvii/i 
Jonson,  John,  8  ;   Tliomas,  54  ;   William, 

15 
Jorden,  Thomas,    12u 
Joyner,  Chri8to)jlier  and  his  wife,  75 
Jurdan,  Richard,   112 


Kabunie,  see  Cabourn 

Kacheaside,  Richard,  70 

Kama,  Mastres,  78 

Kamow,  Thomas,  78 

Kareles,  John,  and  liis  wife,  li,  6 

Katherine  of  Aragon,  qiieen  of  England, 
xxxii 

Kayo,  Marion,  54  ;  Dom.  Roger  (Stud- 
ham),  104,  and  see  pilkjai 
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Keck,  Mag.,  69 

Keddington,  Line,  73 

Keelby,  Line,  88 

Kegw'orth,  Leic,  27  ;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Leson 
Kelk,  Margaret,  nun  of  Nuncoton,  Ixxv 
Kelmscott  (in  Broadwell),  Oxon.,   132 
Kelshall,  Herts.,  xxxii,  110 
Kelstern,  Line,  73 

Kenipston,  Beds.,  106,  and  see  Smyth 
Kencott,  Oxon.,  134 
Kenilworth,   Warw.,   abbev,    abbot   and 

convent,    36,    43 
Kensworth,  Herts,  (now  Beds.),  100-101  ; 

church,  vicar  of,   103 
Kent,  Ixxvi 

,  John,   111 

Kessam,  William,  136 

Kesteven,    parts   of.    Line,    xxi,    xxviii, 

146,   149,   151 
Kes5rn,  Margaret,  98 
Kettering,  Northt.,  xlix,  and  see  Lane 
Kettlethorpe,  Line,  99 
Ketyng,  William,  vicar  of  Hughenden,  36 
Key,  Helen,  prioress  of  Stixwould,  Ixxxvi 
Keymes,  Richard,  xxxviii 
Keynsham,  Somerset,  abbey,  abbot  antl 

convent,   133 
Keysoe,  Cayshoo,  Beds.,  115 
Keyston,  Hunts.,   3  ;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Bromevviche,  Palgrave 
Kibworth  Beauchamp,    Leic,    10 
Kibworth  Harcourt,  Leic,  xxvii,  10/i 
Kiddington,  Oxon.,  129-130 
Kidlington,  Oxon.,  128 
Kidlington,  Joseph,  152 
Kighley,  Joan,  7 
Kilby  (in  Wistow),  Leic,  13 
Killingholnie,  Line,  91 
,    Edmund,    canon   of   Thornton, 

Ixvii 
Kimble  Magna,  Bucks.,  39 
Kimble    Parva,    Bucks.,     39 ;      church, 

rector  of,  see  Tliomson 
Kimbolton,  Hunts.,  xlvi,  2,  142  ;  church, 

1 
Kimcote,  Leic,  18 
Kimpton,  Herts.,  xlvii,  112 
Kingerby,  Line,  88 
Kingham,  Oxon.,  134 
King's  Norton,  Leic,  xxvi,   8 ;    church, 

vicar  of,  see  Broughton.     See  also 

Stretton  Parva 
King's  Ripton,  Hunts.,  xxxi,  6 
King's  Sutton,  Northt.,  126ji  ;    prebend 

in  Lincoln,  126n,  a»w/  see  Bucking- 
ham, Horiev,  Homton 
King's  Walden,  Herts.,  112 
Kingsey,  Bucks,  (now  Oxon.),  48w 
Kingston    Blount    (in    Crowell),    Oxon., 

120,  a)u/  see  Bryde 
Kirkby,  Line,  89 
Kirkby-on-Bain,  Line,  66,  68;    church, 

rector   of,    see   Clyfton.     See   also 

Tumby 


Kirkby    Bellars,    Leic,    xlvii,    26,    143 
,  college  and  priory,  xxviii,  Ixxxix, 

26?i ;    prior  of,  31 
Kirkby  Mallory,  Leic,  23 
Kirkby  Underwood,   Line,    57,   and  see 

Sobar 
Kirmington,  Line,  91 
Kirmond-le-Mire,  Line,  64 
Kirtlington,  Oxon.,  124,  and  see  Fendam 
Kirton,  Edmund,  abbot  of  Peterborough, 

Ivii-lxi,  Ixiii,  Ixvii 
Kirton-in-Holland,  Line,  xxix,  Ixi,  70-71 
Kirton-in-Lindeev,  Line,  xxxi,  94,  96n, 

145 
Kisbe,  William,  xlviii,  4 
Knaith,  Line,  100 
Knaptoft,  Leic,   18;    church,  rector  of, 

see    Nevell.     See    also    Mowsley, 

Shearsby 
Knebworth,  Herts.,  113 
Knighton,    Henr3%    canon    of    Leicester, 

Chronicon,  Ixvii  and  n 
Knipton,  Leic,  25 
Knossington,    Leic,    8n,     13  ;      church, 

rector  of,  see  Lane 
Knotting,  Beds.,  106 
Knyght,      fellow      of     Lincoln     college, 

Oxford,  c 
Knyghteley,  Robert,  of  Dunstable,    103 
Knyghton,  Thomas,  rector  of  Slapton,  41 
Kule,  Sibil,  121 
Kycher,  Thomas,  85 

Kyme,  Line,  priorj',  146;    prior  and  con- 
vent, 55,  80n,  81n;    canon  of,  see 

Elward 
Kynd,  Jolin,  8 
Kyng,  Edward,   1  ;    John,  44  ;    Robert, 

vicar    of    West    Wycombe,     35 ; 

Roger,   121  ;    Thomas,  5 
Kyrke,  Jolin  and  his  wife,  98;    W.,  8 
Kyrkehowse,  John,  130 
Kvrmonde,  Thomas,   84-85 


Laborer,  Edward,  59 

Laceby,  Line,  86 

Lacy,  Dunstan,  fellow  of  Lincoln  college, 

Oxford,  c  ;    Dom.  Robert  (Alden- 

ham),  xxxvi,   102 
Lafford,     deanery,     146,     151,     and    see 

Aswardharn,  Sleaford 
Laithorp,  Richard,  66 
Lanibe,  John,   127  ;    Robert,  Alice,  wife 

of,  122 
Lambert,  Robert,  of  Brougliton,  118 
Lancashire,  xciii 
Lancaster,   housa  of,   xiv,   xc,   xci ;    earl 

of.  see  Henry  ;  duke  of,  see  Henry, 

John  ;    duchy  of,  xci 
Lane,  Jolm,  of  Kettering,  52  ;    Richard, 

rector  of  Knossington,  13 
Langford,  Beds.,  113 
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Langford,  Oxou.,  131» 

Langhen,  Alice,   139 

Langley  (in  Wraysbury),  Bucks.,  37,  38 

Langley,  Leic,  priory,  143  ;  prioress  and 
convent,  34 

Langley  Regis,  Herts.,  102  ;  priorj', 
prior  and  convent,   I02n 

Langoo,  Line,  wapentake,   146 

Langton,  see  Church  Langton 

Langton-by-Horncastle,  Line,  68 

Langton-by-Partney,  Line,  66 

Langton-by-Wragby,  Line,  63;  church, 
vicar  of,  see  Ingland 

Largo,  Jolin,   15 

Lark,  William,  77 

Lasynby,  Thomas,  rector  of  Charlton-on- 
Otmoor,  124« 

Lathbury,  Bucks.,  53  (bis) 

Laughton,  Leic,  xxvii,  11 

Laughton,  Line,  xxviii,  94,  98,  and  see 
Baar,  Wodhowse 

Laughton  (near  Folkingham),  Line, 
xxix,  57 ;  church,  vicar  of,  sec 
Cuthbert 

Laughton,  Richard,  wife  of,  61 

Laund,  Leic,  xxiii,  Ixxii,  141,  144 ; 
priory,  prior  and  convent  of,  14?i, 
25 

Laimton,  Oxon.,  125 

Lavendon,  Bucks.,  52 

Lawde,  Joan,  48 

Lawres,  Line,  deanery,  98-100,   145 

Lea,  Line,  98;  church,  rector  of,  see 
Dowghtfyer 

Leake,  Line,  72  ;  church,  chaplain  in, 
see  Paynson 

Leche,  John,  53  ;   Richard,  see  Mason 

Leckhampotead,  Bucks.,  46,  and  see 
Sexton ;  church,  rector  of,  see 
Askam 

Ledes,  Elizabeth,  90 

Lee,  Dom.  John  (Spalding),  61 

Leeke,  Layk,  Thomas,  xlvii,  xlviii,  60,  69 

Lefe,  William,  19 

Leffe,  Joan,  4 

Legboume,  Line,  81 »,  and  see  Johnson 

priory,  Ixxv-lxxvi,  145 ;  prioress, 

see  Otteley ;  prioress  and  convent, 
74n ;  nuns,  see  FviUbaron, 
Pinchebek,  Tathwell ;  chaplain, 
see  John 

Leghton,  Hugh,  and  his  wife,   114 

Legsby,  Line,  64 

Leicester,  xiv,  xxvi,  xxviii,  xxx,  xlv,  xc, 
son,    3271,    143 

,  abbey,  x,  xiv,  xxii,  xxviii,  xxxv, 

Ixvi,  Ixvii-lxx,  Ixxii,  143;  abbot 
of,  xi,  Ixxxviii,  and  see  Clowne, 
Pexall,  Repyngdon ;  abbot  and 
convent  of,  x,  xi,  xiv,  xxvii,  xxx, 
xlv,  13n,  16,  2U,  24n;  canons  of, 
see  Bathe,  Broughton,  Dethyk, 
Knighton,  Leicester,  Lichfield, 
Nottingham ;  bailiff  of  abbot,  see 
Gybeon 


Leicester — cont. 

,   archdeaconry  of,    ix,    xxi,    xxii, 

xxiii,  xli,  148,  151,  152;  arch- 
deacon of,  see  Mortival 

castle  of,  xi 

,  Christianity  of,  deanery,  32,  143 

,    churches:    All  Saints,    32;    St. 

Leonard,  32  ;  St.  Margaret  (pre- 
bend in  Lincoln),  x,  xi,  32h; 
St.  Martin,  32/;  ;  St.  Mary,  xi, 
Ixxxviii,  32)(,  33;  St.  Nicholas, 
xlvii,    32;   St.  Peter,  32 

,    college    and    hospital    of     the 

Annunciation  in  the  Newarke, 
xi,  xii,  XX,  xxii,  xxx,  xc,  xci- 
xciii,  78,  143;  dean,  see  Boone, 
Grey;  canons,  see  Attercliffe, 
Bekensawe,  Boone,  Brokesby, 
Gillott,    Wygeston 

Wyggeston's  hospital,  xlvi,  12w ; 

Wyggeston  Hospital  Records, 
xciiin,   12ft 

,  earl  of,  see  Beaumont,  Robert 

,  John,  canon  of  Leicester  abbey, 

Ixviii 

Leicestershire,  ix,  xn,  xx,  xxiii 

Leicestershire  Archa:ological  Society, 
Transactions  of,  xxviift,  xliiin, 
xlvH,  12n,  116ft 

Leighhed,  Robert,  of  Horncastle,  66 

Leighlin,  co.  Carlow,  bishop  of,  see  Halsey 

Leighton  Bronieswold,  Hmits.,  1« 

Leighton  Buzzard,  Beds.,  xxix,  102ft  ; 
prebend  in  Lincoln,  prebendary 
of,  see  Massingberd 

Leightonstone,  Himts.,  deaiiery,  xlvi, 
1-3,  142 

Loire,  Leic,   19 

Le  Neve,  J.,  Fasti  Eccl.  Angl.,  xvii/i, 
xviiin,  71ft 

Lenton,  Notts.,  priory,  prior  and  convent 
of,  xxvii,   14 

Lcson,  Thomas,  rector  of  Kegworth,  27 

Letchworth,   Herts.,    113 

Leverton,  Lmc,  xlvii,  59  ;  church,  rector 
of,  see  Shepherd 

Lewknor,  Oxon.,  xxxiii,  36,  119ft.  See 
also  Mouer 

Lewys,  Thomsis,  rector  of  Rothwell, 
xxxv,  86  and  ft 

Leycestre,  William,  canon  of  Caldwell, 
Ixxiv 

Leyk,  see  Leeke 

Liclifield,  John,  48 

Lichfield,  Staff.,  bishop  of,  see  Smith 

,     Richard,     canon    of    Leicester 

abbey,  Ixix,  Ixx 

Liddington,  Rutland,  xxi,  xxiii,  143,  144, 
146,  149;  prebendal  chm-ch,  148, 
151,   152 

Lidlington,  Beds.,  108 

Lifton,  Devon,  chui'cli,  rector  of,  see 
Longland 

Lilleshall,  Salop,  abbot  and  convent,  30ft 

Lilley,  Herts.,  112 


174 


INDEX   OF  PERSONS  AND  PLACES 


Lillingstone  Dayrell,  Bucks.,  iBn 

Lillingstone  Lovell,  Oxon.,   122-123 

Limber  Magna,  Line,  90 

Lincoln,  x,  xxxi,  xxxii,  1,  liv,  Ixxiii,  146 

,  archdeaconry  of,  ix,  x»,  xxi,  ci, 

144,  149 

,  bishop  of,  xi,  34  (bis),  85,  and  sec 

Alnwick,  Atwater,  Beaufort,  Bok- 
yngham,  Ched  worth,  Flemyng, 
Gray,  Grosseteste,  St.  Hugh,  Hugh 
II,  Longland,  Lumley,  Repyng- 
don,  Rotherham,  Russell,  Smith, 
Wolsej' ;  registers  of,  x«,  xiii, 
Ixxxixw 

,  cathedral  church  of,  xxxi,  35,  97, 

117;  chapter  of,  35;  dean  and 
chapter  of,  ix,  xiii,  39,  63)),  81m, 
87??,  94n,  98>i,  lOOn,  117n;  canons 
of,  xii,  Ixxxix,  and  see  Hanson, 
Longland,  Massingberd,  Toneys  ; 
dean  of,  Ixxxix ;  chancellor  of,  see 
Atwater ;  subdean,  93 ;  canons 
residentiary,  95  ;  choristers,  80  ; 
Cantelupe  chantry,  72n,  97^',  atul 
see  Turr  ;  prebends,  see  Asgarby, 
Empingham,  King's  Sutton, 
Leicester  St.  Margaret,  Leighton 
Buzzard,  Liddington,  Sutton-le- 
Marsh,         Thame ;  prebendal 

churches,  xii 

,  priory  of  St.  Katherine,  prior  and 

convent  of,  8 hi,  95h,  98/i  (bis) 

,  Christianity  of,  deanery,  146 

Lincolnshire,  ix,  xh,  xx,  xxiv,  Ixiii,  a)id 
see  Lincoln,  Stow,  archdeaconries  ; 
churches,  xxvh 

Lincolnshire  Rising,  the,  xx 

Linford  Magna,  Bucks.,  51 

Linford  Parva  (in  Newport  Pagnell), 
Bucks.,  xxxvii,  53 

Linslade,  Bucks.,  42 

Linwood,  Line,  88 

Lissington,  Line,  64 

Little  Ashby,  etc.,  see  Ashby  Parva, 
etc. 

Little  Hampton,  Oxon.,  xlix,  122 

Littlemore,  Oxon.,  priory,  Ixxvi-lxxviii, 
144 ;  prioress  of,  Ixxxii,  and  sec 
Welles;  nuns  of;  see  Beauchamp, 
AV'illye,  Wynter 

Lobley,  Peter,  of  Claythorpe,  68 

Lockington,  Leic,  29 

Lockland,  Dom.  Henry  (Sutterton),  70 

Lode,  Alice,  7 

London,  xiii,  xxxi,  Ixiii,  xciv,  xcv,  103, 
122,   123 

,  archdeacon  of,  xiii 

,  bishop  of,  Ixxxvi,  and  see  Stokes- 

ley 

,    cathedral   chuith   of   St.    Paul, 

dean  and  chapter  of,   lOOn,   104>i 

,   churches  :    St.   Clement  Danes, 

124«,  rector  of,  see  Dykar  ;  St. 
Clement  Eastcheap,  124h  ;  St. 
John  the  Evangelist  (?  Zachary 


London,  churches — cont. 

or     Watling     Street),     44;      St. 

Laurence    Poultney,    Candlewick 

Street,    xiii ;    St.   Mildred,   Bread 

Street,  124n,  rector  of,  see  Hilton  ; 

St.  Swithin,  London  Stone,  rector 

of,  see  Parker 
,     chapel     Royal,     dean     of,     see 

Atwater 
college    of    St.    'I'homas    Acres, 

47,  master  and  fellows  of,  xxxviii, 

101 

,  mayor  of,  see  Pulteney 

,   Old    Temple,    camera  of  bishop 

of  Lincoln's  chancellor  in,  2 
,  prioiy  of  St.  Bartholomew,  prior 

and  convent  of,  43 
priory  of  St.  Helen,  prioress  and 

convent  of,    114;    priory  church, 

xiii 
Dr.  John,  warden  of  New  college, 

Oxford,   130  and  n 

,  John,  monk  of  Rajiisey,  Ixiii 

Long  Clawson,  Claxton,  Leic,  23 

Long  Crendon,  Bucks.,  48/i 

Long  Sutton,  Sutton  St.  Mary,  Line,  62  ; 

church,    chaplain   in,    see   Smyth. 

See  also  Lutton,  Sutton  St.  James 
Long  Whatton,  Leic,  29 
Longdene,  Roger  and  his  wife,  112 
Longland,  John,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  fellow 

of  Magdalen  college,   principal  of 

Magdalen  hall,  Oxford,  rector  of 

Lifton,     canon     of     Lincoln     and 

Windsor,      dean      of      Salisbury, 

chancellor     of     Oxford,     xvii     ct 

passim  ;    register  of,  xix 
Longoboby,  Line,  deanery  of,    146,   151 
Lopton,  Isabel,  76 
Lord,  John,   114 
Loughborough,  Leic,  xxiii,  xxxv,  xxxvii, 

xiii,  xlv,  2 In,  30,  143 
Loughton  Magna,  Bucks.,  52 
Lovmde,  John,  69 
Louth,  Line,  xxxv,  1,  Ixxv,  Ixxxvi,  72», 

78  ;   chapel  of  St.  Mary,  72,  145 
Louth    Park,    Line,    abbey,    abbot   and 

convent  of,  94  (i 
Louthesk      and      Ludborough,       Line, 

deanery,  72-75,  145 
Love,  Elizabetli,  107 
Loveden,  Line,  deanery  of,   146,   161 
Loviet,  Lovett,  Mag.  William,  127  and  n 
Low,  Ralph,  xlviii,  107 
Low  Toynton,  Line,  76  ;    church,  rector 

of,  see  Braytofte 
Lowesby,  Leic,  33 
Lownde,  Henrj',  77 
Lowth,  John,  xlvi,  1 
Lubenham,  Leie,  10 
Ludborough,  Line,   73 
Luddington,  Lme,  92 
Ludford  Magna,  Line,  63  ;   church,  vicar 

of,  see  Patenson 
Ludford  Parva,  Line,  64 
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LudgorBhall,    Bucks.,    xlv,    50  :     church, 

rector  of,   sec  Mableatoii  ;    curate 

of,  see  Cutbortson.    See  also  Totch- 

wick 
Ludgokes,  Joan,  135 
Ludlow,  Salop,   148 
Luigton,  see  Ellington 
Lumbe,  Robert,  92 
Lumley,  Mamiaduke,  bishop  of  Carlisle 

and    Lincoln,    niastor    of    Trinity 

hall  and  chancellor  of  Cambridge, 

xiv,  XV 
Lupton,  Mag.   Roger,   provost  of  Eton, 

xcvii,  55 
Lusbv,  Line,  76 
Luton,  Beds.,  xl,  102 
Lutterworth,  Leic,  xxiii,  xlii,  S,  lin,  16, 

143 
Lutton,    Sutton   St.    Nicholas    (in    Long 

Sutton),  Line,  60 
Lutton,   Northt.,   3 ;     chvu-ch,   rector  of, 

see  Higham 

John,  of  Saundby,  07 

Lyman,  John,  xlviii 

Lj'ndesey,  Dr.,  fellow  of  Lincoln  college, 

Oxford,  xcix,  c 
Lyndwood,      William,      bishop     of     St. 

Davids,  Provinciale,  xlin 
Lytwhyt,  John,  60 
Lytyll,  Richard,  69 


Mableston,  Mag.  John,  rector  of  Ludgers- 

hall,  50 
Mablethorpe  St.  Mary,  Lhic,  82 
Mablethorpe  St.  Peter,  Line,  Sin 
Mackerell,  Matthew,  abbot  of  Barlings, 

bishop  of  Chalcedon,  xix 
Magot,  Maket,  Mag.  Thomas,  rector  of 

Tingewick,  47 
Maidenwell,  Line,  72n 
Maids    Moreton,    Bucks.,    46;     church, 

rector  of,  see  Fox 
Makkhill,  Makkyll,  Paul,  124  ;    Richard, 

124 
Maltby,  Mag.  John,  rector  of  Hemswell, 

94  and  n  ;   William,  65 
Maltby-le-Marsh,  Line,  83 
Malton,  Yorks,  N.R.,  priory,  prior  and 

convent  of,   xviiin 
Man,  Henry,    1 ;    Dom.  John,    rector  of 

Edgcott.  47;    Malyn,  40 
Manby,  Line,  74 
Manchester,  xxix,  44 
Manlake,  Line,  deanery,  92-94,  94/),  don 
Mannaryng,      Nicholas,      portioner      in 

W'addesdon,  48 
Manning  and  Bray,   History  of  Surrey, 

UOn 
Manton,  Line,  93 
Maperley,  Alexander,  9 
March,  John,  monk  of  Ramsey,  Ixv 


Mareham-le-Fen,     Line,     65,     and     sec 

Froman 
Mareham-on-the-Hill     (in     Horncastlo), 

Line,  xlvi 
Margaret,  servant  of  bailiff  of  Heynings, 

97 
Markby,   Line,   83 
,    priory,    lxxi/(,     145;    prior    and 

convent  of,    8 In 
Market  Bosworth,  Leie,  xxiii,  xxxi,  19//, 

22,  143.  See  also  Barlestone 
Market  Deeping,  Line,  see  Trugoode 
Market    Harborough    (in    St.    Mary    in 

Arden),  Hauerburgh,   Leie,  xxiii, 

xxvi,  xxvii,  XXX,  10,  13,  143 
Market  Rasen,  Line,  xxxix,  88 
Market  Stainton,  Line,  68  {bis),  and  see 

Smyth 
Markfield,   Leie,   22 
Markyate,  Beds.,  priory  of  Holy  Trinity 

in  the  Wood,  xxiii,    142,  prioress 

and  convent  of,  102,  104  (bis) 
Marlow    Magna,    Bucks.,     37 ;      church, 

vicar  of,    see   Grissingham 
Marlow  Parva,  Bucks.,  priory,  Ixxiii 
Marmyon,   Marmyn,   Thomas,    rector  of 

Dowsby,   56 
Marsh  Bald  on,  Oxon.,  137 
Marsh  Chapel  (in  Fulstow),  Line,  75 
Marsh  Gibbon,  Bucks.,  xlvi,  48  ;   church, 

rector  of,  see  Hawkesford 
Marshall,  Mag.  John,  rector  of  Skegness 

and  fellow  of  Tattershall,   xcvii, 

79  ;     Robert,   vicar  of  Aldenham 

and.    provost    of    Hemingbrough, 

xxxvi  and  /(,  102 
Marston,  Oxon.,  139-140 
Marston  Moretaine,  Beds.,  107  ;    church, 

rector  of,  sec  Raynes 
Marsworth,  Bucks.,   42  ;    church,  rector 

of,  see  Pawlyn 
Marten,  Richard,  49 
Marton,  Line,  98 
,  William,  abbot  of  Bardney,  Ixi, 

Ixii 
Martyn,     Joan,     of    Warborough,     Ixx ; 

Thomas,   rector  of  Gautby,   68 
Mary,  queen  of  France,  xciii ;    princess, 

xxxii 
Maryot,  John,  58 
Mason,      Richard,     alias     Leche,      109 ; 

Robert,    56 ;     Robert,    of    Eden- 

liam,   56;    William,  24 
Massingberd,  Mag.  Christopher,  canon  of 

Lincoln,     archdeacon     of     Stow, 

rector    of    South    Hj^keham    and 

vicar  of  Bicker,  xxxvii,   71 
Maulden,  Beds.,  108 
Mavindes,  Jolin,  of  St.  Neots,   118 
Mavis  Enderby,  Line,  Enderby  Mablish, 

xlviii,  77,  a)id  see  Selars 
Mawar,  Giles,  37 
Mawdesly,  Thomas,   rector  of  Anderbj', 

81n 
Maxon,  Richard,  86 
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Maye,  Walter,  fellow  of  Lincoln  college, 

Oxford,  xcix 
Mayne,  Richard,  47 
Mayres,  Williain,  5 
Medbourne,    Leic,   xxvi,   xxvii,    10,    12  : 

church,    rector    of,     10,    and    sec 

Pysford ;      chaplain  in,  see  Auer- 

leyser.     See  also  Holt 
Medinenham,  Bucks.,  35  ;    abbey,  xxxiii 
Medon,  Robert,   129  ;    Alice,  servant  of, 

129 
Melborn,  John,  32 
Melbume,     John,     of     Diseworth,     153, 

Elizabeth,   servant  of  his  father, 

153 
Melchbourne,  Beds.,  116 
Melling,     Henry,     rector    of    Thornton, 

20 
Melton,  xlix,  113,  ami  see    Conyngton 
Melton    Mowbray,    Leic,    xxiii,    xxviii, 

xxix,  xlvii,  23«,  24n,  25,  143.     See 

also  Freeby 
Melton  Ross,  Line,  Sin 
Mentmore,  Bucks.,  43  ;   church,  vicar  of, 

see  Freman 
Meppershall,  Beds.,  114;  church,  rector 

of,  see  Fitzherbert 
Mercia,  king  of,  see  Ethelred,  Offa 
Merton,  Oxon.,  123 

Merton,   Siu-rey,   priory,   prior  and  con- 
vent, 106/1,  129n 
Merywedder,  John,  xlviii,   113 
Messenger,  Mag.  Roland,  vicar  of  High 

Wycombe,  35 
Messingham,  Line,  93 
Methain,  John,  53 

Michell,    Christopher,    rector    of    Haw- 
ridge,   44  ;    Ranulph,   45 
Middle    Claydon,    Bucks.,    50 ;     church, 

rector  of,  see  Brodehed 
Middle  Rasen  Drax,  Line,  89 
Middle  Raeen  Tupholme,   Line,   89 
Middleton,  Gilbert,  archdeacon  of  North- 
ampton, Ixxxix 
Middleton  Cheney,  Northt.,  127u,  and  see 

Calcote 
Middleton  Stoney,   Oxon.,    125 
Milcombe  (in  Bloxham),  Oxon.,    126»i 
Millbrook,  Beds..  108 
Milling,  Dr.,  151 
Millns,  Myllenes,  Agnes,  71,  72 
Milner,  James  (Ewelme),   121ti 
Milton  Bryant,  Beds.,  103 
Milton     Ernest,     Beds.,     106;      church, 

rector  of,  150 
Milton  Keynes,  Bucks.,  62 
Milton  Magna,  Oxon.,  137h 
Milware,  see  Myivar 
Miningsby,  Line,  75h 
Minster  Lovell,  Oxon.,  xxxvii,   132 
Missenden,  W'illiam,  vicar  of  Biu"gli-on- 

Bain,  xxxii,  65 
Missenden  Magna,  Bucks.,  xxii,  39,   41, 

141,    144 ;     church,    vicar   of,    see 

Ottewell 


Missenden  Magna — cont. 

,  abbey,  Ixxx-lxxxii ;  abbot,  xxix, 

and  see  Fox ;    abbot  and  convent, 

41 ;  canons,  see  Gynger,  Ottewell, 

Palmer,   Slyther 
Missenden  Parva,   Bucks.,  xxix,   40 
Misshell,    lillizabeth,    wife    of    Thomas, 

xlviii,   134 
Mistorton,  Leic,  xlii,  xliii,  xlv,   17-18 
Mitcham,    Smrey,    church,   vicar  of,   see 

Bagthwayte 
Mixbury,  Oxon.,  123 
Mixhon,  Richard,  xlvii,  98 
Moffam,  Thomas,  Joan,  wife  of,   1,  75 
Moigne,    Elizabeth,    nun    of    Stixwould, 

Ixxxv  ;    I\Iag.  and  his  wife,  xxxiv, 

xxxvi,  63 
Molesworth,  Hmits.,  3 
MoUington  (in  Cropredy),  Oxon.,  126n 
Monasticon  Anglicanum,  lxxiii«,  Ixxxixji 
Mondchelyngton,    see   Chellington 
Monke,     John,     fellow     of     Tattersliall, 

xcvii 
jMonks  Risborough,  Bucks.,  x 
Montagu,  Henry,   125 
Moorby,  Line,  66 
Moorton,  Richard,   15 
Morborne,  Hiuits.,  3 
More,  see  Northmoor 
,  John,  45  :  Dom.  Richaril  (Whap- 

lode  Drove),  58 
Morgan,    Dr.,    commissary,     xxi,     xxiv, 

xcvii,  c,  ci ;   Joan,  ill 
Mortival,  Roger,  archdeacon  of  Leicester, 

bishop  of  Salisbiu-y,  xliii,  Ixxxix 
Morton-by-Boume,  Line,  xlvi,  57 
Morton-by-Gainsborough,  Line,  96h 
Moser,  John,  abbot  of  Newhouse,  91 
Mote,  Thomas,  and  Alice  his  wife,  115 
Mouer  (Asliampstead  or  Cadmore  End  in 

Lewknor),  Oxon.,  chapel  of,  36 
Moulsoe,  Bucks.,  53 
Moulton,  Line,  60  ;    church,  vicar  of,  see 

Bond 
Mountsorrel     (in     B  arrow-on -Soar     and 

Rothley),  Leic,  xlv,  28,  29 
Mower,  Robert,  8 
Mowsley  (in  Knaptoft),  Leic,    IS 
Moyses,  James,  and  his  wife,   1 
Muckton,  Line,  72 
Multon,  Katherine,  69 
Mumby,  Line,   Sl/i ;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Cartwright 
Mvmden  Parva,  Herts.,   109 
Mursley,    Bucks.,    42  ;      church,    rector 

of,  see  Cleydon;    deanery,  41-45, 

144 
Muston,  Leic,  25;    church,  rector  of,  see 

Clyfton 

,  John,  vicar  of  Westbuiy,   40 

Myles,  Mylls,  Robert,  vicar  of  Abkettleby 

and  rector  of  Saxelby,  25 
Myll.  George,  107 
Myllenes,  see  Millns 
Mylling,  Dr.,  150 
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Mylvar,  Milware,  John,  rector  of  Waven- 

don,  52 
Mynge,  Giles,  41 
Mynskips,  Mag.,  4 


Nailetone,  Leic,  22.     i5ee  aZso  Barton-in- 

Fabis,  Normanton-le-Heath 
Name  of  Jesus,  feast  of,  xcviii 
Narborough,    Leic,    17;     church,   rector 

of,  see  Darley 
Navenby,  Liiic,  7,  mid  see  Thirland 
Nayler,  Jolin,  97 
Nedes,  John,  17 
Needingworth  (in  Holywell),  Hxinte.,   7, 

118 
Negropont,  bishop  of,  see  Hatton 
Nelson,  Alexander,  xlviii,  98  ;  Robert,  91 
Nene  river,  valley  of,  xxiii,  xcv,  xcvi 
Ness,  Line,  deanery,  146,  149,  152 
Nether  Broughton,  Leic,  23>i 
Nether  Seal,  Leic,  see  Seal 
Nether  Winchendon,  Bucks.,  48» 
Nether  Worton  (in  Tew  Magna),  Oxon., 

xlv,  126 
Nettleham,  Line,  98 
Nettleton,  Line,  88 
Nevell,  John,   rector  of  Knaptoft,    148, 

151  ;    Michael,  51 
Neville  family,  of  Raby,  xiv 
jVew  English  Dictionary,  xxvji 
Newbo,  Line,  abbev,  abbot  and  convent, 

97>i 
Newbold  Verdon,  Leic,  19n 
Newby,  John,  12 

Newcourt,    Richard,    Repertorium,    llOn 
Newent,     Gloue,    xciv ;      alien    priory, 

xciv 
Newhouse,   Line,  abbey,  xxxiii ;  abbot, 

see   Esington,   Moser,  Sawndalle; 

abbot  and  convent,  90n,  95n  (3) 
Newington,  Oxon.,  137n 
Newman,  John,  38 
Newnham,    Beds.,    priory,    xxii,    Ixxii, 

Ixxiv,  141  ;   prior  and  convent  of, 

105»,  108w,  114 
Newnham    Murren    (in    North    Stoke), 

Oxon.,  xxxiii 
Newnham  Paddox,  Warw.,  xlii,  16,  and 

see  Fylding 
Newport,  Bucks.,  deanery,  51-54,  144 

,  Mag.,  xxxii,  20 

Newport  Pagnell,  Bucks.,  51n,  144.     iS'ee 

also  Linford  Parva 
NewBtead-on-Anchohne,     Line,     priory, 

prior  and  convent  of,  9 In 
Newstead-by-Stamford,     Line,     priory, 

Ixxii,  146 
Newton,  Line,  56 
,  Alice,  alias  Comer,  66  ;  Thomas, 

6 
Newton  Blossom ville,  Bucks.,  52 


Newton    Harcourt    (in    Wistow),    Leic, 

xxvii,   13 
Newton  Longville,  Bucks.,  53 
Newton  Purcell,  Oxon.,  xxxi,  122 
Newton     St.     Loe,     Somerset,     church, 

rector  of,  see  Sutton 
Newton-by-Toft,  Line,  89 
Newton-on -Trent,  Line,  98-99,  and  see 

Johnson 
Neys,  Agnecius,  see  Agnus 
Nicols,  John,  of  Islip,  137 
Nocton  Park,  Line,  priory,  Ixxii,  146 
Noke,  Oxon.,  124 
Norbin-ys,  Hugh,  115 
Norcoteg,  Thomas,  65 
Norfolk,  IxLii ;   archdeacon  of,  see  Sponne 
Normanby-by-Spital,  Line,  95 
Normanby-on-the-Wold,  Line,  89 
Normanton-le-Heath       (in       Nailstone), 

Leic,  22 
Norrea,  Thomas,  139 
North,  William,  49 
North  Aston,  Oxon.,   129  (bis),  and  see 

And' 
North  Carlton,  Line,  98m 
North  Coates,  Line,  87  ;    church,  rector 

of,  see  Briayn 
North  Cockerington,  Line,  72 n 
North  Collingham,  Notts.,  Iviii 
North  Crawley,  Crawley  Boriall,  Bucks., 

52 
North  Elkington,  Line,  73 
North     Holland,     Line,     deanery,     see 

Holland 
North  Kelsey,  Line,  87n,  88n  :   prebend 

in   Lincoln,    xvii ;  prebendary  of, 

see  Longland 
North  Kilworth,  Leic,  18,  19 
North  Leigh,   Oxon.,    129 
North  Marston,  Bucks.,  48 
North    Mimms,    Herts.,     102;     church, 

vicar  of,  see  Walkar 
North  Ormsby,  Hornesbe,  Line,  73 
North  Reston,  Line,  74 
North  Somercotes,  Line,  74 
North    Stoke,    Oxon.,    xxxiii;     church, 

curate  of,  see  Bradshaw.     <See  also 

Newnham  Murren 
North  Thoresby,  Line,  83u 
North  Thm-maston   (in  Barkby),   Leic, 

xlv..  32 
North  Willingham,  Line,  88 
Northampton,    see   Shefford ;     abbey   of 

St.  James,  147  ;   archdeaconry  of, 

ix,  XX,  xxi,  xxii,  Ixiii,  3,  146,  147, 

148;  archdeacon  of,  see  Middleton, 

Pyel ;     church  of  All  Saints,   xc, 

144,     148,     151  ;     deanery,     151 ; 

hospital  of  St.  John,  Ixxii,  147 
Northamptonshire,    ix,    xxvi,    xxxi,    Ixiii 
Northchurch,  see  Berkhampstead 
Northill,  Beds.,   114 
Northmoor,    Oxon.,    More,    xxxvi,    133; 

church,  ciirate  of,  see  William 
Northorpe,  Line,  97,  and  see  Farmare 
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Norton,  see  King's  Norton 

Norton -juxta-Twycross,        Leic,        20; 

church,  rector  of,  see  Horme 
Norwich,  xiv  ;    bishop  of,  see  Alnwick  ; 

diocese.    Visitations  of,  xx  and  n 
Noseley,    Leic,    xHii,    xliv,    Ixxxix,    12  : 

chapel,    warden    of,     see    Ward ; 

chaplain  in,  see  Hares 
Nostoll,    Yorks.,    W.R.,    priory    of    St. 

Oswald,    prior    and    convent   of, 

64n 
Nottingham,  xxvii,  14?!  ;    archdeacon  of, 

see  Hatton 
,  John,  canon  of  Leicester  abbey, 

Ixix 
Nottinghamshire,  churches,  xxv« 
Nun    Appleton,    Yorks.,    W.R.,    jn-iory, 

prioress  and  convent,   73u 
Nuncoton,    Line,    prioiy,    Ixxv,    Ixxxv, 

145 ;  nuns  of,  see  Colman,  Fiddyll, 

Kolk,  Robynson,  Thomson 
Nuneham  Courtney,  Oxon.,  138 
Nutley,  Bucks.,  abbey,  xxxiv,  144 ;   abbot 

and  convent,  xxviii,  45,  46  [bis], 

53» 


Oadby,  Leic,  14 

Oakley,   Beds.,   105  ;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Wyon 
Oakley,    Bucks.,    4'J ;     church,    vicar  of, 

see  Clar.     See  also  Boarstall 
Obroy,  Agnes,  59 
Ockeley,  Ockely,  John,  44 
Oddington,  Oxon.,   123 
Odell,  Bods.,  104  ;    church,  rector  of,  see 

Sutton 
Offa,  king  of  Mercia,  Ixiv 
Offley,  Herts.,  112 
Offord  Clvmv,  Hunts.,  xxxv,    117 
Offord  Darcy,  Hunts.,   117 
Okeney,  Bucks.,  51n 
Okes,  John,  26 

Old  Dalby,  see  Dalby-on-the-Wolds 
Old  Hurst  (in  St.  Ives),  Hunts.,  7 
Old  Warden,  Beds.,  113,  and  see  Watford 
Old  Weston  (in  Bi'ington),  Himts.,  \n,  3n 
Olney,    Bucks.,    61w.     See  also   Weston 

Underwood 
Onlyp,  see  Wanlip 
Orby,  Line,  xxxiv,  79,  and  see  Jacson, 

Oett 
Ormeston,  W.,  21 
Orton,  see  Cole  Or  ton 
Orton-on-the-Hill,  Leic,  22 
Orton  Longville,   Hunts.,  xxxvii,   3 
Orton  Waterville,  Hunts.,  3 
Osb.  . .  .,  Jolm,  57 
Osborn,  Ralph,  69 
Osbourn,  Elias,  104 
Osbournby,  Line,  55 


Oseney,  Oxon.,  abbey,  xxxvi,  Ixxii, 
Ixxviii,  146  ;  abbot  and  convent, 
45,  47,  120n,  122n,  VIS  and  n  (bis), 
134n,  136,  139n;  canon  of,  see 
Taunton  ;  cathedral  church,  dean 
of,  see  Cox 

Osgathorpe,  Leic,  27n. 

Oterby,  see  Utterby 

Otteley,  Agnes,  prioress  of  Legboiu'ne, 
Ixxv,  Ixxvi 

Ottewell,  John,  canon  of  Missenden,  vicar 
of  Missenden  Magna,  Ixxxi,  Ixxxii 

Oimdle,  Northt.,  deanery,  xxi,  3n,  151 

Over  Winchendon,  B\icks.,  49 

Over  Worton,  Oxon.,  127 

Oving,  Bucks.,  48;  church,  rector  of, 
see  Richards 

Owen,  John,  121 

Owerby,  Line,  90 

Owmby,  Line,  87;? 

Owmby-by-Spital,  Line,  95 

Owston,   Leic,    13,    143 

,   abbey,   Ixxiii,    154;    abbot    and 

convent  of,  8 

Owston,  Line,  xlvii,  98 

Oxcombe,  Line,  66 

Oxfortl,  xxi,  xlix,  Ixxvi,  Ixxvii,  Ixxxvi, 
65,  99,  147,  a^id  see  Wikisley 

,    archdeaconry    of,    ix,    xx,    xxi, 

xxiv,  146,  147,  148,  149 

,  churches  :   All  Saints,  xcix,  138  ; 

St.  Aldate,  137h  ;  St.  Clement, 
137n;  St.  Cross  (in  St.  Peter 's- 
in-the-East),  139  ;  St.  Ebbe,  139 
(bis);    St.  Giles,  140  ;    St.  Martin, 

139  ;     St.  Mary  Magdalene,   xlvi, 

140  ;  St.  Mary  Virgin,  137  ;  St. 
Michael  at  the  Northgate,  xxxvi, 
xcix,  139 ;  St.  Michael  at  the 
Southgate,  I'Sln;  St.  Peter-le- 
Bailey,  140 ;  St.  Peter-in-tho- 
East,  137n,  see  also  Wolvercoto  ; 
St.  Thomas,  139 

,   deanery  of,  137-140,  147 

,  vmiversity,  xii,  xv  ;    chancellor, 

see  Russell 
Brasenose  college,  xii,  xv,  xcix, 

ci,  cii ;    principal  and  fellows  of, 

136 ;     fellows  of,    see   Hawardon, 

Sutton,  Tippyng 

,   Christ  Church,  dean  of,  see  Cox 

,  Collegium  Cardinalitium,  xxxiv, 

Ixxviii 

,  Durham  college,  70n 

Lincoln  college,   xii,  xv,   xcviii, 

xcix,  c,   ci,   40,    146;    rector  and 

fellows,   130n  ;    rector,  see  Drax  ; 

fellows,     see     Byard,      Campion, 

Hynkersoll,  Jay,  Lacy,  Lyndesey, 

Maye  ;    Fyndern  fellowship,  xcix, 

c,  ci 
Magdalen  college,  fellows  of,  see 

Atwater,  Longlaud 
Magdalen  hall,  i)rmcipal  of,  see 

Longland 
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Oxford — cont. 

,    Merton   college,    fellow   of,    see 

Chedworth 
,     New    college,    warden    of,    see 

London  ;    fellow  of,  see  Russell 
,    Oriel    college,    xii,    xcviii,    146  ; 

provost  of,  see  Wyllysford 
,  Pembroke  college,  fellow  of,  see 

Smith 
priorj'  of  St.  Frideswide,  xxxiv, 

Ixxvi,  Ixxviii-lxxix,    146  ;     prior, 

see  Burton  ;    prior  and  convent,  49 

(5),  53/1,  Uin,  I39n,  140/i;  canon, 

see  Oxford,  Taunton 
,  Thomas,    canon    of   St.    Frides- 

wide's,     vicar     of     Worminghall, 

xxxiv,  49 
Oxfordshire,  xxi,  xxiv,  xxviii,  xxix,  xlv, 

Ixxviii 
Oxney  (in  Peterborough),  Northt.,  priory, 

Iviii,  lix 


Pachett,   Robert,   rector  of  Shelton  (?), 

vicar  of   Billesdon   and   Rothlej-, 

116 
Packington,  Leic,  29 
Padbury,  Bucks.,  46 ;    church,  vicar  of, 

see  Alwey 
Pag,  Richard,  19 
Page,  Elizabeth,  72  ;   John,  66  ;   Robert, 

66 
Pakey,  William,  69 
Palgrave,  Mag.  John,  rector  of  Keyston, 

3n 
Palmer,    Bartholomew,    5;     John,     17; 

Roger,  canon  of  Missenden,  Ixxxi ; 

Rose,   107 ;    William,  vicar  of  St. 

Ives,  5 
Pangbourn,  William,  liii,  137 
Panton,  Line,  73 
Paris,  85 
Parkar,  Henry,  of  Huntingdon,   153  (see 

Parker,   Richard) ;    Nicholas  and 

his  sister,  37 
Parker,   Richard,   vicar  of  St.   SwithLn, 

London  Stone,  81  ;    Richard,  8 
Parkyat,  Thomas,  53 
Parkynson,  see  Perkynson 
Partney,   Line,   78,    79;     bailiff  of,    69; 

monastery,  abbot  of,  see  Ethelred 
Pasmer,  John,  88 
Patenson,  John,  canon  of  Sixhill,  vicar  of 

Ludford  Magna,  63 
Pavenham  (in  Felmersham),  Beds.,   106 
Pawlyn,  Thomas,  vicar  of  Marsworth,  42 
PawBon,  Thomas,  of  Stiu'ton,  100 
Paxton   Magna,    Hunts.,    117;     church, 

vicar    of,    xxxii,     118.     See    also 

Toseland 
Paxton  Parva  (in  Paxton  Magna),  Hunts. , 

117 
Paybody,      Doni.      Richard,      vicar     of 

Amesby,  17 


Payne,  John,  125 

Paynson,  Dom.  Thomas  (Leake),  72 

Peacock,  Edward,  xx 

Pease,  John,  70 

Poatling  Magi:a,  Leic,  lii,    19 

Peatling  Parva,  Leic,  18 

Peckleton,  Leic,  22 

Pell,  Dom.  Thomas  (Eaat  Norton),  31  ; 

William,   31 
Penn,  Bucks.,  37,  38 
Penny,  John,   119 
Pennjnigton,  William,  1,  72 
Penson,  Robert,  of  Cumberworth,   83 
Perce,  24 

Percy  family,  Ixxiii 
Pere,  Nicholas,  115 
Pereson,  William,   139 
Perkynson,    Parkjnison,   Thomas,    xlviii, 

81 
Permynter,     Mag.     Thomas,     rector    of 

Carlton,  105 
Perpoynt,  Henry,  139 
Person,  Richard,  123 
Pert,  Joan,  80 
Pertenhall,  Beds.,  117 
Peterborough,    Northt.,     143-     <S^ee    also 

Oxney 
abbey,     xiii,     xiv,     xxiii,     liv, 

Ivii-lxi,  Ixiii,  Ixvi,  Ixvii,  ciii,  147  ; 

abbot,    see    Assheton,     Chamber, 

Kirton,      Ramsey  ;       abbot     and 

convent,  xiii,  xiv,  xviiin 
,  bishop  of,  see  Chamber ;  deanery, 

xxi,    151. 
Petesby,  Thomas,  xlix,  66 
Petsoe,  Bucks.,  5\n 
Pett,  John,  of  OrbJ^   79  ;    Thomas,    1 
Pettit,  John,   103 

Petvin,  Dom.  Henry  (Eastwell),  26 
Pew,  Thomas,   136 
Pexall,     Richard,     abbot    of    Leicester, 

Ixvii,  Ixviii-lxx 
Peynter,   Christopher,    131 
Philipps,  Dom.  Thomas,  rector  of  Silton 

(Wootton,  Woodstock),  xxxii,  131 
Phipes,  Phippes,  John  and  Alice  his  wife, 

xlix,   128 
Pickwell,  Leic,  13 

Pickworth,  Line,  56,  and  see  Heyther 
Piddington  (in  Ambrosden),  Oxon.,   138 
Piddlehinton,  Dorset,  chxirch,  rector  of, 

see  Atwater 
Pidley  (in  Somersham),  Hmits.,  7 
Pigot,  Thomas,  39 
Pilham,  Line,  96m 
Pilkyn,  Thomas,  servant  of  Dom.  Roger 

Kaye,   104 
Pillitt,  Thomas,  78 
Pinchbeck,  Line,  60 

Pinchebek,     Elizabeth,     nun     of     Leg- 
bourne,  Ixxv,  Ixxvi 
Piper,  Charles,  of  Elsfield,  137 
Pirton,  Herts.,  112 
Pirton,  Oxon.,  see  Pyrton 
Pitchcott,  Bucks..  49 
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Pitstone,  Bucks.,  43 

Plante,  William,  Ixvii 

Plommer,  John,  4 

Plummer,  Richard,  fellow  of  Fothering- 

hay,  xciii 
Plumrige,  John,  36 
Plvimton,  Thomas,  66 
Plungar,  Leic,  25 
Plunton,  John,  66 
Podington,  Beds.,  105 
Pointon    (in   Sempringham),    Lines.,    see 

Sothyll,  Sturdy 
Pollyn,  see  PuUyn 
Polydore      Virgil,      rector      of      Church 

Langton,    archdeacon     of    Wells, 

XXX,  9 
Pope,  see  Gregory,  Urban 
Post,  James,  97 
Potter,  Robei-t,  61 
Pottesgrave,  Richard,  rector  of  Hecking- 

ton,  xxvH 
Pottesgrove,  Beds.,  103 
Potton,  Beds.,  114,  and  see  Este 
Pouaifrett,    Thomas,    canon   of   Bovirne, 

Ixxxviii 
Powar,  John,  45 
Prat,  Amice,  19 
Pratum    Minus,    prebend    in    Hereford, 

prebendary  of,  see  Clyfton 
Premonstratensian  Order,  x 
Preston,  Northt.,  deanery,  151 
Preston,   Anne,   nun  of  Elstow,    Ixxxiii, 

Ixxxiv  ;    Margery,  mm  of  Elstow, 

Ixxxiv 
Preston    Bisset,    Bucks.,    46 ;     church, 

rector  of,  see  Underwod 
Prestwold,  Leic,  xlii,  3 In,  33.     See  also 

Hoton 
Princes  Risborough,  Bucks.,  liii,  39 
Priour,  Richard,  4 
Prittlewell,    Essex,    priory,     prior    and 

convent,  llOn 
Pryk,  Mag.,  51 

Pryvall,  Thomas,  alias  Godeson,  52 
Puddington,  Agnes,  of  Badby,   153 
Pulloxhill,  Beds.,  108 
Pullyn,  PolljTi,  Richard,  rector  of  South 

Reston,  83  and  n  ;   Thomas,  83 
Pulteney,  John,  mayor  of  London,  xlii ; 

Thomas  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 

xlii,  xliii,  xlv 
Puttenliam,  Herts.,  xxxi,  102 
Pyel,  Henry,  archdeacon  of  Northamp- 
ton, xiii ;    John,  xiii 
Pyke,  Richard,  11 
Pyrton,  Pirton,  Oxon.,  xxxvii,  121 
Pysford,  John,  rector  of  Baginton,  xxx  ; 

Roger,  rector  of  Medboume,  xxx 
Pyver,    Thomas,    canon    of   Dorchester, 

Ixx,  Ixxi 


Quadring,  Line,   70  ;    church,   vicar  of, 
see  HanBarte 


Quainton,  Bucks.,  xxix,  48;  church, 
rector  of,  see  Brudenell 

Queniborough,  Leic,  33 

Quicherat,  Jules,  Proces.  . .  .  de  Jeanne 
d'Arc,  xv/i 

Quoni,  Quorndon  (in  Barrow-on-Soar), 
Leic,  xlv,  28,  29  ;  manors  of  Over- 
hall  and  Netherhall,  xlv 

Qwene,  Henry,  137 

Qwyncy,  Walter,  79 


Raby,  co.  Durham,  xiv 

Radclive,  Bucks.,  45n 

Radclyff,  Robert,  37 

Radnage,  Bucks.,  36  ;  church,  rector  of, 
see  Jones 

Radwell,  Herts.,  110 

Ragdale,  Leic,  33 

Raithby  (near  Louth),  Line,  73 

Raithby  (near  Spilsby),  Line,  75/( 

Ramesey,  John,  follow  of  Tattershall, 
xcvii ;    Nicholas,  wife  of,   58 

Ramsey,  Hunts.,  Ixv,  5n,  142,  143,  and 
see  Wiks 

,    abbey,    xiv,    xxiii,    liv,    Iv-lvii, 

Ix,  Ixiii-lxvi,  ciii,  6 ;  abbot,  see 
Alphege,  Sulgrave,  Warboys ; 
abbot  and  convent,  xiv,  5/i, 
6h,  7  and  n ;  prior,  see  Ramsey  ; 
almoner,  6,  7 ;  monks  of,  sec 
Aylwyn,  Brancaster,  Broughtou, 
Burwell,  Crowland,  Eldred,  Elsyn, 
Hart,  Houghton,  Huntington, 
London,  Marcli,  Ringstead,  Ryng- 
sted,   St.  Ives,   Sawtre,   Stowe. 

,    John,    prior   of   Ram.sey,    Ixiii ; 

William,  abbot  of  Peterborough, 
Iviii,  his  register,  xviii/i 

Ramson,  James,  vicar  of  Wingrave,  43 

Ranby,  Line,  68 

Rand,  Line,  65;  church,  rector  of,  see 
Folneby 

Raston,  Joan,  82 

Ratby,  Leic,  xlii,  17,  19 

Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreak,  Leic,   31 

Raveley  Magna  (in  Upwood),  Hunts.,  7 

Raveley  Parva  (in  Wistow),  Hunts.,  5-6 

Ravensden,  Beds.,  115 

Ravenstone,  Bucks.,  51 

Raves,  John,  127  ;    Richard,   127 

Rawlyn,  Robert,  138 

Rawnce,  Agnes,  40 

RajTie,  John,  vicar-general,  xx,  xxi, 
xxiv,  Ixii,  Ixiii,  Ixvi,  Ixix,  Ixx, 
Ixxiv,  Ixxv,  Ixxxiii,  Ixxxvii,  xcii, 
xciv,  xcvii,  xcix,  c,  ciii,  civ 

RajTies,  Reynes,  Dr.,  rector  of  Marston 
Moretaine,    107,   150 

Raynford,  Thomas,  4 

Raynold,  William,   10 

Reading,  Berks.,  abbey,  abbot  and  con- 
vent, of  119,  129n 
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Rearsby,  Leic,  33 

Redberd,  Richard,  rector  of  Bradenham, 

36 
Redbourne,  Line,  93 
Redd,  Thomas,  50 
Rede,    of   [Hiisborne]   Crawlev,    wife  of, 

109;   John,  15 
Redibown,  Hunts.,  6  and  n 
Redmile,  Leic,  24 
Reepham,  Line,  99 
Reid,  Robert,  Beatrice,  daughter  of,  77, 

and  see  Roger 
Renhold,  Beds.,  117 
Repam,  Richard,  58 
RepjTigdon,   Philip,   abbot  of  Leicester, 

bishop  of  Lincoln,  xi,  xiv,  xv 
Rery,  Henry,  vicar  of  Wootton,   lOou 
Revesby,  Line,  abbey,  xxxiii ;   abbot  of, 

xxxiii ;  abbot  and  convent  of,  67, 

82  n 
Reydysdall,  John,  and  Agnes  his  wife,  60 
Reynes,  see  Ravnes 
Reynold,  Thomas,  120 
Reysull,  John,  of  Ashby  (?  bv-Partnev), 

79 
Riby,  Line,  88 
Richard ,    17;     Richard,   39;     Dom. 

Richard  (Hawridge),  xxxv,  44 

,  II,  king,  XXX  ;    III,  king,  xv 

Richards,     Dom.     Thomas,     rector     of 

Oving,  48 
Richardson,  wife  of,  1 39  ;    Jenet,  widow 

of  John,  68  ;   John,  80  ;   William, 

xlviii,     85;  Dom.    William    (Tur 

Langton),  10 
Riclimond,  archdeacon  of,  see  Scrope 
Richmondshire,  Yorks.,  N.R.,  xxx 
Ridgmont,  Beds.,  109.  <See  also  Segenhoe 
Ringstead,  Thomas,  prior  of  St.  Ives,  Ixv 
Riplay,  Robert,  of  Grimsby,  84 
Ripley,  Dom.  Robert  (Scartho),  84 
Ripon,  Yorks.,  W.R.,  minster,  Ixxxviii 
Ripon,  Memorials  of,  en 
Rippingale,  Line,  55n 
Risby,  Line,  92 
Riseholme,  Line,  98 
Riseley,  Beds.,  116 

Ro William,  90 

Robert  Bossu,  earl  of  Leicester,  x 

Robert,  John,  59 

Robertson,    Margaret,    servant   of  Mag. 

Rygges,    83 
Robson,  Leonard,  2 
Robynson,  Alice,  niui  of  Nuncoton,  Ixxv  ; 

John,   59 ;    John  and  wife,    140 ; 

Richard,  13 
Rochester,  Kent,  bishop  of,  see  Avjdley, 

Rotherham 
Rockingham,    Northt.,    castle,    xxi  :     see 

Watson,  Wise 
Roger,    Sir   (?)   fellow   of   Fotheringhay, 

xcv ;    servant    of    Robert    Reid, 

77 
Rogers,  Thomas,  rector  of  Thornton,  47 
Roke,  John,  vicar  of  Whaddon,  41 


Rolland,  William,  74 

Rolleston  (in  Billesdon),  Leic,  11 

Rollright  Magna,  Oxon.,   136 

Rollright  Parva,  Oxon.,  136 

Roper,  John,  62  ;  Dom.  John  (Swinhope), 
84 

Rosse,  Richard,  12 

Roston,  Mag.  Richard,  bishop's  chan- 
cellor, XX,  Ixxviii,  Ixxx,  xcvi, 
21,  112,  144,  151,  153 

Rotherby,  Leic,  33 

Rotherham,  Thomas,  archbishop  of 
York,  bishop  of  Rochester  and 
Lincoln,  chancellor  of  England, 
master  of  Pembroke  college  and 
chancellor  of  Cambridge,  xv,  xvi; 
his    York    register,    xviiin,    Iviiin 

Rothley,  Leic,  16,  29;  church,  vicar  of, 
see  Pachett.  See  also  Mount- 
sorrel 

Rothwell,  Line,  86 ;  church,  rector  of, 
see  Lewys 

Rothwell,  Northt.,  deanery,  151 

Rousham,  Oxon.,  130-131,  and  see 
Speman ;  church,  rector  of,  see 
Toilet 

Ro^vney  (in  Sacombe),  Herts.,  hospital 
of,  109  ;   master  of,  see  Tatton 

Roxby,  Line,  93 

Roxton,  Beds..   115-116,    116h 

Royston,  Herts.,  xxxi 

Ruckland,  Line,  73 

Rugby,  Warw.,  xxx 

Pvuscombe,  Berks.,  prebend  in  Salisbury, 
prebendary  of,  see  Atwater 

Riissell,  John,  chancellor  of  Oxford  and 
bishop  of  Lincoln,  xv,  xvi ;  Jolin, 
master  of  Fotheringhay,  xciv, 
xcv  ;  John,  rector  of  Begbrooke 
and  vicar  of  Yarnton,  xxxiii ; 
Richard,  64 

Ruston,  John,  rector  of  East  Keal,  77 

Rutland,  ix,  xxiii,  Ixiii ;  deanery,  147, 
151 

Rutter,  William,  119 

Rygeley,  T.,  15 

Rygges,   Mag.,    83 

Rymer,  Thomas,  Foedera,  xvn 

Ryngsted,  John,  monk  of  Ramsey, 
Ivi 

Rysley,  Richard,  114 


Sacheverell,  Sir  Francis,  xci,  xcii 

Sacombe,  Herts.,  1 1 171.     See  aUo  Rowney 

Sadd,  Robert,  103 

Saddeler,  Richard,  134 

Saddington,    Leic,    12  :     church,    rector 

of,  see  Silvester ;    chaplain  in,  see 

Carter 
St.  Agatha,  abbey  of,  see  Easby 
St.  Albans,  Herts.,  xiv,  xxiii,  43,   142 
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St.  Albans,  Herts — cont. 

abbey,   143;  abbot  and  convent 

of,   43,  5U,  lOlji,  102  andn,  106; 

jurisdiction  of,  x,  and  see  Binham, 

Wymondham 
St.  Augustine,  Ixxiii 

Saint-Evroult  (Orne),  abbey,  xliii 

St.   Hvigh,  bishop  of  Lincoln,   feast  of, 

xcviii 
St.  Ives,  Hunts.,  xxxviii,  li,  Ixiv,  Ixv,  5, 
142      See  also  Old  Hurst 

,  church,  5,  vicar  of,  see  Palmer ; 

deanery,  5-7,    \\8n,   142 

,  priory,  Iv ;    prior,  see  Ringstead. 

Rowland,  monk  of  Ramsey,  Ixv 

St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  prior  of,  51,  90,  96 

{bis).  lUn.  113n 
St.  Mary  in  Ai'den,  Leic,   13.     See  also 

Market  Harborough 
St.  Mary  Overies,  sec  Southwark 
St.  Neots,  Hunts.,  xxiii,  xxxii,  xlix,  117, 
142,  and  see  Mavindes  ;  deanery, 
6n,  117-118;  priory,  xxii,  142,  147 
St.  Oswald,  Iviii ;  priory  of,  see  Nostell 
Saint-Pierre-sur-Dives  (Calvados),  abbey, 

XXX,  Ixxivn 
St.  Sithney,  Cornwall,  xxxii,  20 
Saleby,  Line,  xxxviii,  82 
Salford,  Beds.,  108 
Salford,  Oxon.,  135 

Salisbury,  Wilts.,  bishop  of,  see  Audley, 
Mortival 

,    cathedral    church,    canons    of, 

see  Atwater,  Longland  ;  chancellor 
of,    135  ;    prebends  in,   see  Alton, 
Brixworth,  Grantham,  Ruscombe, 
Shipton,    Audley   chantrj'    in,  ci ; 
dean   of,    see   Atwater,   Longland 
Sallet,  Thomas,  120 
Salop,  archdeaconry  of,  148 
Saltby,  Leic,  24 

Salter,    Herbert,    xxii ;     Subsidy   in  dio. 
Lincoln,      1526,      xliii ;       Church- 
wardens' Presentments,  xxin 
Salter,  Thomas,  41 
Saltfieetby  All  Saints,  Line,  72n 
Saltfleetby  St.  Clement,  Line,  72/!,  75n 
Saltfieetby  St.  Peter,  Line,  74,  75 
Sandford,  Robert,  Ixxvi 
Sandford   St.   Martin,    Oxon.,    138.     See 

also  Grove 
Sandford-on-Thames,   Oxon.,    139 
Sandon,  Herts.,  110 

Sandwell,  Staff.,  priory,  prior  and  con- 
vent of,  40  and  n 
Sandy,  Beds.,  xlviii,  113 
Sanson,  John,  26 

Santiago  de  Compostela,  pilgrim  to,  2 
Sapcote,  Leic,  18 
Sarsden,  Cerceden,  Oxon.,  135 
Saundby,  Notts.,  97,  and  see  Lutton 
Saimderson,  Ricliard,  92 
Saunderton,  Buclis.,  37  ;    church,  rector 

of,  see  Gryffyn 
Sawer,  George,  58 ' 


Sawncoen,  Richard,  68,  and  see  Alice, 
Sawndalle,  William,  abbot  of  Newhouse, 

91 
Sawtre,  William,  monk  of  Ramsey,  Ixiv 
Sawtry  (Moyne),  All  Saints,  Hunts.,  4 
Sawtry(Beaumes),  St.  Andrew,  Hunts.,  3 
Saxby,  Leie,  24 
Saxby  (near  Barton-on-Humber),  Line, 

92 
Saxby  (near  Lincoln),  Line,  95 
Saxelby,    Leie,    33;     church,   rector  of, 

see  Myles 
Saxilby,  Line,  99 

Saye,  John,  Margaret,  servant  of,  40 
Scalford,  Leie,  23n,  34 
Scampton,  Line,  99 

Scartho,  Line,  83-84  :   church,  rector  of, 
see  Fisher  ;  chaplain  in,  see  Ripley 
Scawby,  Line,  93 

Seisson,  Mag.  Thomas,  rector  of  Filling- 
ham,  94 
Scot,  John,  20 

Scot  Willoughby,  Line,  55n,  57 
Scothern,  Line,  99 
Scotter,  Line,  xlix,  97 
Scotton,  Line,  97.     See  also  East  Ferry 
Scraptoft,  Leie,  11 
Scremby,  Line,  79 

Scrope    famil}',     xxx ;      Stephen,     arch- 
deacon  of   Richmond   and   chan- 
cellor of  Cambridge,  xiv 
Seadyke,  Line,  71n 
Seagrave,  Leie,  xli,  33 
Seal,  Leie,  29 
Sear  by.  Line,  87n 

Segenhoe  (in  Ridgmont),  Beds.,   107n 
Selars,  Henry,  of  Mavis  Enderby,  76 
Selby,  Yorlvs,  W.R.,  abbey,  84,  abbot  and 

convent  of,  90,  93n 
Sempringham,     Line,      56.         See     also 
Pointon 

,  priory,  prior  and  convent,  xxviii, 

55n,     56,     57n ;      canon     of,     see 
Cuthbert. 
Seuerbe,  Christopher,  71 
Severn  river,  xxii 
Sewell,  John,  xcvii 

Sexton,  William,  of  Leckhampstead,  51 
Shabbington,  Bucks.,  49  ;    church,  vicar 

of,  see  Berde 
Shackerstone,  Leie,  22 
Shakespeare,     William,     xxxvi ;      Love's 

Labour  Lost,  xxv>i 
I^halok,  William,  and  his  wife,  60 
Shalstone,  Bucks.,  46  ;   church,  rector  of. 

sec  Fill 
Shameketon,  Henry,  107 
Shangtou,   Leie,    8  :    cliurch,   rector  of, 
see  Hawkeryge ;     chaplain  in,  see 
Bloxham 
Shambrook,  Beds.,  107 
Shamford,  Leie,  17,  18 
Shaw,  Thomas,  26 
Shawell,  Leie,  16 
Shearsby  (in  Knaptoft),  Leie,   18 
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Sheepy,  Leic,  20,  22  ;   church,  rector  of, 

see  Vincent 
Sheffekl,  Dr.,   150;    ^Margaret.  80 
Shefford,  Beds.,  deanery,  113-115,  142 

,  Mag.,  of  Northampton,  52 

Shelswell,  Oxon.,  Vl\n 

iShclton,  Beds.,  110;    church,  rectors  of, 

see  Pachett,   Skovington 

,  Mand,  nun  of  Elsto%\\  Ixxxiv 

Shenley,  Bucks.,  53 

Shenley,   Herts.,   101 

Sheplierd,    Sheperd,    Richard,    rector   of 

Leverton,  69 
Shepsiied,  Leic,  20 
Shorard,   xcii 
Sherington,  Bucks.,  54 
Sherman,  Jolin,  rector  of  Wanhp,  29 
ShilHngton,  Beds.,  114.     See  also  Graven- 

Inn-st  Superior 
Shilton,  Oxon.,  132 
Shi])s,  Henry,  xxxv,  43 
Shipton-on-Cherwell,    Oxon.,    127 
Shipton-under-Wychwood,    Oxon.,    pre- 
bend in  Salisbury,  xii,   136 
Sliirburn,  Oxon.,  120 
Shiryett,  William,  71 
Short,  John,  120 

Shutford  (in  Swalclifi'e),  Oxon.,  126« 
Shytfylde,  Lady,  07 
Sibford    Gower    (in    Swalcliffe),    Oxon., 

xlviii,  126/1 
Sibsey,  Line,  xlviii,   78.     See  also  Fos- 

band 
Sibson,  Leic,  19 
Sileby,  Leic,  30 
Silton,    Dorset,    church,    rector    of,    see 

Philipps 
Silve&ter,  Mag.  John,  commissary,  rector 

of  Saddington,  xx,  xxx,  12,  21,  154 
Simondes,  Dom.  John  (Bampton-in-the- 

Bush),  131 
Simpson,  Bucks.,  52 
Sinodim,  Berks.,  Ixxi 
Sixhill,  Line,  xxxiv,  xxxvi,  63 
priory,  prior  and  convent,  63h, 

64n,   827i,   88n ;   canon  of,   xxxiv, 

mid  see  Patenson 
Skamontlen,  Dom.  Thomas  (Ibstock),  21 
Skarborow,  Jolm,  68 
Skeffington,  Leic,  30 
Skegness,  Line,   79;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Marshall 
Skelington,  Mag.   (Chastleton),    135 
Skendleby,  Line,  80 
Skethe,  Annys,  58 
Skevington,    Mag.    Anthony,    rector    of 

Shelton,   116;    Thomas,  Ixvii 
Skidbrook,  Line,  73 
Skirbeck,  Line,  70 
Skydmore,  Mag.,  120 
Skyimer,  John,  vicar  of  Thornborough, 

47 
Skypwith,  William,  74 
Slapton,  Bucks.,  41  ;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Knygliiou 


Slawston,  Leic,  xxvii,  11 

SlajTuaker,  Robert,  alias  Beche,  129,  130 

Sleaford,  Line,  xxix,  146;    castle,  146; 

church,     vicar    of,    see    Godfrey. 

See  also  Aswardhurn,  Lafford 
Sloothby  (in  Willougliby),  Line,  82 
Slow,  William,  107 
Slyther,      Slythurst,     John,     canon     of 

Missenden,  Ixxx,  Ixxxi 
Slytpeny,  Agnes,  82 
Smalley,  Anthony,  Ixix 
Smith,  William,  86  :    William,  bishop  of 

Lichfield    and    Lincoln,    xv,    xvi, 

xxi ;     his   register,    xix ;     Emma, 

niece  of,  see  Watson 
Smyth,    Alice,    xliii,     17;     Christopher, 

122;   Dom.  James  (Long  Sutton), 

62  ;  John,  17  ;  Jolm,  of  [?  Market] 

Stainton,  68  ;    Mag.  John,  LL.D., 

5 ;    Laurence,   George  antl  John, 

of     Totternhoe ;       Robert,      76 ; 

Robert   and   Katherine  his  wife, 

69;       Thomas,      10;       W.,      20; 

William,     9,     118;      William,    of 

Kempston,  Ixxxiii 
Smythe,  Thomas,  137 
Snarford,  Line,  98w 
Snawdon,  William,  114 
Snawe,    Ellen,    mui   of   Elstow,    Ixxxiv, 

Ixxxv 
Snelland,  Line,  63»- 
Snelshall,  Bucks.,  priory,  141  and  7i 
Snitterby,    Line,    (in    Waddingham    St. 

Peter),  xxxi,  93n,   94n,   96 
S'lydall,  92 
Hoar  river,  xxvii 
Scare,  Alice,  37 

Sobar,  of  Kirkby  Underwood,  58 
Soham,  Camb.,  Ixiv 
Somerby,  Leic,  24 
Somerby  (near  Brigg),  Line,  Sin 

,  Anne,  130 

Somersby,  Line,  68 

Somerset,  29 

Somersham,  Hunts.,  7.     See  also  Pidley 

Somerton,  Oxon.,  123 

Sot  by.  Line,  64 

Sothyll,  Joan,  of  Pointon,  56 

SoullDury,  Bucks.,  41  ;    church,  vicar  of, 

see  Denwall 
Souldern,  Oxon.,  123 
Souldrop,  Beds.,  106 
South,  Margaret,  79 
South  Carlton,  Line,  98/?- 
South  Cockerington,  Line,  12n 
South  Croxton,  Leic,  31 
South  Elkington,  Line,  73 
South  Ferriby,  Line,  91 
South  Hykeham,  Line,  church,  rector  of, 

see  Massingbertl 
South  Kelsey,  Line,  St.  Mary,  88;    St. 

Nicholas,  89 
South  Kilworth,  Leic,  16 
South     Leigh    (in     Stanton     Harcourt), 

Oxon.,  xUx,  128 
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South  Newington,  Oxon.,  127 

South  Ormsby,   Line,    75,    80;    church, 

rector    of,    see    FalloweB ;     priest 

at,  see  Hunne 
South  Reston,  Line,  83  ;   church,  rector 

of,  see  Pullyn 
South   Soniercotes,    Line,    72 ;     church, 

chaplains  in,  see  Hayll,  Woode 
South  Thoresby,  Line,  83 
South  Thurmaston  (in  Belgrave),  Leie, 

32 
South  Weston,  Oxon.,  120 
South   Willingham,    Line,    75;     chvu-ch, 

rector  of,  see  Compton 
Southill,  Beds.,  114;    church,  rector  of, 

see  Hawnys 
Southoe,    Hvints.,     117.     See    also    Hail 

Weston 
Southwark,   Surrey,   priory  of  St.  Mary 

Overies,  prior  and  convent  of,  1  lOn 
Southwell,  Notts.,  college  of,  Ixxxviii,  84n 
Spalding,    Line,    xxxiii,    xxxvii,    lii,    59, 

60-61,     145 ;    church,    curate    of, 

see  Lee  ;    priory,  prior  of,  xxxiii, 

Ixxii,  60,61,  145 
Spaldwick,  Himts.,  \n 
Spanby,  Line,  55n 

Sparkenhoe,  Leie,  deanery,    19-23,   143 
Sparrow,  Simon,  of  Crawley,  134 
Spelsbury,  Oxon.,  136 
Speman,  Robert,  78 
Spencer,  Robert,   78 
Spenser,  Robert,  of  Blunham,  116 
Spilsby,  Line,   75,   76,  and  see  Fesand  ; 

collegiate  chantry,  76n 
Spofford,   Thomas,   monk  of  Eynaham, 

Ixxix 
Sponne,  William,  archdeacon  of  Norfolk, 

xc 
Spridlington,  Line,  95 
Springthorpe,  Line,  97 
Sproxton,  Leie,  24 
Spryng,  Robert  and  his  wife,  140 
Spmig,  Joan,  77 
Spygarnell,  John,  xxxvii 
Spyndeler,  Isabel,  of  Dedike  Ey,  71 
Spynk,  Margaret,  96 
Squere,  Margaret,  11 
Sqwyer,  Isabel,  76 
Stacy,  Mag.  Thomas,  54 
Stafford,  John,   15 
Stag,  Dom.  John,  vicar  of  Cogges,  xxix, 

128 
Stagsden,  Beds.,  104n 
Stain,  Line,  81n 
Stainfield,     Line,     63;      priory,     Ixxiii, 

Ixxiv,  Ixxv,  63«,  145 
Stainton-by-Langworth,  Line,  64 
Stainton-le-Vale,  Line,   89 
Stallingborough,     Line,     90;       church, 

rector  of,  see  Totofte 
Stamford,  Line,  79,  85,  146,  and  see  Eyr  ; 

deanery,    146,    149,    152 ;     church 

of  St.  George,  vicar  of,  30  ;   priory 

of  St.  Leonard,  146 


Standish,  Edward,  xxi 
Standlake,  Oxon.,  xxxvi,  xlvii,  133 
Stanford-on-Avon,  Northt.,  19h 
Stanground,  Hunts.,  4  and  n.     See  also 

Farcet 
Stanley,  Dr.,  fellow  of  St.  John's  college, 

Cambridge,  rector  of  Ellington,  l?i 
Stantancrosse,  Line,  72 
Stanton,  Margaret,  32 
Stanton  Harcourt,  Oxon.,  129.     See  also 

South  Leigh 
Stanton  St.  John,  Oxon.,  137 
Stantonbury,  Bucks.,  xxxvii,  154 
Stanys,    Stones,    Dom.    Thomas    (Walt- 
ham),  85  and  n 
Staple,  John,  rector  of  Adstock,  47 
Stapleford,  Leie,  24 
Stapleforth,  Stapulford,  Mag.  John,  vicar 

of  Steeple  Claydon,  47 
Stapleton  (in  Barwell),  Leie,  xliv,  21 
Starkey,   Cecily,  nun  of  Elstow,   Ixxxii, 

Ixxxiii,  Ixxxiv 
Stathern,  Leie,  26 
Statutes  of  the  Realm,  xxviin 
Staughton  Magna,  Hunts.,  118 
Staughton  Parva,  Hunts.,  117 
Staynton,  James,  xlvii,  98 
Stede,  Jolm,  137 

Stedeman,  Dom.  Robert  (Weston),  62 
Stedman,  Thomas,  62 
Steeping  Magna,  Line,  81 
Steeping  Parva,  Line,  xxxi,  xlviii,  77 
Steeple  Aston,  Oxon.,  130 
Steeple  Barton,   Oxon.,   Barton  Magna, 

128 
Steeple    Claydon,    Bucks.,    47 ;     church, 

vicar  of,  see  Stapleforth 
Steeple  Gidding,  Hunts. ,  2 
Stephen,  king  of  England,  Ixxvi 
Steppingley,  Beds.,  107?i 
Sterre,  Edmund,  xlviii 
Stery,  Agnes,  53 
Stevenage,  Herts.,  112 
Stevenson,  John,  58 ;   Thomas,  90 
Stevington,  Beds.,  106 
Stevynson,  Richard,  85 
Stewkley,    Bucks.,    xxix,    43;     church, 

vicar  of,  see  Yerdeley 
Stewton,  Line,  73 
Stibbington,  Hunts.,  4 
Stickford,   Line,   77 
Stickney,  Line,  76,  and  see  Bell 
Stilton,  Hunts.,  5,  142  ;    church,  3,  5 
Stixwould,    Line,   priory,  Ixxiii,    Ixxxv- 

Ixxxvi,  145  ;    prioress  and  convent 

of,  80/i  ;    prioress,  see  Key  ;    nun, 

see  Moigne 
Stockerston,  Leie,  xxx,  11 
Stoke  Goldington,  Bucks.,  52 
Stoke  Hammond,  Bucks.,  lii,  54 
Stoke  Lyne,  Oxon.,  12 b( 
Stoke  Poges,  Bucks.,  xxxvii,  38  {bis) 
Stoke  Talmage,  Oxon.,  120-121 
Stokenchurch  (in  Aston  Rowant),  Oxon. 

(now  Bucks.),  119-120 
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Stokesley,    Jolm,    rector   of    Henley-on- 
Thames,    bishop  of  London,    li 
Stokkar,  John,  48 
Stondon,  Beds.,  113« 
Stone,  Bucks.,  39 

Dom.  Richard  (Cadeby).  20 

Stoneley,  Hunts.,  priory,  142 

Stones,  see  Stanys 

Stonesby,  Leic,  24 

Stonesfield,  Oxon.,  lii,  129 

Stoney    Stanton,     Leic,     xli,     14,     15  : 

church,     rector    of,     see    Fowler; 

chaplain  in,  see  Grynnis 
Stonton  Wyvill,  Leic,  xxvii,  11 
Stony  Stratford,  Bucks.,  144  :    chapel  of 

St.  Marj'  Magdalene  (in  Wolver- 

ton),    48,    54 ;    chaplain    in,    see 

Brigges 
Stotfold,  Beds.,   113 
Stow,  Line,  Ixxii,  98n  ;   archdeaconry  of, 

ix,  xxi,  144,  145,  149;  archdeacon 

of,     see     Massingberd ;      secular 

minster    at,     Ixxxviii.     See    also 

Sturton 
Stow  Longa,  Hunts.,  In 
Stowe,  Bucks.,  45;    chiu-ch,  vicar  of,  see 

HaUey 

,  John,  monk  of  Ramsey,  Ivii 

Stowe-by-Folkingham,  Line,  xxviii,  56 
Stratford  Magdalene,  see  Stony  Stratford 
Stratton    Audley    (in    Bicester),    Oxon., 

125 
Strawatt,  Joan,  66 
Strayn,  Adam,  121 
Streatley,  Beds.,  104 
Stretton  Magna  (in  Glen  Magna),  Leic, 

xxvii,  xliv,  9  ;  chapel,  chaplain  in, 

see  Hawmond 
Stretton  Parva  (in  King's  Norton),  Leic, 

8  ;  chapel,  chaplain  in,  see  Byrtby 
Stringar,  John,  wife  of,  118 
Strubby,  Line,  %\n 
Stryngar,  William,  xlvii,  42 
Studham,  Beds.,  104,  and  see  Kaye 
Studley  (in  Beckley),  Oxon.,  priory,  14G, 

147 
Studley,    Warw.,    priory,    prioress    and 

convent  of,  9/t 
Stukeley  Magna,  Hunts.,  3  and  n,  5,  and 

see  Danyell 
Stukeley  Parva,  Hunts.,  3  and  n,  6 
Sturdy,   Elizabeth,  wife  of  William,   6  ; 

Thomas,  of  Pointon,  56 
Sturton,  see  Barton  Hartshorn 
Sturton -by- Stow    (in    Stow),    Line,    see 

Pawson 
Styll,  Robert,  108 
Sudbrooke,  Line,  98 

Sulgrave,  Hugh,  abbot  of  Ramsey,  Ixiv 
Sundon,   Beds.,    104 

Surfleet,  Line,  xlvii,  xlix,  59-60  ;  church, 
rector  of,  see  Clyfton,  chaplain  in, 
see  Wright 
Suthwod,  Thomas,  1 1 1 
Sutterby,  Line,  7*> 


Sutterton,  Line,  73;  church,  chaplain 
in,  see  Lockland 

Sutton,  Beds.,  xlviii,  118 

Sutton,  Ixxxvi ;  Henry,  rector  of  Cadeby 
and  Newton  St.  Loo,  20  ;  John, 
17,  43,  45;  John,  of  Wainfleet 
All  Saints,  Elizabeth,  wife  of, 
80  ;  Richard,  co-founder  of  Brase- 
nose  college,  Oxon.,  ci ;  Richard, 
rector  of  Odell,  104  ;  William,  45  ; 
William,  fellow  of  Brasenose,  cii 

Sutton-le-Marsh,  Sutton-on-Sea,  Line, 
83 :  church,  prebend  in  Lincoln, 
prebendary  of,  see  Hanson  ;  chap- 
lain in,  see  Wymark 

Sutton  St.  James  (in  Long  Sutton),  Line, 
60 

Sutton  St.  Mary,  see  Long  Sutton 

Sutton  St.  Nicholas,  Line,  see  Lutton 

Swaby,  Line,  c,  82 

Swalcliffe,  Oxon.,  xlviii,  126,  and  see 
Thomson.  See  oi«o  Epwell,  Shut- 
ford,  Sibford  Gower 

Swallow,  Line,  84;  church,  rector  of, 
see  Curtesse 

Swanboiune,  Bucks.,  43  ;  church,  vicar 
of,  see  Blot 

Swane,  see  Swayn 

Swannington  (in  Whitwick),  Leic,  xlv, 
xlvi 

Swaton,  Line,  xxix,  56  ;  church,  vicar  of, 
see  Thomas 

SwajTi,  Swane,  Mag.  Thomas,  commis- 
sary, XX,  Ivii,  21,  55,  150,  153,  154 

Swepstone,  Leic,  29 

Swerford,  Oxon.,  135 

Swetesur,  Richard,  xlvii,  42 

Swifte,  Edmund,  xlix 

Swinbrook,  Oxon.,  134«.  See  also 
Fyfield,  Idbury 

Swineshead,  Hunts.,  2 

Swineshead,  Line,  69  ;  abl>ev,  abbot  of, 
Ixi 

Swinford,  Leic,   18 

Swinhope,  Line,  84  :  church,  rector  of, 
see  Tomlynson ;  parish  priest,  see 
Roper 

Swithland,  Leic,  28  ;  church,  rector  of, 
see  Hebe 

Sydall,  Stephen,  40 

Sylvester,  John,  62  ;    Katherine,  62 

Synkler,  Elizabeth,  niui  of  Elstow,  Ixxxv 

Svon  abbey,  Middlesex,  Ixxxvi 

Syr',  Henry,  138-139 

Syaton,  Leic,  30 


Tackley,  Oxon.,   128 

Tadmarton,  Oxon.,   127 

Tailboys,  Lady,  xxxii,  87 

Tailour,      James,      59 ;       Robert,       41  ; 

Thomas,   121  ;     William,    140 
TaloxiT.  Thomas,  92 
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Tancar,  John,  58 

Tanner,  John,  134,  135 

Tathwell,   Line,    75 ;     church,   vicar  of, 

see  Fallowes 
,  Ursvila,  nun  of  Legbourne,  Ixxv, 

Ixxvi 
Tattershall,    Liixc,    93» 
,    college,    xci,    xcvi,    xcvii,    145; 

warden  of,  see  Constable  ;  fellows 

of,  see  Marshall,  JVIonke,  Ramesey, 

West 
Tatton,    Dom.    William,    master   of   the 

liospital  of  Rowney,  109 
Taunton,  Richard,  canon  of  St.  Fridee- 

wide's,  Ixxviii ;   William,  canon  of 

Oseney,  Ixxviii 
Tayler,  Dom.  Henry  (Barwell),  21 
Taylor,  John.  136 
Taylour,  Agnes,  132  ;    Robert,  60 
Taynton,  Oxon.,  xlviii,  134 
Tealby,  Line,  xxxix,  88  ;    church,  chan- 
try priest  in,  see  Gayton 
Tebb,  Richard,  58 
Tebbys,  John,  sen.,  xlix,  131 
Tetchwick  (in  Ludgershall),  Bucks.,  xlv, 

50 
Tetney,  Line,  84-S5 
Tew    Magna,     Oxon.,     126n.     See    also 

Nether  Worton 
Tewin,  Herts.,  Ill 
Tewkesbury,   Glouc,   abbey,   abbot  and 

convent,  37,   134n 
Thakham,  Joan,  xxxviii,  li,  46,  47 
Thakkar,  Jolm,  71 
Tliakwray,  Edmimd,  vicar  of  Aslackby, 

57 
Thame,    Oxon.,    119«,    144,    148;     pre- 

bendal  church,   149 
abbey,    abbot  of,    xxxii ;  abbot 

and  convent  of,   121?;- 

John,  139 

Tliames  river,  xxii,  Ixxxvi 
Theddingworth,  Leic,  xli,  10 
Theddlethorpe  All  Saints,  Line,  82 
Theddlethorpe  St.  Helen,  Line,  81?; 
Thei-field,  Herts.,  Ixiii,  110 
Thirland,  Richard,  of  Navenby,  7 
Thirley,  Roger,  rector  of  Famhain  Roval, 

"54 
Thiron  (Eure-et-Loir),  Order  of,  Ixxii 
Thomas .....  9  ;  J  olui,  canon  of  Barlings 

and  vicar  of   Swaton,    xxix,    56 ; 

Robert,  26 
Thompson,    A.    Hamilton,    xxvii,    xliiix, 

xlvn ;     History    of    tlie    Newarke 

Hospital  and  Collage,  xi/i,  12/),  78n 
Tliomson.  Dr.,  vicar  of  Alconbury.  2  and 

n,  150;    John,  jmi.,  58;    John,  of 

Swalcliffe,       126;       Mag..      150; 

Margaret,  nvm  of  Nimcoton,  Ixxv  ; 

Nicholas,  rector  of  Little  Kimble, 

39  ;    Robert,  3 
Thorald,  Dom.  John  (Grainsby),  87 
Thoresby  Society  Publications,  xxxiv 
Tlioreswav,  Lme,  91 


Thorganby,  Line,  92 
Thornborough,   Bucks.,   xxxviii,   47 
Thornbury,  Thomas,  123 
Thorney.  Camb.,  abbey,  146 
Thoi'nholme,  Line,   priory,    145;     prior 

and  convent  of,  89«,  92,  93,  97?i, 

98ji ;    canon  of,  xxxiv,  79 
Thornton,  Bucks.,  xxxviii,  li,  46-47,  47  ; 

church,  rector  of,  see  Rogers 
Thornton,  Line,  abbey,  Ixvi,  Ixxii,  145; 

abbot     and     convent     of,      89/i ; 

canons  of,  see  Appleton,    Barcar. 

Killingholme 

(!ollege,  Ixvi 

Thornton  Curtis,  Line,  Ixvi,  Ixvii,  91 

Thornton-by-Horncastle,  Line,  66 

Thornton-le-Moor,  Line,  91 

Thoqi,  Tlioinas,  vicar  of  Glen  Magna,  9 

Thorp  Thomas,  see  Catthorpe 

Thorpe     Arnold,     Leic,     24.     See    also 

Brentingby 
Thorpe-in-the-Fallows,    Line,    99 
Thorpe   Langton   (in   Church    Langton), 

Leic.  xxvii,  10  ;    chapel,  cliaplaiu 

in.  see  Westeryng 
Thorpe  St.  Peter.  Line,  75n 
Thorpe-le-Soken,  Es.sex,  Hi 
Threckingham,  Line.,  56 
Throcking,  Herts.,  109h 
Thrussington,  Leic.  33 
ThruBton,  Henry,    138 
Thurcaston,  Leic,  29 
Thiu-laston,  Leic,  14 
Thurleigh,  Beds..  116 
Thurnby,  Leic,  11 
Thuniing.  Hunts,  (now  Northt.),  2 
Thwaite,  Line,  grange  of,  Ixvii 
Thymmylby,  Mag.,  62 
Tilbrook,  Beds.,  (now  Hunts.),  116 
Tillislev,  Geoffrey,  76 
Tilsworth,  Beds.*  103 
Tilton,  Leic,  32 
Tingest,  sec  Fingest 
Tingowick,   Bucks.,    47 ;     church,   rector 

of,  see  Magot 
Tingrith,  Beds.,   108-109 
Tipp;^Tig,    Thomas,    fellow   of   Brasenose 

college,  Oxford,  cii 
Todd,  John,  canon  of  Bomne,  Ixxxviii 
Toddington,  Beds.,   104  ;    church,  rector 

of,  see  Fabyan 
Toft-next-Newton,  Line,  88 
Tofte,  Thomas,  59 
Toilet,  Dr.,  rector  of  Rousham,   131 
Tomlvnson,  Richard,  rector  of  Swinhopo, 

84 
Tomson,  Piichard.  74 
Toneys.  Robert,  canon  of  Lincoln,  xix 
Tonsend.  William,  136 
Tood,  Hugh,  139 
Torksey,    Line,    145,    and  see  Garthun ; 

churches  :      St.     Mary,     98,     99 ; 

St.  Peter,  99 

,  priory,  prior  antl  convent  of,  99 

Tornar,  Ehzabeth,  64 
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Torththam,  William.  86 

Toseland  (iu  Paxton  Magna),  Hunts.,  IIS 

Tothill,  Line,  82 

Totofte,    Vincent,    rector    of    Burton-le- 

Coggles    and    vicar    of    Stalling- 

borough,  DO 
Totteridge  (in  Hatfield),  Herts.,  Ill 
Totternhoe,  Beds.,  41n,  103  (bis),  mul  see 

Baker,  Smyth 
Toweester,  Northt.,  chantrv,  xe 
Town,  William,  29 
To\raend,  ^^'illiam,  96 
To-m-eB,  Guy,  85 
Toj-nton  All  Saints,  Line,  76 
TojTiton  St.  Peter,  Line.,  Ion 
Transfigm'ation,  feast  of  the,  xcviii 
Traves,    Robert    (or    Roger),    rector    of 

Fingest,  36 
Trebull,  Nicholas,  Mag.,  40 
Trent  river,  xxii,  xxix 
Tring,  Herts.,   101.     See  also  Wigginton 
Trinitarian  Order,  Ixxii/i 
Trvigoode,    John,    of   [Market]   Deeping, 

maid  of,  58 
Truro,  Cornwall,  bishop  of,  see  Frere 
Tnisthorpe,  Line,  82 
Try,  Robert,  55 
Tucker,  John,  of  Banbury,  127 
Tugby,  Leic,  30.     See  also  East  Norton 
Tumby  (in  Kirkby-on-Bain),   Line,   06, 

■^68 
Tupholme,  Line,  abbey,  abbot  and  con- 
vent of,  89n  ;    canon  of,  68 
,  William,  rector  of  Waddinghain 

and  chantry -priest  of  Dogdyke,  93 
Tur  Langton  (in  Church  Langton),  Leie, 

10  ;  chapel,  chaplain,  see  Richard- 
son 
Tumar,  John,  74 
Tumoxu",  John,  111 
Turpin,  Turpyn,  Mag.  William,  18,  19 
TiuT,  Mag.  William,  rector  of  Heapharn 

and    warden    of    the    Cantelupe 

chantry,  Lincoln,  97 
Turuej',     George,     95,     Joan     Hudson, 

servant  of,  95 
Turvol,  Mag.,   14 
Turvey,  Beds.,  106 
'J'urville,  Bucks.,   36 ;    church,  vicar  of, 

see  Cmupton 
Turweston,  Bucks.,  45h 
Turwyt,  Mag.  Robert,  90 
Tusmore,  Oxon.,  12  In 
Tutbury,  Staff.,  priory,  Ixxivn 
Twvford,  Bucks.,  c,  46 
Tw'vford,  Leie,  31 
Tydd  St.  Marj',  Line,  62 
Tyler,  Marger;,',  36 
Tyringhaui,  Bucks.,  oln 


Ulceby  (near  Alford),  Line,  82 
Llceby     (near      Barton-ou-Humber), 
Howsby,  Line,  91 


Ulverscroft,  Leie,  priory,  143 
Undei-wod,    Richard,    rector   of   Preston 

Bis.set,  46 
Uppingham,  Rutland,  xxx 
Ujjton,  Bucks.,  38 
L'pton,  Hvuits.,  xxxviii,  2 
Upton,  Line,  99 
Upwood,   Hunts.,    7.     See  also  Raveley 

Magna 
Ui'ban  VI,  pope,  xiii 
Urswick,  Christopher,  rector  of  Hackney, 

dean  of  Windsor,   102w 
L'^tterby,  Oterby,  Line,  74 
Uxbridge,  ^Middlesex,  39,  and  see  Hogyll 


Valor  Ecclesiasticus ,  6?2,  1S«.,  86)i 

Velowe,  Henrj',  41 

Verney,  I\lag.,  122 

Vessey,  Thomas,  Joan,  ser\'ant  of,  97 

Via  Devana,  Roman  road,  xliv 

Victoria  County  Histories,  xxii ;  Bucking- 
hamshire, 40n  ;  Huntingdonshire, 
%n ;    Oxfordshire,  xxii 

Villers,  Mag.  John,  Franci.s,  servant  of, 
154 

Vincent,  Doni.  John,  rector  of  Sheepy,  20 

Vint^y-ner,  Katherine,  89 

Visitations,  dio.  Lincoln,  2in,  xvn,  xxn, 
lxxii?j,  lxxxvi?i,  xciiin,  and  see 
Norwich 

Vyall,  William,    112 

Vytell,  John,  8 


Waddesdon,   Bucks.,   xxix,  48;    church, 

jDortioners    in,     see    Huntingdon, 

Mannaryng  ;  deanerv,  48-51,  53??, 

144 
Waddingham  St.  Mary,  Line,  xxxi,  93, 

95)?,    96« ;    church,   rector  of,   see 

Tui^holme 
\Vaddingham  St.  Peter,   Line,   93»,   95, 

96/1.     See  also  SnitterJjy 
\Vady,  Henry,  136 
VVagg,  William,  sen.,  120  ;   \Villiam,  jun., 

120 
Wainfleet,  see  Wliitt 
Wainfieet  All  Sahits,   Line,   79,  ami  see 

Sutton  ;    rectory,  xxxi,  77 
Wainfleet  St.  Mary,  Line,  80 
Wainfleet    St.    Thomas,    Line,     1,    80; 

chapel  of,  secondary  in,  see  Lhvard 
Waise,  Margaret,  137 
Waith,  Line,  86 
Wakchar,  Thomas,  91 
Wake,    Aime,    nun    of    Elstow,    Ixxxiii, 

Ixxxiv 
Walcot,  Line,  55,  57«,  aiid  see  John 
Walcote,   Humphrej-,   xlvi,    57,    and   see 

Clark 
Waldbj-,  Marmaduke,  alias  Constable,  c 
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Wales,    Walys,    Barnard,    of    Baumber, 

66;    John,    121;    Thomas,   64 
Walesby,  Line,  88 
Waleston,  William,   17 
Walkar,    Christopher,    rector    of    Aston 

Sandfortl,    50 ;     Hugh,    vicar    of 

North  Mimms,    102  ;    Robert,   71 
■  Walker,  Joan,  32  ;    William,  clerk,  xxi, 

xxiv 
Walkern,  Herts.,   Ill 
Wallingford,    Berks.,    priory,    prior   and 

convent  of,  49,  12  In 
Wallington,  Herts.,   110 
Walshcroft,   Line,   deanery,    87-92,    145 
Walsingham,  Norfolk,  Ixi 
Waltere,  Water,  Dom.  Thomas  (Chipping 

Norton),  135 
Waltham,    Line,    xxxix,     85 ;      church, 

rector  of,  see  Fitzherbert,  chantry 

priest  in,  see  Stanys 

,  Isabel,  86 

Waltham    Holy    Cross,     Essex,     abbey, 

abbot  and  convent  of,    11  In 
Walt  ham -on -the -Wolds,  Leic,  26 
Walton,  Bucks.,  52 
,  Christopher,  wife  of,  1-2  ;  James, 

rector  of  Foscott,  46n 
Walton-on-the-Wolds,  Leic,  30  ;   church, 

rector  of,  sec  Bond 
Walys,  see  Wales 
Wanlip,  Leic,  Onlyp,  29  ;   church,  rector 

of,  see  Sherman 
Wappenham,  Northt.,  collegiate  chantry, 

Ixxxix 
Warborough,  Oxon.,  Ixx,  and  see  Martyn 
Warboys,  Hunts.,  7 

,  John,  abbot  of  Ramsey,  Ivii,  Ixiii 

Ward,  Richard,  warden  of  Noseley,  12  ; 

Robert,  90 
Warde,   Thomas,    53 ;     Thomas,   Agnes, 

daughter  of,   140 
Wardington  (in  Cropredy),  Oxon.,   126u 
Wardroper,  John,  85 
Waresley,  Hunts.,  117n 
Warham,   George,    152 ;    William,   arcli- 

bishop  of  Canterbury,  xvi 
Waipsgrove,  Oxon.,  119n 
Warwick,  collegiate  church  of  St.  Mary, 

dean  and  canons  of,   136n 
Warwickshire,   xxxi 
Wasshvngboro,  William,  72 
Wate,  John,  17 
Watei-,  see  Waltere 
Water  Newton,  Hunts.,  4 
Water  Stratford,  Bucks.,  45n 
Waterperry,  Oxon.,  137 
Waterstock,  Oxon.,  138 
Watford,  of  Old  Warden,  114 
Watkyn,  Margaret,  32 
Watling  Street,  xxiii,  xlii 
Watlington,  Oxon.,  120 
Watson    family    of    Rockingham,    xxi ; 

Edward,  xxi,  Ixxiv,  55  and  n,  151 ; 

Emma,   his  wife ;  William,    rector 

of  Ibstock,  21 


Wattes,   Richard,    136;    Thomas,    126 
Watton,  Yorks.,  E.R.,  xxxix,  88;  priory, 

88« 
Watton  at  Stone,  Herts.,  Ill 
Watyngham,  Isabel,  69 
Wauer,  John,  alias  Jenyson,  113 
Wavendon,  Bucks.,   52  ;    church,  rector 

of,  see  Mylvar 
Wawyn,  Richard,  96;    Richard,  sen.,  96 
Wayse,  John,  137 
Waytt.  Alice,  1,  65 
Weaver,    F.    W.,    Somerset    Incumbents, 

xvin,  xviij?,  20n 
Webster,  T.,  21 
Wedon,  Robert,  Ixxxii 
Wefer,  John,  140 

Welbeck,  Notts.,  abbey,  abbot  and  eon- 
vent  of,  94/?,  96  ;   canon  of,  94 
Welby,  Line,  25 
Welche,  William,  136 
Welham,  Leic,  11 
Well,  Line,  81n 
Welland  river,  xxiii,  xxvi,  xxvii 
Welles,  John,  abbot  of  Croyland,  Ixi,  Ixiii 
Wellow,   Line,   abbey,    145,   abbot  and 

convent  of,  84n,  87n,  88n 
Wells,     Somerset,     archdeacon     of,     see 

Polydore 
,    Katherine,    prioress   of    Little- 
more,  Ixxvi,  Ixxvii 
Welton-by-Lincoln,  Line,  98?; 
Welton-le-Wold,  Line,  73 
Welwyn,  Herts.,  Ill 
Wendlebury,  Oxon.,  123 
Wendover,  Bucks.,  40  ;   church,  vicar  of, 

see  Everton 
Werner,  Isabel,  40 
West,  Jolm,  78 ;    John,  of  Toynton-by- 

Homcastle   (High  Toynton),    80  ; 

Margaret,  81  ;    William,  fellow  of 

Tattershall,  xcvii 
West  Barkwith,  Line,  65 
West  Bromwich,  Staff.,  40n 
West  Halton,  Line,  92 
West  Keal,  Line,  76 
West  Rasen,  Line,  88 
West   Ravendale,    Line,    84?i  ;     church, 

curate  of,  see  Caor 
West  Torrington,  Line,  64 
West    Wycombe,     Bucks.,     35-36,     36; 

church,  vicar  of,  see  Kyng 
West  Wykeham,  Line,  87»i 
Westbury,  Bucks.,  46 ;    church,  vicar  of, 

see  Muston 
Westcott  Barton,  Oxon.,  130 
Weste,  Thomas,  125 ;    William,  124 
Westerviig,      Dom.      William      (Thorpe 

Langton),   10 
Westlake,  H.  F.,  Parish  Oilds  of  Medieval 

Englaml,  Q\n 
Westmill,  Herts.,  lO 
^V  estmin  ster,    1 4  S 
,   abbey,    abbot  and    convent    of, 

47,    lOO,   110*i,  dean  and  chapter 

of,  xciii 
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Westmin  ster — cont . 

,  college  of  St.  Stephen,  xc,  94  ; 

dean  of,  see  Atwater 
Weston,  Herts.,  110 
Weston,  Hunts.,  3  and  n 
Weston,  Line,  62;    church,  chaplain  in, 

see  Stedeman 

,  Abraham,  of  Asgarby,  76 

Weston-on-the-Green,   Oxon,    122 

Weston  Turville,  Bucks.,  40 

Weston  Underwood  (in  Olney),   Bucks., 

53 
Westoning,  Beds.,   108 
Westwell.  Oxon.,  122 
Wexham,  Bucks.,  39 
Whaddon,  Bucks.,  41  ;    church,  vicar  of, 

see  Roke 
Whalley,  Thomas,  of  Barford,  114 
Whaplode,  Line,  xxxvii,  xxxix,  58,  58>i, 

62 
Whaplode  Drove  (in  Whaplode),  Line, 

chapel,  chaplain  in,  see  More 
Wheatelej',  John,  58,  59 
Wheatfield,  Oxon.,  119 
Wheathampstead,  Herts.,  100.     See  also 

Harpenden 
Whetley,  Thomas,  114 
Whichecote,      Wichecote,      Mag.,       88 ; 

Isabel,  servant  of,  88 
Whilton,  Northt.,  church,  rector  of,  see 

Fitzherbert 
Whipsnade,  Beds.,  xl,  103 
Whissam,  Elizabeth,  127 
Whitchurch,  Bucks.,  45;     chui'ch,  vicar 

of,  see  Cassewell 
White,  Joan,   80 ;    John,    75 ;     William, 

wife  of,  80 
Whitechurche,  John,  115 
Whitelamme,  Robert,  71 
Whitt,  Jolm,  of  Wainfleet,  79 
Whitton,  Line,  94 
Whitwick,  Leie,  21n;    church,  vicar  of, 

xlv,  27.     Sec  also  Swannington 
,     Thomas,     canon    of    Leicester 

abbey,  Ixix 
Whyt,  Robert,  79 
Whyte,  John,  wife  of,   112 
Whythrop,  Elizabeth,  32 
Whytresun,   Dom.   Richard   ( Houghton - 

on-the-Hill),   12 
Wiche,  Hugh,  58 
Wichecote,  see  Whichecote 
Wickenby,  Line,  65 
Wicombe,  see  High  W^ycombe 
Wigginton  (in  Tring),  Herts.,  101 
Wigginton,  Oxon.,   126 
Wigston,  Leie,  xxvii,  14 
,  Thomas,  see  Wygeston  ;  William, 

XXX,  xlv,  xci,  12 
Wigtoft,  Line,  69 
Wikisley,  John,  of  Oxford,  Ixxvii 
Wiks,  John,  of  Ramsey,  6 
Wilcockes,  John,  Ixvii ;   John,  53 
Wilcot,  Oxon.,  127n 
Wilden,  Beds.,  115 


Wilkins,  David,  Concilia,  148n 

Wilksby,  Line,  xxxiii,  67 

Wilkynson,  John,  92,  and  see  Williamson 

Willen,  Bucks.,  51 

William,  Dom.  (Hardwick),  xxxv,  43 ; 
Dom.  (Northmoor),  xxxvi ;  ser- 
vant of  John  Holtby,  xlviii, 
77  ;  servant  of  abbot  of  Hagnaby, 
81 

Williames,  Edmund,   17 

Williamson,  Richard,  66  ;  Dom.  Thomas 
(or  Wilkynson,  Harrington),  67 
and  n 

Willian,  Herts.,  110 

Willinghani-by-Stow,   Line,   99 

Willington,  Beds.,   105 

Willoughby,  Line,  ?  68,  82.  See  also 
Sloothby 

Willoughby  Waterless,  Leie,  14 

Willoughton,  Line,  96 

Willye,  Anne,  nun  of  Littlemore,  Ixxvi, 
Ixxvii 

Willys,  John,  Ixx 

Wilsby.  58 

Wilshamstead,  Beds.,  Ixxxiii,   106 

Wilson,    George,    58 ;     John,    6 ;     Mag., 

140 ;       Margaret,      125 ;       Dom. 

Thomas  (Croyland),  58 
Winchcombe,  Gloue,  abbey,  abbot  and 

convent,  136  and  n 
Winchelsey,      Robert,      archbishop      of 

Canterbury,   xli 
Winchester,   Hants.,  bishop  of,   xiii,   36, 

and  see  Beaufort,  Fox,  Wykeham  ; 

college,   xvii ;     cathedral  church, 

dean  and  chapter  of,  xciii 
Windrush  river,  xxix 
Windsor,  Berks.,  collegiate  chapel  of  St. 

George,    xc,    xciii ;    dean   of,    see 

L^^rswick ;    dean    and  chapter  of, 

48,    126;   canon   of,  see  Atwater, 

Clyfton,  Longland 
Wingate,     Katherine,     nun    of    Elstow, 

Ixxxiii 
Wingrave,  Bucks.,  43  ;   cluu'ch,  vicar  of, 

see  Ramson 
Wiiiteringham,  Line,  94 
Winterton,    Line,    xxxix,    92  ;     church, 

vicar  of,  see  Wright 
Winthorpe,  Line,  80 
Winwick,  Hunts.,  1-2 
Wirgelat,  Walter,  116 
Wisborowe,  William,  37 
Wise,    C,    RockingJmm    Castle    atid    the 

Watsons,  xxin 
Wistow,   Hunts.,   5  and  n,   6.     See  also 

Raveley  Parva 
Wistow,     Leie,     xxvii,      13.     Sec     also 

Kilby,  Newton  Harcouit 
Wistow,  Yorks.,  W.R.,  prebend  in  York 

minster,  31jt 
Wite,  Joan,  139 
Witham  river,  Ixxiii 
Withcall,  Line,  74 
Withcote,  Leie,   23?i 
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Witheiley,  Leic,  22 

Witney,  Oxon.,  xiii,  xxix,  xlix,  lii,  133  ; 

deanery,  xxxviii,   147 
Wobum   (in   Birclunore),    Beds.,    abbej^, 

abbot   and   convent,    41,    43,    45, 

108/1 
Wod.  John,  77  ;   William.  123 
-Woderuffe,  Richard,  rector  of  Galby,  8 
Wodiiowse,  Richard,  of  Laughton,  94 
Wold  Newton,  Line,  85;    church,  rector 

of,  see  Hennege 
Wohnerst',   Emma,    125 
Wolsey,    Thomas,    cardinal,    bishop    of 

Lincoln,      archbishop     of     York, 

chancellor,    xvi,    xvii,    xxxiv,    liv, 

42/1,     148 ;      his     York     register, 

xviii,  xix 
Wolston,  Warw.,  priory,  xxx 
Wolvercote   (in   St.    Peter 's-in-the-East, 

Oxford),  Oxon.,   140 
Wolverton,  Bucks.,  52.     See  also  Stony 

Stratford 
Woobum,    Bucks.,    Bishop's    Woobum, 

xxiiand«,  c,  37,  144,  147  ;  church, 

vicar  of,  see  Dakin 
Wood  Eaton,  Oxon.,  137/i 
Wood  Enderby  (in  Homcastle),  Line,  68 
Wood  Walton,  Hiints.,  3  ;   church,  rector 

of,  see  Higham 
Woode,    Dom.    William    (South   Somer- 

cotes),  72 
Woodhouse  (in   Barrow-on-Soar),   Leic, 

xlv,  28,  29 
Woodhurst  (in  St.  Ives),  Hunts.,  7 
Woodstock  (in   Bladon),   Oxon.,   xxxiii, 

xxxvii,    130  :     chantry   in   castle, 

xxxii,      131;      chaplain      in,      see 

Philipps 

,  deanery,  xxxii,    127-131,    147 

Woodstone,  Hunts.,  4 

WooUey,  Hvmts.,  1 

Woolstone  Magna,  Bucks.,  51 

Woolstone  Parva,  Bucks.,  53 

Woorthington,  Jolui,  12 

Wootton,  Beds.,  105  ;    church,  vicar  of, 

see  Rery 
Wootton,  Line,  87/t 
Wootton,    Oxon.,    xxxii,    131  ;     church, 

curate  of,  see  Philiiips 
Worksoi^,  Notts.,  priory,  xxv/r 
Worlaby,  Line,  90 
Worminghall,  Bucks.,  49;    church,  vicar 

of,  see  Oxford 
Wormley,  Herts..  109/i 
Worthington    (in    Breedon-on-the-Hill), 

Leic,  28 
Dom.   Robert,   vicar  of   Bring- 

Imrst,     11,     and    sec    Alice    and 

Elizabeth, 
Wotton,   Nicholas,   dean  of  Canterbury 

and       York,        archdeacon       of 

Gloucester,  xxxi 
Wotton  Underwood,  Bucks.,  50 
Woughton-on-the-Green,     Bucks.,     52 
Wragby,  Line.  63.  64,  145 


Wraggoe.   Line,  deanery,  xxxii.   63-66, 

67n.  145 
Wrangle,  Line,  xlvi.  71-72 
Wrawby,  Line,  89n.     See  also  Brigg 
Wraye,  Dom.  Thomas,  76 
Wraysbury,    Bucks.,    37,    38.     See    also 

Colnbrook,  Langley 
Wrestlingworth,  Beds.,  115 
Wright,  Robert,  vicar  of  Winterton,  92  ; 

Dom.  Robert  (Surfleet),  xxxv,  59  ; 

William,  17 
W^ioot,  Line,  96/i 
W^roxton,    Oxon.,     126)1 

,  priory,   247  ;    canon  of,  126 

Wyatt,  John,  rector  of  Little  Gaddesden, 

101//,  and  see  AVyon 
Wyborton,     Line,     xlvii.     70  ;      church. 

chaplain  in,  sec  Bate 
Wyboston  (in  Eaton  Socon),  Beds.,   116 
Wycliffe,  John,  xv,  xhi 
Wycombe,  Bucks.,  deanery,   35-37,    144 
Wydale,  Edward,  74 
Wydvile,  Elizabeth,  queen  of  England. 

xlii 
Wyfordby.  Leic,  23 
Wygeston,  Wigston,  Thonaas,   rector  of 

Houghton-on-thc-Hill,    canon    of 

the    Nowarke    college,    xxx.    xci, 

xciii 
Wyggeston  Hospital  Records,  see  Leicester 
Wygyn.  Hunts.,  Ixv 
Wyham-cum-Cadeby,  Line,   75,  and  see 

Clu.... 
Wykeham.     William,     bishop     of    Win- 
chester, xiii 
Wykehamists,  xv 
Wykynbury.   Dom.   T.    (Countesthorpe), 

15 
Wjdhnate.  Henry,  140 
Wyllysford,     Wylsford,     Dr.     Edniund, 

provost  of  Oriel  college,   Oxford, 

137 
Wylkynson,  George.  62 
Wylson.  Alice,  servant  of  Mag.  Robert 

Belwood,   97 ;    Joan,  97 ;    Ralph, 

139 
Wymark,    Doni.    Jolm    (Sutton-on-Soa), 

83 
Wymeswold,  Leic.  30 
Wj'mington,  Beds.,  104 
Wymondham,  Leic,  xlvii,  23 
Wymondham,   Norfolk,   priorj-.   xiv 
Wymondley  Magna  (in  Ippollitts),  Herts.. 

113,  142;    prioiy,  Ixxii 
Wymondley  Parva,  Herts.,  112 
Wymyswould,  Robert,  12 
Wjmde,  Jolm,  118 
Wyngate.     Mag.     P^dmimd,     rector     of 

Chalgrave  and  Hockhffo,    102ti 
Wynter,    Elizabeth,    Jane    and    JuUan, 

nuns  of  Littlemore,  Ixxvi,  Ixxvii ; 

Richard,  138 
Wyon,  Jolm,  vicar  of  Oakley,  10^/^,  aiid 

see  Wyatt 
Wyrth,  Richard.  65 
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Wytney,  Thomas,  canon  of  Dorchester, 

Ixx,  Ixxi 
Wyuile,  Ellee,  75 


Yarborough,  Liuc,  73;   deanery,  87-92, 

145 
Yardeley,  sec  Ardeley 
Yardley  Hastinge,  Xortht.,  87n 
Yaniton,   Oxoii.,    Erjnigton,   xxxiii,    128 

{bis) ;       church,     rector     of,     see 

RuBsell 
Yaxley,  Hunts.,  4  ;    deanery,  3-5,   142u 
Ybstoke,  see  Ibstock 
Yeftelev,  see  IflHev 
Yelden,"^  Beds.,  116 
Yelford,  Elford,  Oxon.,  132 
Yelling,  Hunts.,  118 


Yerdelej',  William,  vicar  of  Stewkley,  43 

Yerenesbj',  see  Arnesby 

Ylston,  see  listen 

Yong,  Wilham,  114,  131 

York,  archbishop  of,  x,  and  see  Booth, 
Herring,  Hutton,  Rotherharn, 
'NA'olsey 

archdeacon     of,     see     Ashton, 
Higdon 

,  cathedra!    church,    dean  of,    see 

Higdon,  Wottou  ;  canon  of,  see 
Clyiton,  Giffard ;  prebend  in, 
sec  Wistow 

,   diocese  of,  ix 

York,  duke  of,  see  Edward  ;  house  of, 
xc 

Yorkshire,  East  Riding,  Ixxiii  ;  nun- 
neries of,  Ixxxvi 

Yorkshire  Archceol.  Journal,  xxvi,  Ixxxvin 

Youle,  Alice,  58 
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Aiupthill 

Elstow 

Podington 

Arlesey 

Eversholt 

Pottesgrove 

Aspley  Guise 

Eyworth 

Pulloxhill 

Astwick 

Fanidish 

Raven  sden 

Barforcl  Magna 

Felinei-shani 

Renhold 

Barford  Paiva 

Flitt  deanery 

Ridgmont 

Barton-in-the-Clay 

Flitton 

Riseley 

Battlesden 

Flitwick 

Roxton 

Bedford 

Goldington 

Salford 

Bedford  deanery 

Harlington 

Sandy 

Beggary 

Harrold 

Segenhoo 

Biddenhani 

Haynes 

Shambrook 

Biggleswade 

Henlow 

Shefford  deanery 

Birehmore 

Higham  Gobion 

Shelton 

Bletsoe 

Hockliffe 

Shillington 

Blunham 

Holcutt 

Souldrop 

Bolnhurst 

Holwell 

Southill 

Broniham 

Houghton  Conquest 

Stagsden 

Bushmead 

Houghton  Regis 

Steppingley 

Caddington 

Husbome  Crawley 

Stevington 

Caldwell 

Kernpston 

Stondon 

Campton 

Keysoe 

Stotfold 

Cardington 

Knotting 

Streatley 

Carlton 

Langford 

Studhani 

Chalgrave 

Leighton  Buzzard 

Sundon 

Chollington 

Lidlington 

Sutton 

Chicksands 

Luton 

Thurleigh 

Clapham 

Markyate 

Tilbrook 

Clapham  deanery 

Marston  Moretaine 

Tilsworth 

Clifton 

Maulden 

Tingrith 

Clophill 

Melchboume 

Toddington 

CockajTie  Hatley 

Meppershall 

Turvey 

Colmworth 

Millbrook 

Westoning 

Cople 

Milton  Bryant 

Whipsnade 

Cranfield 

Milton  Ernest 

Wildeu 

Dean 

Newiiham 

Willington 

Dunstable 

Northill 

Wilshamstead 

Diuistable  deanery 

Oakley 

Wobuin 

Eaton  deanery 

Odell 

Wootton 

Eaton  Bray 

Old  Warden 

Wrestlingworth 

Eaton  Socon 

Pavenham 

Wymington 

Edworth 

Pertenhall 

BERKSHIRE 

Yelden 

Abingdon 

Reading 

Wallingford 

Bisham 

Ruscombe 

Windsor 

Cumnor 

Sinodun 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Addington 

Akeley 

Ankerwyke 

Adstock 

Amersham 

Ashendon 
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Aslu-idge 

Aston  Clinton 

Aston  Sandford 

Astwood 

Aylesbury 

Barton  Hartshorn 

Beachampton 

Beaconsfield 

Bierton 

Bledlow 

Bletchley 

Boarstall 

Boveney 

Bow  Brickhill 

Bradenham 

Bradwell 

Brickhill  Magna 

Brickhill  Parva 

Brill 

Broiighton 

Buckingham 

Buckingham  deanery 

Bum  ham 

Bumham  deanery 

Calverton 

Castlethorpe 

Caversfield 

Chalfont  St  Giles 

Chalfont  St  Peter 

Chearsley 

Cheddington 

Chenies 

Chesham  Leicester 

Chesham  Wobum 

Chetwode 

Chicheley 

Chilton 

Clifton  Reynes 

Cold  Brayfield 

Colnbrook 

Cublington 

Cuddington 

Datchet 

Den  ham 

Dinton 

Dorney 

Dorton 

Drayton  Beauchamp 

Drayton  Parslow 

Dim  ton 

East  Claydon 

Edgcott 

Edlesborough 

Ellesborough 

Emberton 

Eton 

Famham  Royal 

Fawley 

Filgrave 

Fingest 

Fleet  Marston 

Foscote 

Gayhurst 

Grendon  Underwood 

Grove 


Haddenham 

Hambleden 

Hampden  Magna 

Hampden  Parva 

Hanslope 

Hardmead 

Hardwick 

Hartwell 

Haversham 

Hawridge 

Hedgerley 

High  Wycombe 

Hillesden 

Hitcham 

Hogshaw 

Hogston 

Horsendon 

Horton 

Horwood  Magna 

Hughenden 

Hulcott 

Ickford 

Ilmer 

Iver 

Ivinghoe 

Kimble  Magna 

Kimble  Parva 

Kingsey 

Langley 

Lathbviry 

Lavendon 

Leckhampstead 

Lillingstone  Dayrell 

Linford  Magna 

Lin  ford  Parva 

Linslade 

Long  Crendon 

Loughton  Magna 

Ludgershall 

Maids  Moreton 

Marlow  Magna 

Mallow  Pai^a 

Marsh  Gibbon 

Marsworth 

Medmenham 

Mentmore 

Middle  Claydon 

Milton  Keynes 

Missenden  Magna 

Missenden  Parva 

Monks  Risborough 

Moulsoe 

Mursley 

Mursley  deanery 

Nether  Winchendon 

Newport  deanery 

Newport  Pagnell 

Newton  Blossomville 

Newton  Longville 

North  Crawley 

North  Marston 

Nutley 

Oakley 

Okeney 

Olney 


Over  Winchendon 

Oving 

Padbmry 

Penn 

Petsoe 

Pitchcott 

Pitstone 

Preston  Bisset 

Princes  Risborough 

Quainton 

Radclive 

Radnage 

Ravenstone 

Saunderton 

Shabbington 

Shalstone 

Shenley 

Sherington 

Simpson 

Slapton 

Snelshall 

Soulbury 

Stantonbury 

Steeple  Claydon 

Stewkley 

Stoke  Goldington 

Stoke  Hammond 

Stoke  Poges 

Stone 

Stony  Stratford 

Stowe 

Swanboume 

Tetchwick 

Thorn  borough 

Thornton 

Tingewick 

Totternhoe 

Turville 

Tiu:%v^eston 

Twyford 

Tyringham 

Upton 

Waddesdon 

Walton 

Water  Stratford 

Wavendon 

Wendover 

West  Wycombe 

Westbury 

Weston  Turville 

Weston  Underwood 

Wexham 

Whaddon 

Whitchurch 

Willen 

Wingrave 

Wolverton 

Wooburn 

Woolstone  Magna 

Woolstone  Parva 

Worminghall 

Wotton  Underwood 

Woughton  -on  -the-Green 

Wraysbury 

Wycombe  deanery 
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Burwell 
Cambridge 


Glasney 


Alton  Pancras 


Canewdon 


Ely 
Soham 

Thorney 

CARNARVONSHIRE 

Bangor 

CORNWALL 

Helston 

St  Sithney 

CUMBERLAND 

Carlisle 

DERBYSHIRE 

Derby 

DEVONSHIRE 

Exeter 

Lifton 

DORSET 

Piddlehinton 

Silton 

DURHAM 
Durham 

Raby 

ESSEX 

Prittlewell 

Waltham  I 

Gloucester 
Hayles 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Newent  Winchcombe 

Tewkesbury 


HAMPSHIRE 
Beaulieu  Winchester 


Barton    and    Colwall 
prebend 


HEREFORDSHIRE 
Hereford 


Pratvun  Minus  prebend 


Aldbury 

Aldenham 

Ardeley 

Ashwell 

Aspenden 

Aston 

Ayot  St  Lawrence 

Ayot  St  Peter 

Baldock 

Baldock  deanery 

Bayford 

Bengeo 


HERTFORDSHIRE 

Bennington 

Berkhampstead  St  Mary 

Berkhampstead  St  Peter 

Bovingdon 

Bramfield 

Cliivesfield 

Clothall 

Cottered 

Datchworth 

Delapr6 

Digswell 

Essendon 


Flamstead 

Flaimden 

Gaddesden  Magna 

Gaddesden  Parva 

Graveley 

Harpenden 

Hatfield 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Hertford 

Hertford  deanery 

Hertingfordbury 

Hinxworth 


aa 
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Hitchin 

Puttenham 

Tring 

Hitchin  deanery 

Radwell 

Walkern 

Ickleford 

Rowney 

Wallington 

Ippollitts 

Royston 

\^'atton  at  Stone 

Kelshall 

Sacombe 

Welwyn 

Kensworth 

St  Albans 

Westmill 

Kimpton 

Sandon 

Weston 

King's  Waiden 

(Shenley 

Wheathampstead 

Knebworth 

Stevenage 

Wigginton 

Langley  Regis 

Tewin 

Willian 

Letchworth 

Therfield 

Wormley 

Lilley 

Throcking 

Wymondley  Magna 

Munden  Paiva 

Totteridge 

Wymondley  Parva 

Pirton 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE 

Abbots  Ripton 

Haddon 

St  Ives  deanery 

Abbotsley 

Hail  Weston 

St  Neots 

Alconbury 

Hamerton 

St  Neots  deanery 

Alwalton 

Hardwick 

Sawtry  All  Saints 

Biggin 

Hartford 

Sawtry  St  Andrew 

Bluntisham 

Heiningford  Abbots 

Somersham 

Botolphbridge 

Hemingford  Grey 

Southoe 

Brampton 

Hepmangrove 

Spaldwick 

Brington 

Hilton 

Stangroimd 

Broughton 

Hinchingbrooke 

Staughton  Magna 

Buckden 

Holme 

Staughton  Parva 

Buckwortli 

Holywell 

Steeple  Gidding 

Bury 

Houghton  -cum  - Wy ton 

Stibbington 

Burystead 

Huntingdon 

Stilton 

Bythom 

Keyston 

Stoneley 

Caldecote 

Kimbolton 

Stow  Longa 

Catworth  Magna 

King's  Ripton 

Stukeley  Magna 

Colne 

Leighton  Bromeswold 

Stukeley  Parva 

Connington 

Leightonstone  deanery 

Swineshead 

Coppingford 

Molesworth 

Thuming 

Covington 

Morbome 

Toseland 

Denton 

Needingworth 

Upton 

Diddington 

Offord  Cluny 

Upwood 

Ellington 

Offord  Darcy 

Warboys 

Elton 

Old  Hurst 

Waresley 

Everton 

Old  Weston 

Water  Newton 

Eynesbury 

Orton  Longville 

Weston 

Farcet 

Orton  Waterville 

Win  wick 

Fenstanton 

Paxton  Magna     - 

Wistow 

Folksworth 

Paxton  Parva 

Wood  Walton 

Gidding  Magna 

Pidley 

^\'^oodhurst 

Gidding  Parva 

Ramsey 

Woodstone 

Glatton  with  Holme 

Raveley  Magna 

Woolley 

Grodmanchester 

Raveley  Parva 

Wyg>-n 

Grafham 

Redibown 

Yaxley 

Gransden  Magna 

St  Ives 

KENT 

Yelling 

Canterbury                                 Rochester 

LANCASHIRE 

Manchester 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

Abkettleby 

Allexton 

Amesby 

Akeley  deanery 

Appleby 

Asfordby 
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Ashby  Folville 

Ashby  Magna 

Ashby  Parva 

Ashby  -de  -1  a-Zouch 

Aston  Flamville 

Aylestone 

Barkby 

Barkston-by-Belvoir 

Barlestone 

Barrow-on-Soar 

Barton -in -Fabis 

Barwell 

Beeby 

Belgrave 

Behon 

Belvoir 

Billesdon 

Birstall 

Bitteswell 

Blaby 

Bottesford 

Bowden  Magna 

Branston-by-Belvoir 

Braiuiston 

Breedon-on-the-Hill 

Brentingby 

Bringhurst 

Brooksby 

Broughton  Astley 

Bnintingthorpe 

Buckminster 

Bnrrough-on-the-Hill 

Burton  Lazara 

Burton  Overey 

Cadeby 

Carlton  Curlieu 

Castle  Donington 

Catthorpe 

Cham  wood 

Chiireh  Langton 

Claybrooke 

Cold  Overton 

Cole  Orton 

Congerstone 

Cosby 

Cossington 

Coston 

Cotesbach 

Countesthorpe 

Cranoe 

Croft 

Croxton  Kyriel 

Dalby  Magna 

Dalby  Parva 

Dalby-on  -the-Wolds 

Desford 

Diseworth 

Dishley 

Donington-le-Heath 

Dun  ton  Bassett 

East  Norton 

Easton  Magna 

Eastwell 

Eaton 

Edmondthorpe 


Elmesthoi*pe 

Enderby 

Evington 

Fleckney 

Foston 

Franiland  deanery 

Freeby 

Frisby-on -Wreak 

Frolesworth 

Galby 

Garthorpe 

Gartree  deanery 

Gartree  Way 

Gilmorton 

Glen  Magna 

Glenfield 

Glooston 

Goadby 

Goadby  Marwood 

Goscote  deanerj' 

Gracedieu 

Groby 

GunJey 

Guthlaxton  deanery 

Hallaton 

Harby 

Harston 

Hathem 

Heather 

Higham-on-the-Hill 

Hinckley 

Hoby 

Holt 

Hominghold 

Hose 

Hoton 

Houghton-on-tlie-Hill 

Hugglescote 

Hiunberstone 

Hungarton 

Ibstock 

Ilston-on  -the  -Hill 

Kegworth 

Kibworth  Beauchamp 

Kibworth  Harcourt 

Kilby 

Kimcote 

King's  Norton 

Kirkby  Bellars 

Kirkby  Mallory 

Knaptoft 

Knipton 

Knossington 

Langley 

Laughton 

Laund 

Leicester 

Leicester  deanery 

(Christianity) 
Leire 

Lockington 
Long  Clawson 
Long  Whatton 
Loughborough 
Lowesbv 


Lubenham 

Lutterworth 

Market  Bosworth 

Market  Harborough 

Markfield 

Medbourne 

Melton  Mowbray 

MLsterton 

Mountsorrel 

Mowsley 

Muston 

Nailstone 

Narborough 

Nether  Broughton 

Nether  Seal 

Newbold  Verdon 

Newton  Harcourt 

Normanton-le-Heath 

North  Kilworth 

North  Thunnaston 

Norton -juxta-Twycross 

Noseley 

Oadby 

Orton -on  -the-Hill 

Osgathorpe 

Owston 

Pacldngton 

Peatling  Magna 

Peatling  Parva 

Peckleton 

Pickwell 

Plungar 

Prestwold 

Queniborough 

Quom,  Quorndon 

Ragdale 

Ratby 

Ratcliiie-on-the-Wreak 

Rearsby 

Redmile 

Rolleston 

Rotherby 

Rothley 

Saddington 

St  Mai"y  in  Arden 

Saltby 

Sapcote 

Saxby 

Saxelby 

Scalford 

Scrajjtoft 

Seagrave 

Seal 

Shackerstone 

Shangton 

Shamford 

Shawell 

Shearsby 

Sheepy 

Shepshed 

Sibson 

Sileby 

Skeffington 

Slawston 

Somerby 
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South  Croxton 

South  Kilworth 

South  Thurmaston 

Sparkenhoe  deanery 

Sproxton 

Stapleford 

Stapleton 

Stathern 

Stockerston 

Stonesby 

Stoney  Stanton 

Stonton  Wyvill 

Stretton  Magna 

Stretton  Parva 

Swannington 


Swepstone 

Swinford 

Swithland 

Syston 

Theddingworth 

Thorpe  Arnold 

Thorpe  Langton 

Thrussington 

Thurcaston 

Thurlaston 

Thumby 

Tilton 

Tur  Langton 

Twyford 

Ulverscroft 


Waltham  -on  -the  -Wolds 

Walton  -on  -the  -Wolds 

Wanlip 

Welham 

Whitwick 

Wigston 

Willoughby  Waterless 

Wistow 

Withcote 

Witherley 

Woodhouse 

Worthington 

Wyfordby 

Wymeswold 

WjTnondham 


Aby 

Addlethorpe 

Aisthorpe 

Alford 

Algarkirk 

Alkborough 

Althorpe 

Alvingham 

Anderby 

Apley 

Appleby 

Asgarby 

Ashby-cum-Fenby 

Ashby-by-Partney 

Aslackby 

Aslackhoe  deanery 

Authorpe 

Aveland  deanery 

Aylesby 

Bardney 

Barlings 

Bametby 

Bamoldby-le-Beck 

Barrow-on  -Hiunber 

Barton-on-Humber 

Baumber 

Beelsby 

Beesby-in-the-Marsh 

Belleau 

Beltisloe  deanery 

Belton  -in  -  Axholme 

Benington 

Benniworth 

Bicker 

Bigby 

Billingborough 

Billinghay 

Bilsby 

Binbrook  St  Gabriel 

Binbrook  St  Mary 

Birthorpe 

Biscathorpe 

Bishop  Norton 

Blyborough 

Blyton 

Bolingbroke 


LINCOLNSHIRE 

Bonby 

Boothby  wapentake 

Boston 

Bottesford 

Bourne 

Bradley 

Bratoft 

Brattleby 

Brigg 

Brigsley 

Brinkhill 

Brocklesby 

Broughton 

Broxholme 

Buget 

Bullington 

Burgh 

Burgh-on-Bain 

Burton  Goggles 

Burton-by-Lincoln 

Burton  Stather 

Burwell 

Buslingthorpe 

Butterwick 

Cabovun 

Cadney 

Caenby 

Caistor 

Calceby 

Calcethorpe 

Calcewaith  deanery 

Cammeringham 

Candlesby 

Candleshoe  deanery 

Carlton  Magna 

Carlton  Parva 

Castle  Carlton 

Cawthorpe  Parva 

Cherry  Willingham 

Claxby  (Allord) 

Claxby  (Market  Rasen) 

Claxby  Pluckacre 

Claythorpe 

Clee 

Coates  Magna 

Coates  Parva 


Cold  Hanworth 
Coningsby 
Conisholme 
Corringham 
Corringham  deanery 
Cotes-by-Stow 
Covenham  St  Bartholo- 
mew 
Covenham  St  Marv 
Croft 
Crowle 
Croxby 
Croxton 
Croyland 
Cumberworth 
Dalby 
Dedike  Ey 
Dembleby 
Dogdyke 
Donington 
Donington-on-Bain 
Dowesda  lehouse 
Dowsby 
Driby 
Dunholme 
Dunsby 
East  Barkwith 
East  Ferry 
East  Halton 
East  Keal 
East  Kirkby 
East  Ravendale 
East  Torrington 
East  Wykeham 
Edenham 
Edlington 
Elsharn 
Epworth 
Faldingworth 
Farforth 
Farlesthorpe 
Fillingham 
Firsby 
Fishtoft 
Fiskerton 
Fleet 
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Flixborough 

FoUdnghani 

Fosband 

Fosse 

Fotherby 

Frampton 

Friesthorpe 

Friostoii 

Friskney 

Frodinghani 

Fulstow 

Gainsborough 

Gartree  deanery 

Gate  Burton 

Gautby 

Gayton-le-Marsh 

Gay  ton  -le  -  Wol  d 

Gednev 

Gedney  Hill 

Glentham 

Glentworth 

Gokewell 

Goltho 

Gosberton 

Goulcebv 

Goxhill  " 

Graffoe  deanery 

Grainsby 

Grainthorpe 

Grantham 

Grasby 

Grayingham 

Greenfield 

Greethani 

Greetwell 

Grimoldby 

Grimsby 

Grimsbv  Parva 

Gunby'St  Peter 

Habrough 

Hacconby 

Haeeby 

Hackthorn 

Hagnaby 

Hagworthingham 

Hainton 

Hallington 

Halton  Holegate 

Hareby 

Harpswell 

Hatdiffe 

Hatton 

Haugh 

Haugham 

Hawerby 

Haxey 

Healing 

Heapham 

Heckingtoit 

Hemingby 

Homswell 

Heynings 

Hibaldstow 

High  Toynton 

Hill  deanery 


Hogsthorpe 

Holbeach 

Holland,  parts  of 

Holland  deanery 

Holton-by-Beckering 

Holton-le-Clay 

Horbling 

Horkstow 

Homcastle 

Homcastle  deanery 

Horsington 

Himiberstone 

Hundleby 

Huttoft  " 

Immingham 

Ingham 

Ingoldmells 

Irby-on-Humber 

Irby-le -Marsh 

Keddington 

Keelby ' 

Kelstem 

Kesteven.  parts  of 

Kettlethorpe 

Killingholme 

Kingerbv 

Kirkby  ' 

Kirkby-on-Bain 

Kirkby  Underwood 

Kirmington 

Kirmond-le-Mire 

Kirton -in -Holland 

Kirton-in-Lindsey 

Knaith 

Kyme 

Laceby 

Langoe  wapej\take 

Langton -by -Homcastle 

Langton-by-Partney 

Langton-by-^Vragby 

Laughton 

Laughton   (near   Folking- 

harn) 
Lawres  deanr-iy 
Lea 
Leake 
LegbouniP 
Legsby 
Leverton 
Limber  Magna 
Lincoln 
Linwood 
Lissington 
Long  Sutton 
Longoboby  d -anery 
Louth 
Louth  Park 
Ivouthesk   &    l^udborough 

deanery 
Lovedea  deai  cry 
IjOw  Toynton 
Ludborough 
Luddington 
Ludford  Magna 
Ludford  Parva 


Lusby 

Lutton 

Mabletliorije  St  Mary 

Mablethorpe  St  Peter 

Maidenwell 

Maltby-le-Marsh 

Manby 

Manlake  deanery 

Manton 

Mareham-le-Fen 

Mareham-on-the-Hill 

Markby 

Market  Deeping 

Market  Rasen 

Market  Stainton 

Marsh  Chapel 

Marton 

Mavis  Enderby 

Melton  Ross 

Messingham 

Middle  Rasen  Drax 

Middle  Rasen  Tupholme 

Miningsby 

Moorby 

Morton  -by  -Bourne 

Morton -bj'-Gainsborough 

Moulton 

Muckton 

Mum  by 

Navenby 

Ness  deanery 

Nettleham 

Nettleton 

Newbo 

Newhouse 

Newstead-on-Ancholme 

Newstead-by-Stamford 

Newton 

Newton-by-Toft 

Newton -on -Trent 

Nocton  Park 

Norman  by-by-Spital 

No^manby-on-the-^^'old 

North  Carlton 

North  Coates 

North  Cockerington 

North  Elkington 

North  Kelsey 

North  Ormsby 

North  Reston 

North  Somercotes 

North  Thoresby 

North  Willingham 

Northorpe 

Niuicoton 

Orby 

Osboumby 

Owerby 

Owmby 

Owmby-by-Spital 

Owston 

Oxoombe 

Panton 

Partney 

Piekworth 
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Pilham 
Pinchbeck 
Poiiiton 
Quadring 

Raithby  (near  Louth) 
Raithby  (near  Spilsby) 
Ranby 
•Rand 
Redboiirne 
Revesbv 
Riby 

Rippingale 
Risby 
Risehohiie 
Rothwell 
Roxby 
Ruckland 
Saleby 

Saltfleetby  All  Saints 
Saltfleetbv  St  Clement 
Saltfleetby  St  Peter 
Saxby  (near  Barton-on- 

H  umber) 
Saxby  (near  Lincoln) 
Saxilby 
Scampton 
Scartho 
Scawby 

Scot  Willoughby 
Scotheni 
Scotter 
Scotton 
Scremby 
Searby 

Sempringham 
Sibsey 
Sixliiil 
Skegness 
vSkentlleby 
Skidbrook 
Skirbeck 
Sleaford 
Sloothby 
Snarford 
Snelland 
Snitterby 

Somerby  (near  Brigg) 
Somersby 
Sotby 

South  Carlton 
South  Cockerington 
Sovitli  Elkington 
South  Ferriby 
South  Hykeham 
South  Kelsey 
South  Orrasby 
South  Reston 


Hackney 
HoljTvell 


Binham 
Brancastor 


South  Somercotes 

South  Thoresby 

South  Willingham 

Spalding 

Spanby 

Spilsby 

Spridlington 

Springthorpe 

Stain 

Stainfield 

Stainton  -by-Langworth 

S  tainton  -le  -Vale 

Stallingborougii 

Stamford 

Stantancrosse 

Steeping  Magna 

Steeping  Parva 

Stewton 

Stickford 

Stickney 

Stixwould 

Stow 

Stowe-by-Folkingham 

Strubby 

Sturton-by-Stow 

Sudbrooke 

Surfleet 

Sutterby 

Sutterton 

Sutton-le-Marsh 

Sutton  St  James 

Sutton  St  Nicholas 

Swaby 

Swallow 

Swaton 

Swineshead 

Swinhope 

Tathwell 

Tattershall 

Tealby 

Tetney 

Theddlethorpe  All  Saints 

Theddlethorpe  St  Helen 

Thoresway 

Thorganby 

Thornholme 

Thornton  abbey 

Thornton  Curtis 

Thorn  ton-by-Homcastle 

Thornton  -le  -Moor 

Thorpe-in-the-Fallows 

Thorpe  St  Peter 

Threckingham 

Thwaite 

Toi't-next-Newton 

Torksey 

Tothill 

MIDDLESEX 
London 
Syon  abbey 

NORFOLK 

Norfolk  archdeaconry 
Norwich 


Toynton  All  Saints 

Toynton  St  Peter 

Trusthorpe 

Tumby 

Tupholme 

Tydd  St  Mary 

Ulceby  (near  Alford) 

Ulceby  (near  Barton-on- 

Humber) 
Upton 
Utterby 

Waddingham  St  Mary 
Waddingham  St  Peter 
Wainfleet  All  Saints 
Wainfleet  St  Marj' 
Wainfleet  St  Thoinas 
Waith 
Walcot 
Walesby 

Walshcroft  deanery 
Waltham 
Welby 
Well 
Wellow 

Welton-by-Lincoln 
Welton-le-Wold 
West  Barkwith 
West  Halton 
West  Keal 
West  Rasen 
West  Ravendale 
West  Torrington 
West  Wykoham 
Whaplode 
Whaplode  Drove 
Whitton 
Wickenbv 
Wigtoft  " 
Wilksby 

Willingham -by-Stow 
Willoughby 
Willoughton 
Winteringham 
Winterton 
Winthorpe 
Withcall 
Wold  Newton 
Wood  Enderby 
Wootton 
Wragby 

Wraggoe  deanery 
Wrangle 
Wroot 
Wyberton 

Wyham-cum  -Cadeby 
Yarbo  rough 
Yarborough  deanery 


Uxbridgo 
Westminster 


Walsingham 
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Badby 

Boddington 

Brackley  deanery 

Braj'field-on-the-Green 

Brixworth 

Canons  Ashby 

Ceistle  Ashby 

Catesby 

Chacombe 

Cotterstock 

Cottingharn 

Daventry 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Daventry  deanery 

Delapre  abbey 

Dodford 

Fotheringhay 

Haddon  deanery 

Higham  deanery 

High  am  Ferrers 

Irthhngborongh  All  Saints 

Irthlingborough  St  Peter 

Kettering 

King's  Sutton 

Lutton 


Northauipton 
Northampton  deanery 
Otuidle  deanery 
Peterborough 
Peterborough  deanery 
Preston  deanery 
Rockingham 
Rothwell  deanery 
Stanford -on-A  von 
Towcester 
Wappenham 
Whilton 


Carcolston 

Lenton 

North  Collingham 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

Nottingham  Welbeck 

Saundby  Worksop 

Southwell 


Adder  bury 

Adwell 

Alburv' 

Alkerton 

Alvescot 

Ambrosden 

Ardlej' 

Ashampstead 

Asthall 

Aston  deanery 

Aston  Rowant 

Bampton-in-the-Bush 

Banb\u"y 

Barford  St  Michael 

Beckley 

Begbrooke 

Bicester 

Bicester  deanery 

Black  Bourton 

Bladon 

Bletchingdon 

Bloxham 

Bodicote 

Bourton  Magna 

Brightwell  Baldwin 

Britwell  Salome 

Brize  Norton 

Broadwell 

Broughton 

Broughton  Poggs 

Bucknell 

Burford 

Cadmore  End 

Cassington 

Chadlington 

Chalgrove 

Charlbury 

Charlton-on-Otmoor 

Chastleton 

Chesterton 

Clxinnor 

Chipping  Norton 


OXFORDSHIRE 

Chipping  Norton  deanerv 

Churchill 

Clanfield 

Claydon 

Cockthorpe 

Coggs 

Combe  Longa 

Combwell 

Cottisford 

Cowley 

Crawley 

Cropredy 

Crowell 

Cuddesdon 

Cuddesdon  deanery 

Cuxham 

Deddington 

Deddington  deanery 

Dorchester 

Drayton 

Ducklington 

Dims  Tew 

Easington 

Elsfield 

Emington 

Enstone 

Epwell 

Ewelme 

Eynsham 

Finmere 

Forest  Hill 

Fringford 

Fritwell 

Fulbrook 

Fyfield 

Garsington 

Glympton 

Godington 

Godstow 

Goring 

Grove 

Hampton  Gay 


Hampton  Poyle 

Handbo  rough 

Hanwell 

Hardwick 

Haseley 

Henley  deanery 

Henley-on-Thames 

Hethe 

Heyford  at  Bridge 

Heyford  Warren 

Heythrop 

Holton 

Hook  Norton 

Horley 

Homton 

Horsepath 

Ibstone 

Idbury 

Iffley 

Islip 

Kelmscott 

Keucott 

Kiddington 

Kidlington 

Kingham 

Kingston  Blount 

Kirtlington 

Langford 

Launton 

Lewknor 

Lillingstone  Lovell 

Little  Hampton 

Littlemore 

Marsh  Baldon 

Marston 

Merton 

Middleton  Stoney 

Milcombe 

Milton  Magna 

Minster  Lovell 

Mixbury 

MoUington 
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Mouer  (Ashampstead) 

Shipton-under-Wych- 

Tadmarton 

Nether  Worton 

wood 

TajTiton 

Newington 

Shirbum 

Tew  Magna 

Newnham  Muiren 

Shutford 

Thame 

Newton  Pucell 

Sibford  Gower 

Tusmore 

Noke 

Somerton 

Warborough 

North  Aston 

Souldem 

Wardington 

North  Leigh 

South  Leigh 

Warpsgrove 

North  Stoke 

South  Newington 

Waterperry 

Northmoor 

South  Weston 

Waterstock 

Nuneham  Courtney 

Spelsbury 

Watlington 

Oddington 

Standlake 

Wendlebury 

Oseney 

Stanton  Harcourt 

Westcott  Barton 

Over  Worton 

Stanton  St  John 

Weston-on-the-Green 

Oxford 

Steeple  Aston 

Westwell 

Oxford  deanery 

Steeple  Barton 

Wheatfield 

Pyrton 

Stoke  Lyne 

Wiggiuton 

Rollright  Magna 

Stoke  Talmage 

Wilcot 

RoUright  Parva 

Stokenchurch 

Witney 

Rousham 

Stonesfield 

Wood  Eaton 

Sandford  St  Martin 

Stratton  Audley 

Woodstock 

Sandford-on-Thames 

Studley 

Wootton 

Sarsden 

Swalcliffe 

Wroxtou 

Shelswell 

Swerford 

Yamton 

Shelton 

Swinbrook 

Yelford 

Shipton-on-Cherwell 

Tackley 

RUTLAND 

Empingham 

Rutland  deanery 

Uppingham 

Liddington 

SHROPSHIRE 

Lilleshall 

Ludlow 

SOMERSET 

Salop  archdeaconry 

Bath 

Ditcheat 

Keynsham 

Bridgwater 

Glastonbury 

Newton  St  Loe 

Buckland,  Minchin 

Hawkridge 

Wells 

Cannington 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

Hultou 

Sandwell 

West  Bromwich 

Lichfield 

Tutbury 

SUFFOLK 

Bury  St.  Edmvmds 

Dunwich 

SURREY 

Merton 

Mitcham 

SUSSEX 
Hastings 

WARWICKSHIRE 

Southwark 

Alcester 

Newnham  Paddox 

Warwick 

Baginton 

Rugby 

Wolston 

Coventry 

Studley 
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WESTMORLAND 
Burton -in -Kendal  Heversham 


Bradenstoke 


WILTvSHIRE 
Edington 


Salisbury 


WORCESTERSHIRE 

Evesham 


Bridlington 
Hemingbrough 


Easby 


Drax 

Nostell 


YORKSHIRE 
York,   City  of 

East  Riding 

Holdemess 
Hull 

North  Riding 
Malton 

West  Riding 

Nun  Appleton 
Ripon 


Watton 


Richmondshire 


Selby 
Wistow 


IRELAND 
Leighlin 


Arras  (Pas-de-Calais) 
Paris 


FRANCE 

r 

Saint-EvToult  (Ome) 
Saint  -Pierre  -sur  -Dives 
(Calvados) 


Thiron  (Eure-et-Loir) 
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